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INTKODUCTION. 


The two years and a half, from July, 1757, 
to December, 1759, covered by the present 
volume of the Diary, fnark the rise of French 
hopes that the Seven Years War would end for 
them with even more success than the War of 
the Austrian Succession had done ; but along 
with these hopes goes portent after portent of 
the ruin that really was in store. The one 
large gap which we find, that from September 
17, 1758, to January 23, 1759, was principally 
occupied with Lally’s siege of Madras and its 
complete failure ; the other gap of any size, 
from February 28 to April 11, 1759, was 
occupied by no outstanding incident. On the 
whole then, with the exception noted, the 
Diary gives the reader a fairly complete and 
continuous narrative of what took place at 
Pondichery and of the rumours which reached 
it from without ; and the contrast between 
the confidence with which the diarist begins 
his story and the troubled anxiety of his 
closing pages forms a fair measure of the 
transformation which had taken place in the 
^^^tional fortunes and the decay of Pondichery. 

The diaidst himself was growing old. He 
was not thought equal to the exertion of 
taking cm of the captured goods at 
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Cuddalore ; he often remains at*liome, either 
from actual ill-health or in pique at the 
neglect with which the governor de Leyrit 
treats him ; and he records the death of one 
who must have been the principal surviving 
link with the days of His boyhood, his mater- 
nal aunt, who died at the great ago of 83, 
having survived her sister nearly 47 years. 
Nevertheless at first ho was confident of the 
good future in store both for the Fi'onch and 
himself. The French flag is destined to 
replace the English wherever it flies in India, 
ho declares on the faith of his family 
astrologer early in the present volume, as 
indeed he had often done before ; Pondichery 
is destined to increased prosperity from its 
fiftieth year, he says a little later ; Madras 
will have soon ceased to exist ; even the 
failure of Lally’s siege still left him hopeful ; 
the English had suffered enough for one year 
by the loss of Fort St. David. One of the 
councillors, Guillard, ironically asks whether 
his astrologer had foretold also the capture of 
Masulipatam by the English under Forde ; 
and in answer Banga Pillai declares that good 
days are coming with victories in all direc- 
tions. Even in May, 1769, when things were 
beginning to look black indeed, he comforts 
him'Self with the prospect of performing his 
father’s anniversary in the following year with 
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great pomp iff the fortified town which he has 
been promised as the kill^ of his jaghir. 
Were not the predictions right in at least six 
or seven cases out of ten ? 

Meanwhile there were signs that the French 
government had not forgotten their Indian 
dependencies. In September, 1757, Soupire 
arrived with some forces and the news that 
others were on their way under the Count de 
Lally. Soupire immediately took the field, 
and the English were at the time too weak to 
offer any opposition to him. Then, after 
many rumours of his approach, Lally himself 
arrived, with a squadron which did not sail 
awhy as soon as it.had landed the troops and 
treasure it had brought, as had done more 
than one of its predecessors. Lally captured 
Fort St. David with an ease which was 
thought significant of the ease with which he 
would shortly capture Fort St. George. He 
signalised his success by a triumphal entry 
into Pondichery on Juno 9. To Eanga 
PiUai was assigned the charge of assembling 
the chief Indian inhabitants of the place to 
greet the 'general with the appropriate nazars. 
These, %e learn, were to be presented accord- 
ing to the rate customary on New Year’s Day. 
Itesides the Indian notables, camels, standards, 
ihe naubat^ and dancing-girls, were summoned 
U> 1^6 part in the procession, and the whole 
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population, rich and poor, was turned out to 
make an impressive array of spectators, under 
a warning that those who neglected the order 
would find themselves imprisoned in the 
Choultry. Banga Pillai himself was presented 
to Lally by the Count ‘de Montmorency. On • 
the next day, those who had not been of suffi- 
cient importance to be allowed to present their 
nazars to Lally on his way into the town, were 
gathered together to present them in the Fort. 
We find a long list of them, and they included 
every person of note along with representa- 
tives of all the chief castes of the place. 

This festivity marked the highest point of 
French success in this war. Never again did 
their prospects look so fair. For one thing the 
squadron could not bo induced to remain on 
the Coast. Twice Banga Pillai records reports ■ 
of considerable naval successes— once o^ 
August 5, 1758, and again a year later, in 
September, 1759 ; but these fiattoring stories^ 
were but perversions of the real state of the 
case. On both occasions the French. fleet had 
had the worst of it ; after each action it chose 
to retire to refit at the French Islands | and 
after the second its retreat proved to be finid^ 
for it never returned to Indian waters, JiOt 
finding itself in a position to cbipe with the. • 
vessels of Pocock and Stevens. -It .vijae un- 
doubtedly badly led. D’Ach4, the^commlindur, . 
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was one of* 'those naval officers who, like 
Peyton on the other side in the previous war, 
lacked the moral courage to risk his fleet. Nor 
did he get on well with Lally. The gossip of 
Ppudichery had it that the two men were 
jealous one of the other ; and that the old 
rivalry of Dupleix and La Bourdonnais was 
being renewed. There is no doubt that Lally 
wished to subordinate the action of the fleet 
to the success of his operations ashore ; while 
it is equally certain that d’Achd insisted on 
his independence of tlie land commander. 
And if Lally disapproved of anyone’s conduct, 
he did npt hesitate to express his feelings in 
direct, uncourtiy, oven brutal language. There 
are letters written by him to Coote at a later 
date in which he vents his dislike and con- 

k 

.jbempt of certain persons under his command in 
crudest words that startle even those 
accustomed to penetrate below the polite 
^exterior of that ago. 

Meanwhile rumours flew thick in Pondi- 
chery. Now it was that the Naw^b of Bengal 
had satisfactorily poisoned Colonel Clive 
together rWith most of the Englishmen who had 
helped , to capture Chandernagore and over- 
thjkiniv Siraj'ud-dau^ ; now it was some great 
and overwhelming victory which the French 
had eb|»BdB^ in Europe or some other dimly 
appz^ended> quarter of the globe ; now it was 
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some nearer, though quite as unreal success, 
such as the legend which ran round of the 
complete defeat and death of Caillaud endeav- 
ouring to raise the siege of Madras, filled up 
with surprisingly circumstantial detail of how 
M. Aumont had shot the other with his pistol 
and then plundered his body of his ring and 
money. In time of war men are naturally 
keenly strung and ready enough to believe any 
stories that consort with their hopes. These 
did, and were accordingly believed for a season; 
but they contrasted sharply with the actual 
progress of events ; and the position of affairs 
was evidently going from bad to worse. 
Nowhere could this have been more obvious 
than in the town itself. Ranga Pillai gives us 
a terrible picture of the disorder that prevailed 
and increased. Not that wo should take all his 
details, especially those of which he does not 
profess himself an eye-witness, too literally. 
Some of them are merely “ common form,” 
which he introduces whenever he wishes 
to convey an idea of disorder and confusion. 
But even putting those aside, we see that the 
discipline of the troops and the maintenance 
of order in Pondichery steadily decayed. Quite 
early in the present volume we find him record- 
ing the complaints of the conduct of the 
troops in the neighbourhood of the town, and 
narrating a specific instance of persons being 
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molested by the guard on their way back into 
the place. It is not unlikely that in this case 
Vin&yakan and his followers, who were the 
persons concerned, had broken a rule of the 
garrison ; and in any case they were certainly 
unwise in attempting to re-enter the city by 
night in war-time without having made 
arrangements when they set out. But matters 
became much worse when the soldiers could 
not get thoir pay ; and when the royal troops 
arrived in the autumn of 1757, it appears that 
they were under no better discipline than the 
forces of the Company. Thus on January 
13, 1758, wo read that women were afraid to 
stir out on account of the excesses of the 
King’s troops. In the following August, a 
party of sailors from the King’s fleet were 
seeking SavarirA,yan to take vengeance on him 
for some affront that ho had, or was thought 
to have, offered to them. In April, 1759, 
soldiers were forcing money from those who 
wanted to pass the gates, alleging the failure 
of the Company to provide them with pay. 
ilanga Pillai not unnaturally felt that the 
ordered world, with which he had so long 
been familiar, was slipping away from him, 
and records in words that recall the language 
of the political writers of an earlier age his 
fears of an approaching anarqhy, in which 
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force alone would prevail and all caste rules 
be forgotten. 

From the French point of view the great 
difficulty was tho lack of money. Lally had 
brought out with him a small supply of silver; 
but not nearly enough to meet the demands 
that were being constantly made upon tho 
government of Pondichery. The Company 
seems to have believed that the revenues of 
the French territories would suffice to meet 
all charges if only they were administered 
properly. This belief shows how they had 
adopted the ideas of Dupleix too late for them 
to be applied. Dupleix had constantly been 
assuring his masters that India would provide 
plenty of money for the conduct of war ; and 
to some extent it was true enough, so long as 
there was no break of military success. The 
weak point of tho scheme was that ifailitary 
failure would involve financial ruin. Tho 
revenues on which Dupleix had counted 
disappeared with the successes of Clive in the 
Carnatic and of Lawrence before Trichinopoly; 
nor even in tho restricted region that remained 
within French control was it at all easy to set 
up an efficient financial organization. It may 
be remembered that Godeheu had leased tho 
lands out to the diarist for five years oh 
an increasing rental. It is very doubtful 
whether Banga PiUai would have succeeded in 
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fulfiUing hirf^ntrsict even had he been left to 
manage affairs as he pleased ; but he was not 
allowed to do so. Many persons in Pondi- 
ch£|ry$wishQd to have a share in the profits. 
The military coiumandants interfered in the 
V collections, and so did the persons whom 
Banga PHlai had been induced to take as 
suretiestf or the renters whom he appointed to 
the various divisions of the country. The 
inevitable-result was that his remittances fell 
far short of the instalments which he had 
agreed to pay ; and there w^ls no one in Pondi- 
chery who could say with confidence whether 
this was his fault or not. It was the case on 
a smaller scale of Muhammad Biza Kh4n in 
Bengal at a later time. Leyrit’s dubdsh told 
his master that Banga Pillai was embezzling 
the collections ; several Europeans in the 
settlement told him the same; and he certainly 
was not in a position to decide whether they 
were telling the truth or not. The inspectors 
whom he sent out into the districts to report 
on the state of the collections were on the 
whole unfavourable to the lessee ; and the 
result was that the diarist was deprived of his 
lease, and heavy demands were made on him 
for moneys which he apparently had no 
means of paying. In the previous volume I 
printed a letter addressed to Boyelleau 
akplaining the circumstances in which he had 
o 
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failed to get in the revenues ;**and in the 
present volume will be found another letter 
of the same nature addressed to Soupire in 
which the old courtier renews his complaints 
and explanations. 

At one time he cert&inly looked forward to 
a triumph over his enemies as great as that 
which his family had formerly secured over 
M. Hubert. He was assured from Prance that 
Godoheu continued to take an active interest 
in his fortunes ; while, at Pondichery itself we 
find him visiting and visited by de Mont- 
morency who had been specially charged by 
the Company with the inspection of its 
financial affairs. Even more encouraging than 
this, ho was favoured with a special private 
interview with Lally himself, who came under 
cover of night to Boyelloau’s house and 
listened to what the diarist had to say. But 
Lally was clearly much more concerned to find 
subjects of accusation against his enemy de 
Leyrit than to enter into the question of 
absolute justice. He could not enter into the 
complicated accounts which the diarist had 
prepared, but demanded instead an account of 
what Leyrit and the rest owed to him. Let 
him but have that, he declared, and he would 
settle the business. 

Meanwhile aU these disputes brought no 
money into the French treasury. All kinds of 
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expedients ■v^re tried. Interest-bearing notes 
were issued — parchment money, as Banga 
Fillai contemptuously describes them — ^in the 
hope that their currency would enable the 
affairs of Government to bo carried on. But 
they were soon at a heavy discount, as indeed 
was to bo expected. The credit of the council 
stood but low ; and Pondichery was not 
accustomed to fiduciary issues. The only 
persons who wanted notes were those who 
owed money to the Company, and they bought 
them cheap in order to pay off their debts or 
secure credit on the Company’s books for their 
face-value. 

This almost desperate expedient was 
followed by a forced loan, levied on the Indian 
inhabitants oI the place. This like the other 
was an unheard-of thing. No European 
government on the Coast had ever before 
ventured on such a measure. Unprecedented 
in itself, it was hateful also by the method of 
its enforcement. Every kind of threat was 
used to compel payment of the assessments. 
The peaceful inhabitants of Pondichery were 
harassed almost into riot. Never really 
wealthy, the place had decayed lamentably 
since the prosperous times which Banga Pillai 
was so fond of recalling ; and there were few 
rich merchants left. Consequently the great 
burden of the impost fell upon the poor. At 
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one time it had even been resolved to make 
the dancing-girls contribute to it, to Banga 
Pillai’s indescribable horror. La Selle, the 
Company’s servant placed in charge of the 
collection, clearly thought that there was still 
a good deal of money in the town, and strove 
to screw up the amount to the highest possible 
point, while Banga Pillai thought that a good 
many of his manoeuvres were designed to 
procure private and corrupt gains for himself. 
Such suspicions were, as natural at the time 
as those which had been directed against the 
diarist himself in connection with the land 
revenue collections. 

While all this was going forward on the 
public stage, rumours of private dissensions 
were spread abroad. From the first tjie com- 
mander of the King’s troops had agreed but 
ill with the Company’s government. On 
Soupire’s arrival we have indications of 
troubles almost at once. Soupire was annoyed 
at finding that few preparations had been 
made to enable him to take the field on his 
arrival. By round-about ways stories of 
quarrels between Soupire and de Leyrit 
reached the diarist’s ears ; Soupire was asserted 
to have threatened de Leyrit with accusations 
of embezzlement ; while de Leyrit is said to 
have consulted the commander of the Cifin- 
pany’s troops regarding the degree of support 
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he would re6feive from them in the event of 
Soupire’s seeking to displace him by force. 
Soupire even refused to sit d,own with de 
Leyrit at a feast given at the latter’s house in 
honour of his name-day. How far all this 
gossip is to be taken afits face-value does not 
appear ; but two things are quite clear. One 
is that much of it is by no means unlikely 
and can easily be paralleled by known occur- 
rences in similar circumstances. The other 
is that the circulation of such stories must 
have done much harm to the government of 
the French settlement and disposed men to 
disregard its orders. 

But matters became even worse when Lally 
arrived to replace Soupire. Soupire was 
quick-tempered ; but Lally was passionate. 
Accustomed to the order and discipline of 
Europe, he was constantly infuriated by the 
haphazard ways of India. What Orme calls 
the vivacity of his character gave rise to 
many legends that flew round Pondichery. 
He was supposed to keep his pistols double- 
shotted against Tamils who intruded on him 
unasked ; and he was constantly offending the 
Company’s servants by his casual treatment 
of them. Indeed he had brought out with 
bim the worst opinion of their characters, and 
tMs cannot have been modified by what 
Soupire had to tell him. Even on the morrow 
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of his arrival he is said to harte threatened 
de Leyrit because the supply of specie for the 
payment of the troops was delayed. He 
declared that he would bo no respecter of 
persons. In the following September, he is 
alleged to have offered de Leyrit such insults 
as (it was currently said) could only be wiped 
out by blood — as indeed they were to be. A 
little later de Leyrit was consulting his friends 
liow best to resist Lally’s designs against their 
Indian servants. These and similar details 
fill in the outline given in the correspondence 
of the time, with some exaggeration but on 
the whole substantial truth. Lally, hot- 
headed and utterly tactless, accustomed to 
command and not to persuade, when brought 
into contact with men of petty character but 
great pretensions, tried to scold them into 
activity but only succeeded in heating them 
into opposition, none the less hampering 
because it was secret and underhand. 

In these circumstances it was impossible 
for the French armies successfully to face the 
English in the field. Unpaid, discontented, 
and so ill-disciplined, they marched to battle 
sullenly, and lost trust alike in themselves 
and in their leader. To maintain the struggle, 
the French needed to co-operate and husband 
their resources to the utmost ; but that was 
what they failed altogether to accomplish. 
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And when tcf’this was added the failure of 
their fleet to hold the seas against the English 
squadron, with the resulting discouragement, 
la6k of supplies, and improbability of getting 
any, prospects of success were evidently 
fading into the distant back-ground. All who 
could leave Pondichery did so. For those 
who, with the diarist, remained, the future 
must have seemed almost as black as in fact 
it was to prove. 
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Fi'iday^ July 1 } — A peon came to me at 
eleven o’clock and said that the Governor 
wanted me. When I went, he asked whether 
he should not receive the presents sent by 
San Bh5.ji B^o. I said he should. He then 
enquired the procedure followed when his 
presents arrived before. I replied that the 
custom was to send two councillors with the 
State palankin, standards, chobdar, music, etc., 
to escort the presents. He then asked whether 
the naubat should play and how many guns 
should be fired. I replied that it was the 
custom to fire 15 guns and that the naubat 
should play only when he went in person. 
Ho then told me to bring the presents to- 
morrow evening. I agreed, took leave and 
came home at noon. 

At four o’clock this evening a peon came 
and said that the Governor wanted me again. 
When I wont, he said that horses were needed 
for the army. I therefore ordered all horses 
available in the town to bo taken to the 
Company’s stables. Fifteen horses have thus 
been procured, besides two of my own that 
I sent. Afterwards I reported the news to 
the Governor and came home. 


* iUt Am, ftanim. 
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Saturday, July 2 .^ — On my ^y to the Port 
this morning, I heard that the European 
horse-maistri had released the horses taken 
yesterday to the stables, on their owners* 
paying a few fanams, telling the Governor 
that the hoi'ses were ‘no good. I also heard 
that my two horses had been returned to my 
stable. I went to the Fort, paid my respects 
to the Governor upstairs, and stayed there till 
nine o’clock ; I then went to the office in the 
flower-garden, and came home at noon. 

When I went to the Fort this morning, 
M. Leyrit, the Governor, was upstairs with 
M. Desvaux (councillor), M. Colle (the coun- 
cillor from Bengal), M. Goupil, two or three 
other officers, M. Solminiac and M. Charpentier. 
I paid my respects to the Governor who asked 
if I had secured any horses. I replied that 1 
had delivered some last night to the European 
horse-maistri. ‘ Tell him to bring them here,’ 
the Governor said. I sent the chobdar to 
bring the horses to the Fort and they were 
brought accordingly. There were ten horses 
belonging to the Muhammadans and sowcai’s 
of Arcot and those the owners of which had 
paid from four to ten rupees to the European 
horse-maistri for permission *to take them 
away. Vin&yakan had done this too. The 

* SStkl Am, tvwara. 
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Governor, M.*t)esvaux and another withdrew 
and talked till ten o’clock ; but the Governor 
came out when he heard that the horses had 
arrived. The European horse-maistri, who 
also came, said that 01113'^ five or six horses 
were an3* good and tlie rest useless. The 
Governor then enquired the prices of the 
sowcars’ horses, and. remarking that the prices 
were high, went in, tolling me to speak to him 
again when they asked a reasonable price. 
The European horse-maistri accepted three of 
the sowcars’ horses, one of mine, a fine Manilla 
horse and one or two more (1 do not know 
their owners’ names) and took them away. 
I shall write more about this afterwards. 
I then went to ni}’^ office in the fiower -garden 
at eleven o'clock. 

At noon to-day the Governor’s chobdar and 
Ananta Tirth 4 chA,ri (a connection of £ 41 }\ji 
EAo’s vakil) came to tell mo b}’^ the Governor’s 
order that, as Mir N&mat-ul-l&h KhA,n, who 
had brought the presents, had been quartered 
at Sunguv&r’s [Compan3"’s godown] in the 
bazaar street, the presents should be brought 
thence and none need therefore go to the 
washing-place, t said it should be clone and 
came home. 

At four o’clock this evening, 1 went to the 
Fort, sent word to the Nayin 4 r, and assembled 
the music and nautch-people, lance-men, etc.. 
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at the boaqh mantapam opposite* Ihe East Gate 
of the Fort. I then informed the Governor 
who was upstairs. M. Desvaux and M. Coll4 
arrived wearing laced coats and ornaments. 
The Governor told them that M. Goupil, who 
is proceeding to Wandiwaah with a European 
detachment, 600 or 700 sepoys, and two or 
three cannon, should march forthwith. M. 
Desvaux told the Governor that elephants 
should bo taken and cannon fired twice. The 
Governor directed me. to do so. I replied that 
he might do as lie pleased, but that there was 
not time enough to get elephants and their 
furniture. I sent men to bring elephants 
and ordered my howdah to be got ready. 
A hundred Europeans and 700 sepoys in the 
Fort wore supplied with cartridges, muskets 
and shot, and, after they had boon drawn 
up, they marched out with some German 
Hussars, while the Second, the councillors, and 
other gentlemen returned to the Fort. At a 
quarter or half-past five, M. Desvaux and 
M. Coll6 set out. After paying my respects to 
the Governor, I came down and made ready the 
Governor’s palankin, standards, chobdars and 
head-peons. Two chobdars with white flags, 
and a head-peon went, but no ordinary peons. 
When the head-peon was asked for the B4chflr 
rockets, white umbrella, etc., he replied that 
Kandappa Mudali knew about them and that 
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they were in Vm4yaka Pillai’s house. 1 then 
told them to go, and, having passed the gate in 
my palankin, accompanied by music, dancing 
and lance-men, I reached the great bazaar in 
the Valud^vAr Gate Street wherein is Sungu- 
v&r’s godown for the Company’s cloth. Mir 
NS,mat-ul-lah Khi\n, the trooper who has 
brought the presents from B&lA.ji IIA. 0 , ad- 
vanced and embraced M. Dcsvaux first, then 
M. Colic and lastly me, and we sat <lown. 
BA.l^ji BAo’s present consists of a Burhanpiir 
shawl, two Jamawars, ajatidar twisted turban, 
a Burhanpur dupatta^ a laced GuzerAti .sash, a 
jatidar twisted turban w’ith an emerald in the 
middle and rubies all round, and a sarpSch 
worth 200 rupees but which they estimate 
at 100 pagodas. I reckon the cloth, women’s 
cloth, and the sarpSch at JlOO rupees or 350 
at the most. As those who accompanied 
me were councillors, I suggested that they 
should be given something. As the other 
objected, I rejoined that he should conduct 
himself appropriately to the position of the 
great man from whom he had come. He then 
offered to pay for what I could find for the 
purpose ; so I procured two dresses of honour 
from my house, one costing 80 and the other 
60 rupees. The better one was given ,to 
M. Desvaux and the inferior to M. Coll^. The 
Governor’s presents were placed on a tray 
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which was carried in a palankin. The man 
who has come is only one who lives by picking 
up cheroot-ends, but he has come by Arcot in 
a palankin like a naw&b, arrayed in a MuJta- 
mudi gown, a turban, and a Guzerd>ti 

sash. He was therefore asked to take his seat 
in a palankin and escorted with ceremony to 
the Fort by M. Desvaux and M. C 0 II 6 , one on 
each side of the palankin. On approaching 
the Fort he was met by standards and white 
flags, and an elephant with a howdah. When 
I asked why standards and umbrellas had 
been brought, I was told that that was because 
the Governor had scolded Kandappan and the 
latter Vin^yakan. When they entered the 
East Gate, a salute of 15 guns was fired and 
another of a like number when the presents 
were offered to the Governor in the central 
hall upstairs. M. Delarche on the Governor’s 
behalf made the enquiries in Persian after the 
health [of BS.15.ji BS.o] and was answered in 
Persian. The man also delivered the letter, 
saying that although the Carnatic chavth had 
not yet been paid as promised, no demands 
had been made out of regard for M. Bussy, but 
that there should be no longer delay, and due 
regard should be shown for friendship. He 
added that the letter contained more details. 
He was told that a reply would be given when 
the letter had been read. He was then 
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dismissed with pdn supdrt and rosewater, and 
desired to rest at ease. M. Desvaux, M. CoU^ 
and I conducted [Mir S&hib] to the sentry- 
gate. He said that, as they two had been 
pleased to welcome and escort him, they 
should also see that lus business prospered. 
When M. Desvaux repeated this to M. Coll4, 
the latter replied that he would do so. Mir 
Sfthib continuing said that all the country 
knew that though Muhammadans never kept 
a promise, Europeans always did, and that 
therefore they should see that the belief was 
justified. M. Desvaux repeated that he would 
certainly do so. Mir S4hib then got into his 
palankin and departed. 

On returning upstairs, wo found the 
Governor, the Second, M. Guillard and all the 
other councillors except M. Boyelleau. The 
Governor was talking to M. Delarche — I think 
about the troubles caused to Taqi Sahib of 
Wandiwash by M. Saubinet and M. Chovreau. 
I, having taken leave, went to my office in the 
flower-garden and thence came home. 

Sundap, July 3 } — hear that the English 
army is encamped near Wandiwash where 
our French army also is encamped. M. 
Goupil has been despatched with two guns. 

* a^rd Ami, itiourn- 
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but no action has yet occurred. •*! shall write 
when I learn what has happened. 

Monday^ July 4 ^ — I heard this morning 
that powder and shot were to be despatched 
to Siam* by the Oloire driven in here by the 
wind. I think that they are to be sent for a 
battery to be built there, and I have written 
accordingly. 

Tuesday^ July 5 .^ — I went to the Fort this 
morning. Preparations are being made to 
send off to Wandiwash the newly enlisted 
sepoys with some Europeans, Later on I 
went to my office in the flower-garden. 

Wednesday, July 6 .* — I heard the following 

nows to-day : Mysore Venkatan&ranappa 

Ayyan, who has been staying at Villiyanallur, 
visited the Governor last night with Nandi 
EAj fir’s reply, and narrated the hews written to 
him as follows ; — ‘ I was sent for 20 days ago 
and told to write to my master to recall his 
troops and remain at Srirangam, and that, 
if the country was not given to him, you 
would give it up and the fort. I therefore 
wrote a letter as ordered about what had 
happened, about the troubles between the 
French and the English, and about the delay 

' 24th Ani, iswiira. 

- Ill 1756 the French hiid recalled their factors to the eastward 
{Pittidichery Records, No. 15, p- 518), so the following statement seems 
doubtful. Perhaps we should read Syriam for Siam, 

^ 25 fh Ani, tswara, - ♦ 26 th Aui, tsusara. 
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of Europe ships, and despatched it with your 
letter. I have also received a reply. Haidar 
N&yak has been sent as sarddr with 5,000 
horse, 6,000 or 7,000 sepoys and 25,000 or 30,000 
men and they must have reached Srirangam 
by now.’’ He related other matters and 
delivered the reply received from there. But 
the Governor has gradually dropped the 
matter he spoke of before, when he promised 
to give up the country, and jillow the troops 
to remain, if desired, or o'therwise recall them ; 
so he dismissed Yenkatan4ranappa Ayyan, 
saying that he would give his reply after the 
letter had been translated. It is said that the 
latter observed how little he could depend 
upon [the Governor’s] words, seeing that the 
matter talked of and written about 20 days 
ago had now proved false. 

I heard to-night that, as it was the end of 
Ani,^ Chanda Sahib’s son and ’Alt Naqi S4hib 
had requested M. Delarche to tell the Governor 
that, if they were given the lease of the 
country now managed by M. Desvaux, they 
would pay two lakhs of rupees besides 
the stipulated kists, but it is not known 
what else was said. M. Desvaux, M. Lenoir, 
M. du Baussot, M. Delarche, M. Guillard 


Orme (ii, 23B) says Hyder was at this time still at Seringapatiim ; 
but Wilks'd, 221 -3) "shows that he was returning to Dindigul. 

■ i.e., the beginning of the Sever ue or ^a/tU year.. 
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and M. C 0 II 6 visited the Second’s house both 
this morning and evening with Noual, the 
notary, who prepares the leases. 

Tuesdat/, July 12 } — When I wont to the 
Fort this morning and paid my respects to M. 
Leyrit, the Governor, he was upstairs with M. 
Desvaux, M. Solminiac, M. Charpentier, M. 
Brenier who is Major-General, and others. 

Two ships, coming from the north flying 
the English flag, hoisted the French colours on 
coming nearer. At once the flag was hoisted 
at the Fort. The ships cast anchor to the 
south-east out of range of the Fort and, after 
hoisting the English flag above the white one, 
hauled down the latter.^ We saw an English 
sloop tacking about between the two ships 
and the shore and from Fort St. David to 
Alambarai to the northward. They have 
been insulting us by sailing about like this 
for two or three days. The Governor and 
others talked and watched them to-day as 
they lay to the south-east. Then I went ♦ to 
the sorting-god own. 

Thursday^ July 14 ? — As a ship with Danish 
colours was sailing down this morning 

* I«/ Adi, Iswura. 

■ The two vessels — one a King*s, the other a Company’s ship— had 
been sent down to watch for the arrival of French ships. Perhaps 
it i» scarcely necessary to observe that hoisting the English over 
the French flag, and then hauling down the latter, was what gave point 
to the insult. 

* 3ril Adi, tswaro,* 
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from the northwards, the two English ships 
pursued her and fired once, so the captain of 
the Danish ship fled back northwards. As 
she might be a ship from Tranquebar, the 
flag was hoisted at the ^ort. The gentlemen 
who were upstairs and others on the Beach — 
liaz4 S^hib, ’Ali Naqi S4hib and many 
Tamils — watched the pursuit with wonder 
and departed. Since yesterday an English 
ship has been anchored opposite Khnimddu 
to the north. There are' only three English 
ships at Madras, and the rest are sloops or 
grabs ; and these have been sent to alarm us 
into recalling the troops from Wandiwash 
and our small but strong army from 
Srirangam.' If there had been but one more 
ship besides the Olaire, which has been 
equipped with 350 Europeans and munitions, 
the English ships might have been driven 
away. But as that was not to be, the English 
ships, though weak, can move about freely. 
I hear that a French squadron will arrive by 
the end of this month. 

Friday, July 15 .^ — ^At three o’clock this 
afternoon the two English ships to the 
southwards sighted the English ship which 
had been off the Alambarai roads to the north 
flying the French flag. As her captain is the 


1 Cff. Orme, ii, 217, etc. * 4tk Aili, fstoaru 
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commodore, he was rceived by the other two 
to the south with a salute of nine guns. The 
commodore returned it by a like number. As 
these two ships did not put out to sea but 
sailed in-shore, the guns on the Fort battery 
and our ship the Oloire opened fire on them, 
but did not reach the enemy. After firing in 
answer, the enemy’s captain sailed north, and 
all three (including the commodore’s ship) 
after sailing south-east dropped anchor. Num- 
berless people went' to watch this ; but on 
hearing the sound of the guns, they returned 
home, removing their ear-rings as they went, 
and put their wives’ jewels, etc., in boxes. 
Some buried them and others simply put them 
in boxes which they locked up. Many thus 
prepared to leave the town. The Chettis and 
others who live on the Beach have removed to 
the street by the Valudavur Gate on the west. 
Thus for about an hour there was great 
excitement and confusion in the town, and it 
did not abate till sunset. In the firing on the 
Oloire and ashore, two men loading their guns 
lost their hands and had their faces burnt^ 
BO they were removed to the hospital. As 
for the English ships, as the captain of the 
ship from the north hoisted the white flag, 
the others pretended to pursue it, in the hope 
that the Oloire would come out to the rescue 
of the (supposed) French ship and so be 
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seized. This* ns what I thinks and I have 
written accordingly. 

I hear that of the Srirangam troops all but 
100 soldiers and 200 or 300 sepoys have reached 
Vriddhachalam, and that 20 troopers have 
already arrived here. * 

Kangip4ti Lakshuma Ohetti and Varadappa 
Chetti hoped that, if they could show that 
they had sustained damages when the troops 
marched in Chittirai or VaigaBi^ last, they 
could say that they had lost greatly and 
obtain great remissions. As the Governor 
does not know how to exercise authority and 
the councillors are selfish, the town is without 
dignity, and the Company’s affairs suffer. This 
is what men are saying and I have written 
accordingly. 

Virai’Ughava Chetti, Lakshuma Chetti 
and Varadappa Chetti obtained in the Fort a 
lease of Srirangam and the country between 
the two rivers from 1st Adi^ DhatJm to 1st Ani, 
iswar'o^ at the rate of 4,00,000 a year. The 
unpaid balances in the country according to 
jamabandi amount to 6,30,000' as follows; — 

Musiri drtmric^ ... ... ... 10,000 


‘ April-May, May-June. 

» July 12, 1756 to June 11,1757. 

^ but the items 'give 63,000 pagoda.s. 
* Quere grant for life. 
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Tottiyam' ... ... .*.? 

10,000 

N4yakanallur,® Ayiliir 


Kattalai ‘ 

4,000 

Krishnarayapuram ... 

6,000 

Vittukkatti '* 

10,000 

JMchandarkoil ^ * ... 

5,000 

L&lgudi" 

3,000 

Koil country " ... 

15,000 , 
% 

Loss on th.ejamabandi 

63,000 ' 

Loss on the price of grain, 
owing to its cheapness and 
by the difference in rates 
between pagodas and 

rupees at the last jama- 


bandi 

10,000 


Total ... 73,000 

pagodas 

Collections in the country for 

five years 4,90,000 . 

Dtwdni amount 4,00,000 

Establishment 30,000 . 

Total ... 4,30,000 


* In Musiri taluk, Trinhinopoly district. 

• Perhaps NAigayaiiallAr in the Musiri taluk. 

^ In Musiri and Perambalur taluks. 

^ In Kulittalai taluk. 

« In Kulittalai taluk. « In Kulittalai Taluk. 

In Trichinopoly taluk. 

* A taluk in the Trichinopoly district. 

• Literally ‘ the temple country/ Probably SHrangam. 
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Gain for five years ... ... 60,000 

Amount stolen by Kallars in 
the Musiri counti’y when 
the army marched from 
Pondicheiy to Trijchinopoly 2,00,000 

In the Vittukkatti country. 3,00,000 


Total ... 5,00,000 

Quantity (of grain ?) which 
M. Guillard ordered the 

ryots to give as vdram at 
' ■ the rate of 40 per cent, when 

he went there ; — 

lAlgudi country ^percent. 

' Vittukkatti country ... 20 per cent. 

Tottiyani country .. per cent. 

■ Thus was given. 

It is seven months since the ryots and head- 
men of Mdrumuttur* and Kattalai left their 
homes, and they have not yet returned. 

Saturday, July 16 .* — I heard this morning 
that M. Leyrit, the Governor, had gone out by 
the Yaludfi.vAr Gate, to inspect the fortifi- 
cations and the Bound-hedge ; he returned to 
the Fort at nine by tlie Villiyanallfir Gate, so 
i stayed at home. 


^ Not identified. There is a place called Muttfir in Trichinopoly 
aluk, Trichinopoly difitrict. 

^ 5th Adi^ t Sinara ^ 
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I heard that the three English ships which 
were sighted yesterday, one in . the north-east 
and two sonth-east, chased a ship this morning 
which was seen to the south-east, and reached 
the Cuddalore port in^ the evening. I have 
written accordingly. 

Sunday^ July 17 } — I hear that the English 
ships which lay at anchor at the roads put 
to sea and are lying farther out. 

Europeans told me at the sorting-godown 
this morning that a paper drawing had been 
pasted up, showing the branches, buds, leaves, 
flowers, fruit, etc., of the tree of M. Leyrit, the 
incapable Governor ; the Europeans who went 
to hear mass, seeing it, reported the matter to 
the Governor who tore down the paper. 

At six o’clock this evening M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, received a letter reporting the 
capture of Vizagapatam from M. Law, who 
marched with an army from M. Bussy’s camp 
to attack the fort.^ This news had already 
been received. 

A European reported the following news to 
me : — When the fort of Vizagapatam was taken, 
Mr. Smith,® the Governor, two councillors, 200 
soldiers* and some officers were also captured 

* Oth Adit I»u>ara. 

‘.Vizagapatam surrendered to Bussy, Jane 26. 

** This was John Lewin Smith, a writer of 1752, at this time a factor 
at Vizagapatam ; but not the chief, who was Mr. Perceval* 

^ The garrison included 140 English troops inclusive of the sick. 
Perce vaPs narrative, French in India, ii, 353, etc. (India Office). 
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and one Frenchman was killed ; the coun- 
cillors, soldiers, etc., have been imprisoned by 
the commandants but the g:oods and money in 
the fort and the pi'operty of the merchants had 
been removed to Madras by the Enj^lish ship 
which was thei‘e.- .Vccordinf? to SitarAma 
Josier's predictions, these are tokens of the 
English decline, so our other affairs will 
prosper-. 

Mondoij^ Julf/ 18 :' — I went to the Fort this 
moi-ning an<l paid my respects to M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, when he was with othOrs in the 
great hall on tJie south, lie looked cheerfiil. 
Europeans came and congratulated him on the 
news receiA'cd last evening of M. Jjaw’s capture 
of the English town of Vizagapatam. tJiC! 

, hoisting of the French ffag there, and the cap- 
ture of Mr. Bmith, the English commander, 
two councillors and 200 soldi(M-s aiul officers. 
1 congratulated him also, and he was very 
cheerful. When M. IJarthelemy came, the 
Governor told him that the Fremdi had taken 
Vizagapatam, and then rt^ad to him the letter 
he had received about it. After some talk with 
the Governor, M. 11a rthelemy departed. It was 
also written that one Frenchman had been 


' They surrendei-e«l as prisoners oF war. 

® The Marjborotiffh put in on her way not ti» Madras t»ut to Bengal, 
7th AtVt, isvara^ 


3 


10JS9 
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killed, but no more. The Etfropeans were 
saying to-day that the money, goods, etc., in the 
fort had been sent away by sea — this was the 
subject of their conversation. M. Leyrit then 
went into his room and I to my office in 
the flower-garden. jST. Flacourt, Guntur BMi 
Chetti, the people of Olukarai and TAnappa 
Mudali (Kanakaraya Mudali’s younger brother) 
were there. At twelve o’clock a salute of 21 
guns was fired in honour of the capture of the 
English toAvn of Vizagapatam in the north. 

Receipt given by Maharaja R^jasri Waz&rat 
R&ya Vijaya Ananda Ranga RA,yar on 23rd 
Am, Lswara,^ to Appu Mudali, Chokkampattu 
Venkatapati Rcddi, Kirumamp^kkam Saruvfi. 
Reddi and Chilkala Venkatapati Reddi, 
ndttdrH of the Villiyanallur and RA,hur coun- 
tries, for 300 star pagodas paid to the sarkar 
to-day by Rtimayyan, or 1,062 rupees at the 
current rate of 354 rupees per 100 star pagodas 
for the year Dhdthu^ according to their account 
of receipts and issues. 

Copy of the receipt given by Mah4r4ja R4ja- 
sri Waztirat R4ya Vijaya Ananda Ranga Rayar 
on 7th Adi, Isivara,^ to Appu Mudali, Chokkam- 
pattu Venkatapati Reddi, Kirumamp4kkam 
Saruva Reddi and Chilkala Venkatapati Reddi, 
ndttdrs of Villiyanallur and B4hur countries. 


> July 3, 1757. • 1756-1757. » July 18. 1757. 
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for 285 star pagodas or 736 rupees and 290 
rupees in cash or 1,026 rupees remitted to the 
sarkar to-day by R&mayyan for the money due 
on Villiyanallhr and Bahur. 

I hear it has been written that EAchdr 
rockets were being brought by [camel ?]* from 
Arcot to the English attacking Wandiwash, 
but when a shot was fired, the camel fled 
back to camp. 

Formerly our people seized Bandamfirlanka^ 
and another port® and spnt to Masulipatam 
those whom they had seized. But now Vizaga- 
patam has . been taken, and everything is 
happening according to the prediction of 
Sit4rd.ma Josier, who said that everywhere the 
French flag would replace the English. I 
think that what he predicted about mo will 
come to pass. 

Wednesday^ July 20 } — I write to-day the 
news received last night that the English army 
which was encamped about three miles from 
the French army at Wandiwash has retreated.® 


* Reading Ottngai for Thottagai, 

* In the Godavari district. See vol. x, p. 39G, supra. 

* Early in May the French seized the English factory at Mada* 
pollam ; the chief, Andrews, however, had already sent away all the 
Company's goods by sea. He himself retired to the Dutch factory of 
Palikolln, but was obliged by the French to surrender himself. Nelli- 
pilli and Baiidarmalanka were seized shortly afterwards. Public 
Despatches to England, July 3f), 1757, and Public Consultations 
August- 17, 1757. 

^ 9th Adi^ tswara, 

^ They withdrew into cantonments at Conjeeveram, haVing 
convinced themselves that the Frcnqh would not accept battle. See 
Ormefii, 220*221. 
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Thursday, July 21 } — I heard' 'this morning 
that the two English ships visible to the south- 
east of the Fort, that visible to the north-east, 
and the two ships which were cruising to and 
fro, had sailed towards irort St. David, but it 
was not known whether tlicy would return. T 
then went to my office in the flower -garden. 

Friday, July 22 .-- — I heaixl .to-tlay that, on 
receipt of a letter from Balwanta Kao (the 
Nana’s gumastah) who is a sardar of 15,000 
hoj'se and is halting near Kadappan attain fort 
this side of Satghar, saying tliat Mir Sahib 
should be sent back at once*, the people of 
Arcot were fly ing in panic, that houses situated 
a long way from the fort were lieing razed to 
the ground, and that Muhammad ’Alt Klnlii 
had sent his family and childixm to Madras and 
Mylapore as the Maratha horse were plunder- 
ing Ambur and VAuivainbadi. 

I heard from Muhammad ’All Khan’s vakil 
here that lie had recoivetl a letter saying that 
Aniirta Rao (the man sent bj' Bal wanta Bao 
who had come from NaiiAji Bao on account of 
chauth, witli 20,000 horse) set out with 1,000 
horse, left 400 horse in Vellpre and thereabouts, 
and approached x\rcot with 600 horse, and that 
on learning this, Muhammad ,.,’Ali Khan and 

^ loth Atfi, [/««*am], 

* llfh [/w/fYiraJ. 

” The recall of the Poiidichei'y vakil was apparently intended as a 
threat of a general attack, 



1767] 


AvAtmA UASOA PILLAI 


21 


others had gone out to receive him and were 
entertaining him at Arcot, 

The English ships which wore visible north- 
east and south-east of the town were not 
visible to-day but have gone to the port of 
Ouddalore, 

Simdaf/, Jill}/ 24.' — I hoar this morn- 
ing that the English, who had retreat- 
ed, have returned towards AVandiwash; 
200 of the soldiers who have! come from 
Srirangam have boon despatcJicd ; Hussar 
troopers who have also come from Srirangam 
will march to Wandiwash to-morrow; and 
50 soldiers and some sepoys have boon sent to 
Alambarai. Pearsons who had gone out lioyond 
the Bound-gate have been killed and women 
arc being seized by the breast, thrown down 
and ravished ; and others liave been stabbed 
so that tlioir bowels gushed out. 'riiere is no 
one to hear complaints, so how can we exiioct 
justice in other matters ? This is the state of 
the town, as I hoar from many people. 

About half-past sevtm to-night, when 
EAmayya Pillai (M. Barthelemy’s servant) was 
returning with music and dancing, torches, 
palankins, horses, etc., from A.Hdkamlai^, after 
performing his wife’s ceremonies, as he entered 

• ISth Adi, igwara. 

* The expression may mean *A place planted with AsfMca trees* 
Ceremonies are generally performed under the shade of such trees. 
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tho Madras Gate on the north, 15 sepoys posted 
there by an officer (whose name I do not know) 
with orders to wait until these people with 
their followers had reached the sentry north of 
the ditch, and then to pursue and beat them 
with the butts of their muskets, bej^an to boat 
Eiimayya Pillai’s people — horsemen, palankin- 
bearors, musicians, torch-bearers, lance-men, 
dancers, etc., — so they all Hod, Then VinAyakan 
and the Nayinar who had managed tho busi- 
ness, collected all tho. people and telling them 
to follow, entered tlio gate first. Ramayya 
Pillai’s younger brother and a few others wore 
slightly beaten, but when Vinayakan and the 
Nayinar who could not run, demanded why 
their people had been thus beaten, they too 
wore struck with tho butt ends, whei*eon they 
fled. After this [ • • • ]-‘ Vinayakan 

alone returned, and called to a servant from 
outside, instead of keeping quiet after his 
blows, and secured admission by promising to 
give the officer 100 rupees. The officer said to 
VinA vakan, ‘ What can I do if people enter with 
such a train at night ? There is a danger of 
the enemy’s entering with them.^ That is 
why your people were pursued and beaten.’ 
So saying he accepted tho rupees and admitted 


^ A few words have been lost here. 

^ He was perhaps thinking of some of Sivaji's enterprises. 



1767] 


JNAtrVA BANG A PILL At 


23 


Vin^yakan. ’’the others who had scattered at 
last reached the PerumAl temple, where they lit 
their torches and went home accompanied by 
music and dancing, and saying ‘ We will com- 
plain of this’ placing their hands on their heads. 
M, Barthelemy who was told about it informed 
M. Lcyrit, the Governor, Avho issued an order, 
with which they went out this morning. Love 
of money and the Governor’s neglect of affairs 
have induced men to beat others like this and 
take their money. I liaye dwelt in this town 
for 38 years. When M. Du];)lcix formerly ruled, 
there wei*e many troubles, but what is hap- 
pening now is a thousand times worse than 
those. I also managed alfairs then, but never 
did I sec such a thing as has happened to-day. 
Bvorykind of atrocity has now been committed 
except dragging women from their houses and 
carrying them away. Peons, Europeans and 
coolies enter houses, and take away cattle, 
horses, cows, calves, etc., without the knowl- 
edge of their owners, and they boat or threaten 
any who question their doings. I cannot 
describe the injustice that is being done in the 
town. When the Second .settles disputes at the 
Choultry, he orders 200 or 300 stripes. I 
cannot adequately describe his actions. M. 
Barthelemy is now what Ma.riyS,dar&man,’ was 

^ A man distinguished for his justice and shrewd intelligence in 
Siiuth Indian folk-tales a selection of which has been published by 
Mr. P. Bamachandra Bao. The comparison is of course ironical. 
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of old. Formerly, with M. Lenoir as Governor 
and M. Dnlaurens as Second, the town jiros- 
pered; tlie jungles became populous ; poverty 
departed, wealth entered, and truth shone ; Imt 
now untruth flourishes with its attendant 
evils. I have written in four linos what people 
say of all this injustice. But inasmuch as it 
prevails everywhere, none can wonder. A Car- 
natic Raja can be set up only after the Moghul 
PadshA.h has fallen. All is happening as 
Ritarama Josior predicted in 7{^rdd/i(n)a} No 
one is therefore to blame ; and the wise will 
(•oncludo that this is the work of the times. 

Jultj 20 .^ — 1 hear tliat the English 
army has retreated into Conjeeveram. 

Wedii<'S(l(( Jnltf :i7 ? — I hoard this morning 
that Ayyan SAstri had tied toranama in Vala- 
panthal,‘ and that, as the English peoph; in 
the Arumpuliyur and t^alaiiiArkam countries' 
had retreated, Ayyan SAstri was going to tie 
torandnis there also. 

A few soldiers and sepoys are marcliing to 
Alambarai to join our army (‘ueamped near 
Wandiwash. 


* 1 74r» -1741*1.^ 

• laih AilK fxd'iini, 

Ifith ..I///, Istrara* 

A vilLigo ill the Arcet taluk. 

■' Arnnipiiliyur and SAlnvAkkam in the MadiirAntakam taluk 
Chiuglepnt ilistrict. 
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Thursday 'yuly 28} —I heard that Amirta 
R&o (Balwanta BAo’s f?amastah), who was 
halting at SAtghar for a week, has reached 
Vellore with 300 or 400 horse. When MurtazA 
' Alt KhAn learnt this, he sent his people to 
receive him, gave him a least, and is arranging 
about chauth ; later on he* will go to Muham- 
mad *Ali KhAn at Arcot, who has prepared a 
lodging for him and is expecting him ; but as 
Muhammad ’ Alt KhAn has sent his children 
to Madras and Mylaporo,. the inhabitants, 
merchants, etc., are dying in fear, and , as 
Maratha horse are expected, it has been notified 
by beat of tom-tom that the people should 
depart in order to avoid danger. 

I heard to-day that tAvo English slnps had 
been sighted off the roads. 

Europeans are saying that nows has reacdied 
Mah^ from Bombay that tAvo English men-of- 
war fully equipped for AA^ai' have reached 
Bombay much damaged, but it is not known 
whether the damage was i-ec;eived in battle or 
bad weather. I have written accordingly. 

Sunday, July 31 } — This morning the Gov- 
ernor read to the councillors the Europe letter 
received yesterday. It contained the same 
news about M. Dupleix as the letter which M. 
Bartix^lemy received yesterday, but added that 


» 17th Adi ChtMtra]. • Amirta B4o. • 20th Adi, Atoar^. 
4 
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the English had been defeated in the war 
between them and the French in Europe. After 
talking of this for a quarter of an hour, M. 
Leyrit and M. Barthelemy went into the 
Governor's i*com to talk privately, so we all 
came downstairs. I ^ont to my office in the 
flower-garden, and the others wont homo. 

At seven o’clock to-night two English ships 
and a sloop appeared off the roads. Imme- 
diately the Governor and others ordered men to 
be posted by the guns mounted on the bencli 
ramparts. The ships were also got road}% and 
coloured lights wore hung on the flagstaff on the 
famparts. The drums beat, and the Europeans 
in the town were ordered to assembl(^ anti be 
ready. The captain fired a shot as the Bnglisli 
ships apx)roached, but it fell short. The ships 
dropped anchor to the north-east. 
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Monday, August 7.' — Of M. [le] Biclie’s 
letters received from Europe, one was to me 
and the other to M. Bartholcmy. His letter 
says that, as M. Dupleix’ affairs have not been 
settled, he is contincd to his house with few 
poi-sons about liim ; Miidame Dupleix is very 
ill, and her daugl iter’s marriage has been post- 
poned ; the English havo'been defeated by the 
French in battle,* but no ships had sailed till 
November. 1 reported this and the injustice 
in the town to the Governor, and a<lded that 
1 could not say when God would remove this 
injustice, but perhaps Ho would remove it in 
Avan i ov Parotid si y'ATiid that witJi the ships’ 
arrival, the town would become happy. 1 then 
took leave and went to my ollice in the flower- 
garden. 

Tuesday, August 2.^—1 hoard to-day Mir 
In&yat-ul-lah’s nows that of the 1,000 Nan5’s 
horse who followed Amirta E4o to Arcot, 000 
or 700 had gone as far as Ambur, vaniyambMi, 
Tiruppatthr and Virinchipuram, plundering 
the country.* 

^ Zl»t Adi, t$wara, 

* Alluding probably to the loss of Minorca, 

* AugU8t-S^teinl>er or September- October 

* ii2nd Adi^ Istvara. 

^ Of. Orme, ii, 228, etc. 
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Wednesday, August 5.* — At eight o’clock this 
morning I went to the Fort. M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, was in the great hall with the 
verandah on the southern side of the Oouverne- 
ment with M. Guillard, M. Brenier, M. Char- 
pentier, M. Solminiac and four or five other 
ofiftcers, I wont upstairs and paid my respects 
to the GovoiTior, otc. The Governor stared at 
me, and the rest bowed, except two or three 
who raised their hats. 

A Goa mestice, or Portuguese lascar (I do not 
know if ho is a gunner) who was on one of the 
English ships in the roads, jumped into the sea 
last night and swam ashore. 'VVhon he had 
reached the shore, a sentinel took him to the Fort 
gate, and the officer on guard there sent him 
with a corporal to the Governor upstairs. The 
Governor and others questioned him about the 
English ships. He replied, ‘ My ship contained 
150 lascars, mestices and topasses, 10 English- 
men and some Frenchmen who were prisoners 
of war at Cuddaloro. The same number are 
on the other two ships. The man-of-war is 
filled with all sorts of munitions— shot, shell, 
etc. The ship on which the captain^ sails, has 
20 or 30 more Europeans. Fifteen or twenty 
days ago, they tried to seize or burn the ship. 


• 23rd Adi, Iswara. 

* Captain probably signifies ’commanding officer,* oommo- 
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[The commander] betted the Governor of 
Madras that he would seize or burn the ship by 
July 31. The month of July has passed and it 
is now August 3. I do not know what he will 
do.^ ’ When he spoke jbhus to the Governor 
and the rest, the Governor said that he must 
be a liar and ordered a corporal to be posted 
over him, and the man to be detained in the 
hospital on hospital food. 

In the course of this conversation, 
M. Barth^lemy, M. Desvaiix, M. Boyelleau and 
other councillors came to attend tlic council. 
When the Governor wont into the council-hall, 
M. Desvaux gave him two letters. A fter the 
letters had boon read, M. Desvaux said some- 
thing about me. I think the letters must relate 
to the country affairs. After the Governor 
had entered the council room, Kandappan said 
that the council had met to read,tho letters 
received from M. Bussy yesterday and added, 

‘ M. Bussy is at Vizagapatam with 30,000 mon.^ 
The councillor, lilr. Perceval, and the com- 
mandant of the place agreed in writing that 


* The English Hhips cruising off Pondichery were H.M.S. Triton ^ 
Captain Townley, and H.C.S. Revenge, They had arrived too late to 
cat^ the Gloire which had and ved from the iHlands on Juno 30. 
{Madras Military DespcUches to England, J uly 30, 1 757.) 

® Actually about 7,tX)0. Vizagapatam surrendered on June 2l>, 
Bussy behaving with great generosity. Owing to a mutiny of the 
garrisM he actually entered the place l^fore signing the capitulation 
agreed on, but signed it afterwards. Percevar.s narrative occurs in 
the French in Tmlia, ii, 353, etc. (India Office Kecords.) 
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the custom about the bearing of arms by those 
taken in war should be observed, and tl^t they 
should be ready to appear when required, 
and then departed. The soldiers have been 
imprisoned and Mr. Clive is coming with a 
squadron. This news I learnt from the har- 
kara.’ Aftorwaids I wont to niy office in the 
flower-garden. The council l)roko up at ton 
and then M. I>arthelcmy wont homo. I do not 
know what happened. 

Thursdai/, AugiiM 4} — Gopalakrishnama 
Chetti, Sungu Beshachala Chetti, Godavar-thi 
Vonkat4chala Chetti and others came to me 
and said, ‘ Wo bought Muchinisu* broadcloth, 
English pattern, from two Portuguese, tl^e 
Salo: lions’ for 10,000 and odd rupees in 2V/V', 
Bhara* stipulating that the amount should* 
be paid in six months, or in default We shoqld 
furnish sewurity. 585 rupees are duo on the 
transaction. They have sent a note by .a>: 
dubSiSh (whoso name 1 do not know) request- 
ing us to send the amount by shrofE Mdlugiri’ 
Chetti and Rayalayyan, and agreeing to retmm 
the bond on production to-morrow morning 
of the two receipts already given.’ So saying 
they delivered up the receipt. 


* 24th Alii, [tumiraj. 

• Is this a variant of the'Machin* of e^trly Arab writers P Jf, 
it probably means here ‘ the sort sent to China/ 

• They were Jewish merchants of Madras. 

* January- February 1755. 
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Sitndap, AuguM 1 } — I hear to-day that 
Amirta RS,o (the Ndn&’s vaktl) followed by 
1,000 ttbopers is with Muhammad ’All Kh4n at 
Arcot ; he entered into an agreement with the 
latter for eight lakhs of , rupees — five lakhs on 
mortgage of the countries and thi*ee lakhs 
on mortgages with the killedars — whereon 
Muhammad -All KhA,n took leave of Amii’ta 
RAo, promising to send him some money as 
sooii as he reached Madras by Avay of Conjee- 
voram. I have written this. 1 conclude from 
tliis agr()cment of Muhammnd ’Alt Klifin and 
his departure, that hois like betel-nut in a nut- 
cutter, for about 15,000 of the Nanri’s horse ai‘e 
at SMghar. Amirta Rao is near at hand with 
1,000 more, and the French army is close by 
engaging the English, lie therefore, thinking 
that> there would be danger in resistance, sent 
his wife to Madras and Mylaporc, and himself 
entofed into this agreement in order to oseap<\ 
T do not think that hois sincere. 

I hoard this evening that M. Aumont had 
entered the town with his troopox's. 

Tuesday^ Angmt 9 } — As I was unwell, 
I was bn diet and too weak to go out this 
morning. 

InnHsi, the Pariah servant of M. Dupleix. 
remained hero when M. Dupleix departed for 


*g7th Adi, ttteara. *S9lh Adi, tnearv- 



32 TBE O^r OP • [Ato. 


® e 

Europe. This fellow has been- secretly send- 
ing oilers of help to the English. He also, ac- 
companying the French army when it marched 
against Wandiwash, wrote to the English from 
there, created disuniop among the sepoys, and 
induced them desert to the cnrjmy. One day 
one of his letters was seized, so he has been 
arrested and sent hither. A council was held 
this morning and he was hanged this evening. 

Saturdaf/, Augiifit 13 } — 1 heard seven or 
eight days ago that according to the oitiers 
of Balwanta Rao (Sau Bh4ji R&o’s sardAr) 
who is near SS,tghar, Mulav&lam. and 
K61alam, etc. places with 15,0(X) horse. 
Amirta RA,o had gone with 500 horse to 
Arcot, whence he and Muhammad ’Ali 
Kh^n proceeded to Madras. Now I hear 
that, after an interview with Mr. Pigot, the 
(Governor of Madras, Muhammad ’Alt Khtln is 
I’esiding at M. Barno wall’s garden .situated on 
the road from Triplicano to Madras.® Amirta 
BAo is at Tiruvottiydr, and Muhammad 'Ali 
Kh&n has agreed to pay him something so that 
he may help him instead of withdrawing his 
1,000 horse ; the merchants and rich men at 
Madras are sending their property away to 

^ lat Avani, f»wara. 

* Colonel Love (Vestiges, ii, p. 621) mentions Barnewall as 
having owned land at Chepank, which was bought and added to 
the Company's garden. It is possible that he had also owned 'the 
very small house situated on the sea-shore ' where Muhammad 'Alt 
was living in 1767 {Op. cit,^ ii, 611). 
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Pulicat and other places of safety, for they 
greatly fear that their heavy losses of twelve 
years ago will be repeated, as they certainly 
will. When the French captured Madras in 
Piirattdsi, Akshayct^ Malifm Kh4n, and the 
present Muhammad ’All Khan (Anwar-ud-dln 
KhAn’s sons) helped [the English], Anwar- 
ud-dln KhAn perished, and the Arcot subah 
was lost. All these things arc well-known. 
BhAij Kao’s man, Amirta Kao, has now joined 
Muhammad ’Ail Khan, and tliis is a sign that 
Madras will fall into French hands this year. 
It remains to be seen what happens according 
to SltArAma Josier’s fonner and Siibba .Tosicr’s 
present predictions. 

Fifty Hussars marched witli M. Goupil 
to-day to join the camp by Avav of Chetpattu 

C ]. 

Friday t August 19 ? — At half-past seven 
this morning, I went to the Fort and paid my 
respects to the Governor as ho was talking to 
M. Pichard, M. Bronier and other officers, 
M. Desvaux, etc., in the groat hall on the 
south. After waiting tliero for about a quarter 
of an hour, I went to the sorting-godown* 
There M. Guillard came and paid me his 
compliments. I thanked him. He said, ‘You 
have been saying ever since last year that this 
year all the country, the expenses of war, the 

^ September-October 1746. 

5 


*7//i Aeani fswara^ 



34 


TOT DUBT OP 


[AUO. 19, 


* 

commanders, forts, etc., will pass under the 
King’s control and that the Company will be 
limited to trade and that King’s troops and 
commanders will arrive from Europe. Yester- 
day M. du Bausset and M. Delarche received 
letters from M. Dupleix saying that things 
will happen as you have said. Your astrol- 
oger must bo very wise. You say that the 
English will lose all their factories in India 
and the Muhammadans a largo extent of terri- 
tory ; last year the King of Prance ordered the 
despatch of 4,500 or 5,000 soldiers, 22 ships 
and two of his commanders, and 10 ships sailed 
on the 29th November and 12 ships on the 
14th December for Pondichery.* M. Dupleix 
has gone with his family to Champagne. His 
wife is seriously ill, and her daughter’s marri- 
age has been deferred. M. Godeheu is highly 
spoken of, and his advice is being taken about 
the despatch of the expedition to India. I 
cannot say what other news there is. M. 
Delarche and M. du Bausset looked very 
downcast as they read their letters ; perhaps 
because they contained ill news about their 
• affairs or because M. Dupleix’ business has 


* In the following month the English learnt from a Dutch source 
that the expedition was to consist of 6 King's and 22 Company's 
ships sailing in three divisions in November and December 1756 and 
January 1757. (Letter from Wynch, September 23. ap. Military 
CoHSultcUiom^ September 26, 1757.) This arrangement was not how 
ever exactly followed — Cf . Lacour-Gayet, La Marine Militaire sann 
le rigne de Louis XV, p. 399, and Orme, ii, 234. 
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not prospered* ' What do your a^^trologers say 
about the future ? ’ I replied, ‘ The news now 
received agrees with what I formerly said. I 
have been told what will happen after the 
ships’ arrival and you should observe what 
happens. This is but the beginning of the 
ruin of Delhi and the decline of the Moghul 
rule. I will tell you the rest after observing 
what happens in this.’ M. Logon, M. Bertrand 
and M. Drou6t, an bid man, then came up, and 
they talked at length about the affair men- 
tioned above, and departed. Afterwards M. 

I ] ^ asked M. Guillard how this letter 

had come. The latter replied that a sloop 
which had brought nows to the Dutch at 
Negapatam from Amsterdam had also brought 
these letters from M. Dupleix, and then 
I’eturned. I wont to my oftico in the flower- 
garden. 

Saturday, Augmt 20 .^ — At eight o’clock this 
morning, I went to the Fort and paid my res- 
pects to M. Leyrit, the Governor, when he was 
upstairs talking with Senhor St. Paul, the 
councillor at Tranquebar. Then a ship was 
sighted, on seeing which the councillor said 
that a ship was on her way from Ti'anquebar. 
Th© flag was hoisted at the Fort, and, on enter- 
ing the roads, the captain of the ship fired a 
salute, which was returned from the shore. 

* Blank in the original. 8th AoaiU, leieara. 
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Then I went to the sorting-go^own where I 
saw M. Guillard to whom 1 paid my respects 
which he returned, and said, ‘ The ships will 
arrive any day, as news has been received of 
their despatch from Europe and of their hav- 
ing boon sighted half-\Vay. I cannot say when, 
but their arrival must be a matter of hours, 
not of days. Nor can I say what new injustice 
will be added to the old bcfoi-e they come. 
We shall see.’ I replied, ‘ The French flag 
was hoisted here 57 years ago^ and in the last 
three years injustice never before heard of has 
occurred. The town must either prosper or 
go to ruin, but, as it is destined to greatness, 
a packet will be received with ^orders which 
will bring about twice as groat prosperity as 
was enjoyed in M. Lenoir’s time. I have leamt 
that after the flftioth year, there will ; be 
great prosperity. As it begins this year, the 
packet will surely be received by the expected 
ships.’ — ‘ True,’ ho said and added that all 
said the same. AVc then talked about other 
matters. 

I observed, ‘ The merchants at Madras 
are sending their money away to Pulicat 
and other places. When the French formerly 
captured Madras and hoisted their flag, the 
Perumfi,! temple, the Iswaran temple and the 


That ia, on the rendition of Pondichory to the French by the 
Dutch in 1699. ' 
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houses up to Sunguvar’s house were allowed 
to stand. Their destruction has now been 
ordered and the fact published by beat of 
tom-tom. So the merchants went to Mr. 
Pigot and asked hiid how ho could destroy 
such ancient temples, lie replied, “ The town 
is in danger and it is therefore necessary 
to demolish them. If you agree quietly, 
well and good ; if not, 1 shall send men 
to destroy them.”' Thinking that it was 
no use seeking to bai'g^iin with him, they 
requested him to give them a month within 
which to remove the idols from the temples 
before their destruction and to find houses 
elsowhcro. He refused this, but gave them 15 
days.^ When the French captured the town 
before and hoisted their flag, half the town 
was destroyed and now the whole will go to 
ruin, and the name of Madras will be forgot- 
ten. At first the town was very jirosperous ; 
then it lost half its greatness ; and now the 
very name of the town will disappear ; there- 
fore the time has come to destroy the remain- 
ing houses.’ — ‘ True,’ he replied, and added, 
‘ If they had not hoard of the despatch of so 
many ships for us, they would not have 
ordered such a thing ; but they must have had 
definite news about it to have ordered the 
houses to be destroyed. Henceforward I think 


^ Cf« Call’s letter, a/?. Love, ii, 526. 
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the Enj^lish -will lose all their hope of Madras.’ 
After talking about other matters, he went 
homo, and I took leave and wont to my office 
in the flowor-gai'den. 

Sunday, Atigimt 21 . \ — I heard to-day that, as 
M. Mauricot - had shot M. Flacourt last night, 
the former tried to escape in disguise, but the 
Fort gate is not opened till nine o’clock in the 
morning, and people going to and fro are only 
lot pass after examination, oven after the 
gates are opened. M. Delarche and M. des 
Naudi6res, the greffi,er, have been appointed 
to enquire into the matter and report. 1 do 
not know what will happen. 

Monday, Augmt 22.^ — M. Saubinet and 
M. Bronier permitted M. Mauricot to escape at 
nine o’clock to-night by the Sea-gate. But ' as 
he approached the mouth [of the Ariyanfcup- 
pam river], the sepoys there seized him and 
reported the matter to the sentinel at the 
Sea gate. When M. Saubinet and M. Bronier 
learnt this, they wont and beat the sepoys and 
drove them away, and rousing the chelinga- 
poople from their sleep, told them to bring a 
chelinga into which they put M. Mauricot 
with orders that he was to be taken beyond 
the Ariy&nkuppam roads. 

• Oih A coni. 

‘ Appointed Sous-conimis in 1740. Compagiiie to Pondichery, 
November 0, 1740. 
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Monday^ Augvist 29 } — I hear to-dfty that 
Amirta BAo (the NAiiA’s gumastah) who was 
about to return from Madras to A root because 
he could not come to terms with the English, 
has been pacified by Muhammad ’AK KhAn 
with a promise of a mortgage on Tirupati® 
for two lakhs of rupees, broadcloth for 30,000 
pagodas, and a mortgage on villages in the 
Conjeeveram country for two lakhs of rupees. 

I also hear that Balwanta BAo, who is 
halting in the Kadappanattara forests* with 

10.000 or 15,000 horse, has kept 1,000 or 1,500 
horse with him and sent the rest to seize 
Madanapalle, Gurramkonda, etc. places under 
the Cuddapah man ; on learning this, ’Abd- 
ul-nabi KhAn of Cuddapah has marched with 

5.000 or 6,000 horse, and therefore Balwanta 
BAo has decided to rejoin with his followers 
his army whore it lies encamped, after 
worshipping the God in Tirupati. 


•* 17th Atxuii, inwara. 

* Important as a source of ready money from the temple revenues 
which were farmed out. Tirupati had been assigned to the English 
in 1753 (Military Consult atiofts, 1753, p. 140). account of the 
revenue will be found in Graeme's Report, March 31, 1818. (Revenue 
and Judicial Selections, i, 969, etc.)* 

. » Cf Orme, ii. 227. 
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Friday^ September 2 } — At eleven o’clock 
to-day I heard that the Governor had to-day 
settled b}" means of M. Delarche the long- 
standing return of R&mayyapattanam, etc. 
places which belonged to the Vellore nawt\b 
but whicli had been attacked and seized by 
the French army when the Nellore country 
was attacked, about which two months ago 
Murtaz^ ’Ali Khan of Vellore sent a white 
horse and some presents, which were lodged 
in the house opposite Nainiya Pillai’s. Thus 
the matter has ended successfully, and, in con- 
sideration of the help afforded to Murtazfi. ’Ali 
KhA>n, he is to give presents to the value of 
10,000 rupees in addition to the white horse he 
has already sent. I cannot say if the presents 
are in excess or short. When the presents 
were delivered to-day a salute of 15 guns was 
fired, instead of 11 as usual. The following 
presents were given in return : — 

Ten pieces of broadcloth ; 
four rolls of velvet ; 
two rolls of silk ; 
twelve small knives ; 
a chest of glass^, and six pairs of scissors. 


* 21 U Avemi, lawara. 


* Vitaru ; whioh I suppose is vUre, 
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Thursday^ September S .^ — On my way to the 
Fort at eight o’clock this morning I heard 
many saying that a black and white flag had 
been hoisted at the Fort flag-staff as a sign of 
war, when ten or twelve ships were sighted. 
The two English ships in the Cuddalore roads 
had already sailed for Madras this morning, 
and large French ships have been seen off 
Narambai and NallavMi sailing along the 
coast. I went to my oflftce in the flower-garden. 

I also hear that letters arrived at nine 
o’clock by catamaran from K&rikM saying 
that the ships are ours. 

Friday^ September 9? — To-day being the 
sixteenth day after the birth of a son to 
Chiranjivi SaubhA-gyavathi Tripurasundari, 
the child has been named Saravana B8dA>sivan 
and all ceremonies performed. 

M. Guillard, M. Boyelleau, M. Pichard the 
German commander, and M. Law, went last 
night to escort ashore Brigadier Monsieur le 
Chevalier de Soupire and M. le Chevalier de 
Dure", his Second, who have come by the 
King’s ship from Europe ; but they said that 
they would come this morning. So the afore- 
said four persons returned at six o’clock this 
morning to escort them. On hearing that 
they had entered their boat, 1 went to the Fort 

»• sntli Jvam, tnoara. * SBth Jvam, itwank, 

• Tb« Gbi«f Engiqecn- qf t4« •xpeditioq. 
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and paid my respects to M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, in the presence of M. du Bausset 
and other councillors who were there. He 
looked blank and looked blanker still after I 
had gone up to him. A salute of 15 guns was 
fired by the ship when M. le Chevalier de 
Soupire and the others got into the chelinga. 
The other ship and the one in the roads replied 
with a like number. Seeing the chelinga 
approach the shore, M. Leyrit sot out to go 
to the Beach, but before ho had reached, the 
stairs, M. Delarchc, M. du Bausset, M. Desvaux, 
and M. Lenoir went and whispered to him that 
the chelinga had a long way yet to come, and 
asked if it was necessary to go so soon. So 
M. Leyrit returned, but he had scarcely gone ten 
steps when a peon came and reported that the 
chelinga was approaching. Thereon he again 
started for the Beach and waited by the Sea- 
gate. The Second joined him beyond the East 
Gate of the Fort. As the chelinga entered the 
roads and before M. le Chevalier de Soupire 
and his Second M. le Chevalier de Dure, had 
landed, the soldiers, Topasses and Coffrees 
were drawn up from below the Oouvemement 
in the Fort down to the Beach, plantain trees 
and coconut branches were tied in rows, and 
nautch-people, music, actors, the Fish standard 
and other marks of honour were made ready. 
On landing M. le Chevalier de Soupire waited 
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sometime, and did not leave the Beach until 
he had ordered sloops to be sent at once to 
land the troops^. M. Leyrit and he saluted 
each other and the councillors paid their 
respects. Then the ramparts fired 100 and odd 
guns and all went up the Gouvemement. There 
all went and paid their respects, and I did the 
same. He returned his compliments. The 
two gentlemen who have come, M. Leyrit, and 
the second and third captains of the ship, 
went into the room east of the council-hall 
in the Gouvernement, closed the door, and, 
having conferred, sent for M. Charpentier and 
gave him an order. When he had gone away, 
M. du Bausset was sent for. When after some 
talk he too had been dismissed, the Governor 
took the gentleman over the Gouvemement 
and showed him his apartments. I do 
not know what the new man said to M. Leyrit, 
but the latter told the councillors to go home. 
As they were leaving, M. Guillard said to me, 
‘ "W hy should you wait here when we council- 
lors have been told to go ? Come along.’ As 
we came down talking, M. Guillard said, ‘ Until 
M. Lally’s arrival as Lieutenant-General, this 
man will be chief, so M. Leyrit must obey him. 
We will talk about other matters •to-morrow.’ 
M. Guillard then departed, but, as 1 was going 


^ The Begiment of Lorraiae and a company of artillery. fik>opire1i 
Mimoire, pp. 5, etc. 
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along, I did not hear the tambour beating at 
the gate for the Second as ho passed on his way 
home. I hoar that the tambour which used 
to beat for the Second will beat for M. Leyrit 
and that beaten for ]^. Leyrit will now beat 
for the new man. 

Saturday, September 10 } — The Br&hman 
who has brought letters from M. LouSt, the 
Hirecteur at Mahd, dated fourteen days ago, 
reported the following nows to me to-day 
‘ On Saturday, eight Europe ships were sighted 
off Mahc ; two of the captains landed to 
confer with M. LouCt; the Hirectear and told 
him that they were destined for Pondichery. 
The next day, Sunday, I was despatched with 
a letter about the business they spoke of. I 
delivered the letter last night to the Governor, 
that is, on the thirteenth day of my jourboy, 
and reported to him that, as the winds 
were favourable, the ships would arrive in 
four or five days.’ The astrologers have 
predicted that M. Lally’s squadron will ariive 
on the 6th PurattdLsi? but from what these 
people say, I think it will come on the 
2nd.* This is all the news and it remains 
to be seen what happens. 

* 29th Araiii, tsieara. ■ September, 18. 

* According to the log of the Prince de Conti, captured later in the 
year, two vessels of 'Bouvet’s squadron were off Mah^, August 23-;;26 ; 
and these must be the vessels alluded to. Ranga Pillai was mistaken 
in snpposing them to be the remainder of the expedition with Lally 
on board. 
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I hear that six or seven of the ships that 
have now arrived will sail to-night. 

Sunday^ September 11 } — I intended to 
go to my office in the flower-garden this 
morning. 

o • 

After the council attended by M. lo Cheva- 
lier do Soupiro and others had broken up, M. 
Soupirc gave his despatch to M. Bouvet who 
commands the ships that have now arrived, 
and who is proceeding with seven ships to 
Mascaroigno or elsewhere.? M. Bouvet, having 
received his despatch, went to the beach and 
took boat for his ship. A salute of 15 guns 
was fired on shore. After M. Bouvet had 
embarked, I went to my office in the flower- 
garden and came home at noon. 

Monday, Septmnber 12 } — At seven o’clock 
this morning, I called on M. Barthdlomy the 
Second. I went upstairs and paid him my 
respects. He asked what good news the 
Europe ships had brought. I replied that 
I had not heard anything, but that the 
Europeans in the town gave conflicting 
accounts and the Tamils even more conflicting 


1 30th Avon*, Iswara. 

* Bouvet's reasons for this precipitate return are explained in his 
letter to Soupire printed in the latter's M4moire^ p. 9. He sajs 
that he is short of shot, which is used as ballast on two of his vessels , 
and they are too high in the water as it is. It seems an odd reason* 
when he could have filled up with sand. But his main motive was 
doubtless fear of being caught by the breaking of the monsoon. 

* Sl$t Avani, tawara. 
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ones. M. Barth^lemy said, ‘Just so. I hear 
that people say that I and two or three other 
councillors have been dismissed and that 
sentries have been set over my house. This 
is false. M. le Chevg,lier de Soupire who has 
just arrived has power to do as he likes in the 
war, both ashore and at sea ; but the Company 
remains in charge of the country, lands, 
merchandise and all other affairs of the town, 
and the council here has been ordered by the 
King of Franco to* find pay for the King’s 
people, and even to provide him with what- 
ever ho demands. However the King’s men 
have nothing to do with the affairs of the 
country, the town or the trade.^ M. Lally is 
coming as Lieutenant O&neral dii Roi. . On 
his arrival, the beating of the Second’s 
tambour and other honours now rendered to 
M. Leyrit and the honour now rendered to 
Chevalier M.de Soupire by beating the tambour- 
aux-cham.ps and the honours belonging to 
other great men, will be rendered to M. Lally.* 
I am not now shown any respect when I 
attend on the Company’s business ; so also 
then M. Leyrit will be only a Company’s 
servant without honour or respect. There 


1 The same limitation was imposed on Lally *8 powers. “ 11 
laissera entierement aux gouverneurs et aux conseils de la Compagnie 
la direction du commerce.'* Soupire -b Mimoire^ p. 10. 

* Cf. vol ii, pp. 120, 121 and note. 
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will be no difference shown in the respect 
paid to all us councillors.’ 

He then asked if M. Godeheu had sent me 
any letter. I replied, ‘ None, up to now ; nor 
have I heard any news. I have not oven 
enquired. Everything will happen according 
to my fortune. Good and evil surely come at 
the appointed time, so I neither seek news 
nor visit people.’ ]M. Barth^lemy said, ‘ M. 
Clouet has been appointed Commissary,^ and, 
as master of the country, be will examine the 
accounts of the countries under your manage- 
ment. Moreover orders will bo received 
allowing you to retain the countiy now 
managed by you with which the council will 
have nothing to do. There must be letters 
for you from Godeheu which you will got 
when the council’s packets have been opened. 
I shall not have anything to do with the 
country or villages under you nor will 1 take 
a lease of the villages. I shall not interfere 
in these affairs.’ I replied, ‘ Of course I will 
tell you if I receive any letters, nor will I 
keep any news from you.’ He then asked 
why I had written to the Company, M. Mon- 
taran and M. Godeheu without showing my 

^ The Company had often complained that it did not receive 
adequate information about the management of ita revenues. 
Finally it appointed Clouet to the general charge of the collection. 
Company to the Pondichery Council, March 19, 1759 (Lally, Pi6ce% 
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letters to him as ordered. I replied that the 
Company’s letters were already in the box, and, 
as the time was opportune when I went to the 
Fort, I had put them in. He observed that 
the news contained in my letters had been 
written to him confidentially by one in Europe. 
I asked if he had not seen the Company’s 
letters to the council. He replied that he had 
not, for the packet had not yet been opened. 

Saturday, September 17 } — I hear that the 
Tamil, Telugu, etc.- merchants at Cuddalore 
and officials, etc. have sent their wives, 
children and relations with their money to 
Ariyalflr, UdaiyfirpA,laiyam, etc. places, so 
that only one or two remain in each house, 
and the Europeans who have sent their 
women and money to Negapatam, Tranquebar, 
etc. places are preparing themselves for war 
and collecting munitions. As this is a time 
of loss for them, the sight of our army will 
strike them with such alarm and fear, 
however ready they may bo, that they will 
deliver up the fort and become prisoners of 
war. I have learnt this already. In Madras 
itself people are dashing one pot against 
another, just as they are at Cuddalore and 
Fort St. David, and are removing in great 
haste their goods, money, families and 


* $th f*urattd»i, ttvoora. 
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children to Pulicat, etc. places. The Shdstras * 
say that the English will lose all their 
factories in India ; what is now happening 
confirms it. 1 conclude therefore that the 
French will conquer and rule the country up 
to Delhi. The French armies have marched 
fully equipped to the high ground at Perumbai 
Lakshmana N&yakkan’s mantapam. It is 
said that M. the Chevalier de Dure will set 
out to take command on Wednesday or 
Thursday. 

Sunday, September 18 } — This morning I 
went to the Port and paid my respects to M. 
the Chevalier de Soupire as he was entering 
the Oouvemement after hearing mass at church. 
I then went to the sorting-godown and stayed 
there. Two or three Europeans who came 
said, ‘ On the third, fourth, fifth or sixth 
January 1757 (corresponding with 23rd, 24th, 
25th [or 26th] Mdrgali last) two of the St. 
Paul’s priests at Paris, having removed their 
usual padre’s dress and put on layman’s 
costume, with concealed weapons, went to the 
palace of King Louis XY as if to talk with 
him ; but while the King was listening to 
their conversation, they stabbed him in the 
loins and he fell down before they could 
repeat the blow. Immediately these two 


^ astrologen learned in the ShdntrcLB. 
* 6th PuraUdBi^ tswarctf 
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were seized and imprisoned, * their bodies 
cut with a chisel, and a corrosive substance 
poured over them. When they were still 
suffering from these bums, they were asked 
who had sent them to murder the King, but 
they replied that they themselves had re- 
solved to do the act and had not been 
instigated by any. In spite of all their pain, 
they refused to betray those who had set them 
on to murder the King, and died ; but as 
the King is destined to live long and enjoy 
more extensive dominions and fortune, he 
recovered from his wounds. News of this 
reached the King of Portugal. The St. 
Paul’s priests have twice before tried to 
stab the King but in vain, but this time they 
have succeeded in wounding him. It is not 
known what has happened to the St. Paul’s 
priests. This news has been brought by this 
Portuguese ship.’ ^ Having listened to this 
conversation, I went to my ofQce in the 
flower-garden. In Kdrttigai, Krbdhana^ 
Sit&r&ma J6sier of Vaippflr said that in the 
year Krbdhanci? and in the 37th year of my 


^ This refers to the attempt of Damiens on the King's life, at 
Versailles, January 5, 1757. He had been a servant of the Jesuits, 
and both that^ body and members of the Parlement de Paris were 
accused of complicity, though without ground. Damiens was 
executed with great barbarity on March 28. The affair was one of a 
long list of events leading to the attack on the Jesuits a few years 
later. 

9 |7oven|ber-Deeember 1745, * 1745-1746% 
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age/ my life would be in danger by a weapon, 
and suggested means by which 1 might avert 
it. He again wrote that in the year Dhdthu 
and in the 48th year of my age/ danger would 
be caused by a weapon and added that his 
predictions never failed, but he could not 
suggest any means by which I could avert 
Brahma’s writing, but that if my wife died, I 
might escape. He also read the leaf declaring 
that the King would be displeased in the time 
of the sixth Governor. He then made several 
calculations with cowries and said that, in 
the cycle of Saturn, there would be 56 side 
roots and 4 tap roots — 60 roots in all, that 
by the year Dhdthu or the 48th year of my 
age, 59f of the roots had been broken and 
only a quarter remained, and that too would 
be a portion of the southern tap-root, so that 
therefore I should live a long life because 
in Libra, Jupiter’s influence was predominant. 
He again made more calculations with cowries, 
and asked if the present King of France, who 
is the lord of the Governor of Pondichery, was 
crowned and seated on the throne in the 
month of Arppisi. I mentioned his capture of 
Madras, his marriage, the number of children 
(male and female) in the King’s household and 


* Bang* Pilki was born in March 1709. 


* 1766-1767. 
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the number of deaths every year, the mar- 
riages celebrated each year, the amounts spent 
in the town on cattle, poultry, wheat, bread, 
etc., and the number of houses and temples, and 
had written descriptions of all the members of 
the royal family with the dates of their births 
and marriages and the dates on which children 
were bom to them. Books of this nature are 
often received and there were two such — one 
a short one, dated 1733 and the other dated 
[17]40. Both mentioned the King’s coronation 
on the 25th October 1722. I therefore said 
that the date of the coronation was the 13th 
Arppisi^ Subhakrut. He replied, ‘ According to 
your horoscope Jupiter in the cycle of Libra 
occupies the position of a crowned king seated 
on his throne. That is why I asked whether 
the month was Arppisi ' As I had not known 
why he was making such calculations, 1 had 
not understood why he put that question. On 
the 13th Mdrgali^ Dhdthu^ my single-tusked 
elephant ran at me, but 1 managed to escape. 
Again on the 26th of MdrgaW my palankin 
was broken in the YellMa Street. He first said 
that the danger from a weapon was due to the 
infiuence of Jupiter and asked if the French 
King was crowned in the month of Arppisi. 
Although I had not understood at first why he 


^ December 24, 1756. 


• January 6, 1757. 
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questioned me, yet the escape of the French 
King when he was stabbed with a weapon in 
Mdrgali^ made everything clear to me. I am 
sure this King will enjoy more prosperity, and 
conquer the Muhammadan kingdoms in India, 
as Sit4rd.ma J6sier has predicted. So the 
Shdstras are true ; moreover what Subb& Jdsier 
(Sit^lr^ma Jdsier’s elder brother’s son) has 
said will prove true also. I think therefore 
that I shall share the King’s prosperity, that 
App&vu, if it be his fate, vill enjoy the like at 
the hands of the King’s people who will 
conquer these countries ; that this time of 
prosperity will begin, as the astrologers have 
said, from the end of Mdrgali or beginning of 
Tai and continue increasing. 1 write what I 
believe. 

Thursday^ September 22 .^ — I hear that 
Samp&ti B&o ( Anwar-ud-din Kh&n’s diw4n at 
Madras) has been seized and sent in a dhooli to 
Arcot and put in irons there* owing to informa- 
tion given by Muhammad ’Alt Kh&n (Anwar- 
ud-din Khan’s son) at Madras, to Mr. Pigot, the 
Governor there. The cause of Muhammad 
’Ali Kh&n’s enmity against Samp&ti B&o is this. 
Samp&ti Kfto always slighted Muhammad ’Ali 


* loth PurattAn, Jtwara. 

* Samp&ti BAo was seized under a miaapprehentdoii by Captain 
liaakelyne at Aroot. Banga Pillai seems quite misinformed about 
this ^isode. Cf. Orme, ii, 240, etc. 
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Kh&n and honoured Mahfuz KMn, Najib-iil- 
lah Khd;n, and others, so Muhammad ’Alt 
Kb4n hated Samp&ti BAo. This went on 
because Muhammad ’Alt Kh^n was not to see 
the end of his riches, or Samp&ti E4o the 
beginning of his troubles. But now is the 
beginning of troubles for both. Mahfuz Kh4n 
became hostile owing to ill advice, and Najib- 
ul-lah Khd>u of Nellore was induced to join the 
French ; and now in consequence of the reports 
made to the English, Samp4ti Bdo has been 
seized and imprisoned. Henceforward, men 
say, Muhammad ’All Kh&n will be beset with 
difficulties. This will surely happen and not 
prove false. 

Monday^ [Sepiember\ 26} — Horses, carriages, 
men and dhooli-bearers have been seized and 
sent before, but to-day elephants wero; sent 
loaded with buffaloes and goats.* I can’t say 
if respectable women will be seized and sent, 
but everything short of that has been done, 
although only in Tamil houses, not in the 
European quarter ; even Pariahs dressed like 
Europeans may drive away and beat peons 
when they approach their houses, and all 
this injustice and plunder, permitted under 

M. Leyrit, only reaches the Tamils. 

■' ' ' ' ^ ' ■ ■ .1 . ■ 

^ 14ih PurattaaK lawara, 

* SiC. Perhaps the elephants were loaded with carcases for the 
consumption of the troops. 
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Europeans have already been sent under 
M. the Chevalier de Dure as their commander 
to K^ttumSttu ;but now the Europeans in the 
washing-place have been ordered to march and 
they will set out this evening for KA.ttum6ttu. 
They are preparing munitions of war in order 
to capture first the Arcot killa and then that 
of Chingleput. The troops have not yet left 
KdttumSttu, and I do not know whether they 
will march to-morrow or the day after. 

The news received to-day from Ariyalfir is 
as follows : — Minakshi Ayyan of Ariyalfir was 
the real ruler, while MalavarA,yan was poligar 
only in name.^ It was usual to carry the dead 
of the Nayin&r’s family along the southern 
bank of the Kurinjan tank. Min&kshi Ayyan 
had built a PerumM temple there and an 
tswaran temple south of the eastern bank. 
He had also built an agraharam and left a 
path-way five or six feet broad between the 
temples. A month ago Min&kshi Ayyan tried 
to prevent the corpse of the Nayin&r’s^ wife 
from being carried along the usual way ; but 
the Nayin4r’s people insisted. As his orders 
had been disregarded, Minakshi Ayyan 
departed and abode in Arakkattalai’* beyond 
the jungles. The Nayin&r sent people to bring 


* Cf. vol. viii, p, 6, note 1 supra, 

^ Malavar^yan. 

* In the UdaiyAipAlaiyam taluk, Trichinopoly district. 
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him back, but Min4kshi Ayyan insisted on 
three conditions ; firstly that corpses should no 
longer be carried that way ; secondly that his 
commands should be observed and not disre- 
garded ; and thirdly that he should be allowed 
to spend what he pleased and entertain as 
many sibbandis as were necessary to assist 
Turaiyfir Fd.pu Reddi, and fight for him. 
The Nayin4r rejecting his demands, Minftkshi 
Ayyan sent five or six of his servants to kill 
him by treachery. .They went accordingly to 
the Nayin&r when he was upstairs with two 
or three people, and tried to slay him ; but the 
Nayinftr escaped and the two men with him 
attacked the six servants. As two men on 
each side were killed, at once there was a 
hue and cry ; two or three more men Were 
killed ; and Minflkshi Ayyan was quickly 
seized and put in irons. When his hou^ was 
plundered,- 60,000 gold pieces and jewels set 
with precious stones, ordinary jewels and 
women’s cloths, etc., worth 30,000 gold pieces 
were found and carried to the !Nayin4r’s house. 

Tuesday^ September 27 } — At eight o’clock 
this morning I went to. the Fort. M. Leyrit 
was in the eastern hall with M. Brenier, M. 
Solminiac and others — six or seven Eurox>eans 
in all. I paid my respects. He looked at me 


* ISth PuraUdti, Itwara, 
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smilingly. I’waited about half an hour and 
then went to the sorting-godown and waited 
there. M. Guillard came and said, ‘ I have 
seen a book printed in Europe th»it a certain 
man has. It contains a correct account 
up to N&sir Jang’s deaih as follows : — “ By 
N&sir .Tang’s orders Coja Qalandar Kh4n, 
subahdar of Masulipatam, imprisoned M. 
Coquet, his wife and sons, his second, the 
writers, etc., down to the Company’s courtier 
and troubled them. Conseqently M. Guillard, 
the councillor, was made commander-in-chief, 
and M. Latour captain of the spldiers, and they 
were sent there with 1.50 'soldiers and 8 ships 
and munitions of wai’. On reaching Masuli- 
patam, M. Guillard succeeded in capturing it, 
without fighting or troubling the inhabitants 
or plundering them, obtained the release of M. 
Coquet and others, and governed tliere. The 
inhabitants were astonished and said that they 
had never heard of anybody’s capturing a 
place so easily, and that they would be happy 
under the management of such an able man. 
Coja Qalandar Khan, the subahdar, who was 
in the pettai outside the town, prepared to 
besiege it and prevent water, provisions, etc., 
from entering ; but on a certain night he was 
attacked and seized, and his army suffered 
some loss ; the poligar, merchants and inhabit- 
ants served and obeyed M. Guillard as they 
8 
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found him to bo just and bravo. As the 
Muhammadans flrod at the Y&n&m factory, 
M. Lenoir who was there abandoned it after 
setting fire to the village, where were no 
houses, and some ships and sloops. As he 
had not the courage to attack, he is not fit to 
be chief of a place.” I have just read this 
derisive account which has been printed in a 
lakh of copies and read throughout Europe. I 
am satisfied with so much glory.” I praised 
him and said, ‘Please bring me that book 
and I will inform you of certain other things.’ 
He said he would bring it to-morrow and then 
went to his comptoir. 

M, Lenoir then came and paid his compli- 
ments to mo. I thanked him. Ho then went 
homo and I wont to my office in the fiowor- 
garden at ten o’clock. 

Wednesday^ Septem her 28 . ‘ — At eight o’clock 
this morning, I wont to the Fort and paid my 
respects to the Governor in the Gouvemement 
in the presence of M. Brenier and five or six 
officers. As ho was talking with them, I went 
to the sorting-godown. 


' Banga Pillai’a earlier references to this episode will be found 
in vol. vii, p. 217-230. 1 do not know the pamphlet to which 
Guillard alludes ; but its attack on Lenoir’s conduct in twice 
abandoning Yllndm, repeats criticisms which were made by Dupleiz, 
in 1750 (Dupleix to the Company, October 3, 1750, Archivei ties 
Colonies) 

* 16ih PurattAii, iswara. 
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I hear that*M. the Chevalier de Soupire and 
the King’s men who have come, have marched 
with the troops and reached Lakshmana 
NSyakkan’s Choultry by way of Perumbai ; 
they will set out for Gingeo to-morrow or the 
day after, and the panic caused by the sepoys’ 
attempting to seize men and horses in Valudfi,- 
vdr, Villiyanalldr, etc. places, is indescribable. 

I also hoar that M. Desvaux has ordered 
Savarir^ya Pillai to got men, etc., from the 
country. 

M. the Chevalier do Soupire and the King’s 
officers have reached Perumbai. 

Thursday ^ September 29 } — When I wont to 
the Fort this morning, I heard that M. the 
Chevalier de Soupire and the others who went 
last night to the high ground at Perumbai 
where the French army is encamped, had 
returned, as the provisions, coolies, etc., had 
not arrived there, so that they are now back 
in the first fioor [of the Oouvernement] in a 
state of great anger that horses, bullocks, 
coolies, etc., had not yet been procured lor 
transport.® 


‘ nth PurattAai, tsieara, 

* “ C'est avec beaucoup de peine/’ wrote Soupire, ** que 1* on met 
des troupes en campagne. Les munitions et les Equipages ne se trans- 
portent que sur des coulis qui d^sertent en chemin ou sur des boeuf s 
pen accoutum^s k porter.” I5k>upire to d’ Argenson, December 9, 1757, 
(Hamont, Lally, p. 93.) 
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I also heard that M. Leyrit was busy in his 
room writing letters to Europe. 

I also hoar that the Cuddaloro people haVt> 
sent their goods, cash, etc., to Tranquebar, 
Negapatanx and Udaiy&rp&laiyam, and those 
at Madras to Pulicat and other places. 

Friday^ September 30 } — I heard this 
morning that M. the Chevalier do Soupire 
who has lately arrived, sent for Vin&yaka 
Pillai and Savarir&ya Pillai and spoke harshly 
to them for not ha ving procured equipment, 
coolies, etc., and that M. Desvaux also came 
and conferred with him. After talking for 
about half an hour, I went to my office in the 
flower-garden. 

I hoar that nows has been received hero to- 
day that palankins, palankin-polos, all kinds of 
vessels, chests, utensils, etc., which are said to 
belong to. the Devanampattanam merchants 
and wore being carried in a dhony to Noga- 
patam, have been seized by our people at 
Kftrik&l. 

* ISth Pumttdsi, iateara. 
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OCTOBER 1757. 

Saturday^ October 1 } — I hear that M. d’Au- 
teuil and others are being supplied with horses 
and saddles, that they will march to-morrow 
to Valudavdr and thence to Gingee after 
halting for 20 days ; that M. the Chevalier de 
Soupire will also march, and that houses are 
being got ready for M. Lally’s followers. 

Sunday, October 2.^ — M. the Chevalier de 
Soupire set out this morning for his campaign 
with the naubat, standards, etc., and reached 
ValudA,vur this evening. 

Monday, October 5.’ — When 1 went to the 
Fort this morning, M, Logon, M. Lti Grende 
and M. Drouet, who were in the sorting- 
godown, paid mo their compliments which I 
returned, [They said], ‘ According to the 
letter from Mahc, M. Lally’s squadron has 
reached Mauritius, so the ships will bo here in 
five or six days.* A list of all the houses in 
the European quarter has been made for the 
accommodation of the King’s people who are 
expected, and the same is being done in the 
Tamil quarter also. The squadron will arrive 
by October 10.’ I observed that, in that case, 

* 19th JPuraltdsi, fstoara. 

* Both Purattdsi, fttoara. § 

* Sltl Purattd*i, t$teara. 

* The squadron did not reach Manritins till Deoemher 17 
(d’Ach^’s Mitnoire, p. 10). 
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the ships would return immediately so that 
few would bo available for war during the 
rains. ‘Just so,’ they answered, and added 
joyfully that M. Lally was Lieutenant-General, 
a groat man, greater than any that had ever 
come out before. 

The Tamils hero say that Nagoro Krish- 
nayyan and the Guddalore merchants have 
come hero to obtain orders about the seizure at 
K&rikal of ton boat-loads of rice, paddy, etc. 
provisions belonging to the Cuddaloro people 
on their way to Nagore and Negapatam. 

7'uesdai/, October 4 } — When I went to the 
Fort this morning, M. Loyrit, the Governor, 
was upstairs with M. Bronior and five or six 
officers. Ho did not notice me when I paid 
my respects to him ; and when afterwards, as 
ho was looking at me, I paid my respects 
again, ho only stared at mo. M. Charpontior 
then came and talked about some business. I 
went aside and sat down. A few Europeans 
came and said, ‘ When our people advanced 
upon Chdtpattu, and entered the walls,* the 
man in charge of the fort opened fire from the 
walls, killing and wounding about 50 of our 
Europeans. M. Saubinet has been wounded in 
the leg and one or two officers have either been 

• 22nd PurttitAni, iswara. 

* Probably the pettah as opposed to the killa. ChStpattu was 
invested September 29. Cf. Orme, ii, 242. 
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killed or wounded. The fort will fall to-day 
or to-morrow.’ Afterwards I wont to my office 
in the flower-garden. 

Four or five days ago, Yenkatan&ranappa 
Ayyan, the Mysore vakil, delivered Nandi 
BAj&’s letter to M. Leyrit and said to him as 
follows Nandi BAjA, sends you word that, 
as Mahfuz Khan has sent people to negotiate 
with him, he agrees that the other should 
have Madura and other country in the English 
possession, yielding a revenue of 40 lakhs of 
rupees, provided that, in return, ho will give 
you so much country and maintain cavalry, 
but that should you not agree to this, he 
[Nandi RAjA] will provide the pay for your 
troops and a jaghir on condition that you send 
him troops ; he will agree to either of these 
conditions.’ I hoar that, when the vakil spoke 
thus, and delivered the letter, the Governor 
dismissed him saying that ho was busy 
despatching the ships and that ho would give 
an answer later on.^ 

Friday^ October 7 } — I hear that the council 
decided and wrote to M, Porchor at KArikAl 
yesterday, ordering him to release the Cudda- 
lore merchants’ goods which wore seized at 

» Leyrit could no longer determine these questions alone, and the 
despatch of the ship was an excuse to hide his loss of power. At a 
later date Astruc was sent to Dindigul to negotiate with Hyder 
’Air. 

* 2Sth Purattd9i^ iiwara. 
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Kd.rik&l and about which Nagore Krishnayyan 
and other merchants came here. 

Saturday, October 8 } — The following news 
has been current here for the last five or six 
days : — On learning that ships had arrived 
here with troops, etc., the Madras people sent 
their goods, money and families to Pulicat and 
other places ; but they are now bringing back 
their families and part of their goods, having 
learnt that our army has gone against Ch6t- 
pattu and Arcot, and that therefore they need 
not fear for the present.* They have also loft 
off demolishing the houses, and the panic has 
subsided. The European ladies at Cuddalore 
have gone with their money to Tranquebar, 
Nogapatam and TidaiyA-rpalaiyam, but the 
cultivators and other inhabitants who went to 
Tiruviti, Bhuvanagiri, etc. places are return- 
ing as their panic has somewhat abated. I 
think that however much the panic may have 
abated, the English town will be wiped out of 
existence within a year from 21st Arppisi 
next,® and that their fiag will disappear, for 
the French flag is destined to fly. Will SitA- 
r&ma Jbsier’s prophecy of Mdrgali, Krodhana* 

* SGth PurattiUi, Istmi'a. 

‘ Soupire had not contemplated any attack on Madran at this time, 
but had proposed to move against Fort Bt. David. That proposal was 
rejected at a Council held on September ID, and so he d^ided to 
attack Ch^tpattu, etc. (Soupire, p. 11.) 

^ November 2, 1757. 

* December 1745— January 1746. 
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that the French flag will fly in the Deccan, 
prove false ? By no means, for his predictions 
of both good and evil for these twelve years 
past have all been fulfilled. What he says will 
come to pass, as experience will prove. 

Monday^ October 10}— 1 heard to-day that 
M. Astruc, who was captured in the fight at 
Trichinopoly and afterw’^ards vrent to Europe, 
had arrived in the ship which brought M. the 
Chevalier dc Soupire, the King’s man, from 
Europe ; he now commands the troops at 
Valud^vur fort, with the same military rank 
as before, and both ho and M. d’Autouil are 
under the orders of M. the Chevalier do 
Soupire, who manages all the affairs of the 
country, and the expenses of the army inde- 
pendently of M. Loyrit. It used to bo 
Vin&yakan’s duty to maiiihiin the accounts of 
the army expenses, but M. Marie and M. Abeillu 
have been entrusted with that work now, and 
will appoint thoii* own people and enter on 
their duties to-day or to- morrow.* I hear that 
Mysore Yenkatan&ranappa Ayyan has received 
a message directing him to settle his business 
with them* and that the Turaiyflr, etc. affairs 

* 28 th Purattdsi, Istoara. 

^ Yinftyakan held the office known an that of the Arombdtai --^Hhe 
Indian writer who keeps the detail of the expenses and who was 
charged with the doty of providing the army with supplies when in 
the field. Sonpire's experiment was not continued by Lally (MSwunre 
de Lolly, pp. ^and m). 

* Pfeswmably l^ppirc, 

9 
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will be settled in the same way. The truth 
will be known from further details. It is 
no wonder that it rained heavily to-night as 
this is the rainy season. 

Thuraday, Ociob^t' IS.'^ — Tho news from 
Madura is as follows : — Barakkat-ul-lah 
(Mahfuz Khctn’s man) a Muhammadan, 
delivered tho fort of Madura to the English for 
40,000 rupees in ready money, but, when the 
English learnt of tho arrival of ships with 
troops for tho French, they evacuated tho fort 
and marchetl with their forces to the Trichiiio- 
poly fort which they arc strengthening. It is 
said thnt Mahfuz Kli&n, the Mysore army and 
Haidar Nayak, will capture the Madura fort.® 

Friday, October MJ' — I heard this aftonioon 
that the French had scaled the walls of 
Chotpattu fort and hoisted tho whihj: flag 
yesterday (Thursday), capturing Isarat 
Muhammad Khan', slaying .250 Muhammadan 
guards, and (.‘apturing 40 Europeans. As the 
fort was cajiturcd by escalade, many French 
soldiers must have fallen.® 1 shall write 
further when I loam more of this. 

A 

* tnt Jmrara, 

® Cf. Hiir« Yttitti/ Khan, pp. Oil, 72, etc. 

® 2nd Ai'ppisi, tswara, 

* 8ie. The first name should, 1 think, read Nazir instead of J&arai, 

* Ch^tpattu was siomied by Soupire on the 14th, and the garrison 
put to the sword — a severity which led to the prompt surrender of 
several neighbouring forts, Soupire's Mimoire^ p. 15* 
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This afternoon it was proclaimed by beat of 
tom-tom that, in future, no cattle or men 
should be seized, and that people should Ix) at 
liberty to got in grain, etc. provisions from 
outside, because the nine kinds of grain, etc., 
ghi, and other provisions, are now dear, for 
none have been brought into the town for tlio 
last 15 days, so that their prices have risen 
and panic has spread in the town owing to the 
seizure of men, cattle, camels, eleidiants and 
horses, for the use of the camp, and the 
consequent pillage. 

I also hoar that operations may bo 
suspended for three months owing to the rains. 

Saturday, October 15 } — Nows having come 
in this morning about the capture of Chetpattu 
yesterday, M. the Chevalier do Soupire at 
Valud&vdr has ordered the French commander 
at Chdtpattu to march to Arcot with his troops 
and capture that fort. M. Leyrit has asked M. 
Desvaux to despatch provisions to Arcot 
to-day. Savarir&yan has also written to the 
amalddm in the country about this. For the 
last two months, SavarirAyan has been enjoy- 
ing the jaghir of the killa of Chetpattu, which 
he took possession of by writing to the 
Tahsild4r of Wandiwash. Mangala R4ma- 
chandra B&o has been sent to-day as amalddr. 


‘ 3rd Itvwra, 
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Sundai/^ October 16 } — At nine o’clock this 
morning a gun was fired on the arrival of a 
galiotte this side of Virfimpattanam on her 
way from Mascaroigne. The ships in the roads 
fired two guns when she hoisted a rod fiag at 
her lower mast above the puldl fiag. A white 
kap&la fiag and a black kapUla^ fiag were hoist- 
ed at the Fort fiag-staff and then lowered. 
After this ship had reached the roads, thei'o 
came ashore M. le Marquis de Confians, who 
came out in M. Duploix’ time and returned by 
Pondichery on his way to Europe after giving 
the Company’s presents to Salabat Jang at 
Golconda. Ho first visited M. Leyrit, and then 
went to M. Law’s whore ho is lodging. The 
ship set sail with that on which is M. Lally, 
who is coming as Lieutenant-General, and 
who, after landing at Mascaroigne, despatched 
this man in advance with a letter to M. the 
Chevalier de Soupire about his coming with 19 
or 30 ships and asking him to have supplies 
readv for 4,000 soldiers that are with him.* 
These ships will arrive in nine or ten days, or 
in January, about the New Year’s feast, after 
wintering at Achin. I hear that the captain 
of this ship did not salute the commandant at 

* 4tli A rpfiiiii, t»u)ara, 

* 1 have l^en aiiable to identify either pttldl or kapAla, Perhaps 
pidnl is a corruption of pavilion, 

» Lally had not reached the Isle de France at this time, so that 
part of Banga Pillai’s story must be wrong. But on October 22 
Leyrit wrote to Lally saying that he had learnt by the DiligenU of 
Lully's arrival in the Eastern Seas. 
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the Fort nor the latter the captain, because . 
M. the Chevalier de Soupire is at ValadAvur, 
and M. Leyrit and the councillors hero are 
under the Company. Nobody believed in 
the coming of M. Lally’s, squadron until this 
ship arrived with the nows that he was 
actually at Mascarcigno, European gentlemen 
say that the nows has proved to l)c true 
to-day. 

Monday, October 17.' — To-day is the anni- 
versary of this retreat of Mr. Boscawon the 
Unlucky Admiral, in Arppi.Hi, Vihhava^ 
usually observed as a festival. So M. Leyrit, 
the Governor, M. Barthdlomy the Second and 
.councillors and Europeans wont to church, 

I heard mass and prayed. The church bells rang 
(and a stilute of 21 guns was fired. When, 
service was over, all returned homo.® 

Friday, October 21 .* — I write briefly below 
the rumours I have been hearing for the last 
six or seven days about Chetpattu : — When, 
the fort of Chdtpattu was scaled, Isarat 
Muhammad KhA.n, after stabbing his Path4n 
concubine, left the fort armed and followed by 

A 

^ &th Arppisi^ Inwara, 

• October-November 1748. 

^ On November 4, 1748, Dopleix and his council refM>lved to found 
ill the Company*s name an annual Te-deum to be sung every year in 
the chapel of Fort Louis on October 17 at four o*clcK*k in the after- 
noon with all the accustomed ceremonies {Rilation du Siige da 
Pandichdry, 

* 9ih Arppiai, ftneara, Jfahdffdvdnd feast. 
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ten or twenty PatMns. But as those who 
scaled the walls continued to fire their guns, 
Isarat Muhamma'l Khan and others were 
struck and killed. Others in the fort were also 
put to the sword, bpt some escai^ed. Two 
sisters (one younger and the other older tlian 
Isarat Muhammad KhA.n’s concubine), were 
seized by two officers with their jewels worth 
about 2,000 pagodas, besides plunder worth 
about two lakhs of rupees. M. Pichard, the 
German commandant, carried off silver and 
gold jewels and ready money worth about 
40,000 * rupees. Three elepliants, 50 or 60 
horses, 60,000 kalams of paddy, rice, etc. camp 
provisions, wei’c found to the value of about 
two lakhs of rupees. The cannon, guns and 
other weapons in the fort have, it is said, been 
carried off by plunderers. As the TiruvarinA - 
malai fort and country were surrendered to 
the enemy by agreement, grain, etc. provisions 
have been seized by SavarirAyan (M. Desvaux’ 
amalddr) and his people, but I do not know 
if the Company will bo informed of what has 
boon left behind. I hear that the killedars 
and agents are discussing this matter with 
M. the Chevalier do Soupire. 


' Such rumours, usually exaggerated, were current after every 
capture. In the present case by the custom of war, everything with- 
in the fort was the prize of the captors. 




1767] ‘ AvtASPA PAX&A PILIAI 71 

Saturday^ October 22 } — About half an hour 
before sunrise this morning, 1 washed my 
lace, and, when I was chewing pdn supdri, a 
maistri-blacksmith (whose name I do not 
know but who is working at the Port), two or 
three other blacksmiths and two carpenters — 
six or seven persons in all — came, and bowing, 
said, ‘ In regard to our petition for the last two 
or throe years that our goddess K&li 
should bo taken out for the PdrvSttai 
Vijayadasanil along with Varadaraja Porum4l 
and Kalahasti Iswaran, you said that you 
must consult the townspeople whom wo wore 
not able to ask. Yesterday wo presented a 
petition to the Governor. The Governor asked 
M. Clare [ ? ] who should bo consulted in the 
matter. Without consulting us, M. Clard 
said if Vin^yaka Pillai were entrusted with 
our business and told to settle it, he would 
do everything. Vin&yaka Pillai who was 
present, therefore, received charge of bur 
business with orders to report to the Governor. 
He said he would do so and then taking us 
away, gave us leave to take the goddess KAli 
to-day in procession along with VaradarAja 
Perumal. So we have now come to inform you 
that we shall do so.’ 1 replied, ^ I am highly 
pleased, for the more our religion grows in 

* /(WA ArpiH$i, iswara^ The featiTMl of Viiajfa/tUuami- 



TBt DtABT or 


[Oct. 22 , 


n 


this town, the glarldor I shall be. But in these 
matters are needed the orders of the right- 
hand caste people and not those of the 
Governor. However you have done wisely in 
getting the Governor’s permission and, if you 
will bo guided by my' advice, your affair will 
prosper without any hindrance.’ They agreed. 
So I said, ‘ There are ndttara for each of the 
right-hand castes ; the most important of them 
are the Kavarais, Idayars, Agamudaiyans, 
Vell^las, Kaikkolars, etc. * Ask them softly to 
be pleased to allow your idols to be carried in 
procession along with Dharmartija,M4riy&th{il, 
etc. idols, so that the procession may be moi'o 
magnificent, and you their servants will bo 
pleased. If you speak thus, you may then do 
as you desire without trouble and everything 
will go well.’ They replied, ‘ Wo will, not 
approach anybody or beg people with soft 
words. Wo have the Governor’s orders, and 
Vinayaka Pillai, who was told to attend to it, 
has promised that he will do so. Bo it shall 
be done.’ — ‘ You may do as you please,’ I 
replied ; ‘ but when in M. do la Prdvosti^re’s 
time the left-hand caste people tried to take 
K&lahasti Iswaran (the left-hand caste 
God) in procession, although Tiruvdngada 
Pillai . Avargal and Narasappa N&yakkan 


> For these, see Thurston’s Cos/ss and Tribes s. ve. 
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Avargal pleaded on their behalf, the right- 
hand caste people refused to yield. Again, 
although M. Lenoir searched the records 40 or 
45 days and explained the whole matter to 
the right-hand caste people, the latter did not 
agree. But when M. Lenoir requested them to 
consider the case speeially, they yielded. 
Seeing that so much difficulty arose about the 
K&lahasti Iswaran temple, I do not think the 
right-hand caste people will easily agree in 
the present case. But you may do as you 
please.’ They then departed, but, instead of 
returning to me, they went to Vin&yaka Pillai 
and reported the matter. It is said that ho told 
them that nobody could prevent them, and 
that they could take the goddess in procession 
as they desired. 

About two hours later, Vin&yaka Pillai, 
who was at the Fort, summoned Kanakasabhai 
Mudali, a VellMa, the coral -sell or D6varS.ya 
Chetti and others belonging to the right-hand 
caste, and told them that the Governor had 
permitted the carpenters, blacksmiths, etc., to 
take the goddess K&li in procession along 
with Varadar4ja Perumfi.1, and that therefore 
they must permit them to do so. They 
replied that they could not suffer a new thing 
to be done. He rejoined that then the Varada- 
r&jaswami procession would be stopped. They 
answered that they would rather see that 
10 
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happen than consent to this request. Kanaha- 
sabhai Mudali, D^var&ya Chetti and others 
came and informed me. 1 advised them to do 
as the Governor directed. They replied that 
though they would agree to everything but an 
afEair concerning caste customs, in the present 
case they were asked to allow a thing which 
had never been allowed before, but conld say 
nothing if the other party were to hold the 
procession unlawfully. I told them that I had 
heard both sides and that they and the 
Governor know everything. They then 
departed. 

M^lugiri Chetti and others then came and 
said, ‘ Vinftyaka Pillai has been saying in the 
Fort and at the Second’s house that you 
have prevented the right-hand caste people 
from consenting to allow the left-hand .caste 
people to carry their goddess KMi in proces- 
sion, because the Governor managed their 
affair through him,* and that he would report 
this to the Governor as you were wrong to 
oppose what the Governor had permitted. A 
few who heard this story replied that it would 
be wrong to tell the Governor so, for you had 
not interfered. Vin&yaka Pillai answered that 
your interference had prevented the Governor’s 
orders from being carried out, and that, as the 
Governor knew your attitude, he would go 


* Viu&jraka Pillai. 
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and complain to Mm. So saying he went 
upstairs. On his return he said that he and 
Clar^ had reported the matter to the Governor 
who was so angry that he could not tell what 
would happen.’ Some have sent word to mo 
about this and others have informed me in 
person. I think that these malicious and 
unfounded accusations are, as the proverb 
says, ‘ Obiyekkukairugai ’ * only for my good. 

At one o’clock after I had finished my 
mid-day meal, the right-hand people came 
and said, ‘ On being summoned to the Governor 
by a peon, we went, and, as wo were going 
upstairs, we met a chobdar who said that the 
Governor had forbidden our Varadar&jasw&mi 
to be carried in procession unless we agreed 
to the goddess K41i being carried also and 
that we might go away.’ So the PdrvSttai 
procession has not been held to-day. 

Periyanna Nayin&r’s son who is now 
NayinAr came this evening and said, ‘ As the 
Governor ordered the KMabasti iswaran 
alone to be carried in procession, I communi- 
cated this order to the authorities of the 
temple, but they replied that they would not 
conduct the procession without YaradaiAja 
Perum&l. I informed the Governor who 
observed that, in that case, no gods should be 

^ Unidentified. The last part might represent the French words 
' qua ooenr gai ’ ; but the Whole seems corrupted beyond recognition. 
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carried out.’ So saying he departed. Iri this., 
manner the Vijayadammi PdrvSttai has been* 
prevented. 

Sunday, October 23? — I hear to-day that 
the Diligente which on the - 4th* brought the 
nows of M. Lally’s arrival at Mascaroigne, set 
sail to-day. There is no other important news. 

The Chevalier de Soupire returned here 
to-day from Valud4vhr, having quitted the 
field owing to the rains. 

I hear that the army that wont out is 
returning to the washing-place, which some 
reached to-day and the rest will reach 
to-morrow or the day after. It .is also 
said that the Company’s troops under 
M. Saubinet have marched to capture Tiru- 
vannd>malai, Yottavalam and Kalulgada and 
the countries and forts thereabouts.® 

Monday, October 24.* — Though I was too ' 
unwell to go out to-day, I heard the . 
following news : — When the councillor, 

M. Lenoir, left in Tai or Mctsi ® last fpr 
Srirangam to inspect the management of the- . 
Srirangam, etc. countries, Mahfuz Kh4n who 

’ 11th Arpp'ni. t»toara. ’ ’ • 

» October 16. " ‘ 

^ These small forts surrendered at once. Kalulgada seems to be 
the * Caliongar ' mentioned by Soupire (AfSmoire, p. 15). The result 
was the effective occupation of the region south and west of Ch^t* 
pattu. 

• ■* 12th Arppisi, tstoara. 

January-February or February-M arch 1757 . 



JvAxml fiu.Ai ff 



m 


.was; in the south opened negotiations with 
'him, offering a lakh of rupees in cash and a 
jaghir for the help of 500 soldiers, 2,000 or 
3,000 foot and 10 guns. M. Lenoir replied 
that, if Mahfuz Kh4n would send a vakil 
with a letter, on his return to Pondicheiy he 
would speak to the Governor about the affair 
and help him. Mahfuz Khan did so, and it 
is said that the vakil has been introduced to 
the Governor by M. Lenoir. It remains to be 
seen what will happen. 

Wednesday, October 26} — To-daj^ also 1 was 
too. unwell to go out. 

RazAr SAhib (ChandA SAhib’s son) had 
not visited M. the Chevalier de Soupire on 
the . latter’s arrival from Europe, RazA 8Ahib 
and ’Ali Naqi SAhib were presented to the 
Chevalier de Soupire and M. Leyrit by 
M. Delarche, offering a dress of honour worth 
. 500 rupees to the first and another worth 400 
rupees to the second. Accepting the presents, 
they distributed rose-water and pdn supdrt, 
ordered a salute of 21 guns to be fired and 
,^en dismissed the visitors. RazA SAhib 
<Uught not to be received thus. In the days of 
M. Dupleiic, all were treated as they deserved ; 
when M. Godeheu arrived, M. Dupleix told 
> !£dm that, as God had been pleased to place 


* 14th ArpjM, [Ltoara]. 
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them in such a kingly position that Bazd, 
Sd>hib and others offered them nazars, he must 
treat them discreetly and not show them too 
much respect. Therefore I sent a message 
to him * asking why he ordered a salute of 21 
guns to be fired for men who would wait on 
me with nazars. [M. Soupire] observed, ‘ Is 
that so ? Nobody told me of it.’ M. Leyrit did 
the same ; and the same was done when the 
King’s people paid visits. This Ilaz4 S4hib is 
nothing but a servant of the Company with a 
salary of 5,000 rupees a year ; and I cannot 
think why such respect is shown without 
even enquiring his rank. I do not approve of 
it. Of old when Arcot was ruled by the 
Naw&bs, it was the practice to fire salutes 
here oven for their atnalddrs, and 21 guns for 
the Naw&bs. But now that God has been 
pleased to exalt [the French], so much respect 
should not have been shown, and nobody will 
approve of it. 

Thursday, October 27* — Ayy& Mudali (M. 
Lenoir’s dubash) and Kanakasabhai Mudali 
went to M. Lenoir to-day and complained 
saying, ‘ At the request of the blacksmiths, 
etc., Vin&yaka Pillai obtained the Governor’s 
leave to take their goddess K41i in procession 
along with Varadarfi-ja PerumAl. As we could 


^ i.«., Soupire. 


* IHh Arppisi^ lawara. 





1757 ] JVAVpA SAirOA PtLLAl 79 


not agree to such an unheard-of thing, the 
Varadar&ja Perum&l procession was not held 
for the first time since this town was founded. 
Please explain to the Governor what was done 
in the time of M. Pr6vostiere and M. Lenoir, 
and, obtain Ms leave to conduct things as 
usual.’ Thereon M. Lenoir explained every- 
thing to M. Leyrit who ordered that Varada- 
rajasw4mi and K^lahasti Iswaran alone should 
be carried in procession and not the goddess 
K41i. Kanakasabhai Mudali and others came 
and informed me of the result, and added that 
they would carry the Gods in procession after 
Bharani and KdrttigaV I dismissed them, 
telling them that, inasmuch as the Governor 
ha,d given his orders, it must be done without a 
moment’s delay and without regarding Bharani 
or Kdrttigai. They agreed and to-day cele- 
brated the Vijayadasami Fdrvittai festival for 
YaradarA.jaswd<mi and K41ahasti Iswaran. 
When the blacksmiths, carpenters, etc., tried 
to stop this celebration by speaking to 
Vin&yaka Pillai and M. Clard, the latter said 
to them, ‘ You are mules for speaking to 
Vin&yaka Pillai, who is only one of many, 
instead of Banga Pillai, who is head of the 
Tamils and knows what is just. If you had 
only spoken to Banga Pillai at first you would 


^ Cf . toL, ix, p. 266, note. 
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have succeeded ; but as you did not, you have 
liot only lost the day, but blackened my face 
as well, for speaking to the Governor about 
the affair.’ They added that he was so angry 
that ho even threatened to beat them. I 
dismissed them telling them that the time had 
not yet come for their God to be carried in 
procession and that they must have patience. 

Monday, October 31 } — I was too unwell to 
go out to-day. 

The Company has ordered that the Tamils’ 
houses in the town should bo hired for the 
King’s people that arc expected and those 
who arc already here. This has created a 
panic in the town. The Choultry monigar, 
M. du Baussct’s man, Nainiyappan of the sur- 
rounding fort, and a Topass put up a writing 
in Tamil and in the language of the whites on 
both inhabited and vacant houses, to the effect 
that the Company had hired them ; then they 
sealed up the doors and made a list of the 
houses. In alarm at this, some of the wealthier 
went to M. du Bausset, and got back their 
houses by giving him 40, 50, or 60 ; but the 
houses of the poor have been taken away by 
the Company for rent. This is what people 
are saying in their alarm, and I have written 
accordingly. 


^ 19th tawara. 
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Wednesdai/, November 9 } — I have been 
unwell for the last seventeen days. At an 
auspicious time yesterday evening, I drove 
out. When I was leaving for the Port this 
morning, a peon came and said that M. Leyrit 
wanted me, Virft Ohetti and Guntdr Bali 
Chetti. The peon went to fetch the latter and 
I went to the Fort and sat in the central hall of 
the Ooiwerhenifmt, waiting for an opportunity 
to see the Governor. I was told that he was 
dressing to go out. Then Kandappan, his 
servant, came. I asked him why the Governor 
had sent for ncte to-day, a thing which he is 
not accustomed to do. Ho replied, ‘ The 
Company has no money for expenses, so ho 
may have sent for you to ask about what you 
and Gunthr BMi Chetti owe.’ This man may 
have told lies to the Governor yestei*day, and 
suggested to him that all would keep quiet if 
they were asked to pay their debts ; and on his 
representations the Governor may have ordered 
the several people to be sent for. This perhaps 
is why the Governor sent for me. But I do 
not think he will ask me about my manage- 
ment of the country, as he has not asked me 
about it before, and as he knows the whole 


11 
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matter ; so he may not have sent for me about 
this business, but about the liquor-godown 
affair. As I was reflecting thus, I heard that 
the Governor had tjome out, so I went and 
paid my respects to him and M. de Soupire, as 
they were sauntering up and down on the 
eastern side. M. Leyrit made no answer 
but M. Soupire saluted me. They continued 
walking and talking for about an hour, and 
then, when all had departed, [M. Leyrit] 
went into bis room and called me in. He then 
said, ‘ According to the country lease accounts 
and your accounts, four lakhs of rupees have 
been due from you for two years. The Com- 
pany is in urgent need of money for the 
expenses ; so you must i)ay two lakhs within 
a week, or I must put you in custody.’ I 
replied, ‘ It is true that four lakhs are clujp ac- 
cording to my accounts ; but whereas the lease 
ran for five years, I did not enjoy full control 
of the management for two years, and then you 
took the country without informing mo. Ac- 
cording to the enquiries made of the renters 
by your commissaries in the country, thirteen 
lakhs of rupees were then due to me. Deduct- 
ing therefore the four lakhs, I am still owed 
nine lakhs and how can you ask me for the 
money? ’ — ‘ But,’ he continued, ‘ you owe 
eighteen lakhs of rupees on another- account. 
However neve? mind that. Give me within 
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a week two lakhs of rupees out of the four 
lakhs you owe, or I must put you in prison.’ 
I replied, ‘ The Gods return no answer to men, 
but Kings arc the voice of Gods. Should a 
God depart from truth, who can liimlor Him ? 
All power here is yours ; and if your will is to 
act unjustly or untrul}", none has authority to 
resist. Instead, therefore, of waiting a week to 
imprison me, imprison me now or punish me 
or do what you will with mo. I stand before 
you. I cannot pay you two casli, so do not think 
that I shall bo able to pay you two lakhs for 
fear that you will imprison mo a week hence. 
Now, therefore, do what you will.’ — ‘ Why,’ ho 
said, ‘ that is just how you have cheated mo 
all along.’ I answered, ‘ When you are in 
authority you are my father and God and all. 
The moment 1 understood that 1 had lost your 
favour, I concluded that my bad time had 
liegun and confined myself to my house, and 
had nothing further to do with money trans- 
actions. I have come to the Fort once in four 
or five days to visit you, and then returned 
home, waiting for my bad time to end and my 
good time to begin. However much I lost and 
whatever people did to my hurt, I have kept 
quiet lest my words should bring on trouble. 
But since you think thus, my bad time still 
continues. You may therefore do what you 
will, and I shall suffer it.’ — ‘ You have cheated 
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ine thus,’ he replied, ‘ go.’ I answered, ‘ I do 
not mind whether you believe me or not. My 
father came here fifty years' ago, and died 33 
years ago\ and always I have secured the 
Governors’ kindness and not their anger, and 
they, in turn, have earned glory, not infamy. 
But in vour time, I have received not kindness 
but anger, and this may bring dishonour to 
you, although God has placed you in a posi- 
tion of authority. I am but your servant 
and the country will extol or blame you for 
the good or evil that appears. God has been 
pleased to bless you with fortune, so you know 
everytliing, and your pleasure and my fortune 
are one.’ So saying, I took leave and came 
out. Guntfir IMmanjulu Chetti asked me if 
his affair had bt^en mentioned. I replied that 
he would be sent for, and then came down and 
.got into my palankin. On my way, M. 
Guillard stopped me to enquire after my 
health, and then talked about various matters. 
Having taken my leave of him, I wont to my 
office in the fiower-gardon where I briefly 
relate<l to BAm&nji Pandit what had passed 
with M. Leyrit, the Governor, and told him to 
report it to M. Boyolloau. On his return from 
doing this, he said that M. Boyelleau had 
asked him to inform me that, as M. Leyrit was 

- ' The Diarist*H father first settled in Pondichery in 1716 nnd 
died in 1726. 
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wrong to make such a demand, I need not 
be afraid, but reply boldly to him, for 
ho could do nothing to me.' Then I came 
home as it was past twelve. 

An English shii^ from Bengal has boon 
seized and brought into the Bunder roads by 
the French on l)oard. The nows of her 
seizure [ . ].* 

Mondajf^ November 14 .^ — I hoar to-day that 
M. Loyrit, the Governor, has received a letter 
from M. Moracin, the commandant of Masuli- 
patam, to the following effect : — Mr. Clive 
despatched to Madras a ship from Bengal 
with two lakhs of gold mOhurs, cloth; 
rice, soldiers, and sepoys besides .30 French 
soldiers taken in the French factory at the 
time of its capture by the English and 
kept as prisoners. These latter wore kept 
in the ship’s hold. When she was off the 
Masulipatam roads, the French and the 
English on board her, who had formed a plot, 
killed at night two or three captains on board, 
and delivered the ship into the hands of 
M. Moracin, the chief of the factory, who 
landed the two lakhs of gold inohurs, rice, 

■ cloth, etc., together with the English soldiers 


^ See Rang<a Pillai'n letter to Soupire, dated Xovember 17 in the 
appendix. 

* See below, p. STi. 

* 3rd Kdrttigai^ tswara. 
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and sepoys, put Frenchmen on board in 
their stead, and wrote to this place to that 
effect.’ M. Leyrit smiled as he read the letter, 
in astonishment at such an unheard-of thing, 
and, sending for M. Barthtdemy and other 
councillors, related it to them. Prosperity 
comes at the appointed time without effort, 
and at the appointed time departs, as 1 myself 
have seen, and as our elders have always said ; 
none but the fool doubts it. To quote my own 
experience. In the month of Tai of Yiiva^^ a 
French ship, despatched to Mahc with fiv^e 
lakhs of rupees and goods Ix^sides, was taken 
easily and carried off by an English ship from 
Tellicherry off the Mahe roads,'* and there- 
after the French fortunes sank. But now 
there are signs of prosperity for the French 
and of misfortune for the English. What ! for 
those on board a ship to kill the captain and 
to seize two lakhs of gold mohars, that is, 
thirty lakhs of rupees besides cloth, rice, wheat 
and other goods and the vessel itself I What 
else is this but the influence of the times ? 


> The ship was the Re»tituiio9i, carried into Masulipatam, October 
20. She had .% French prisoners on board, but only three English- 
men c(»nimanding the crew of lascars It is unlikely that she carried 
the sum of money mentioned in the text. Cf. Orme, ii, 208 and letter 
from the master. Samuel Brogdon, ap. MUitarif ComnltcUims, 
November 21 ,1757 . 

* January-February 1756, 

* She was the liuUeM taken by the H.C.S. Revenge, November 7, 
1756. See above, vol. x, pp. 272-273. 
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The foolish talk idly because they know this 
not, but the wise know that good and ill 
happen according to the nature of the time' 
and that nothing lies in man’s power. 

Friday^ November 25 .^ — I hear to-day that 
a ship arrived last night from Europe with 
the news that the Queen of Hungary, supported 
by the French and Germans, has been attacked 
by a King, whose name I do not know, and 
the English ; the Queen of Hungary lias won 
two battles, and the King whose name is 
unknown has been wounded so severely that 
he may die, his son has been cut to pieces, the 
English have lost 30,000 men, and that there- 
fore all the hat- wearing Kings have agreed to 
make peace after the rains.- 

> 14th KM tiff ai^ I swam, 

^ I suppose these vague stories refer tu Daun's defeat of Frederiek 
of Prussia ( * the king whose name I do not know * ) at Kolin in the 
previous June. 
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DECEMBER 1757. 

Tuesday^ December 6 } — I hear that the 
N&na has written a letter to the Governor 
demanding money in sharp terms without the 
usual respect, and he has also written to Raza 
SAliib (Chandii Sahib’s son), in consequenco of 
which Razd, Sahib and M. Dolarche have 
spoken to the Governor about the presents to 
be sent to the Nana, his younger brother, his 
vakil Balwanta RAo, and others, and that a list 
has been made out, including the four ole< 
phants captured at Chetpattu, pieces of broad- 
cloth, rolls of silk, velvet, two small knives, 
two watches, guns and pistols, which are being 
prepared for despatch. 

Satiif'day^ December 10 .- — I hoar that, at the 
time of the Nt\nfi.’a birth, when his father 
Bh&ji R&o was a captain of 60 horse, astro- 
logers who examined his horoscope wrote that 
he would be so fortunate as to displace the 
Padshah from the throne of Delhi and occuj^y 
it himself, and now on the birth of a son to 
the Nftn&, the astrologers who have cast his 
horoscope say that the child will ascend the 

throne of the P&dshah at Delhi in Avam, 


^ SStA Kdrttigai, lawara. 


29th Kdrttigai, itteara. 
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Bahud&nya} and so the N&nd. is making 
preparations. 

Saturday, December 1 T? — I hear that, when 
Ayyan S&stri who marched with 300 guards, 
200 sepoys and 300 guns, encamped near 
Conjeeveram, Muzaffar an English adher- 
ent, attacked him with 500 foot, killed many, 
and took their guns and muskets whereon 
Ayyan S&stri, having lost all he had, retreated 
and fled. 

Sunday, December 18* — A Beach peon came 
to me early this morning and reported that a 
sloop had arrived from Bunder with M. Des- 
vaux’ son and son-in-law who had been in the 
custody of the English in Bengal. 

Wednesday, December 21? — I hear to-day 
that Mtihfuz Kh»\n’s propei*ty and chests of 
precious stones from Pflli Thdvan’s fort in the 
south*, which fell into the hands of the com- 
mandant at Tiruvann4malai, have been sent 
by the latter to the ^commandant at Elav&na- 
sflr, and Savarir&ya Pillai’s younger brother 
and M. Chevreau have been sent to the com- 
mandant of Elam^nashr to bring them in. 

Monday, December 26? — I remained at home 
to-day ; I hear that, in reply to the letter 


* Auguat-September 1768. * tttk.MdrgaU, Isieara. 

* See Orme, ii, 245 and Country Correspondence, 1757, p. 132. 

^ 7ik MdrgoU, ievunro. * 10th Mdrgali, l$wara» 

* Of. Yusuf Khan, pp. 35, 39, etc. ^ ISth Mdrgali, Iswara. 

12 
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written to Delhi asking for the grant of a 
mavtsab and jaghir to M. Leyrit like the one 
formerly granted to M. Dupleix, a letter has 
been received to-day from Gh4zi-ud-din Kh4n 
at Delhi, granting to M. Leyrit a manmb for 
7,000 and to M. Delarche one for 5,000 horse, 
and stating that jaghirs will be granted either 
in the Carnatic or in Hindustan. 

At six o’clock this evening, I heard that 
four Europeans had broken the head of a 
Muhammadan servant in Chanda S4hib’s 
house, and that the atrocities they were 
committing in the town — boating men and 
ravishing women — were indescribable; 

[Tuesdayf], December 27 ? — I hear to-day in 
connection with the Madras rumour — that 

A 

peace was made last Avani? between the 
French and the English in Europe, — that the 
Europeans are now saying that the English 
have only given out such news because they 
are awaiting reinforcements, that it was too 
soon to expect news, and that, if it had come, 
the French also would have received it. 

Wednesday^ December 28 ? — I returned home 
at noon to-day from the office in the flower- 
garden. 

Formerly Chand4 84hib’s son went to the 
Governor and said that Y4chama N4yakkan 

* I9th MdrgaU, tnoofa. * Angoa^Septembera 

* 17ih Jlidrg<Uh 
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possessed, besides leopards, five or six birds 
called pdthv} got from Benares, costing 500 
rupees each, which birds are very useful for 
hunting, as they do not easily tire of their 
pursuit, and therefore he begged the Governor 
to write and get them for him. The Governor 
wrote accordingly, and I hear that to-day 
Y4chama N5,yakkan’8 agent brought a 
leopard and three birds and gave them to the 
Governor, but it is not known when he will 
give them to Chand4 SMiib’s son. 

I also hear that the whole of M. Bussy’s 
army is encamped outside Masulipatam, but 
he himself has been confined by its chief. 
This is only rumour. 

It is also said that the nows of the conclu- 
sion of peace between the English and the 
French last Avani reached Bunder from Mahe 
and Surat and was forwarded here along with 
the Bunder news ; the French and English 
ships are reported to be sailing towards Mah4 
and Tellicherry for an engagement, and, when 
this was known at Cuddalore, the Governor 
ordered all to quit the place, and so all are 
departing, as they did before. 

Thursday, December 29 ? — At six o’clock this 
evening 1 heard that a camel-man had arrived 
after delivering a letter from the N4nft to his 

* We should probably ready)J#v< (hawk) for 

* 18 th If irgalin iuwara • 
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Muhammadan vakil at Arcot, and that the 
camel-messenger said that a fight had been 
going on between the NftnA, and Balabat Jang 
at Aurangabad. 

I also hear that the nianmb letter, sent 
by GhAzi-ud-din KhA,n to the Governor and 
M. Delarche, asked for 1,(X)() soldiers, 200 
artillery men, and guns, together with powder 
shot and other munitions of war. I think 
therefore that this is why GhAzi-ud-din Kh&n 
sent the tnrnisab letter. 
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JAN tr ARY 1758 . 

Sunday^ January 8} —I went to M. Barth6- 
lemy’s house this moniing and paid my respects 
to him. Ho was talking with two Europeans, 
but rose and returned his compliments and 
made me sit down beside him. When the 
two Europeans had departed, M. BartliiUemy 
said, ‘ You were our chief subject of conversa- 
tion with the (lovernor yesterday. I learn 
that, when the Governor asked you about the 
mahdndttdra' visit to M. Soupiro, you told him 
that the nditdrs should only visit the Gov- 
ernor and not the Brigailier. The Governor 
remembered this and mentioned it to me.’ — 
‘True,’ I replied, ‘it is not necessary.’ — ‘ Why 
do you say that ? ’ he asked. I answered, ‘ The 
French recovered [Pondichery ?] from the 
Dutch on February 1, 1701* and hoisted the 
white flag ; and the mahdnattdrs did not visit 
the King’s people in charge of the Fort when 
M. Martin was Governor. When M. Hdbert 
came as Governor in 1708, he brought a letter 
from the King which he gave to the King’s 
people, and, after sending them back to 
Europe, remained himself in the Fort. During 
the Governorship of M. Lenoir, M. Lebo*, the 

' SHtk Mdrgali, i$wara. * See above p..M, note. 

* 8ie lift Farelle is meant. Of. x, pp. 6*6 Bupra. 
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King’s man, arrived in 1728 as the chief in 
command of the Port and troops. M. Lenoir 
thought that he would be powerless if this 
man commanded the Fort without regard to 
him, and, writing to Europe, obtained a letter 
from the King for his removal. So M. [La 
Parelle] was only Major-General, and, over 
since M. Lenoir’s time, the Governor has been 
called Commandant-General. Now M. Soupiro 
is the Ilrigadier who ha.s come to conduct the 
war. The first military rank is called Mard- 
chal de France ; next to this is Lieutenant- 
General ; below this is the Mareclial-de-camp ; 
below him is Brigadier ; then Colonel ; then 
Commanilant ; then Capitaine ; then Major, 
and lastly the officers. Those are the ranks 
of men in the army ; their duty is to fight, 
and they have nothing to do with administra- 
tion. The Minister, then the General, then 
the Governor, and lastly the Councillors, are 
the people in charge of the administration of 
the country, and those should be visited by 
the amalddrs, the ryots and mahdndttdrs. In 
ignorance of this, M. Leyrit told the amalddrs 
and ryots to visit M. Soupiro, the Brigadier, 
and so the Governor has spoiled everything.’ 
M. Barthdlemy was overjoyed at this and said, 

‘ How is it that you know what even we 
Frenchmen, born in France, cannot be expected 
to know ? M. Leyrit does not know this and I 
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will tell him to-morrow. He fears he will be 
. run through if the inahdndttdrs visit him 
without M. Soupiro’s knowledge. So the 
mahdiidttdrs cannot visit him. and the 
merchants are only allowed to do so in secret.’ 
— ‘ Indeed,’ I said, and taking leave, went 
to the Fort and stayed abont an hoar with the 
Governor, who was cheerful. I then went to 
the office in the flower-garden and came home 
at noon. 

Friday^ January 13.^ — Respectable women 
and even dancing-girls cannot stir out at 
night owing to disorders of the King’s people. 

Saturday. January 14.^ — When I wont to 
the Fort this morning; I heard tliat the 
Governor was talking with M. Soupiro in his 
room, so I went and talked with the Second 
who was alone. I asked him if M. Lcyrit had 
mentioned the niahdndildni visit yesterday. 
He replied thst ho had not, and added, ‘ M. 
Soupiro and M. Leyrit have quarrelled so 
much® that M. Leyrit in fear of being run 
through bv the other, has loft the Fort and 
taken up his residence in M. Duplcix’ housG.‘ 

^ 4th Tai, tswara, 

* 5th Tai, iswara. 

• In his letter to d’Argonson of December 9, 1757, Soupire had 
complained sharply of the general, and especially of the financial 
admiriisttation. (Hamont, Lolly ^ p. 8#5). Cf. Soupire 's reported 
language, pp. 102, 103 below. 

^ i-t.y the house situated just to the north of the Fort, where 
Dupleix had lived before he built the great GouvernemetU in the Fort. 
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Being troubled over the state q^* affairs, he 
consulted me about the management of 
the country. I told him that it was all his 
fault, for he should from the first have left 
the army in the Fort under M. i^oupire’s 
orders, as I told him, while he himself 
attended to other affairs, but, .when he showed 
all the papers to M. Soupire, the latter took 
advantage of it to interfere in everything. I 
thus narrated to him all that you had told 
me, and now ho is afraid and hopes that some 
one else will come.’ 

Then I asked him what I should do about 
my affairs. He replied, ‘ M. Lally is coming 
as Governor of the town with full power in all 
state affairs and over the Fort.’ After his 
coming, M. Leyrit cannot do an 3 ’thing. We 
will have nothing to do except the cloth 
business. M. Godeheu said that he himself 
was responsible to the Company^ for the country 
management, jaghirs, etc., and sent M. Clou6t, 
so the latter is in sole charge of the country.® 
M. Lally is coming with his mind fixed on 
money. M. Clouet is also avaricious. I 
cannot say what will happen if M. Desvaux 
makes him offers; but when he comes, you 
will be put in possession of the country.’ 

^ Lally was appointed Commissary of the King and Commandant 
General of ail the French Settlements in the Fast Indies. He 
printed his oommission in his Piie€8 Ju8tifieative$, p. 2. 

* See above p. 47, note. 
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I replied, ‘ The country is in a bad state, 
so how can I take up the management ? ’ — 
‘ Then,’ he replied, “ 1 cannot say what will 
happen.’ 

Friday^ January 20 } — Pir Muhammad, who 
has arrived from Gan jam to the northward, 
and who, by my accounts, owes me 30,000 
rupees, after fasting the day befoi’e yesterday, 
and remaining on diet yesterday, died at one 
o’clock in the night. His brother-in-law came 
and asked for ten rupees for the removal 
of the corpse, but I ordered my people to give 
50 rupees and two pieces of cloth, so that 
the ceremonies might be handsomely per- 
formed, and told all the Muhammadans in the 
street to accompany the funeral procession. 
The evil influence of Saturn, which has been 
touching me like the God of death, began 
after the 13th Ani^ Yu/ra} and was to continue 
until the evening of the 13th 7V/«, Iswara}^ 
whence I have suffered dangers of death, of 
losing my friends, wealth and land, and of 
losing my health by lack of blood and wasting 
away. I have now suffered for the appointed 
time, and hope that those bad influences have 
come to an end. 

Tv^sday, January 24 } — The two sons of Ghu- 
l&m Husain Kh4n of Sankar^puram and Mir 


llth Tai, fsteara. 
January 22, 1758, 

13 


* June 23, 1755. 

* ISth Tai, fttoara. 




98 


THM VIABT or 


CJan. 24, 


N&mat-ul-lah, the N&n&’s vakll^ — three persons 
in all — visited me at my office and said, 
‘ M. Leyrit has decided the Sankar4puram 
affair in our favour for 30,000 rupees and 
dismissed us with presents. We have come to 
take leave of you. There are twenty 
European military at SankarA.puram ; and 
besides the 30,000 rupees, 25,000 rupees have to 
be given every year.’ — ‘ Very well,’ I said and 
giving each a dross of honour worth 200 
rupees, I dismissed them. 
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FEBRUARY 1758. 

Sunday^ February 5? I hear that the two 
Frenchmen, who were imprisoned at Cuddalore 
and have been sent to the Governor here with 
the Bombay news, informed Kandappa Mudali 
that there was great panic at Cuddalore at the 
news of the expected arrival of 16 French ships ; 
Kandappa Mudali has sent them away for 
fear that the Governor will punish them as 
spies. 

Friday^ February 10 * — I hear that the 
people of the Tan j ore country are afraid that the 
French will attack them at any moment,* and 
that the Devikottai people are trying to obtain 
the release of the PandA,ram of Vaidisvaran- 
kdyil * who has been seized by Gadai R4o’s ® 
people and kept at Shiyali ; on learning this, 
Gd.dai RAo wrote to his men that, if they wore 
attacked by the people, they should cut off the 
Pandd.ram's head and throw it before them, but 
when the Devikottai people appeared with 
some foot and wore asked by Gadai RS,o’s men 

'■Ztth Tai, fsteara. 

* 2ml Maui, Iiwara 

^ In the previous November the Madras t'oiincil had hoard of 
French attempts to stir up a rival against the Prat&b Singh, 

(Madras Military Despatches to England, November 10, 1757). 

* A place famous for its Saivite temple in the Tanjore district. 
The Panddram must have been the temple.manager. 

‘ Daele ol Pratib Siugh, the reigning of Tanjore. 
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(fearing some trouble for the Pand4ram) who 
they were, they replied that they wanted 
nothing and so departed. 

Saturday, February 11} — M. Soupire sent an 
engineer with suitable Tamil people to enquire 
how matters were going in the country. They 
wont accordingly to Wandiwash, ChStpattu, 
TiruvannS-malai, Gingeo, Tiruviti, Tirukkoyi- 
lur, Kallakurichi, etc. places, enquired into 
everything in detail, wrote down the result 
and gave the writing to M. Soupire who (so I 
hear to-day) having read it, took it and the 
engineer to M. Leyrit, and, giving him the letter 
in the councillors’ presence, said, ‘ What a 
government is yours ! Instead of urging the 
people to attend to the cultivation, the men 
you send into the country beat the ryots and 
harass them by unlawful moans to obtain 
money from them . How can money be expect- 
ed from the country like that ? and how will 
you bo able to pay the Company ? ’ M. Leyrit 
having read the letter questioned the engineer. 
M. Soupire then departed. M. Leyrit after- 
wards gave the letter to M, Desvaux who 
became dejected on reading it and discussed 
affairs with M. Leyrit. It is said that M. 
Pesvaux said with great melancholy that, as 
he* could not manage the country, it had better 
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be given to some other man. I hear that this 
news is being spread by the Second. 

I hear also that, when the King’s officers 
asked the Second for their pay, which is three 
months in arrears, he replied that he could only 
give it when he had received it from M. Leyrit 
and that they had better ask him, and that, 
when the ecrivains in the Fort also complained 
to M. Leyrit that they had received no pay for 
three months, he replied that the Company 
had no money, and that he would pay them 
when money had been received ; and when 
they rejoined that they could not got on as 
they depended entirely on the pay for their 
daily food, he replied that they could take 
service olsowhoro if they pleased. 

Two of the King’s officers who are well- 
known to M. Lally and who arrived by the 
last ship, told me to-night that M. Lally who 
is coming is extraordinarily intelligent and 
discreet ; they said that M. Lenoir and 
M. Dupleix whom I extolled for their intelli- 
gence had only managed the affairs of a town 
without knowing anything about politics ; 
before his departure M. Lally spent 18 months 
with M. Dupleix, widting down everything 
about affairs in India, noting how much money 
could be obtained by conquering the country 
up to Delhi, what establishments would be 
required and what forces should bo sent from 
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Europe for the purpose^; on reading this 
writing, the King concluded that M. Lally was 
the fittest man for the task, and resolved to 
send him here with a sufficiency of supplies ; 
they added that I should learn what M. Lally 
was like on his arrival, and that no one could 
satisfy him when he was investigating every- 
thing. I have not written a quarter of what 
they said in praise of M. Lally’s talents, but 
enough to show what kind of man he is. 

Monday, February 13 ? — I remained at home 
to-day. 

Covelong Venkatesa Chetti who was 
managing my half -share of the mint,* leagued 
himself with the Ountfir man to misappro. 
priatc large sums, so I have ordered him to be 
imprisoned in the Choultry, so that all his 
accounts may bo examined, and informed the 
Second who has sent men to instruct the 
Choultry people to keep watch over him. 

At seven o’clock to-night, Melugiri Chetti 
came to me and said, ‘ E&mayya Pillai sent for 
me and said, “ Yesterday afternoon M. Soupire, 


* The reference is to the mimoire which Lally prepared on the 
state of India, advocating the reversal of Dnpleix* policy . Cf. 
Hamont, Lally, p. (U, where an extract from the me moire is printed. 

® 5th Md»i^ iswara. 

® This must mean the | per rent, on the rupees coined, originally 
granted to KanakarAya Mudali for his share in the negotiation of 
the fartruin, and continued to his successor (the Diarist) in the 
dubAshship by the Company's special order. Company to Pondichery 
July 1747 {PoHflivhery He.eonl», No, 9), 
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M. Leyrit and M. Barthdlemy consulted to- 
gether upstairs in the Oouvemenient about the 
Company’s lack of money, the delay of the 
ships, and the failure of money from the 
country, M. Soupire asked the Second to lend 
a lakh of mpees in this emergency, but the 
latter replied that he had nothing on hand as 
ho had lent Bangappan a lakh of rupees. 
Thereon M. Soupire asked him why he had 
lent this to one who was said to be worth 
nothing. The Second answered, “You are 
mistaken, for the Company owes large sums 
to Bangappan, as I know by the accounts of 
these sums, and he is only awaiting M. Lally’s 
arrival to explain his case and recover his 
debts from the Company, if necessary by 
taking his case to Europe and explaining the 
accounts there. M. Dupleix besides owes him 
large sums. M. Chevalier Guruvappan, who 
belongs to the same family, was known even 
to the King of Franco, and was honoured by 
him for his uprightness. All know this. 
Bangappan is known even to the King of 
France, so he will recover his dues. I know 
that the Company is indebted to him. I have 
also advanced money for the country manage- 
ment to be repaid when the ships arrive.” M. 
Leyrit replied that Bangappan deceived 
every one. Many other affairs were talked 
about which I will relate to Mah&r&ja B4jasrl. 
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Avargal when I see him to-morrow. You had 
better go and toll him this glad nows.’ I have 
been for the past three years under the evil 
influence of Il4hu. Subb& Josier predicted 
that by the 4th of this month/ the evil 
influence of IMhu would expire. The Second 
was the cause of misfortune from Mdsi, Bhava * 
and M. Lcyrit, after him, treated me as badly. 
The three years of misfortune came to an end 
in Tai last. Kanakaraya Mudali who was my 
enemy died on the 4th MoLsi^ Krddhana^ that 
is, twelve years ago. This is the beginning of 
the thirteenth year after his death. My bad 
luck began in Jfd.sv', Bhava, on account of the 
Second, and it continued under M. Soupiro and 
M. Lcyrit. As the evil influence of Bahu has 
expired, my bad luck must bo over and good 
luck coming. M. Lally will arrive thirf month 
and ho will protect my prosperity. 

Friday, February 17 * — heard this noon 
that, as the sloop was about to sail for Europe, 
M. Lcyrit and the councillors came downstairs 
after conferring, and wont to the accountant’s 
room where they signed papers and that 
M. Guillard, after going home, declared that he 
had not signed certain documents. I thought 
that not only M. Guillard but the Second, 


» February 12. • Pebmary 12, 1746. Cf. vol. i, p. 310. 

« February-Mf^rch 1755* ^Oth lawara. 
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M. Boyelleau and others should si^ according 
to custom all matters to which they had 
agreed and not otherwise. 

At six o’clock Ananta Tirth4chariy&r came 
to me and said, ‘ When Amirta B&o, the Nana’s 
man, marched against yaniyambd.di and 
Tiruppatthr forts, the Navait Path4ns who 
were in possession of those forts sent word to 
Amirta llao that they wore ready for war. 
Amirta RA,o replied, inviting them to battle, 
divided his army into three detachments, 
posting them in three places, himself waiting 
with ten horse in a place of safety. The 
Navfiits, learning this, secretly marched with 
200 horsemen by the foot of the mountain, 
and appeared before Amirta Kao’s troops^ 
Immediately Amirta Kao mounted his horse, 
advanced with ten horsemen, and fell upon 
the enemy who lost ten horses, but who 
managed to kill Amirta Kao’s ton horsemen 
and wound him severely. Amirta Kdo was 
carried to TiruppattAr fort, and his wounds 
dressed, but at the time of the removal of the 
third dressing he died, whereon his troopa 
retreated.’ ’ 

FHday, February 24 * — People from Madras 
are saying that, when the Naw&b of Bengal 

* Onne (ii, 293) says Amirta R4o was killed besieging Tiruppattlir. 

* ISth Mdait Iswara. 

14 
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gent for Mr. Clive who is there, and when the 
latter marched with 5,000 men, the Nawab 
received him in a tent pitched outside, * 
presented him with 36 elephants, slippers 
embroidered with pearls, etc., and gave a 
feast to all in the tent itself, after partaking 
of which all save 100 persons who escaped to 
Calcutta sank in the tent and were found dead 
afterwards. This is the news said to have been 
received at Madras. 

Saturday^ February 25^^ — News about the 
shortage of weight at the mint [ ]. 

When I was at home to-day, I heard that 
M. Leyrit and M. Soupire who yesterday set 
out for Ariy&nkuppam after examining the 
idols that have been dug up there, had 
marched with 300 soldiers, 200 foot, 
one gun with powder and shot, etc,, to 
Marikrishnapuram and halted this side of 
the Cuddaloro Bound-hedge, within sight of 
Devanampattanam. There they tired two or 
throe times with the gun and five or six volleys 
with their small-arms, and plundered the 
surrounding villages ; on this the people of 
Manjakuppam, Tiruppadirippuliyhr, and 
(’uddalore tied in panic cowards Fort St. 
David, but the commander tired upon them 
with four guns, whereon they returned ; it is 

p ■ 

t Ije.^ received him as an equal or superior. 

^17th Mdsit tewara^ 
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said that in four or five days troops will 
march on Fort St. David and the officers who 
accompanied them say that they will encamp 
at Perumbai. 

Particulars of M. Leyrit’s letter to Europe 
about my country accounts : — 

Along with the Company’s accounts ami 
other papers which M. Leyrit, the Governor, 
sent to Europe by a sloop, ho also sent my 
accounts, saying that the receipts and issues 
on account of cloth and red-wood had lieen 
correctly written up to February [21], 1758, or 
13th Mdsi, Iswara. 

In the accounts of the country manage- 
ment, T showed 6,31,782 rupees as the balance 
due under the first article for Bhava and Yuva.' 
Of this sum, I showed 2,47,187 rupees as having 
been paid under the second article^ and showed 
3,84,595 rupees as tlio balance still duo. But 
they have shown 6,05,083 rupees as the 
balance due. On considering why this was 
done, I have come to the following conclu- 
sion ; — paid in ready money and grain, 
besides what I paid the sepoys and the 
commandants, and advanced on the total 
collections in the country during the troubles, 
a sum of 23,83,817 rupees out of ,‘10,15,600 
rupees for the years Bhava and Yuva, The 
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balance then was 6,31,782 rupees ; and 2,47„187 
rupees sliould have been credited to my 
account, as the amount of commission due 
to mo, the amounts paid to the European 
sureties, the sums seized violently by tho 
commandants, the losses sustained by their 
troubles, and the sums I spent on the repair 
of tanks and canals. But only 26,699 rupees 
hfis been allowed by them and the balance 
sliown as 6,05,083. 

Then for tho year Dhatlm' tho lease 
amount was 18,84,996 rupees ; or including: 
tho rumm *- nAdalwdv^ etc., at ton per cent. 
1,88,094 rupees ; 20,73,440* rupees g:ros8. Thus 
the total duo including the old balance was 
set down at 26,78,523* rupees, against which 
I was credited with 7,91,388 rupees, being 
thus left with a balance of 18,87,735 rupees, 
which is shown in the account sent to Europe 
as due up to Juno 1757 (from Adi., DJidthu 
to Avani, Iswnra).^ I have boon told by 
the Second and the councillors that the 
amount paid for Dhdthv was 13 lakhs ; and 
I have hoard that the same amount was 
written in SavarirAya Pillai’s house. The 


> 1766-1767. 

* (vustomary perquisitea. 

* Contiiigenoiea. 

^ Sic, The last two figares should be 95. 

^ Sic, The last two figures ^should be 78. 

* Adi began July 12 and 'Avdm August 13. 
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reason why only 7,91,388 rupees has been 
shown in the accounts despatched to Europe 
is that besides the eighteen odd lakhs for 
Dhdthu, an amount at the rate of ton per cent. 
has been added for rmuni and sddalwdr, at 
which rate, throe lakhs of rupees for Bhava 
and Yuva and two lakhs for the same two 
years on account of Tiruvonnanalldr and 
Asuppur, the councillors’ jaghir, etc. — ftve 
lakhs and odd in all — have been deducted 
from the amount actually paid and credit has 
lx)on allowetl only for the balance, with the 
design of making out this extra sum shown 
in the Comiiany’s accounts to have boon 
secured by his vigilance. Else how can only 
eight lakhs bo shown when thirteen lakhs 
were paid ? If tliis is right, I suppose further 
that, for Bhava and Yuva, a sum of 3,84,595 
has been shown as the balance due accoi’ding 
to the accounts presented by the councillors 
after inspecting the accounts ; but the com- 
missaries, after enquiring, have admitted that 
the commandants received money illegally, 
whereby they caused losses and that the 
sureties appropriated large sums from the 
country revenue ; but though T charged these 
items in the accounts in accordance with the 
commissaries’ admissions, yet the Governor 
forced me to pay. believing the story of the 
sureties that the amalddrs owed them large 
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sums ; and besides only 26,000 rupees has 
been allowed for the cost of custoraary repairs 
to tanks and canals although the commissaries 
admitted 2,47,187 rupees for these items. T 
cannot imagine what justification there can 
Ik} for not giving mo credit for the entire sum. 

In the he)’/s for Dhrlthu, the rurnttn and 
sddalwfh' have been imi^roporly included. At 
first M. Godoheu entrusted the country 
management to M. Dclarche who with writer 
Rangappa Mudali enquired into everything 
in the country and gave accounts for the 
[last ?] eleven years. M. Godoheu afttn* 
examining this account sent for me, and said, 

‘ This is the account which M. Belarche has 
given, but I do not think it is complete. I 
have heard that, when the management was 
under you, the country was prosperous, and 
the Company received its money without 
hindrance. You are responsible for the entire 
business of the Company, so you should 
attend to this also. You had better take up 
the management of the country, pay one lakh 
and a half in excess of what they paid and 
attend to the business.’ I replied, ‘ It is very 
difficult to manage the country, for [the 
money] does not come in regularly. More- 
over the country is in a miserable condition 
owing to the troubles, and the Company 
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cannot therefore get money easily. To im- 
prove the country, money must be advanced, 
and the cultivators who have run away should 
be brought back to cultivate their land, with 
promises of vdram. It will take two years 
for the country to recover.’ When 1 thus 
described the difficulties of collecting the 
money, he replied, ‘ Don’t be afraid. Your 
duty is to work wholeheartedly for the 
Company, and ours is to help you in every- 
thing. Hesitate not therefore ; but take up 
the management and attend to it. I will see 
that you are appointed to the charge of the 
country for life. Let the lease run for five 
years for the present. Should you find it 
difficult to collect money in one year, 5 ’'ou may 
Xiay it the next. As you must be responsible 
for the lease, you need not attend to other 
business ; but you will be answerable for the 
profit or loss in the management of the 
country, and, in the matter of collecting money, 
you will enjoy the same powers of punishment 
as the subahdar of old. The Governor will 
have nothing to do with it, save to help you 
wherever necessary. These are my orders and 
you had better set to work without minding 
anything, keeping the Company’s interest in 
view.’ As the lease was given me at a rental 
increasing every year, the profits are mine 
and the Company has nothing to do with 
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thorn. It is not therefore just that the rmum 
and the sddalwdr should be added to the 
Company’s revenue ; it ought to have been 
remitted. When I experienced any difficulty 
in collecting money, I had the right to report 
it to the Council for the Company should 
collect the money. Those wore the orders. 
And what justification was there to increase 
the hertz or make deductions from the amount 
paid ? According to M. Desvaux’ statement, 
21 lakhs were due on each year, out of which 
the Company had to bo paid ; and of the 
balance of 13 lakhs, 4 lakhs belonged to the 
Company, and the remaining 9 lakhs to me so 
that 30 lakhs are duo to mo. But since Ani, 
Dhdtim' when the commissaries went and 
inspected the country, I have not been in 
possession of it, but M. Desvaux, and , I was 
told I should have what profit was duo. So 
in the years Dhdtim and lawara, they managed 
the country as they pleased, without informing 
me of anything or consulting me. I was not 
able to demand the arrears which were duo 
for my pai*t of the lease. The arnalddrs were 
not allowed to speak to me either about the 
country or general affairs ; and in consequence, 
only 13 out of 20 lakhs of the lease amount 
were forthcoming. I am entitled to compen- 
sation for the loss I sustained in the years 

‘Thelaatday of Ani was July 11, 1766. 
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Bhava and Yuva. Altogether 21 lakhs for the 
three years, 13 lakhs for the old balance, and 
a sum of 8 lakhs representing the losses I 
have sustained in the two years of my 
management — 42 lakhs in all — are due to me. 
But instead I am required to pay four lakhs 
to the Company. In the face of all these, 
what justification can there be to add the 
rusmn and sadalwar for Bhava in the Com- 
pany’s accounts and to show that sum as due 
from me, as if I still held the lease ? At first 
I had a lease for five years, and was made to 
pay the whole when the yield was only five- 
eighths ; even then I was not allowed to 
manage the country without interference ; and 
those who hindered mo were given all support, 
although the Company lost by it and the 
country was ruined, and although the lessee 
could not increase the revenues unless he 
received all support. Careless of justice, 
each man did as he pleased selfishly because 
the management was in his hands and 
nobody could question him ; and now they 
have written these accounts as they pleased, 
remaining in their houses. If porsoils of 
equal rank wronged me, 1 could complain to 
the Governor so that he might enquire and 
decide, and impose a fine or inflict other 
punishment. But since the Governor him- 
self, above whom is none, has behaved 
15 
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unjustly, to whom can I complain ? No 
man can question him, but God alone. I 
must therefore be patient and bide my time. 

Sunday^ February 26 — I hear that, when 
on Friday ten ships from Bengal arrived at 
Madras, the townspeople fearing they were 
French ships, fled inland in confusion and fear, 
and the Europeans loaded their guns with 
powder and made ready, but immediately 
afterwards the ships hoisted a round flag and 
made signals as they approached, and as soon 
as they were recognised as English ships, the 
fugitives returned home ; the ships are said to 
have brought news that ten or twelve thou- 
sand people have died of fever in Bengal and 
that Mr. Clive is still there. 

At nine o’clock some oflicers who came said 
that Surat messengers had brought news that, 
as the King of Kannadha — a country inhabited 
by Coffrees — had joined the English, the King 
of Franco sent troops to capture the place ; 
they were opposed by the English with the 
help of the King of Prussia, but when the 
latter’s son and many of his troops had been 
slain, along with many of the English, the 
King of Prussia could no longer hold his 
ground but fled, and the English sought peace, 


* 18 th Md»i, ittoara^ 
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but it is not known whether peace has been 
concluded or not.' 

Monday^ February 27 ? — Proclamations were 
posted with beat of tom-tom at the four gates 
of the Fort announcing that the rate of 
interest had been reduced. 

The news of yesterday is as follows : — In 
M. Godeheu’s time, orders were made limiting 
the rate of interest for Europeans to 8 per cent. 
and for Tamils to ] 2 per cent, per annum. After- 
wards M. Godeheu sailed for Europe on 9th 
Mdsi., Bhava? but when M. Leyrit arrived from 
Bengal as Governor, these rates were not 
observed, but people charged from 10 to 12 per 
cent, per month. The Governor did not care to 
enquire what the former rates had been, or why 
they had been altered ; and I do not know 
why he summoned the councillors to a coun- 
cil, decided that the rate should not exceed 
8 per cent, for Europeans and 12 per cent, for 
the Tamils per annum and ordered it to bo 
proclaimed by beat of tom-tom and notices to 
be posted at the four gates of the Fort. 


» This very curious account of the progress of the war is no doubt 
in part due to its being based on rumour, in part to the Diarist’s 
having misunderstood his informants. Kaiinadh& can hardly be any 
thing but Canada ; but I cannot guess why described as ** inhabited 
by Coffrees,” unless by confusion with the Southern Colonies where 
Negro slaves were numerous. 

• 19th Mdsi, Iswara. 

» February 17, 1755. 
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Wednesday^ March 1 } — I hear that the 
captain of a Portuguese ship, which sailed 
with the English ships from Bengal, says that 
the English when they sighted the Dilisd,^ on 
her way back from Pegu, whither she went by 
M. Loyrit’s orders, surrounded and seized her 
and carried her to Madras ; he also says that 
five English ships which had arrived in Bengal, 
having been laded with goods, rice, etc., sailed 
from Bengal with the seven ships which were 
there already, so that 12 ships in all have 
reached Madras. On learning this, M. Soupire 
said to M. Leyrit, ‘ Reinforcements have now 
reached Madras. When formerly I told you 
that the English should be attacked and weak- 
ened when they were still weak, you did not 
prepare or send troops on the plea that you 
had no money ; and so you have ruined matters, 
for now they have received strength.’ M. Ley- 
rit replied, ‘ Did I refuse money when the Com- 
pany had any ? How could I give what the 
Company had not ? ’ M. Soupire replied, ‘ You 

» 21st Mdsi, iawara. 

• Or Dilik&s. I have not been able to identify her. On February 
23, Pocock arrived at Madras from Bengal with his squadron, but the 
Consultations where his arrival is noted say nothing of any prize. I 
should have supposed her to be the Diligente but that she is stated to 
have sailed from Pondichery for the French Islands, not for Pegu 
(Letters from Anjengo, Oocember 12, 1757, ap. Miliiary CorisuUationa, 
January 5, 176H;. 
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are right ; how could the Company have any 
money when all that had been collected had 
been shared among you ? Do I not know that 
you have 1,20,000 pagodas in M. Desvaux’ house 
to be sent to Europe by the Portuguese ship ? 
You say that you have not a single cash for 
the pay, but you have money to send to 
Europ(‘. You liave niined the country and so 
prevented the Company from receiving money. 
You seem to think I do not know that M. 
Desvaux has been the agent of many of you 
in embezzling money, but I know everything.’* 
M. Leyrit replied, ‘You say that I have 1,20,0(X) 
f.agodas ready to send by the Portuguese ship. 
J f you will prove this, I will give you twice as 
mucli at once.’ M. Soupire replied, ‘ 1 will 
prove not only this but other things too. ’ 
M. Leyrit and M. Desvaux then talked to- 
gether. M. Desvaux related the (!onversation 
to Savariraya Pillai who related it to Tanda- 
varaya Pillai. 1 hear that Savariraya Pillai, 
T4ndavarA,ya Pillai and Savarir4ya Pillai’s 
younger brotlier are discussing this affair at 
length. 

Saturdfuf, March 4} — I remained at home 
to-day. At noon 1 heard that, as two English 

^ These ideas were current in France and Soupire doubtless 
brought them out with him. In one of his early letters Lally men- 
tions *ropinion defavorablc que le Comity Secret avoit cherch^ 
mlnspirer sur votre compte ^MMnotrp pour Leyrit^ p. 9, etc.). 

* 24 i 1 i Mdai, tawara. 
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ships from Madras had anchored off the wash- 
ing-place and were seizing the boats coming 
from Alambarai and Sadras with fuel, charcoal, 
chunam, etc., the Gunthr people had sent men 
to stop their own boats that are coming hither 
with red- wood, etc., from the north, and to 
bring their cargoes ashore wherever they may 
find the boats. 

Sunday^ March — I stayed at home to- 
day, and at five o’clock this evening, I, Ohiran- 
Jivi App&vu and the child Mangathal drove 
out to the washing-place in the coach with 
Ann^sw&mi following us on horseback. After 
watching the parade of the King’s people and 
the firing, 1 returned home at half -past six. I 
then heard the following account : — On Tliurs- 
day last theMysore vakil Venkatanarayanappa 
Ayyan arrived from Villiyanallfir with Nandi 
RftjA’s letters and two dresses of honour in the 
matter of the merchants’ money ; as he could 
not see the Governor that day, ho visited him 
the next, when M. Soupire Was also present 
upstairs ; he gave to each a dress of honour, 
delivered Nandi K&j&’s letters, reported the 
news and requested that the money should be 
paid. M. Leyrit listened to him but said 
nothing. Venkatanarayanappa Ayyan then 
asked for a site to build a house in Villiyanal- 


■ 2ith MAmI, itwara. 
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Itlr, together with the necessary materials, to 
which M. Leyrit replied that he might build a 
house wherever he chose, and have materials. 

Monday, March 6.*— At home at ten o’clock 
to-day I heard that M. Leyrit, the Governor^ 
and M. Soupire General Avargal had gone out 
in their palankins to find houses for those 
coming with M. Lally, and, after inspecting the 
house of Kanakar^ya Mudali and other large 
houses and godowns, they went to Mird^palli. 

The harkara who has brought letters to 
M. Leyrit from Masulipatam says that M.Bussy, 
Salabat Jang and the Nd.n& have united in an 
agreement, and that the Path&ns liave killed 
Balwanta KAo, who was encamped at Siddha- 
vattam and those parts, and have conquered 
the Cuddapah country. I think that, if this 
news be true, and, as Amirta RA-o, the Nana’s 
chief man and agent has died, the NAnA who 
has been very prosperous these twelve years 
will deeline in power. 

The harkara added that M. Law’s younger 
brother® who loft Bengal, had gone to Benares 
and Delhi where he visited the PAdshah, and 
would return to Bengal with troops. 


* ZfHh Mdsi, iswaron 

* The Diarist means Jean Law. He was however the elder 
brother of Jacques-Francois, the military offic'^r at Pondichery. (Laud's 
Mimoire sur Bengale ed. Martineau, introduction, pp. xviii — ^xix;. 
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Wednesday^ March 8 .' — I stayed at home till 
five o’clock this evening when I drove out to 
my garden with Annaswami and Ayy4sw4mi 
by the Valud^vur Gate and returning home at 
half-past six, remained in my office. There I 
heard the following from the King’s officers : — 
This morning M. Leyrit, the Governor, gave 
an onlcr on M. Desvaux for 500 rupees to be 
paid to one of the King’s officers who came 
with M. Soupire General. The officer gave the 
order accordingly to M. Desvaux, but he, 
receiving it, said that he had no money. There- 
on the officer said that he and M. Leyrit had 
robbed the Company and asked how ho could 
refuse money on his demand. This roused 
M. Desvaux’ anger and he spoke so hotly that 
the King’s officer, in anger, gave him severe 
blows with his cane. M. Desvaux saying that 
lie would not keep the country and that he 
would tell M. Leyrit, immediately went to the 
Fort and reported the matter. Afterwards 
both he and M. Leyrit wont to M. Soupire and 
asked him angrily if such uncivil behaviour 
could bo tolerated. M. Soupire replied angrily, 
declaring that this or worse would be done if 
money could not be had, and that M. Lally 
should learn the whole on his arrival. M. 
Leyrit then went back into his room, the 


‘ SSth Mi«i, iswara. 
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anger and wrath which he had exhibited at 
first having abated. Nobody knows what will 
happen. English sloops and ships are cruiz- 
ing about, sometimes in, sometimes out of 
sight. 

Thursday^ March 9.* — 1 heard to-day from 
Europeans that, when M. Lally, Lieudeyiani 
04nSral dti Roi^ reached Achin with 35 ships, 
the people there trembled with fear lest he 
should have come to punish them for their 
former misdeeds, and sent men to confer 
with M. Lally, but he replied that his mission 
was quite different and that they need fear 
nothing, as ho had put in only for provisions 
and water. This nows which was brought to 
Tranquebar by a ship that had voyaged to 
Achin, was forwarded by the Governor of 
Tranquebar in a letter to M. Ijeyrit in conse- 
quence of which the latter is going on with the 
works which he had suspended. 

After the hot quarrel between M. Leyrit, 
M. Desvaux, and the King’s officer yesterday, 
they are taking their meals apart in their 
rooms, without speaking with one another. 
M. Leyrit fearing what M. Soupiro may do, 
sent for M. Saubinet, the Company’s com- 
mandant, and asked him whether M. Soupire 
could do him any harm if they quarrelled. 


' 29th Afdgi, Jtwarot 

16 



122 


TBK DIARY OF 


[Mab. 9, 


M. Saubinet replied encouragingly that he 
need fear nothing so long as he [ M. Saubinet] 
was on his side, for he would call on the Com- 
pany’s officers and soldiers to do their utmost, 
should M. Soupirc contemplate violence, as 
M. Soupire’s strength was nothing when' 
compared with his own. 

This is what took place between M. Soupire 
and M. Leyrit. 

Sunday^ March 12 } — I did not go out this 
morning, but at five o’clock in the evening 
I drove out by the Valmlrlvur Gate, as fresh 
air increases the blood, and rcturaed home at 
half-past six. 

When I was in my office at nine o’clock, the 
King’s officers who came to listen to music,, 
said, ‘ On the 28th M. Soupire seift an^ 

order to M. Desvaux for the officer??’ money.' 
But when the officer wont to M. Desvaux’ with 
the oixlor and demanded the money, the latter 
said that he had none and that he only 
recognized M. Loyrit’s orders not M. Soupire’s. 
The officer replied, “You do not recognize 
Rajam&nya* M. Soupire, for you are nothing 
but a tailor, ami your wife a washerwoman, 
whom you abandon to M. Leyrit, and you have 
stolen the Company’s money ; so how can you 
bo expected to recognize M. Soupire ? But you 

\3rd PMtgutti, itioam. * March 8, 1768. 

His Exoellenoy. 
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will recognize him when you and M. Leyrit 
are tied up and beaten and sent to the gallows 
for stealing the Company’s money.” On this 
M. Desvaux went immediately to the Port and 
told M, Leyrit what the officer had said. 
M. Leyrit, M. Desvaux and M. Soupire then 
went into a room ; before us M. Leyrit said to 
M. Soupire, “ I understand that your officer 
spoke insolently to M. Desvaux. Is it proper 
to do so ?” M. Soupire replied, “ You are right 
to ask mo about it. Five of you have stolen 
the Company’s money. The first was 
M. Delarche who now will be content if he 
can keep the money he thus acquired ; and 
after him you' four, namely, you, M. BarthO- 
leqpiy, M. Desvaux and M . du Bausset — have 
stcflep. You know that M. Lally is bringing 
the King’s orders, and that the money you 
stole belongs to the King. I have accounts 
ofraH your thefts. You ai’e only a servant of 
thd Company. What is your pay compared 
With what you spend ? Where did you get 
your house ? Whore the mirrors and other 
things ? How did you come by all this wealth ? 
By trade ? I will make you render a complete 
account, and if you cannot, your propertj'^ shall 
be confiscated and you shall go to the gallows. 
You and M. Bartheloniy shall be chained, 
beaten and hanged : and the others shall be 
hanged outside the South Gate ; and your 
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duMshes shall be hanged outside the Fort for 
all to see.* When M. Lally arrives, I will place 
the accounts before him and cause him do all 
this, and, should ho not come, I will do it 
nivself. Before I take the field, I will search 
your house, seize all the money and issue it. I 
was wrong on my arrival to have gone out with 
you or visited M. Desvaux’ house, and I have 
ever since repented of being such a fool.” ’ To 
this, I replied, ‘ You are the King’s people, 
and may speak as you like ; but it is not proper 
for you to talk so in my house.* They replied, 
‘ How can you conceal this matter which was 
said openly before M. Leyrit and before us by 
M. Soupire and why should wo not repeat it ? 
We have nothing to fear and we will repeat it. ’ 
I said nothing, fearing what they might say 
if I asked them not to mention this affair. 
1 think that this confirms SubbA. Jdsier’s 
prediction of trouble during the influence 
of Mercury. 

Wednesday, March 15} — M. Desvaux now 
seeks to pacify M. Soupire. 

W'hen 1 was going out this evening by 
the Valudfivur Gate, M. Soupire was coming 
behind in a carriage. On seeing him, I got 
down from my palankin and stood on one 
side. He drove westward, and so did I, when 


> Bth Panguni, ftwaro. 
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I met M. Barth^lemy and M. Delarche in a 
carriage being driven by M. DrouSt. Having 
paid my respects to them, I wont as fai as the 
garden to the west, and then returned home. I 
thought the whole night that M. Barthelemy 
must have supposed that I was following 
M. Soupire to tell him about everything. 

M. [Le] Blanc came to me and said, 
‘ M Dcsvaux means to pay M. Soupire out for 
his conduct, and so he has decided to induce 
M. Soupire to visit him, under pretext of a 
feast, and make friends until M. Lally’s arrival 
by paying him 50,000 rupees, so that he may 
tell M. Lally, if M. Soupire then accuses him? 
that the latter has only accused him out of 
greed, for when ho was troubled before, he had 
quieted him with 50,000 rupees. M, Desvaux 
hopes by this trick to bring M. Soupire s 
authority to an end ; and he is therefore col- 
lecting rupees and negotiating with M. Soupire 
who, ignorant of M. Desvaux’ plan, is inclined 
to come to terms with him. M. Desvaux’ plan 
will succeed in two days.’ T have hoard the 
same from others also. 

I hear that a storm arose during M. Lally’s 
voyage, and that four ships have been driven 
from their course into Mah6. 

Officers say that, as M. Soupire has forbid- 
den them to allow Tamils go upstairs in the 
Oouvet'nement, the officers on guard at the 
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Oouvern£m.ent therefore prevent people from 
going up, and the sentry carries M. Leyrit’s 
letters to the officers, who give them to 
M. Soupire, who, in turn, sends for M. Leyrit 
and gives them to him, but does not allow 
them to be taken away until M. Leyrit has 
road them to him. 

I also hear that M. Soupire has withdmwn 
the officer who has been posted at the East 
Gate of the inner Fort for the last 50 or 00 
years. 

Saturday^ March 18 .^ — I drove out this 
evening and returned home at hal f -past six. 

j^ndapalle Krishnaiipan said, ‘Out of. the 
revenue of 16 lakhs due from the country this 
year, only 13 lakhs will come in, leaving a 
balance of three laklis. Out of these 13 lakhs, 
21,000 must be paid out monthly— 17,000 and 
odd to Savariraya Pillai’s sibbandi and 3,000 
and odd [in grain] at the rate of six kalams a 
month, 67,000 a month for the Company’s sepoys 
and troopers ; 12,000 a month for the aibbandi at 
Srirangam — a lakh of rupees in all a month or 
12 lakhs of rupees a year.’ I reflected that, if 
the money from the country was spent like 
this on mbbandi, the expenditure on account 
of the European soldiers, gentlemen and 


* 9th PangvnU Iswara. 
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coolies for the sick at the hospital could not 
be met. 

Monday^ March 20 } — I stayed at home this 
morning. At noon I heard that two of 
’Alj^ul-wahab Khftn’s people, who have been 
waiting for the last 15 days to see the 
Gd^emor, were told by Kandappan that they 
wei^ to wait at the customary place where 
they would be met and escorted by persons of 
suitable rank, along with the presents, and 
introduced to the Governor under salutes 
proportioned to their dignity. I also hoar that 
ho told them to have four dresses of honour 
ready for presentation to the people who 
would meet them and that they have been 
prepared. But I do not know what the 
Governor said. 

The two people from ' Abd-ul-wahab Kh4n, 
having sot out at eight o’clock with two 
drosses of honour worth 500 rupees to visit 
the Governor, reached the carpenters’ shop and 
waited there till eleven o’clock, when they 
were takfii into the Fort. They presented 
M. Loyrit with one dress of honour and 
M. Soupire with the other. No guns were 
iirod. 

Thursday^ March 23 } — ^At home this morn- 
ing, I heard the following news : — A clever 


* nth Panguni, ttumra. 
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French physician, who was treating the French 
prisoners in the Trichinopoly fort, conspired 
with 15 clever Frenchmen to escape On a. 
certain night with all the other Frenchmen, 
after murdering the English commandertrliitc., 
and then capture the fort. All agreed and 
signed a writing which they sent to Srirangam ; 
and the commander there sent the paper on t6 
Pondichery. M. Leyrit in reply directed all 
the people in Srirangam to be on the alert on 
that particular day and march out. But 15 
days before the appointed day, a Frenchman 
betrayed the plot to the English commander, 
who immediately ordered the physician and 
the 15 Frenchmen to be seized and hanged.* 

As five English ships and a sloop 
had entered the roads, our ships fired 
from eight o’clock till ten, and the 
■ Governor and others remained at the beach 
till midnight when the English ships sailed 
away. • 

As Vel&yudham Pillai’s letter of the day 
before yesterday from Porto Novo reported 


^ A.t the end of December a plot was formed at Trichinopoly by 
one La Forge, nicknamed the Surgeon, to release the French 
prisoners there. With this object ho attempted to seduce certain 
Frenchmen who had taken service with the English, pointing out that 
they must have large arrears due to them from the French Company. 
One who was so approached answered that the French commonly 
paid arrears with blows and informed Caillaud, the commandant. La 
Fcn-ge was hung. (Beport of a Court of Enquiry at Trichinopoly* 
dated December 28, ap. Military CanBuUatioifus^ January 12, 1788.) 
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that a ship with elephants had amvod tiiero, 
1 at once sent peon Yenkatapati N&yakkan 
with orders to bring them along with the 
pagcMlas due to us or their value in gold 
pieoc». 

Sunday^ March 2Q} — At six o’clock tliis 
evening a black Muhammadan who was Imam 
S4hib’s gumastah came to me and said, ‘ ’Abd- 
ul-wah4b Kh4n has written saying that he 
has 2,000 horse and as many foot, that he has 
received a grant of the Arcot subah, and that, 
if he receives the help of 500 Europeans with 
20 cannon, powder, and shot, whose expenses 
he will defray, he will march and capture 
Arcot and ho desires to receive the same treat- 
ment as was given to Nawab ChandA. SAhib. 
This letter has been translated into French and 
given to the Governor. After reading it, ho 
and M. Soupire said that they would think 
over the matter and give orders.’ 

1 also hear that as the NAnA’s vakil, a 
Muhammadan, wrote to Balwanta BAo that 
ChandA SAhib’s son has not delivered the ele- 
phants, velvet, broadcloth, etc., promised, 
Balwanta BAo sent for BazA SAhib’s gumastah 
to whom he spoke so angrily that the gumastah 
wrote to BazA SAhib about it ; on learning this, 
BazA SAhib and ’Ali Naqi SAhib grew angry 
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AKrith the Nftna’s Muhammadan vakil whom 
they have made their enemy, and they hope 
that M. Lally is bringing out the King’s order 
to grant them the management of the country 
and appoint Raz4 Sahib subahd&r of Arcot 
which orders (M. Delarche thinks) they 
expect M. Lally will execute on his arrival. . 

Tuesday, March 28.^ — I did not go out this 
morning. I hear that, when the European 
Who yesterday killed liis officer took refuge in 
St. Paul’s church, the church people put him 
into a box and buried him ; on hearing which 
news, the Governor and M. Soupire sent 100 
soldiers who surrounded the church and 
searched the whole place, till they found a 
spot where the earth seemed to have been 
recently turned ; on digging there they found 
the man in the box and dragged him away 
With blows. 

I also hoar that soldiers and an officer went 
out at midnight with drawn swords threaten- 
ing to run through every one they mot in the 
street ; on hearing of this, the Governor and 
M. Soupire sent for NayinAr the head -peon and 
promised him 30 pagodas if he seizeil and 
brought in these six persons ; the Nayin&r 
replied that he could not seize them, as he 
Was Unarmed, while they had drawn swords 

y ■■■ ■■■ ■ , 
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which they might use ; but the others told 
him that, if they resisted with arms, he might 
disable them and bring them. 

The English ships are cruizing to and fro 
in the roads. 

Thursda y/, March 30 } — Early this morning, 
MurtazA, SA.hib (Mir Ghulam Husain’s man) 
presented the Governor upstairs with a dress of 
honour worth 300 rupees, four Burhanpur tur- 
bans worth 800 rupees, two Burhanpur cloths 
worth 60 rupees and a kalifL I have not heard 
the subject of the conversation which followedj 
but I expect that he has bribed Kandappan 
and the Governor, to support ChandA SAhib’s 
son, and has spoken to the Governor about 
me. 

I drove out at five o’clock to the great 
garden and came home at seven. 

* StitI Paufftiiii, fmiHira. 





tt2 


TEE DtAUT Of 


fAFii. 3; 


APRIL 1758. 

Monday^ April 5.’ — I hear that, as the 
Governor has received news of M. Lally’s 
arrival with his ships this side of Mahd, cattle 
and other things are being got ready. 

I also hear that five or six of the King’s 
officers at the washing-ijlace have stabbed one 
another with their swords. 

Tuesday, April 4 } — 1 stayed at homo to-day. 

On my return after driving out in the 
evening, I heard that cattle and fowls and 
other things were being got ready against M* 
Tjally’s coming, and that M. Loyrit’s things 
wore being removed to M. Dupleix’ house.® 

I also hoar that dalavdi Alagappa Mudali,* 
who exercised authority in the southern 
country, has received a passport from M. 
I.,eyrit for his journey to Madras. 

One of the King’s officers last night gave me 
the following information ; — M. Lally is so 
intelligent that nobody can deceive him ; he 
will treat truth-tellers properly, and suitably 
X>unish even the least guilty ; he is coming to 
secure large sums out of the crores available 

' StHh Pangtmi, f steam. 

* SSth PoMgtuu, Isteara. 

* The old Gouvernement outRide the Fort. 

^ Son-in-law of Ttttarappa Mudali, Company's renter in Madura 
and Tinnevelly. Cwmtry Correspondence, 1756. p. 146» Counirp 
Correapondetice, 1767, p. 77. 
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here and »end them back to the King ; a 
certain man is coming with him who can 
detect false accounts and another named 
Clou6t an accountant ; from this I shall find 
out what sort of man he is and it will be hard 
for the people here to lie to him and prosper. 

Wednesday, April 5 } — I did not go out 
f his morning. 

I hoar that a council has boon held to 
tiecido what should be sold at auction and 
other matters. People say that ’ Abd-ul-wahAb 
Kh4n’s people cannot expect their aft'afix to 
thrive until the ships come in, and that daily 
allowances for 50 persons are being issued. 

I drove outside the Fort this evening and 
came home at seven. 

Wednesday, April 12 ? — At eight o’clock to- 
night, I hoard the following nows :—Tlio mes* 
sengers from Surat who arrived the night 
before last have brought Europe letters saying 
that the French army was encamped about 
twelve miles from the English fort and had 
conquered about a third of the English country ; 
that the King of Prussia, who joined the Eng- 
lish, had been unable to hold his ground, that 
the ambassador of the King of Portugal had 
proposed peace in the month of Avani, tswara? 
that an armistice had been concluded under 

* Paiiguni, laieara, * 3rd Chiltirai, Bakuddnya. 

* Angust-September^ 1757. 
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agreement that neither side should take up 
arms till the month of Chittirai,^ when the war 
would be resumed, if peace had not been 
concluded ; and that three squadrons of ten, 
ton and seventeen ships respectively — 37 ships 
in all — wore coming from Europe with M. 
hally on board and M. d’Ach^ in command. 

Sundni/, April 16 * — This morning when I 
was at liome Annft,sw4mi’s son-in-law came 
about the Ndsandr aifair. After talking with 
him and with the JI^ku from Kanda Pillai 
about affairs there, and when I had explained 
the whole matter, I ordered three fanams to bo 
given to each of AnnaswA.mi’s four people. 

I drove out in the evening and came homo 
at seven. 

Tuesdtiy, April 18 * — I hear that a letter 
arrived yesterday afternoon from K^kAI, 
saying that a sloop had reached Kd.rik41 with 
news of the squadrons’ arrival, and returned 
immediately after putting the letters ashore 
as English ships were visible under full sail ; 
but I have not heard the contents of the letter 
she brought. 

I hear that M. Leyrit and Gfeneral M. 
Boupire discussed the news this morning, and 
this evening drove out in a coach and six as 
far as Villiyanalldr, but left before Ganapati 


* April 17W. * phillirai, fffthuddifyfi. 

* 9th Chittir^it 
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Qttrukkal, the manager of the temple, could 
fetch fruit to offer them at the temple gate, 
and that Yinltyaka Filial who was at Arum- 
p4tai Pillai’s Choultry hid himself both as 
they went and as they returned. 

The King’s officers came to me to-night and 
said that at dinner-time this afternoon it was 
stated in the presence of M. Soupire that 
though people expected squadrons would 
arrive shortly, they would not come in this 
month of ChilUrai ' which is often stormy, but 
by the 5th VaigdaL* This news only coniirmed 
what I had hoard before. 

Thursday^ April 20 ? — This morning 1 stayed 
at homo. When I set out at half-past four this 
evening in a carriage to visit my ugrahdram^ I 
found every one present at a great parade at 
the washing- place ; so, thinking it would be 
improper to go by, I got down. After all had 
paid their respects to me, 1 returned my 
compliments and said that M. Lally must 
have returned to Euroi)e with the squadron. 
Immediately General Soupiio’s secretary said, 

‘ The squadron has not returned to Europe 
for there is nows of 22 ships having ronehed 
Mahe. A sloop has also put in at Karik^l. 
M. Lally will not come here till he has taken 


^ ApriUMay. 

^ llth Chittirai^ BahudAnpa, 


• May 15. 
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Tellicherry and another English port. 
According to reliable news it will take him 
three or four days to take the places and 15 
days to arrive here. So he will arrive in 
about ten days’ time.’ After talking for a little 
while, I returned home at seven. Ann4sw4mi, 
AyyA,sw&mi and App4vu returned home at 
seven after attending the festival at Pudu- 
pattu. 

Tuesday^ April 25 .^ — This morning I went 
to the Second’s and showed him a copy of 
the account written by the European who 
quarrelled yesterday, and related his quarrel 
to me. Thereon the Second sent for his writer, 
and angrily told him that he was stirring up 
this European and causing trouble. Then the 
European arrived. The Second spoke angrily 
to him also and dismissed him with the 20 
rupees he had. 

Afterwards in the course of my conversa- 
tion with the Second, he said, ‘ By M. Des- 
vaux’ advice. M. Leyrit has acted without 
consulting us, in a very despicable way, only 
having the generate beaten for himself outside 
like a stranger, instead of having it beaten 
within the Fort. He did so because he 
thought that the Company’s soldiers and 
officers should not bear arms without the 


^ 19th Chittifw^ Bahuddnya, 
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permission of the King’s men who have come. 
With us this is a shameful conduct to which 
death is preferable. The news must have 
already reached the Governors of the other 
ports who will laugh at us. Nor was this 
all. He invited M. Soupire General to his 
name-day feast and the latter attended it. 
When he desired him to sit down to table, 
M. Soupire said, “ I am sorry to offend you, but 
I cannot sit down with any but you. How- 
ever do not be dejected, but rejoice on this 
day of festivity.” So saying ho hastily depart- 
ed, and this is a very injurious thing with us. 
God has brought this disgrace upon M. Leyrit 
and cast him into this abyss for his frauclulent 
conduct and crooked mind.’ I replied suit- 
ably, ‘ How can I know your customs as you 
do ?’ Then I came homo, and sent 20 rupees to 
the Second. 

As I drove out this evening, the Bishop 
Padre' was in the garden, so I wont up to him. 
He advanced to receive me and said, ‘ M. 
Leyrit has been much disgraced, for M. 
Soupire has ordered M. Hesvaux to be 
imprisoned if ho enters the Fort. That is 
why M. Leyrit gave his feast at the garden, 
for if he had given it in the Fort, M. Desvaux 
could not have come. So the Governor’s 
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^ Norooha, titular Bishop of HalicarnassuH. 




138 DiAm OF TApb. ^ 


dignity has gone. This M. Leyrit has been 
telling M. Soupire that you are the worst of 
the Tamils, I of the Portuguese and M. Boyel- 
leau of the French. His dishonesty has now 
turned against him for now M. Soupire is 
kind to me and unkind to him. As soon as 
M. Lally arrives, nobody need go and report 
matters to him. M. Soupire has written down 
everything after full enquiries and will inform 
M. Lally of everything. M. Lcyrit’s dub^sh, 
M. Desvaux’ dub&sh and two other persons, 
four persons in all, will be hanged outside the 
Fort on M. Lally ’s arrival, and perhaps a few 
Europeans will be hanged here or sent to 
Europe.’ I said that everything would happen 
according to destiny. On returning home at 
eight, I hoard that M. Soupire had ordered it 
to be proclaimed by beat of tom-tom that no 
Europeans should go out after eight at night 
and that those who did so would bo beaten, 
lined 60 rupees and shut up in the dungeon. 

Wednesday, April 26 } — I hear that the 
Marquis de Conflans and M. Moracin* have 
marched with some sepoys with English 
passports to join M. Bussy by way of Masull- 
patam. 


* 17th Chittlrai. Bahitddnya^ 

* A mistake for the Chevi^liep ^e Basin. Sm 

ftpondence^ 1757*‘1758| 15 « 
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I also hear that seven sous-lieutenants, 
seven lieutenants, seven officers and 350 
soldiers, all King’s people, have set out for 
•Srirangam, K4rikd>l, Chidambaram, Tiruviti, 
Vriddhachalam, Gingee, Tirukkbyildr, Tiru- 
vann&malai, Chdtpattu, Wandiwash, Utca* 
malldr and other places to relievo the 
Company’s men there according to orders. 

Since his arrival, M. Soupire the Gene- 
ral has done nothing, but has frequently 
offered M. Loyrit, the Governor, to send out 
people to take possession of the country if he 
received the necessary supplies. But M. 
Leyrit has always refused on the ground that 
the Company has no money. M. Soupire has 
kept a record of his requests to M. Loyrit and 
of the latter’s replies. Now I hear that on the 
12th of this month,^ M. Soupire asked for 
10,000 rupees for a certain business ; M. Leyrit 
replied that he had no money ; two days 
afterwards having privately reflected that, 
although M. Leyrit always denied possessing 
money when it was asked for, he had country 
here worth 20 lakhs, and 30 lakhs more to the 
northward, besides the control of merchants 
and others, and that he had been Governor of 
Bengal, for three years, and Governor here for 
the same period, and that in spite of all this 


* April 21. 
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he still refused even 10,000 rupees, M. Soupire 
therefore resolved to write out a paper saying 
that M. Lcyrit had refused him 10,000 rupees 
when required for an urgent affair, on the 
ground that ho had no money, and to take 
it to him and ask him to sign it. On the 
15th^ then he took this to M. Loyrit and asked 
him to sign it, but M. Leyrit refused saying 
that he would manage to find the money. 

Friday^ April 28 } — News of M. Lally’s 
arrival here from Europe. 

When I was at homo to-day, J hoard that 
a ship had boon sighted, and on enquiry 
learnt that she was lieliovcd to bo English. 
When after twelve o’clock, she entered the 
roads, 11 guns were fired from the land and 
from the ships in the roads. One shot fell 
close M. Lally’s ship and another struck it. 
M. Lally immediately ordered a gun to be 
fired, struck the flag ho was flying, and hoisted 
a red one. A black flag was then hoisted at 
the Eoi't ; and M. Lally hauled down his red 
flag and displayed one white and one square 
flag,’ on which [the Fort] hoisted the white 


^ i.f., the 24th. * 19th Chittirai, Bahuddnya. 

’ Lally {Afimoire, p. 39) says that on his arrival in the roads, his 
vessel, the Comte de Provence, was Siiluted by five-shotted guns, three 
of which passed through her and two damaged the rigging. D'Ach^ 
(third Mimoire, p. 8) says that as soon as Lally went on hoard the 
Comic de Provence, he hoisted the square flag at the main-mast as the 
sign af his rank. A comparison of these statements with the narrative 
in the text suggests that Lally's flag was the reason why his vessel was 
not recognized as French. The firing evidently was not part of the 
formal salute of welcome as Malleson {^French ht Irldia, p. 515) supposed. 
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flag, and catamarans were sent which brought 
ashore letters for M. Soupire, the General. The 
latter immediately rose from table, and went 
off to the ship by boat, while M. I^eyrit waited 
on the beach. As soon as M. Soupire reacrhed 
the ship, M. Lally got into the boat and came 
swiftly. Seeing this, M. Leyrit also entered a. 
boat, ami, meeting M. Ljilly lialf-way, paid his 
respects to him and escorted him ashore. 
Tlien all went upstairs. There was no time to 
di*aw uj) th(i ti'oops, iix plantain trees, water 
the stretits, or spread korai grass. A salute of 
21 guus was lired. Immediately after landing, 
he said, ‘ I have ordered the ships following 
mo to proceed to attack Fort St. David. Tlie 
European officers and soldiers, the German 
troopers, and foot, etc., must be ordered to 
march at once by land and attack Fort St. 
David to-night. Moreover 4,000 earth-diggers 
and bullocks must be got ready as well as 
powder, shot, guns, munitions of war and 
provisions which must be sent at once.’ 
Having ordered M. Soupire to proceed, he went 
upstairs, and then M. BartMlemy the Second 
came and paid his respects. M. Leyrit then 
sent for me, and made me present M. Lally 
with limes, saying that I was Rangappan, the 
Company’s courtier. M. Lally paid me his 
compliments. Then the Company’s merchants 
visited him. Vin^yaka Pillai then came and 
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stood in front of me (which made me angry with 
him) until M. Lally looked at him. Vin&yaka 
Pillai then withdrew and said that he also had 
visited M. Lally. Having posted the King’s 
men at the Fort gates with orders to allow no 
one to go out, M. Lally went into a room, and 
by means of seven writers, wrote letters 
describing what should bo done as soon as the 
ships reached the Fort St. David roads. Only 
two ships came here, and among those known 
to mo on board wore M. Clouet, M. Boyelleau 
and M. Dusaussaye. Then I went to the office 
in the flower-garden. 

M. Leyrit sent for Vinayakan and Savariya 
Pillai and told them to collect cattle, horses, 
coolies, etc., without delay, so Vimtyakan sent 
peoi)lo to collect them in the town. A man 
with a silver staff came to me and said that 
M. Lally and M. Leyrit wanted horses. I gave 
orders for them. This is the nows. 

Satardaf/, April 29 } — This is the news of 
to-day : — At nine o’clock this morning M. 
Lally told off M. Leyrit, M. Barthffiemy and 
the councillors to the following duties M. 
Leyrit to attend to the unloading of M. Lally’s 
things from his ship and to the loading of the 
ships, and M. Barth^lomy to assist him. They 
are at the Choultry at the Beach arranging for 
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sailors for the ships, cabbage, radish, fowls, 
ducks, rice, water, bread, etc. provisions, and 
despatching boats ; M. Clou5t is to disburse the 
pay of the soldiers, troopers, sepoys, etc., and be 
in charge of other expenses — in short, to have 
the charge of the purse from May 1, in the 
place of M. Barthdlemy. 

There is news that TiruppMirippuliyhr, 
etc. places were plundered last night and that 
Cuddaloro fell at teii o’clock to-day, and has 
been plundered and set on tiro ; but this nows 
is not true. It is said that Manjakuppam has 
been seized, entrenchments arc being dug and 
shots are falling on Fort St. David, while 
powder, shot, bundles of leaves, and sand-bags 
for the works and provisions are being hastily 
got retidy, and M. Soupire is always angry with 
Vinfi,yakaii and even boats him ; cattle, horses 
and coolies are being seized and sent ; and a few 
Englishmen, who had not escaped from the 
walls, have been seized and brought in, 
together with seven or eight wounded persons. 
Moreover when nine English ships from 
Madras arrived at three o’clock to reinforce the 
Cuddaloro army, the nine ships already engaged 
in attacking Cuddaloro opened fire on them. 
The English fired in return and lay to the 
northward. Seeing this, the two ships which 
came with M. Lally hoisted sail, and stood to 
the east to intercept the English ships which 
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they attacked. The ships of both sides then 
put out and the sound of firing ceased by the 
evening. Each man tells a different story, and 
each minute brings different news. 

M. Lally having left Europe in May last 
reached Mascareigne in December and stayed 
there forty days ; he sailed again on January 

26, reached Kdrik41 on the afternoon of April 

27, corresponding with Chittirai 18, where a 
captain went ashore to got news as d’Ach4 was 
unwell, and then, setting sail, reached Pondi- 
chery at noon on the 19th. ‘ 

I hoar that at six o’clock M. Soupire 
marched to attack Fort St, David. 

Sunday. April 30 .* — I heard the following 
news to-day : — When M. Soupire and M. Lally 
reached Fort St. David last night, the troops 
there demanded why they wore to die of 
starvation instead of falling in the field by the 
hand of the enemy. M. Lally at once [returning 
to Pondichery] went upstairs at midnight 
Avithout even a torch, and angrily aroused 
M. Loyrit, who, coming out, sent for 
Vintyakan, and kicked him twice in his great 
rage. Vin&yakan at once started for the camp. 
All night M. Lally kept on interrupting M. 
Leyrit’s sleep by sending for him and talkin g 
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with him. This teasing has made M. Leyrit 
hate M. Irfilly in a single day. 

Men having been sent to fetch back the 
Marquis de Con flans who had set out for the 
northward, ho arrived early this morning. 

Moreover when M. Leyrit and the 
councillors attended M. Lally yesterday 
morning, the latter said to M. Leyrit, ‘ I 
represent the Company and you must consult 
me about everything and carry out my orders.’ 

I hear that two English ships have been 
taken and that the remainder have been 
damaged and put to flights 

M. Lally then set out for church, so at eleven 
o’clock I took leave of him and wont to my 
office in the flower-garden where I heard the 
following news : — When the roundel was being 
held over him, M. Lally struck it with a switch 
which he held in his hand, saying ho did not 
want it; nor did he want it on his return from 
church, but walked in the sun to the Second’s 
house. M. Leyrit also walked without a 
roundel and had to run as M. Lally walked 
with him. M. Lally then went back to the 
Fort whither M. Leyrit followed him in the sun 
with great distress. 


^ The two veHsele lost by the English were the BrldgewtUer and 
Triton^ which were surprised off Fort St. David and had to run ashorct 
where they were burnt. But in the action of the 29th the English had 
obtained some, though not a decisive, advantage over the French fleet. 

10 
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Some say that M. Leyrit produced three 
lakhs of rupees yesterday but others deny this. 

I came home at noon, bathed, and ate, and, 
just after I hiid lain down, two i^eons came at 
three o’clock and said that the Governor 
wanted me, so 1 wont to him. 

He said, ‘ During the sea-fight, the English 
ships had the advantage of ours. One of our 
ships* has gone ashore south of Alambarai ; 
arrange for carriages, horses, palankins, etc., to 
fetch the gentlemen on board.’ Agreeing, I 
came out and told the Nayinar, and also sent 
people to collo(5t horses, palankins and carriages 
in the town. Just then Kandappa Mudali said 
that ho had been told about them, and that 
therefore ho would get them ready. 1 agreed. 

Afterwards a messenger came and said that 
the camp was short of provisions. How can I 
describe the kind words with which M. Leyrit 
requested the messenger not to inform M. 
Lally ? Novortlioloss the messenger did so, and 
M. Lally, in unspeakable anger, sot out on 
horseback with guns ainl munitions and 
escorted by 15 troopers and about 100 sepoys 
and soldiers. 


* The nien^Aime, 
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Monday^ May 1 } — On my way to the Fort 
this morning:, Nayintlr, the head-peon, said, 
‘ The Governor gave mo live of tlic Company’s 
peons and told mo to get the carts and bullocks 
that Kandappa Mudali, Appu Mudali, Pori- 
yanna Mudali and TiruvdngadathA, Pillai are 
said to have hidden in their houses, and if thov 
objected, to imprison them at the Choultiy. I 
was also to speak to you about them.’ I gave 
him orders to seize the carts and bullocks and 
went to the Fort. M. Lcyrit was walking to 
and fro busy with certain business, and 1 
walked up and down with him. 

As to-day is a feast-day, he ordered the flag 
to be hoisted, and then went to church, so I 
went to the office in the flow^er -garden. 

I hear that M. Lally, who last night joined 
the army sent to attack Fort St. David, is still 
there; the English ships having failed in their 
efforts, have departed with shattered masts 
and shaken hulls ; the cargo of the French ship 
that went ashore is being removed to Alam- 
barai fort ; Nayinar, the hcad-pcon, has been 
sent with elephants, horses, carts and palankins 
to fetch the gentlemen on board the stranded 
ship ; and M. La Selle, who has been rightly 


^ 22nd CJMirau Bahudanya, 
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appointed to the ArumpAtai Vin&yakan’s post, 
for ho is the chief man, has desired the assist- 
ance of M. Lo Blanc who was responsible for 
the TirukkbyilAr country under mo, and of 
Malaiyan. 

I hear that the people who wont to Tirup- 
pMirippuliyur, PudupA-laiyam, and Manja- 
kuppam, are selling the idols, vessels, cots, 
mattresses, knives, daggers, women’s cloths, 
chinte and other things they stole there. 

This evening I drove out of the Fort and 
returned at seven. ’Abd-ul-qfidir, the chobdar 
with a silver staff then came to me and said 
that M. Ijoyrit, the Governor, had or<lered that 
from to-morrow no liquor should be sold, not 
oven Colombo arrack, that all who possessed 
any liquor were to measure and deliver it to 
M. Cornet, and that I was to give orders to; the 
people who sold Colombo arrack, and see that 
all available pattai arrack’ was delivered to 
M. Cornet. So I sent for the dealers in 
Colombo arrack and the liquor godown -people 
and communicated the Governor’s orders to 
them. I also sent the chobdar to communicate 
these orders to the Colombo arrack dealers. 

Tuesdenj, JMay 2 .^ — Ha ving gone to the Fort 
this morning. I paid my respects to M. Leyrit, 


‘ Sec vol i, p. 15^^ and note BHjn'a. For Colombo arrack see note 
a/>. Bowrey, Bay of Bengal^ p. 77. 

^ M3rd Chiithah Bahuddtiya, 
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and informed him of the order I had given 
about the delivery of Colombo and pattai 
arrack to M. Cornet. I then waited there. M. 
La Sello, who has been appointed to do the 
duty of the Armnpatai who ought to have 
collected the cattle in the town, is paying the 
coolies two fanams a day each besides half a 
fanam for batta, so many coolies are coming in 
of their own accord. Having soon this, I was 
going out when M. Boyelleau called mo and 
said, ‘ I want to talk with yon about the mint 
business, so come to the mint.’ I agreed, and 
went to the mint, but finding no one there, 
wont back to M. Boyelleau who said, ‘ I 
have received a letter from M. Godeheu 
asking me to send chintz and just mentioning 
M. Lally’s departure. I do not know* what 
messages he may have sent by M. Clouet. 
When M. Loyrit first complained that you 
had not paid the country revenue, as soon as 
I learnt of it, I wrote down the particulars 
which induced all people to write complaints 
against him [? Leyrit]. I think that orders 
for the future management will bo received 
by the ships that must have sailed last 
Arppisi or Tai.^ As in future you may know 
less about your affairs than I, I will inform 
you about everything. M. Lally is declaring 


I October-Novemlier or January-February. 
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that he will hang people for the least thing. 
From private rank/ he rose to the rank of 
officer, and now has been appointed chief in 
command here, so that ho is superior by virtue 
of his office ; but another man has also come 
noble by birth - and ancestry and invested 
with authority over the Company’s affairs ; 
he is lodged in the room situated in the 
south-west of the Qouveniement. After you 
have gone upstairs to-morrow, I will call on 
him and you had better come, as if by acci- 
dent, wait a little while, and then go away. I 
will then toll him everything.’ ‘ Very well,’ I 
said and, having taken leave, came homo. 

Wednesday, May 5.-‘— -This morning I wont 
to the Fort and paid my respects to M. Leyrit, 
the Governor, and sbiycd there. 

M. Clouet who was on the stranded :ship 
this side of Alambarai, arrived in a dhooli and 
reached the Goiiveni’enient at half-past nine. 
Mdlugiri Chetti informed M. Boyolleau, who 
went to the Gouvernement to call on M. Clouet 
and remained. I also went there. When M. 
Clouiit came out with M. Boyolleau, I paid my 
respects to him with some oranges Ho 
accepted them and enquired after my health. 


^ He wan commissioned as captain in the Rigtmeni de Dillon at 
the age of eight. 

* t.e. of the French nohlesi9e. Boyelleaa perhaps means Mont- 
morency. 

* 24th Chittirai, BahndAnyam 
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‘I am well,’ I replied. ‘I had heard so,’ he 
answered. ‘I have arrived in safety.’ Then 
some Europeans came, whom he embraced and 
kissed. I and M. Boyelleau then visited and 
paid our respects to the gentleman from 
Europe who is in the north-west corner of the 
Oouvernement. This gentleman talked kindly 
with a cheerful face. I talked with him for 
about a quarter of an hour and then wont to 
the office in the flower-garden. 

There I hoard that ViruWakan whb has 
taken to his bed with a pain in the chest by 
reason of his boating, has been tolling his 
visitors that ho hurt himself on the knob 
of his cot. In camp no one may oven mention 
the name of the Anuniiaiai and the coolies are 
implicitly obe^dng M. La Bello who distributes 
tJieir wages promptly. Entrenchments are 
being raised at Cuddaloro, and tlio English 
are reported to be strong. 

Thursday, May 4 } — I hoard the following 
news this morning : — At the third watch 
yesterday, the troops in camp marched to 
Cuddaloro and hoisted the white flag, and a pro- 
clamation was ordered by beat of tom-tom that 
any English sepoys should be killed at sight-. 
Yesterday morning a European gentleman 


* 26 th Chittiraif Bahmidnya, 

® The town of Cuddalore surrendered on May 3, on the following 
terms:— (1) the inhabitants and their property were not to be molested ; 
and (2) the French prisoners in Fort St. David were to be sent to 
Tranquebar, Devikdttai. or Porto Novo, to await the fate of Fort 
8t« David. Military Comultaiwmj May 9, 1758. 
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with 300 solmers and .200 sailors having 
landed some chests of silver from the ships, 
carried them to my agraJidram ; there they 
took up their quarters, having set an armed 
guard and demanded with threats of deat£ 
sheep, fowls, ri ce, ghi, etc. provisions, so that the* 
people took to flight. Not until Venkata I^o 
told them that the agrahdram was mine, and 
that the people should not bo threatened but 
merely asked for supplies, were 50 sheep, 100 
fowls, 300 measures of rice, 30 seers of ghi, 
and other things obtained from the out- 
villages and supplied. One of the men who 
went to the tope to gather young coconuts, 
being detected, was seized and given 50 stripes 
and kept fasting till evening. At eight o’clock 
at night, they brought to the Fort 32 chests of 
silver. Each chest contained 300 marcs of. 
silver and the whole quantity was weighed 
off to the mint this morning. 

I also hear that, before M. Lally the 
General wont to camp, he asked M. Leyrit 
for three lakhs of rupees, but the latter excused 
himself, on which M. Lally in anger said 
sharply, ‘ If matters go like this, I shall be no 
respecter of persons, but will deal suitably 
with any one. The things 1 aslq for must be 
supplied either from the Company’s coffers or 
from your own house, otherwise I shall be 
very angry, and you will not be able to 
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blame me then.’ He then ^ out for camp. 
A lakb and a half of rupees were sent the 
• day before yesterday, and a lakh and a half 
will be sent to-day. Then I went to the office 
m the flower-garden and coming home at 
twelve, sent off some dhooli-bearers. 

I heard this evening that the Governor 
had ordered Ayyan S&stri to be imprisoned at 
Nayind.r, the head-peon’s house as (it was 
said) there wore no peons at the Fort. 

M. [Lo]Noir says that, as M. Lally is 
impartial and goes deep into affairs, nobody 
^can deceive him. 

Friday, May 5.‘— I wont to the Fort this 
morning and paid my respects to M. Loyrit, 
the Governor, who told me to visit M. 
Boyolloau and M. Clouet. So I wont to M. 
Clouet’s house, and, as I was getting out of my 
.palankin, M. Boyelleau arrived. After saluta- 
tions wo entered M. Clouet’s house. He came 
to the door to receive us, took us in, and we 
three sat down. M. Boyelleau then related to 
M. Clouet in an impressive way all M. Desvaux’ 
actions, the state of affains in the country, the 
course of events in the town, the taking of the 
country from mo, and the obstacles thrown in 
the way of my continuing as courtier. M. 
Clouet then rose and opening his box, took a 


20 


^ 2Qth Chitiirai^ BahudAnya. 
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packet of papers which he showed to M. 
BoyoUeau. The latter read one of the papers 
and, as both were engaged in reading it and 
discussing the contents, and I could only sit 
still, they gave me leave. I rose from my 
seat to take leave, and M. Clouet accompanied 
me to the door where ho dismissed me with 
compliments, which I returned. 

I then went to the office in the ^ower- 
garden, whore I hoard that M. Lally who 
returned last night had held a council to*day, 
but . I did not hear what it was about.’ 1 
came home at noon, took my food and went 
to sleep. While I was sleeping, a chobdar 
came and said that M. Leyrit, the Governor, 
wanted a horse. I told him that I had already 
given all my horses, except two lame ones, 
which I sent with him, telling him that^ M. 
Leyrit might have them if he liked. After in- 
specting them, ho returned them to me. I then 
drove out and returned homo at seven o’clock. 

Saturday^ May — I went to the Fort this 
morning and after paying my respects to M. 
Lally, the General, andM. Leyrit, the Governor, 
I went to the office in the flower-gar den. 

Venkatar&ma Chetti, who came to me last 
night to report the mint news, said that 

^ Probably to consider d’Ach^’s letter of this date demanding 
materials for the repair of his chips (d*A chip’s first Mimoire, Pi^es^ 
p. 10). 

* 27th ChUiiraiy Bahuddinya. 
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M. Boyelleau had been appointed Governor of 
Cuddalore and]would set out at twelve o’clock 
to-night after delivering the mint accounts, 
keys, etc., to M. [Le]Noir. So I sent for 
Chiranjivi App4vu and told him to go and 
offer my congratulations to M, Boyelleau on 
his appointment and to ask what should be 
done about my affairs as he had acted as M. 
Godeheu’s agent about them before. App^vu 
went accordingly and sent in w'ord of his 
arrival. He was asked to wait, and when all 
the Europeans had gone away after dinner, 
M. Boyelleau sent for him and said, ‘ I am not 
going to Cuddalore as Governor but only to 
make an inventory of the goods at the harbour. 

I shall return in five or six days. You need 
not be anxious about your affairs, and I will 
now tell M. Lally, the General, that the v/^ork 
entrusted to me ought to have been entrusted 
to the Company’s courtier^ your father, but 
that I am going because your father has not 
strength enough to move about and work hard 
at this business. I will return in five or six 
days and see to everything.’ Chiranjivi 
App&vu reported this to me at midnight. As 
M. Boyelleau has read the letter which 
M. Clougt brought, and as he has sent me 
this reply, I think that something may be 
expected. 
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When I went to the house of M. Barthdlemy 
the Second, he said, ‘ As I had already heard, 
M. Lally treats all courteously and properly. 
But he said before the Council that he would 
not talk with us until Fort St. David and 
Madras had been captured. So something 
will happen — what we have still to see.’ Then 
I took leave of him and came homo. 

When I drove out in the evening, 21 guns 
were fired. I learnt by enquiry that the 
salute was fired on the landing of the com- 
mander of the eight ships which yesterday ‘ 
attacked the English and drove them away. 
In M. Lenoir’s time, ho is said to have come 
hero as the third in rank of a ship (the name 
of which I do not know). 

Sunday^ May 7 ? — I went to the Fort this 
morning and thence to the office in the floWer- 
garden. There I heard that, as, after hearing 
mass, M. Lally, the General, M. Soupire and 
M. Clouet were talking in the room upstairs, 
the former councillors waited talking below 
till ton o’clock. At noon I came homo. 

When I returned homo at seven after 
driving out in the evening, five or six majors * 
brought me M. Lally’s and M. Leyrit’s letters 

^ This must be a slip for April 29, the date of the naval aotion. 

* 2iiih Chittiraij Bahuddnya. 

” really was acc impanied by six officers of this rank. Their names 
are given in the Orme AfSS. {Various 52, pp. lO-ll) as follows: — 
Le Veu, Soubinet, Haussire Bassin, Aller, and Bousille. 
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about securing houses for them. I sent them 
with a chobdar, instructing the latter to take 
them to P41ayappa Mudali’s godown, whither 
they went accordingly. 

Afterwards I hoard the following news : — 
When d’Ache arrived, all paid their respects 
to him at the Fort. Since the ships arrived, 
the principal people, the soldiers and the 
business people have been brought ashore, 
as well as the chests of silver. M. d’Ache, 
having inspected the palankins in the Fort, 
ordered them to be sent to carry the wounded 
to the hospital. Some were wounded in the 
face, some had lost a hand or a leg, but all 
were removed to the hospital.* There are not 
many soldiers in the Fort, as a large number 
have taken the field ; and the Valud^vur gate 
has been ordered to bo closed. I hear that 
the gate stands closed accordingly. 

Tuesiday^ May 9 } — I heard this evening 
that six or seven English ships had been seen 
at sea" and that M. Soupire was setting out 
for Fort St. David. 


^ On the 18th d'Ach4 reported that he had 1,274 men in hospital 
(d*Ach6’s Lettres, p. 7). 

• 30th Chittirai, Bahudanya* 

^ A mixed council met this day to consider the news and resolved 
that the French fleet, being still unrepaired, could only anchor in 
shelter of the Pondichery guns, (d’ Ache's first Mimoire^ Pieces, p. 11). 
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Wednesday^ May 10 } — I went to the Port 
this morning. M. Leyrit, the Governor, who 
had gone alone to the Beach, at five o’clock 
called EAmachandra Ayyan and told him to 
send quickly for Pattanavars. When they 
came, sheep, fowls, bullocks, etc., were 
despatched to camp, and on the arrival of M. 
Barthelemy at seven, M. Leyrit left him, and 
after going with, two chobdars to inspect the 
carpenters’ shop, he went upstairs again at 
eight. I paid him my respects and waited. 

After finishing the business at the Beach, 
M. Barthelemy came with M. Delarche to visit 
M. Lally, the General. As the latter was in 
his room, they waited outside. Just then the 
commander of foot reached the Fort from 
Alambarai with 200 sepoys in marching 
order ; and M. Lally came out to watch them 
m his shirt-sleeves, cap and slippers and with 
his hands behind his back. M. Barthelemy, 
M. Delarche and the other Europeans saluted 
him, but he did not notice them and kept his 
hands as they were. When he turned round, 
they saluted him again ; at first he made no 
answer, but then after glancing at them, he 
took M. Barthelemy and M. Delarche in. It 
was then ten o’clock. They remained talking — 
of what I do not know — so I then went to the 
office in the fiower-garden. 


^ 3t$t Chittirai, Bahuddnya, 
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There I heard that Chand4 S&hib’s son had 
presented M. Lally, the General, with a 
palankin, a horse and a dress of honour worth 
10,000 rupees in the hope of obtaining Arcot. 

A chobdar came and said, ‘ The Governor 
says you have some Porto Novo cloth, which 
ho wants you to deliver to M. Abeille.* ’ I 
said that I had none to be delivered to M. 
Abeille, and that I knew nothing about it, but 
asked him to go with Kandal Guruvappa 
Chetti to ask M. Abeille about it. 

M. Loyrit wont this evening to the Beach 
to lade the ship in the harbour. 

Troopers and men are being sent daily into 
the country to seize cattle. 

Thursday, May 11 !^ — On my way to the 
Fort this morning, I hoard that M. Lally had 
last night joined the army attacking Fort St. 
David, so I went to the oiBco in the flower- 
garden whore I heard that M. Leyrit and the 
councillors had been in council since nine 
o’clock. I do not know what they discussed. 
Large quantities of Salem stuff and other 
things are being put on board a ship. There 
has been no fighting at Fort St. David ; 
but English ships are cruizing to and fro.* 

^ An engineer in the Company’s service. See vol. viii, p. 197 
supra. 

* 1st Vaigdsi^ Bahudduya. 

* Pocock was trying to work his way southwards against the wind 
and current. 
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M. Lally’s followers have not said anything 
about his intentions or the object of his visit, 
so nothing is known as to what will happen 
here. I came home at noon. 

I drove out in the evening and returned 
home at seven. 

Friday^ May 12 ? — At six o’clock this 
morning, I heard the following news The 
Daulatabad killn, 12 kos north of Aurangabad 
and containing the P&dshah’s treasury, is 
entered liy a passage but one stone brojid, so 
that both the former PA,dshah and Asaf J4h 
found it very difficult to capture. 8hS,h 
NawS-z Kh4n managed to secure it and posted 
his people there. M. Bussy, having conferred 
with ShAh Nawaz KhA,n, procured from him a 
letter to the commandant permitting him to 
visit it. Ho therefore sot out and having 
mounted the fort and seen the sights, seized 
those within, hoisted the white flag and 
removed the treasure consisting of a crore of 
rupees and women’s cloths, chests of precious 
stones, gold and silver vessels worth another 
crore — two crores in all M. Bussy, having 
removed all these, sent ten lakhs of rupees to 
Salabat Jang and wrote a letter announcing . 
this to M. Lally, the General.® Immediately 
M. Lally wrote a reply, asking M. Bussy to 


’ 8nd Vuigd»i, Bahttddnya. 


* Cf. Orme, ii, 345-346. 
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send the money, and he [M. Lally] is sending 
it by the Marquis de Conflans and M. Bazin 
with an escort. 

When I drove out last evening by the Fort, 
I met the Marquis de Conflans who is setting 
out on his Journey, and he took leave of me. 

I hear that a letter from Madras reached 
Fort St. David marked to be read by all the 
councillors but the Governor. The councillors 
having read it imprisoned the Governor and 
appointed one of themselves.^ They then 
dofled the French to attack and there has been 
sharp flghting since last night. A shot flred 
from the battery north-east of Cuddalore fell 
inside Fort St. David, whereon they raised 
a battery south of the river. 

M. Lally the General accompanied by 
M. Boyelleau arrived here at noon to-day from 
camp. 

Saturday, May IB? — M. le Comte de 
Montmorency and M. Clouet conferred in the 
small garden about [ ] . 

This morning I wont to the Fort and after 
paying my respects to the Governor went to 
the ofiice in the flower-garden. 


* This sounds like a travesty of the commandant Major Polier’s 
assuming control from the Deputy Governor, Alexander Wyheh. For 
a similar story of a later date see Leyrit to Lally, May 25, 1758 
(Leyrit’s Mhnoire^ p. 38). 

*. Jr/7 Bahmlehtya. 
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The nows of yesterday : — At twelve o’clock 
yesterday, M. Clouet’s man came and said that 
he had been sent by the Comte dc Mont- 
morency (who is one of the four masters of 
the Company’s directors and who has come 
out on behalf of the syndics) and M. Clouet to 
inform mo that they would visit me. ‘ Very 
good,’ I said, and told Chiranjivi App&vu to 
send chairs, etc., to the small garden and got 
other things ready there. Then I bathed^ ate 
and took a nap. Presently I was awakened and 
told that M. lo Comte de Montmorency and 
M. Clouet had arrived. As I was not dressed, 
I sent the men back to say that I would be 
present at the garden, and having sent Appfi,vu 
in advance, put on my gown and went to the 
garden at half -past four to pay them my 
respects. Being a nobleman ho ’ received mo 
with groat politeness and enquired after my 
health. I told him everything. M. Clouet 
said that M. Godoheu had foretold a great 
future for my two sons. The Comte de Mont- 
morency observed that that was true, that, 
though ho had heard in Europe of my fame 
and ability, on seeing me his opinion had 
been strengthened a hundredfold, and that he 
had heard in Europe of my efforts on behalf 


^ M. de Montmorency. 
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of the Company. ‘ All my labour has been 
vain,’ I replied. ‘ Why do you say that ? ’ he 
asked. ‘ You will have justice shortly.’ 

Afterwards fruit, sweets, attar, etc., were 
brought ; there was music, the candles were 
lit, and the time passed cheerfully. I then 
ordered cloths, rolls of silk, etc., to be brought 
and offered them. But they declined, saying, 
‘ This is our house and wo are all one, so gifts 
are needless.’ Thus they refused to take them 
in spite of my importunity, but only thanked 
me and took leave after eight o’olook. I then 
returned home. 

When a council was being held at the Fort 
this evening, the officers who are King’s 
people complained that their pay was 18 
months in arrears and that they would not 
march to fight until their arrears had boon 
paid. Thereon M. Lally ordered a palankin to 
take him to the washing-place, and came out ; 
but as his palankin was not ready, a six-horse 
carriage was brought. In anger at this he 
threatened to beat Kandappan and half a 
dozen times went down to the place where 
the palankins are kept and then went upstairs 
again, even threatening to have somebody 
hanged. When M. Leyrit’s palankin was 
brought, M. Lally struck it demanding why a 
merchant’s palankin had been brought. At 
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last his own palankin came and he got in and 
went to the washing-place. 

Sunday, May 14}— 1 went to M. Barthd- 
lomy’s this morning, but, as he was confined to 
the house and out of his usual spirits, I 
went to the office in the flower-garden. There 
I hoard that the Lieutenant-General M. Lally 
had appointed Appu Mudali his private 
dub^sh and ordered his chobdars and others 
to obey him. 

After discussing affairs at the council and 
despatching things on bullocks, in carts, by 
coolies and on elephants, M. Lally set out by 
palankin at five o’clock to join his army at 
Fort St. David with 30 or 40 troopers. No 
paddy, vegetables, etc., are coming into town. 
All the pack-bullocks are being seized and sent 
to carry things to the army, so none are avail- 
able, and rice and paddy are scarce. Men and 
women are being seized, so the country is 
alarmed. Moreover when the Lieutenant- 
General M. Lally came, and the Tamils visited 
him, he refused to see them, angrily saying he 
would shoot any who came and that he would 
only see those whom he sent for, and he 
ordered his pistols to be double-shotted and 
kept them by him^ I hear that ten months’ 


* 4th Vaigdai^ Bahudduya, 

* A remarkable illustration of what Orme calls ‘ the vivacity ’ of 
Lally's character. 
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pay, amounting to 17 lakhs, is owing to the 
soldiers and officers who have accompanied 
M. Lally, so the Europeans and others are very 
anxious to see what M. Lally will do about 
money, on his return after capturing Fort St. 
David. 

I drove out in the evening and returned 
home at seven. 

Moyiday, May 15 .^ — I heard this morning 
that our people had occupied the region north 
of Fort St. David comprising the Dutch factory 
and sandhills, and also [the English] entrench- 
ments on the south, and that fighting was 
still going on.^ 

I also heard that the troopers who went 
northwards had seized the bullocks of the 
Virar4ghavaswami temple at Tiruvalltir and 
other cattle. I came home at eleven o’clock, 
drove out in the evening, and returned home 
at seven. 

Tuesday, May 16.^— 1 went to the Fort this 
morning, but hearing that M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, had gone to the Fort gate to order 
Brahmans and others to carry the mortars for 
which M. Lally the General had. sent a camel- 


» 5th Vaitjimy Hahuddnya, 

® The news was premature. Cf. Onne, ii, 3(J8-3<)D. Wynch 
reported the loss of the out- works on the 17th (Letter of that date 
ap. Military Consultations, May 25, 1758;. 

* 6tk Vaiydsi, BakuddnyOt 
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messenger from Cuddalore, I waited in the 
office in the flower-garden. 1 heard that M. 
Leyrit had been busy in the hot sun till noon 
collecting men to carry throe cannon, promis- 
ing them two fanams each besides a present of 
fifty rupees if they arrived with the cannon 
by three o’clock. As even that did not secure 
men enough, ho ordered some sepoys to lay 
aside their muskets and carry the three cannon 
promising to pay them half a rupee oach.^ 

In the evening men wore impressed in 
every street, including the Brahman street. 

Wednesday^ May 17 ? — In my house to-day 
I heard the sound of guns which began firing 
at Fort St. David at half-past seven last 
night and continued till seven o’clock 
this morning, but I understand -that the fire 
must have been the enemies’ and not ours. 
Yesterday evening M. Lally divided his troops 
into throe parts, of which ho himself com- 
manded the first, M. Soupire, the second, and 
M. Law, M- Saubinet and others of the Com- 
pany’s service, the third. The Company’s 
troops attacked Chuckler’s Battery and M. 
Lally’s, the UppalavMi Battery. Light was 

^ On the previous day Lally had written demanding that three 
12-inch mortars should bo despatched by five o'clock on the 16th and 
threatening to inform the King and the Company of the little zeal 
displayed by the latter’s servants. (Lally to Leyrit, May 15, 1758, 
Mimoire pour Leyrit^ p. 9.) 

• lih Vaigdni^ Bahuddnya, 
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provided by tying torches (which were after- 
wards extinguished) to the horns of bullocks. 
M. Soupire’s troops appeared in large numbers 
in several places and carried off cattle. The 
Company’s troops who attacked and took the 
Chuckler’s Battery, slew 40 of the soldiers and 
sepoys found there, and captured 15 or 20 
soldiers and three or four officers trying to 
escape ; but many of our troops also perished. 
M. Aumont, M. Law, M. Saubinet and two 
Lorraine officers — five in all — who received 
bullet- wounds survived as the bullets passed 
through without striking a bone. M. Lally 
who attacked the UppalavMi Battery, cut off 
100 soldiers and 200 sepoys who had marched 
from Fort St. David to reinforce the troops 
posted in the Uppalavadi Battery and cut them 
to pieces, but a few escaped back to the fort. 
Our troops, then attacked the Uppalav&di 
Battery, killing 40 soldiers and 300 sepoys who 
were there, and capturing the battery though 
with the loss of many. Two batteries have 
thus been taken and it is said that there are 
only two more between our people and the 
fort.^ 

^ Orme describes these outworks, vol. ii. p. 807. Lally had wanted 
the mortsirs mentioned on page 1G5 unpra to cover his attack ; but the 
pieces sent had been spiked, and as in the hurry of their despatch 
the touch-holes had not been filed out, they could not be used. Lally 
gives the enemy's total loss as 40 Europeans and 200 sepoys, 
(MMnoirepour Lally ^ p. 41, etc,) 





168 


THE DIJBT Of 


■Mat 17, 


I also hear that in the plunder of the day 
before yesterday, 20,000 pagodas were seized 
in the house of an oil-monger from the north 
and between 5,000 and 10,000 pagodas in four 
or five other houses besides other booty. 

1 also hear that M. le Comte de Montmor- 
ency has been appointed in the place of 
M. Leyrit. 

Early this morning I heard that orders had 
been given not to seize Brahmans or bazaar- 
men. The council sat from five till seven in 
the evening. 

M. Boyelleau then sent a man to demand 
the money I owe him. I sent word back that 
he had as a pledge bales of coarse bluecloth 
which should not be sold at present owing to 
the troubles, but as soon as they were over, he 
might sell them himself, or I would sell them 
and pay him what I owed, and that therefore 
ho sliould be pleased to wait. As after the 
council had broken up, ho again demanded 
the money, I think that money affairs must 
have been discussed at the council and that 
all must have agi'eed to contribute.' 

I hear that orders have been given to take 
Europeans’ carts and bullocks for transport 
for the munitions that have to bo sent ; 


^ Ranga Pillai’s gneHS is very probable. On the 16th, 20,000 
rupees were sent to camp and on the 18th Chevreau was sent with a 
lakh (Leyrit to Lally, May 18, 1768. Mimoire pow Leyrit, p. 21.) 
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M. Law has returned wounded ; the officers 
captured in the batteries have been imprisoned 
in the Fort dungeon, and the soldiers in the 
godown by the Villiyanallur gate. 

The sound of firing at Fort St. David was 
heard from five this evening until midnight. 

Thursday, May 18 } — When I was at home 
this morning, a chobdar came at ten o’clock 
and said that M. Leyrit wanted me. I left at 
once, paid my respects to him, and stood 
waiting. Half an hour after, ho asked if I had 
come. Kandappa Mudali replied that I had 
come about an hour before. He then turned 
to me and said that the towns-people should 
bo ordered by beat of tom-tom to attend at the 
Beach this evening, under penalty for neglect 
of being tied to the Choultry posts and receiv- 
ing 50 stripes each, besides the sale of their 
houses by auction, and a fine of 50 pagodas. 
Agreeing, I came out and directed the Choultry- 
people to announce this order by beat of tom- 
tom. I then came home, and, after taking my 
food at two, went back to the Fort at three 
and visited the Governor who said that he was 
going to the Beach, and that I should go first. 
So I went and waited by the stone mantapam 
where the towns-people had assembled. 
Gannon, bombs, shot, powder-chests, planks. 


* 8th Vaigati, BdhndAnya. 
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bundles of leaves and other things were being 
laded on a ship and a sloop. Then the 
Governor came and I followed him to the 
Beach. He ordered me to tell all the people to 
carry bundles of leaves. I replied, ‘ No coolies 
or work-people have come here, for all have 
gone to camp. Here are only officials, writers, 
Chettis, merchants and Br^ilimans.’ — ‘ Then,’ 
said he, ‘ I will carry some and you should do 
the like.’ I replied that such a thing should 
only be done in an emergency. ‘ What else 
can bo done when there are no people ? ’ ho 
replied. I continued, ‘ In no Governor’s time 
has the town suffered so much as now. 
Surely people will desert the town, and this 
will bring infamy upon you. I toll you this 
as it is my duty to do so.’ He then said, ‘ Get 
200 people for the work and send the rest 
away.’ So I sent away the Brahmans and 
supplied 230 men from among the rest. The 
Governor sent for mo again and said, ‘ By 
sunrise to-morrow, you must supplj’^ 1,000 
men, or I will exact 10,000 pagodas from you.^* 
I replied, ‘ I see no one here, but I will do my 


^ Ce ii’a pas le moindre de mes oinb«arras,** wrote Leyrit, 
“ duraiit tout le siege que celui de fournir des gens de corvee. Arrives 
au camp, personne n’avait le soiii de lea garder, de los nourrir, et de 
les reiivoyer, de aorte qu'ila f uyaient toua dans les teires, sauf k moi k 
recommencer de nouvelles levies pleines de d^sagr^ments et de diffi- 
cult^s, et devenues quelquefois impossibles/’ {Mimoire pour Leyrit^ 
p36 note.) 
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best.’ Having come out, I sent for the 
Choultry-people and two of the chief people 
of each caste, whose signatures I obtained 
for the number each should supply, arrang- 
ing with them to provide 1,000 persons by 
to-night. I then came home. 

I heard afterwards that a lakh of rupees 
had been sent to-da}^ to M. Lally for the army 
expenses and that more would be sent. 

Friday, May 19 ^ — This morning I sent to 
the Fort the 300 men impressed last night, 
with orders that they were to bo sent to 
M. Lally. I then Avent to the Fort, and, 
having visited the Governor, wont to the 
office in the flower-garden. A chobdar came 
and told me that the Governor wanted me, 
so I went to the Fort and saw M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, and M. La SoUo in the sorting- 
godown. [The Governor^ asked why I had 
sent no men. I replied that I had sent 300. 
Ho answered that the men I had sent were 
those already in the Company’s employ, and 
that therefore they had gone to work under it. 
I answered that all the available men in the 
town had gone to the camp and that no more 
coolies wore available. M. La Sello said that 
there were still a few in the Brahman houses. 
I replied, ‘ There are not. All those who live 


‘ 0th VaigAni^ Bahuddnya, 
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here are working for the Company ;■ and 
those who came here to heg have gone, 
and those Br&hmans who still remain here are 
having their food cooked by their women.’ 
Then I sent for the Choultry -people, gave them 
the necessary orders, and came home at noon. 

At three o’clock the Governor sent for me 
again and asked why no coolies had been 
supplied. I replied, ‘ There are none ; those 
that have been sent are natives of this place, 
and those that go out do not return ; yet 70 men 
have just been sent.’ — ‘ I will levy fines,’ he 
replied.^ ‘You must collect what amount 
you please,’ I answered, and came home at 
seven. 

To-night I heard the following news : — 
Two men came out from Fort St. David with 
a white flag, to treat for peace with M. Laily, 
offering to surrender the tort and the Com- 
pany’s goods on condition of being allowed to 
depart with their arms and goods and money. 
M. Laily replied that any women there were 
might go without interference, but that the 
men must surrender the fort, lay down their 
arms, and march out under guard, for he 
would riot suffer them to march out like victors 
with their goods and weapons. After doing 
their utmost, the two returned to the fort.^ 


f No capitulation HcemA to have been proposed at so early a date. 
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A dkell fell in the fort the day before yester- 
day and demolished a house ; but two others 
which also fell in the fort dropped into 
the mud and another fell into a tank. There 
were in the fort about 40 llr4hmans and 
officials, 1,000 sepoys and guards, and 200 Euro- 
peans. Out of these 200 Europeans, 50 or 60 
have died, and there are only 150 Europeans 
and 103 Topasses.^ I hear that the above news 
has been reported by llangO Pandit’s man. 

No heavy firing was heard to-day. 1 gave 
presents of rupees to my peons and sent them 
out to impress men and bring them in. I 
summoned the ndttdrs of the several castes 
and repeated the orders to them. I also 
gave similar orders to the Nayiii&r and the 
Choultry-people. This is the news. 

Saturday^ May 20^— 1 sent to the Fort this 
morning the 120 men impressed by the peons 
I sent last night, and then went to the office 
in the flower-garden and stayed there till noon, 
giving orders to collect men. Till eleven 
o’clock I could hear the sound of the mortars 
firing at Fort St. David. I came homo at 
noon, had my food, drove out at five and 

* By a return of April I (cited ap. Military Consultatiofis, May 2, 
1758) the garrison consisted of 286 EuropeanH, 93 Topaeses, 1,300 
Sepoys, 83 Pensioners and 234 Lascars to whom were added the 
crews of the Bridgewaier and 2ViVo7t-*250 Europeans — run ashore on 
d’ Ache’s arrival. 

' loth Vaigatti^ Dahtulcuiya. 
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returned home at seven. As I have heard no 
renewal of the firing, I think that the negotia- 
tions of yesterday must be continuing to-day 
also. 

I hear that M. Lally, on learning yester- 
day that the people impressed by beat of 
tom-tom the day before were suffering greatly, 
wrote to M. Leyrit saying that only coolies 
sliould be seized, and the towns- people shouM 
not Ik) troubled. I also hear that Brfihmans, 
merchants, Chettis and others are leaving the 
town. 

Sunday, May 21}^Wh(m I wjis at homo 
this morning, I hoard that people had boon 
collected at the Choultry and sent, that men 
had boon posted at the Villiyanalldr gate to 
seize pooj>lo, that throe cannon had been sent 
to camp, and that, when M. Lally asked why 
troops were kept at Srirangam, he was told 
that they wore posted there as the sibbandia 
wore insufficient, on which M. Lally said that 
that was wrong, that Srirangam should be 
abandoned*, and that after examining a map of 
Srirangam which was shown to him, he ordered 
a letter to bo written to Nandi R^jAr saying 
that ho might take Srirangam on his paying 
what he owed the French. 


^ 11 th Vdiffdsi, Hahuddnya* 

* Beading ViinthuppddacholU for PUllihxipp6dachollu 
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It is said that only four or five shells have 
been fired by our people into Fort St. David, 
and no guns have been fired by the fort-people, 
that plenty of provisions have been sent to 
camp and that M, Lally is conducting the 
attack very carefully. 

Monday, May 22 } — When I was at home, an 
officer came to mo at ten o’clock and said that 
M. Guillard and others were saying that I 
was to bo continued in my appointment and 
allowed to possess the country. I replied that 
it was the nature of the people hero to spread 
such false rumours. 

M61ugiri Chotti came to mo at noon a.nd 
said that SavarirA,ya Pillai had gone into the 
Fort with all the account rolls which he had 
in his house. When I was pondering why he 
had done so, Mclugiri Chotti came back to me 
at six after making enquiries and said, ‘ After 
M. Cloufet had spoken with M. Loyrit at ton 
o’clock, the latter sent for M. Dosvaux and 
told him to bring the accounts. Savariraya 
Pillai took them accordingly. He was asked for 
how much the country had been leased to you 
and' what the balance of rent was ; he replied 
that ho would have to examine the accounts 
and that he would give an extract in four or 
five days ; he then took tho,accounts home.’ 


^ IZth Valgdsi^ BahuiMnya, 
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I also hear that M. ClouSt has been appoint- 
ed in place of M. Barth41emy, who was 
entrusted with the duty of paying the soldiers 
and foot, and that M. Barthdlemy has been 
confined to his house these two or three days, 

I heard this evening that three English 
ships had appeared for a short time in the 
offing ; when one of them was opposite Fort 
St. David, the flag was hoisted there, on 
which the captain of the English ship put out 
to sea. ^ 

Since four o’clock to-day, the sound of 
firing has been heard at Fort St. David ; there 
is no longer the same demand for men ; and 
shops are being opened again ; but nearly half 
the people of the town have gone away. This 
is the nows. 

Tuesdai/, May — When I was at home 

to-day, I hoard that M. Clou6t had received 
the management of the country, that the 
French were close to Fort St. David, and that 
people coming from the country, and coolies, 
were being sent with the things required for 
the army. 

Wednesday^ May 24 ? — When I was at 
home to-day, I heard the following news ; — 

^ She was an filnglish merchantman, and the Fort, having no 
boatmen to send out with a warning letter, fired shot at her. Orme, ii. 
310 . 

* Valgasi^ Bahuil&nya^ 

^ 14th Vaigdnu Bahuddnym* 
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M. Loyrit who went to the Beach at six o’clock 
stayed there till nine, ordering shot and other 
things to bo put on board a ship ; ho then 
returned to the Oouvernement and wont to 
his chamber. He did not como out till 
evening. M. Barthdlemy, the Second, has not 
loft his house for the last three days. M. La 
Sello alone is going about in the Fort and the 
rest are much depressed. The management 
of the country has boon given to M. Clouet 
who is to enter upon his duties after the 
end of Ani} M. Dosvaux is much dejected at 
being ordered to produce two years’ accounts. 
Savariraya Pillai, Wandiwash Tiruv^ngada 
Pillai, and Kandappa Mudali, after conferring 
have produced false accounts with the 
help of Nayinflthai (Kandappan’s younger 
brother) in the hope of getting the country 
management for Savarirtiyan through M. 
Clouet ; Papayya Pillai who keeps iiooplo with 
M. Soupiro in camp and is supplying him 
daily with mangoes by Appu Mudali, has been 
saying that ho will receive presents and the 
management of the country on the 22nd of 
this month.* M. Duploix’ jaghir is to bo 
resumed, so M. du Bausset and Poriyanna 
Mudali are very anxious. Some bullocks and 
horses were yesterday driven out of Fort Bt. 


* i^., Jnly 12. * > e., 22nd Vsig^si or June 1. 

. 23 
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David and when our men wont to seize them, 
the fort opened fire killing many. This and 
the resistance of Fort St. David have made M. 
Lally very anxious. M. Aumont who marched 
against Dovikottai with some troopers, soldiers 
and foot, has plundered Achalpuram ; and 
a body of Europeans and sepoys — 500 strong — 
from K&rikA-l is now encamped before 
Dovikottai. 400 or 500 of GMai lino’s horse 
are encamped near them, with the hope of 
securing their favour and preventing them 
from plundering his country. A few sliot 
have fallen in Fort St. David killing certain 
men. The Europeans have made much i)ro- 
gross with their sap. No firing has boon hoard 
to-day. 

Thursday^ May 25 } — ^Vtramaraja from Sri- 
rangam related to mo in my house the 
following nows : — M. Loyrit wrote hence 
recalling all the troops from Srirangam except 
200 men and Sakkarai Subban ; but when 
all were accordingly to depart, Sakkarai 
Subbayyan complained to the commandant 
that ho could not remain alone ; the comman- 
dant therefore allowed Sakkarai Subbayyan 
to accompany him from Srirangam leaving the 
200 men only. When ho was half-way hero, 
he hoard that the English at Trichinopoly 


* 15th VaigiUi^ Bahudtitya 
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fort had marched out and seized the countries 
in our possession, tying toranams there. The 
revenue from the Srirangam country was fixed 
at 1,70,000 rupees for this year, and by Ani 
only 30,000 rupees will have boon collected. 
The other countries will not produce even an 
ollock of paddy or other grain. In Nandi 
RAja’s time, the rent of the Srirangam country 
was eight lakhs: M. Flacourt then fixed it 
at five lakhs ; Kangipati Viraraghavii, Chetti 
took the lease for four lakhs ; and M. Lenoir’s 
rent is 1,70,000. 

I hoard that M. Loyrit was busy lading the 
ships with goods and despatching things 
to camp. 

Friday, May 26 } — This is the nows I hoard 
to-day when I was at homo : — After the 
French had quitted Srirangam, the English 
troops at Trichinopoly fort marched out, seized 
Srirangam, and carried away 12.5 guns, and a 
lakh of pagodas’ worth of powder, shot, and 
whatever else they could And. It is now said 
that Europeans will bo sent back there. I 
hear also that part of the forts of Chetpattu, 
Tiruvarangam, Kallakurichi, etc. places have 
been demolished and that the people there 
havo_dosortcd the forts. 


* IGth Vaig-Ui, Bahuddnya, 





180 


Tfl® PtART Of 


[May 26, 


M. Boyelleau sent word to me asking 
me to see him at the mint in order to discass 
the amount due from the Guntdr people S and 
I sent a reply saying that I would see him 
to-morrow. 

Firing at Fort St. David has been heard 
over since last night. Mon, sallying out of 
the fort last night for water*, attacked our 
entrenchments, and an artillery duel ensued, 
in which many were killed and wounded on 
both sides : palankins are being sent from 
here to bring in the wounded. 

Sunday, May 28 ? — I hoard to-night that 
council sat till one o’clock this afternoon and 
that M. ClouSt and M. Boyelleau sot out this 
evening to join M. Lally — why I do not know. 

I also hear the M. Lally has completed our 
works at the camp, and that on the third day 
from to-morrow the place will be carried by 
storm. 

Monday, May 29 ? — This morning I wont to 
the house of M. Barthelomy, the Second, who 
in the course of our conversation spoke to mo 
as follows : — ‘ A letter has been received from 
Europe saying that the management of the 
country has been given to M. Clouet, and 


^ i 6., QuntClr VeiikatAchala Chotti and his relatives. 

* Tlie best well in the Fort had been destroyeJ by a shell. 

• ISth Vaiffihi, Bahmhhtyat 
^ 19th Vaiytisi^ BahuiMnya. 
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that therefore the Governor and the councillors 
are not to interfere in it. M. Cloudt delivered 
this letter to the council. After it had been 
read, M. Leyrit told M. Clouet that ho must 
henceforth manage the country affairs and 
that the current accounts would bo given to 
him. M. Clou6t requested that two councillors 
might be entrusted with the management till 
ho was more conversant with country affairs. 
M. Leyrit replied that M. Gesvaux knew all 
about this part of the country, and M. Lenoir 
all about Srirangam, and that therefore M. 
Clouet ihight consult them. M. Clouet added 
that ho wanted an intelligent Tamil also. Tne 
other replied that ho might have DairiyanA,- 
than, the Choultry dubA-sh. M. Clouet agreed. 
Not caring to pass this by in silence and 
curious to see what answer would be given, 1 
asked why you should not bo summoned 
and questioned about the amount to be 
collected. No direct answer was giv(m to my 
question, but M. Leyrit said that ho would see 
about it and thus closed the conversation.’ 

I then asked him what should bo done 
about my affairs in view of what had taken 
place. M. Barthelomy replied, ‘ You have the 
letter you wrote to the council. Bring it and 
deliver it at a suitable time.’ I replied, ‘ If I 
do that, you must support my case, for I 
have none else.’ — ‘ I will speak about it,’ ho 
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replied, and asked what M. Boyelleaa had 
been saying. I informed him of what he had 
done yesterday and the day before and what 
he intended to do. M. Barthdlemy said that ho 
was wrong, but did not say much more, 
looking worried, as though anxious about 
something, remaining silent for some time, 
and at last saying that he could not make up 
Ms mind. Afterwards ho said, ‘ I hear that 
M. Lally wants a capable man to look after 
the country affairs.’ Wo conversed till nine 
o’clock ; afterwards I took leave and after 
going to the office in the flower-garden, came 
homo at noon, drove out in the evening and 
returned homo at eight. Considering the 
coolness with which M. Lally is managing 
affairs and the lack of funds, I do not think 
the Company can do anything, or that M. 
Lally will alter his conduct ; but I do not know 
what will liapx^on and the management affects 
mo with alarm. 

M. Clouet and M. Boyolloau who went to 
M. Lally yesterday, have not yet returned, 
nor have the works yet been completed. 

Tuesday^ May SO } — I went this morning to 
the house of M. Barth^lemy, the Second, who 
said that M. Clouet, who has been entrusted 
with the management of the country, could 


20ih Dahudlnya, 
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not do anything for a long time, as ho would 
bo complotely undor thoir influonco,* and 
dopondod on M. Dosvaux ; that to-day council 
had added nothing to what it had done 
yesterday ; that ho* was out of temper, and 
that my affairs had not boon discussed. Then 
I went to the office in the flower-garden. 

When I was talking there with SubbA, 
Jdsior, I hoard that in consequence of English 
ships being soon in the offing, a council had 
boon hold the day before yesterday at the 
■residence of M. d’Achd ®, who came in com- 
mand of the ton ships which accompanied M. 
Lally, to decide about attacking the English 
ships and Madras* ; that afterwards M. Clouet 
and M. Boyelleau who were sent to M. Lally 
for orders, had returned yesterday after 
conferring with him ; that M. Lally would 
arrive to-day and that an English shij) had 
boon soon out at sea besides the ton off 
Alambarai. I came homo at noon, drove out 
at five this evening and returned homo at 
half-past seven. 

When I was returning homo after my drive 
yesterday, a captain who has arrived by the 


^ i.e , the influence of Desvaux and Le Xoir. 

* Probably licyrit. 

* Mihwritten in the Madras Transcript as TuruvH. 

* A * mixed * council met on the 28th and resolved to send a deputa- 
tion to Lally asking for men to enable the squadron to encounter the 
English, (d' Ache’s first Afimoire, p. 15.) 
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ships gave me a letter from the captain of the 
soldiers imimsonod in the King’s garden^ in 
Europe. It says : - ‘ I have been your friend 
over since the first receipt of nows hero and 
have already supplied you with certain things. 
The bearer of this is a friend of mine, whom 
I have told of your valour in business, groat 
qualities, and everything else. Please help 
him in his affairs. If you want anything to 
bo done hero with the Company’s ministers 
or the King, please write to mo. I will toll 
them, help you in your affairs, and send you 
their answers.’ 

Wednesdai/, May 31 } — When I was at home 
this morning, a chobdar came and said that 
M. Lally had told him a dozen times to fetch 
Monsieur llanga Pillai. I sot out for the Port 
at once, and mot Kandappa Mudali, who said, 

‘ What sir ! M. Lally says, “ Call Loyrit.” Ho 
calls the Second and others by their more 
names and never Monsieur So and so. Ho hold 
a council yesterday from four o’clock to ten 
at night, pacified d’Acho, the ship’s com. 
mandor, and ordered him to collect ships and 
attack the English ships.® When ho was at 
table, ho said, “ Monsieur Banga Pillai, 

' HajdviHudatfa thottam, 1 do not recognise the allusion. 

* StM Bahuddnya, 

’ The resolution of this council was printed by d'Ach^ in his 
first M^moire, p. 16. D*Achd agreed to put to sea as soon as his 
crews were made up to 3,360 men. 
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Monsieur Ranga Pillai,” a dozen times. Then 
he went to sleep. Afterwards M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, was busy all last night lading the 
ships with things, staying sleepless at the 
harbour all night. M. Lally after rising at 
four, went down to the harbour to see the 
ships laded and said at six, “ Call Ranga 
Pillai,” a dozen times. He kept on mentioning 
you, but, as you did not turn up, ho got into 
his carriage ; before he went, ho mentioned 
you again and said that you must bo told to 
be sure to send him your elephant ’ After 
listening to him, I went to M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, at the Gouvernement and paid him 
my respects. He greeted mo politely to-day 
and said, ‘ M. Lally who never speaks of any- 
body as Monsieur So and so called you Monsieur 
Ranga Pillai ton or twenty times and ordered 
your elephant to be sent to him. So I sent a 
man to you ; send the big elephant without 
fail.’ I replied, ‘ That is all right ; the big 
elephant was tnast for some time and not 
well afterwards ; so I sent it to Villiyanallfir. 
But as soon as the chobdar came to me, I sent 
a man for it. I will send it to you at three 
o’clock when it is expected to arrive.’ — ‘ Very 
good,’ he said, and wont to lie down 
immediately, as he had had no sleep last night. 
I then went to the officci in the flower-garden 
24 
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and thence came home at noon. The elephant 
arrived at three o’clock, and I sent it to the 
Governor at four. Then I drove out and came 
home at seven. 
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Thursday^ June 1 } — I went to the office in 
the flower-garden this morning and came 
home at noon. 

I heard afterwards that the fleet had 
put to sea for action and that the English 
were drawing near it* and had fired on the 
Alambarai fort ; that a shell had struck and 
broken the flag-staff at Fort St. David ; that 
two shots had struck the first story of the 
fort, damaging it in two places, on which tho 
man in charge of tho fort had pulled down 
the first story, that fire from Cuddalore had 
destroyed the southern wall, and that our 
batteries would open fire to-morrow. 

Friday^ June 2 .^ — A report of the capture 
of Fort St. David. 

When I was in my office in tho flower- 
garden this morning, I heard that a sloop had 
come from Mascaroigne with news that eight 
ships had arrived from Europe and that they 
would be here in ten or fifteen days. I came 
home at noon. 


^ 22fid VaigdBi^ Bahuddnya, 

* D*Ach^ says that wishing to keep Poiidichery to leeward, he 
moved down to Fort St. David (First Mimoire, p. 28), i,e., away 
from Pocock. 

* 23Td Vaigdsh Bahuddnya, 
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When I awoke at four o’clock this evening, 
I heard the following : — One of the shots that 
struck Fort St. David the day before yesterday 
exploded the powder-magazine killing many ; 
there was no fresh but only brackish water in 
the fort, so at nine o’clock this morning, the 
white flag was hoisted on the fort and the keys 
were brought out under a white flag and 
delivered up with the fort ; they had 300 men 
in the fort. A letter has been received report- 
ing this, and M. Saubinet also brought the 
same news. M. Barthelemy and M. Boyelleau 
are going to Fort St. David. As no firing has 
boon heard since nine o’clock, I think the fort 
must have been captured.^ 

I hoar that catamaran-people have brought 
nows from K&rikal that twelve ships flying 
the white flag had been sighted. I drove out 
and came home at seven. 

Saturday^ June 3 .^ — I did not go to the 
Fort this morning. I hear that M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, sot out at four o’clock to meet 
M. Lori ® at Fort St. David. 

I then wont to the office in the flower-garden 
and, when there, heard that M. Boyelleau 
and others at Fort St. David were making 


^ The articles of capitulation are printed in Cambridge, The War 
in Jndia^ p. 128. 

■ 24th Vaigattl, Bahuddnya, 

• Presumably M. Lally. 
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lists of the goods found in the fort ; that 
the commandant of Fort St. David had been 
imprisoned and the rest made to sign paroles, 
and that M. Aumont had gone against 
Devikottai with 1,000 men and three ships. 
At noon I came homo, ate and lay down. 
Afterwards I heard that M. Lally was return- 
ing with his troops. So I got up and put on 
my gown. Hearing that Chiranjivi Appavu’s 
wife was in labour, I told G6pA.laswi\mi to 
remain at homo, but I myself sot out by the 
Villiyanallur Gate to meet M. Lally. Hearing 
that M. Guillard was also going, I first wont 
to his house ; but he had driven out already. 
As it had begun to rain, I waited till the rain 
was over, and then went and waited with 
M. Guillard beyond Melugiri Pandit’s Choul- 
try. Vinayaka Pillai came and reported that 
M. Lally was not coming, so M. Guillard 
returned homo, tolling mo to wait at Melugiri 
Pandit’s Choultry till eight o’clock. I did so 
and came home at nine, when Gopalaswami 
and SubbA, Josior told me that a second 
daughter had been bom to Chiranjivi Appavu 
at ten minutes after eight to-night in Dhanur' 
Lagna. This nows pleased mo much. 

Swiday, June 4 ? — At Melugiri Pandit’s 
Choultry this morning, I watched the people 


Sagittarius. 


* 2bih Vaiffdsi, Bahuddnya* 
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coining from camp with mortars, pillows, 
pestles of redwood, chairs and tables. 

Harkaras tell me that Savarir4ya Pillai 
has heard from camp that 60 lakhs’ worth of 
property has been got in Fort St. David, 
besides an elephant [jhul ?] set with precious 
stones, that two treasuries have still to be 
examined and that the spoil is great.^ M. Lally 
is expected every minute. I listened to all 
this news. 

After sunset a powder-box full of treasure 
was brought in a four-bullock cart, M. Leyrit 
coming behind. The bullocks drew the cart 
without effort, so I think the amount may be a 
lakh or a lakh and a half of rupees. When 
M. Leyrit approached the toll-gate, ho hoard 
the drums beating ; but when ho saw the 
loaded carts catching fire,* ho ordered the 
torches to be put out and told the men to go 
gently. He then proceeded without lights. 
When I arrived homo and enquired what 
treasure had boon brought, the Marquis, who 
is one of M. Jjally’s councillors and is dwelling 
by the church opposite my house, said that 
the pagodas and rupees, etc., would be worth 
a lakh and a half of rupees, and that no 


^ Lally says 100,000 ecus in money and as much in goods. 
(Mimoire, p. 53.) 

* Probably what caught fire was the tilt of the cart made of palm- 
leaf. 
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inventory had yet been taken of the other 
things, but an account of the treasure alone 
had been written and signed. The European 
at M. Delarcho’s garden estimates the value at 
1,25,000 rupees — a difference of 25,000 rupees. 

I hear that M. Lally set out for Devikottai 
with his troops yesterday afternoon after 
dinner, 

Monday^ June 5 } — When I was at home this 
morning, at eleven o’clock a chobdar came and 
reported that M. Loyrit, the Governor, wanted 
me, so I set out for the Fort, and visited 
M. Leyrit who said, ‘ The things sent to 
Cuddalore must bo brought back. Toll the 
Choultry-people and the Nayinar to collect 
coolies.’ I said that I would order the coolies 
in the town to be collected, and having taken 
leave, came homo. 

Afterwards I heard that a sloop had arrived 
from Fort St. David with Mr. Wynch, Governor 
of Fort St. David, and Mr, Slopor- the chief at 
Cuddalore and other councillors and officers — 
about 20 in all — ^who went upstair.s and took 
coffee, and after giving their signatures were 
sent to the lodgings arranged in the old 
Oouvemement. 

I drove out in the evening, and,' returning 
home at seven, ordered the Choultry-people 
and the Nayin&r to impress coolies. 


'I 26 th VaigtUi, Bahudanya. 

* Sdpar in the transcript. He was Sea and Land Customer. There 
was no separate chief of Cuddalore. 
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Wednesday, June 7 } — When I was at my 
office in the flower-garden, I was told that the 
Governor had ordered that this office should 
bo cleared for a slaughter-house for swine, and 
that coolies must bo got. I wrote in reply 
saying that coolies had boon collected, that 
orders had boon given for more, and that the 
office in the flower-garden could not be spared 
but a Chotti’s godown was available. 

Afterwards I hoard the following news : — 
M. Lally had sent troops against Palaiyam- 
kottai and Dovikottai, but himself had returned 
to Manjakuppam after accompanying them 
as far as Chidambaram. The Muhammadan 
woman at Palaiyamkottai had fled to the Udai- 
yar’s jungles, so the white flag was hoisted 
there. The Englishman at Dovikottai hearing 
of their movement sent up the keys and fled 
with the other Englishmen ; so the white 
flag was hoisted at Dovikottai also. After the 
English had delivered over the fort of Devikot- 
tai to the Tondiman and reached Trichinopoly, 
the Tondiman treated with the French 
guards there Avho then came out and hoisted 
the white flag. The English at the fort of 
Arcot having gone to Madras, the French at 
Tiruvannamalai marched to Arcot and hoisted 
the white flag. Thus the people of Madras are 


^ 2Sth Vaigdsi^ Bahuddnya, 
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in a great panic. The agents of the of 
Tan j ore and of Tondim&n the Maravan are 
awaiting M. Lally who is expected to arrive at 
Pondichory this evening ; tdranams have been 
tied, plantain trees with coconut leaves erected, 
water sprinkled, and korai spread from the 
Bound-hedge to the Fort. Setting out at five 
o’clock, I went as far as the Bound-hedge 
and waited at Mdlugiri Pandit’s Choultry till 
eight, but, learning that M. Lally was not 
coming to-day, I came homo. 

Thursday, June 8 .^ — I stayed at homo 
to-day, and, at one o’clock, Kandappa Mudali 
(dub^sh of M. Loyrit, the Governor) came and 
said that I was wanted, adding, ‘ M. Lally the 
General is to arrive at Pondichory to-morrow 
evening, so I have been asked to toll you to 
assemble the mahdndttdrs, merchants, officials 
and others and tell them to be ready to- 
morrow evening with nazars for M. Lally as 
on Now Year’s Day.’ I sent peons for them 
accordingly and they arrived about six. 
Taking the list of New Year’s presents, I gave 
it to KandM Guruvappa Chotti and told him 
to go with BajagdpMa Nayakkan and toll the 
tnahdndttdrs and the people of the out- villages 
to be ready. I myself told the officials, mer- 
chants, etc., to bo ready and instructed them 


25 


' 29th Vaigd9if Bdhuddnya. 
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as well as the mahdndttdrs to be in waiting 
at Mdlugiri Pandit’s Choultry to-morrow 
morning. I also told the NayinSir to be ready, 
and ordered men, camels, flags, the naubat, 
standards, music, dancing -girls, songsters, high 
and low, rich and poor, to remain there, and 
warned them that- whoever failed to obey 
the order, would bo punished and imprisoned 
in the Choultry, M: Leyrit, the Governor, 
went to AriyAnkuppam at four o’clock in order 
to feast M. Lally on his arrival to-morrow and 
escort him in the evening, having arranged 
that I with others should receive him at the 
Bound-hedge and accompany him, that four 
councillors should receive him at the Villiya- 
nallflr Gate and that water should be sprinkled 
on the roads, toranarm tied, plantain trees with 
coconut leaves erected, kdrai spread, all houses 
illuminated and decorations put up.‘ 

Friday^ June 9 ? — The return of M. Lally 
after taking Fort St. David : — As M. Lally 
was returning victorious, preparations were 
going forward from early morning to three 
o’clock to-day ; the officials, vakils, mer- 
chants, mahdndttdrs and various people from 
the bound •villages and Villiyanallflr were 


^ Most of these details seem to have been directed by Lally himself. 
See his letter to Leyrit, June 5, 1758, ap. Mhnoire pour Leyrii^ 
p. 55 

* 30ih VaigdMi^ Bahuddnya. 
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told of Ms coming ; those who could not give 
nassars were supplied with rolls of silk, 
dresses of honour, pieces of cloth, pagodas 
and rupees ; the naubat^ standards, music 
and dancing-girls, elephants and camels, flags 
and other marks of honour were ordered 
to be brought ; I set out with all marks of 
honour with Chiranjivi AppS,vu, Ann4sw4mi 
and Ayy4sw&mi to receive M. Lally by the 
Bound-hedge. We saw him leaving Ariy&n- 
kuppam in a carriage at four o’clock after 
dining there, and a salute of 21 guns was fired. 
At five arrived 200 troopers marcMng before 
M. Lally with drawn swords. Soldiers and 
guards came boating the tambour and joined 
those that went from here. All were newly 
dressed and marched both before and behind 
him with great joy, I advanced with all 
marks of honour, and, descending from my 
palankin, approached Mm with Chiranjivi 
Ann&sw&mi, Ayyaswjlmi and App&vu. On 
seeing me, M. Lally General Avargal got out of 
Ms carriage very joyfully. I garlanded Mm 
with gold and silver garlands wMch added 
to Ms lustre, gave him a bouquet, and presented 
him with a diamond ring worth 150 pagodas ; 
CMranjivi Ann4swami, Ayy^isw4mi and 
Appkvu gave 30 pagodas each — 90 pagodas in 
all. Thus we paid our respects. He accepted 
the presents very joyfully and thanked me. 
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He then told me to get into my palankin and 
precede him while he mounted his horse. I, 
Chiranjivi Ann&swA-mi, Ayy&sw&mi and 
App&vu accordingly went in advance in palan- 
kin and on horseback. In front of us went 
people with music and dancing-girls, flags, 
standards and other marks of honour. Behind 
us came troopers with drawn swords ; next 
to these came the General on horseback ; then 
came officers and gentlemen, and lastly the 
naubat was carried. Toranams had been tied 
in every street ; plantain trees and coconut 
branches had been erected ; water sprinkled ; 
kdrai spread and other decorations made from 
the Bound-hedge to the town. M. Lally, as he 
came, observed all these decorations. When 
he entered the gate, a salute of 21 guns was 
fired, and then four councillors received him. 
As he passed by the mint, M. Loyrit, the 
Governor, M. Barthffiemy and the other coun- 
cillors escorted him to the Capuchins’ church, 
where massrwas heard, a salute of 21 guns fired, 
followed by another when he entered the Fort. 
M. Lally General Avargal then went upstairs 
where he put off his dross and took tea. 
M. Leyrit, the Governor, stood on one side, and 
M. Soupire on the other of the entrance, and 
Europeans and padres went in and communi- 
cated news to him while the European ladies 
and gentlemen stood outside, and the TamBs, 
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officials, merchants, mahdndttdrs and others 
waited downstairs ; but I was upstairs. 
M. Leyrit brought the padres and Dairiya- 
n&than upstairs, but sent them away again 
as the time was inopportune. M. Leyrit 
at last said that the visitors should return 
to-morrow morning, so I came out and 
repeated the order, and came home with 
Chiraujivi Ann4sw4mi, Ayyaswami and 
Appava. When I welcomed M. Lally near 
the Bound-hedge, the Comte de Montmorency 
and others of the King’s people were also 
present. Montmorency said, ‘ This is Eangap- 
pan, the Company’s courtier ; ’ and when I 
ofEerod the nazars, M. Soupire said, ‘ This is the 
practice here, so pleaso take them. He is a 
great man about whom i will speak to you in 
detail later. ’ All the houses in the town wore 
illuminated at night. M. Leyrit presented 
M. Lally with a fine turra worth about 500 
pagodas. At ton o’clock at night Raz5, Sahib 
and ’ Ali Naqi S&hib visited him with 100 gold 
mohurs. When they had salaamed and given 
tJi 0 ir nazars, they came out, and this is all that 
happened. Then P 5 ,payya Pillai and his son 
were introduced to him by an Armenian and 
ofiEered 21 mohurs, whereon M. Lally said that 
he should be set free.^ He then presented 


* He had remained under confinement aince Godeheu's time. 
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M. Leyrit with five mohurs and the latter dis- 
missed him, saying that he must behave better 
in future. He then gave seven mohurs to the 
Armenian who had arranged for the visit, and 
having thanked him wont home. 

Saturday^ June Nows of the mahdndt- 
tdrs' and others’ visits of compliment to 
M. Lally on his capture of Fort St. David. 

I stayed in the office in the flower-garden 
till half-past nine to-day in order to arrange for 
the mahdndttdrs' visit to M. Lall\" the General. 
I sent men to the merchants, the mahdtidttdrs^ 
monigars and others, high and low, rich and 
poor, provided music and dancing-girls, gave 
pagodas and cloth to those who had not 
given the customary nazars,* and had not. 
pagodas or cloth to give, and sent men to the 
Fort to find out what M. Lally the General 
was doing. They returned, saying that he was 
still asleep, as ho had been kept up last night 
by the ball and other entertainments. In- 
structing AppS.vu to remain with [the persons 
assembled], I wont to the Fort and saw 
M. Leyrit, but he was too busy going to and 
fro even to ask if the mahdndttdrs had come. 
Then padres came with Chinna Mudali, Dairi- 
yan&than and other Christians whom they 
wished to introduce to M. Lally ; but they had 


^ 31 Vaigdsi, Bahuddnya, 

* t.e., on the occasion of Lally'a ‘ public * entry the day before. 
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to wait upstairs. Wlien M. Lally awoke, he 
was told that the padr6s were waiting with 
some Christians to see him, but he replied that 
they might come back at four o’clock, so the 
padr4s and the others departed. Afterwards 
I told a man with M. Lally the General that 
the mahdndttdrs had come and that it would 
be very difficult to assemble them again if they 
were sent away without seeing M. Lally then. 
He told M. Lally of what I had said, and 
obtained the necessary orders which he com- 
municated to M. Leyrit who, in turn, communi- 
cated them to me. Immediately I sent a man 
to toll Chiranjivi Appavu to bring them. 
When all had come upstairs, I went in advance, 
gave a nazar of 200 pagodas, and then presen- 
ted the officials, mahandltdrs and merchants 
one by one. I have a list of the nazars given 
and write the details below : — 

SavariiAyan gave a nazar of 1,000 pagodas 
for the country management ; 

100 pagodas wore given for Villiyanalldr ; 
100 pagodas for M. Dupleix’ jaghir 
a Muhamudi dross of honour worth 300 
rupees by Bh4ji B&o’s vakil ; 

42 pagodas by two of Najib-ul-lah Kh&n’s 
vakils, 21 pagodas each ; 

21 pagodas by Mahf uz Khan’s vakil ; and 






200 


TBS DlASr or 


[June 10, 


11 pagodas by ’Abd-ul-waMb Kb&n’s 
vakil. 

When these had offered their nazars and 
received pan supdri and rosewater, I asked that 
those who were in prison should be released 
to gratify the mahdndttdrs and others. 
M. Dosvaux said there was no need to release 
every one. ‘ Why ? ’ I replied. ‘ Did not 
M. Dupleix release every one when Madras 
was captured ? so now all should bo released. ’ 
Thereon the General Avargal ordered the 
release of all at the Nayin4r’s house and the 
Choultry except the Pariah who had been 
imprisoned for murdering a man at Bunder. 
Taking advantage of his good humour, I gave 
him my address of congratulation. He was 
highly pleased with it, thanked mo thrice, 
and asked if I knew French. ‘ Yes, ’ I replied. 

‘ Good,’ ho said, and permitted me to go home, 
so I came home accompanied by all with 
music. I then distributed pd7i supdri and 
dismissed them. 

Afterwards I heard the following news .* — 
Baz3< S^hib (Chanda S&hib’s son) was taken by 
M. Loyrit to visit [M. Lally] at ton o’clock last 
night when the General Avargal was lying 
on his cot. When Baza S&hib and ’Alt Naqi 
S&hib stood salaaming before him, M. Leyrit 
rose and said that he did so to show them 
respect. They then gave him a pendant and 



1768] 


AsAITDA nJMQA PILLAI 


201 


turra. Afterwards M. Lally dismissed them^ 
still standing, with words of compliment- 
When they had gone, ^Pfepayya Pillai visited 
him with his son, giving him 11 mohurs as a 
nazar, whereon orders wore given for his 
release. Papayya Pillai then gave M. Sonpiro, 
M. Lcyrit and M. St. Paul five mohurs each 
and wont home. I hoar that he went out of 
the Fort to-day, bathed, and returned, and that 
Paza SA-hib distributed sugar in the streets at 
noon in honour of the capture of Port St. David. 

List of the mahannttdrs who visited MahS.- 


lAja Pfijasri M. Lally Avargal ; 

The Nayinar 

The Vellalas ... 

The Chottis 
The Koimittis 
The painters 
The Kaikkolars ••• 

The Kaikkolars of Muttiyal])ett;ii 
The washermen ... 


21 star pai^odas 
11 star pagodas 
1(> star pagodas 
11 star pagodas 
4 star pagodas 
10 star pagodas 
(J star pagodas 
;>0 rupees 


The carpenters and blacksmiths 
The goldsmiths ••• 

The Vaniyars 

The brass-smiths • • • 

The betel-leaf sellers 
The Shanars 

The renters of Olukarai-* 

The renters of the Bound- villages. 
The Ariydnkuppam renters 
Raman ji Chetti, renter of Villi ya- 
nalldr 

The Company’s new merchants 

26 ‘ 


rupees 
40 rupees 
21 rupees 
40 rupees 
11 rupees 
I.') rupees 
21 rupees 
21 star pagodas 
8 star pagodas 

100 star pagodas 
100 star pagodas 
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The Company’s old merchants 
Mpu R4o of the tobacco-godown 

The ^rikal merchants 

The coral merchants 

Sungu S^shS.chala Chetti 
Sulatu VenkatSchala Chetti 
The Agamudaiyans 

The indigo-merchants 

The pressing-people 

The potters 
The cloth-merchants 
The Colombo arrack renters 
Periyanna of M. Dnpleix’ jaghir. 
Savarirasa Pillai and others of 
the country management 


11 star pagodas 
21 star pagodas 
11 star pagodas 
7 star pagodas 
21 star pagodas 
II star pagodas 
11 star pagodas 
20 rupees 
20 rupees 
20 rupees 
15 rupees 
15 star pagodas 

100 star pagodas 

1,000 star pagodas 


Periyanna Mudali and others of 
Chetpattu and TiruvannA- 
malai 

Chinna Mudali ... 

The liquor-godown people 
The shroffs 

The grocers 

’ Abd-nl-wahab Khan’s vakil ••• 

Malifuz Khan’s vakil 

Momri Itao’s vakil 


KM) star pagodas 
11 star pagodas 
21 star pagodas 
11 star pagodas 

10 star pagodas 

11 pagodas 
11 pagodas 

II rupees and 21 
pagodas 


Two of Najil)-ul-lah Khan’s 

people at 21 pagotlas each ... 42 pagodas 

Bhciji Rao’s vakil a Mtthainndi 
dress of honour worth ••• 300 rupees 
Koneri Nayakkan, the Tnraiyilr 
vakil ... ••• ••• '"t ^ 

Mysore vakil Venkatanaraya- 

nappa Ayyan ... ••• •••[ 1 



1758] 


ANAm>A RANOA PXUiAl 


203 


B&pu Rao of the mint ... ...[ ... ] 

Yachama Nayakkan’s vakil ...[ ... J 

Monday, June 12 } — Particulars of Chaiid4 
S41iib’s son’s visit to tho Governor and 
M. Montmorency’s conversation in the great 
garden. 

I went to the Fort this morning and thence 
to the office in the flower-garden and remained 
there. Being told that M. Loyrit wanted mo, 
I wont to tho Fort. I was asked why I had 
not given up tho office in tho flower-garden as 
a slaughter-house for swiiic. I replied, 

‘ M. Lenoir was pleased to give me the office so 
that I might be near at hand and attend on 
him often. When I have finished business 
with you, I go and remain there ; if you do 
not wish me to continue to do so, I will give 
it up. Tho European who lives on the east 
side desires to get this office ; and, when I 
showed him a fine place on the Beach with a 
grocer’s shop and a house, he did not approve 
of it, but wanted the office instead. He thus 
has his eye on this office. If you agree with 
him, very good. ’ Ho answered, ‘ As you use it, 
you need not give it up. I will speak to 
M. Comet about it. ’ 

Afterwards Baz4 S4hib (Chand4 S4hib’s 
son) and *Ali Naqi S4hib presented a palankin 


^ ind Ani, BahudAnya. 
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fitted with studs, clasps, etc., of silver-gilt and 
worked in lace, besides a horse and three 
dresses of honour. The killedar of 84tghar, 
Taqi Sahib, and Muhammad ’Ali Kh&n of 
Polhr sent each a horse and three dresses of 
honour. In all were given 12 dresses of honour, 
four horses, and a palankin. M. Lally, the 
Lieutenant-General, inspected the palankin 
and dresses of honour, and, after seeing the 
horses run, ordered a salute of 19 guns to be 
fired and pan supdri to be distributed. When 
these had been dismissed, P^payya Pillai who 
was waiting upstairs asked humbly and with 
compliments in the presence of KandA<l 
Guruvappa Chetti if ho might come to my 
house to-morrow. 1 agreed, and, having 
dismissed them, came home at noon, ate, and at 
five went to the great garden. I had already 
sent Chiranjivi App&vu there at two o’clock. 
I received the Comte de Montmorency, the 
Marhchal do La Fairo* and Major-General 
M, PumeF who came at four o’clock, and 
after entertaining them with a nautch, and 
after they had eaten, I had a talk with the 
Comte de Montmorency who said, ‘ No money 
is to be had here ; nor are there men enough' ; 
so M. Lally is going to send me back to Europe. 

^ He wa« not, of course, Marshal, \mi Cher alier and Colonel of 
Cavalry. He may have held acting rank as MarSehal de eanip. 

> AlH in the Madras transcript, fie was Lally*s Quarter •mas te'' 
General. 
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I. shall go in a month and return with money 
and men after reporting everything to the 
ministers.’ — ‘That, is good,’ I replied, ‘for 
money must be brought hero from Europe 
whenever there is want of it here.’ 

He then said, ‘ As ChandA, SA>hib’s son is 
the NawA,b of Arcot, is M. Lally right in 
showing him [so little] respect as he did ? ’ I 
replied, ‘ When the Moghuls wore in power 
they were Nawabs, so salutes wore rightly 
tired in their honour. Afterwards M. Duploix 
boat all the Moghuls, and Hidayat Muhi-ud-din 
KhA>n declared in writing that M. Dupleix was 
the NawA.b of the seven subahs.^ Thereafter 
the NawA-bs of Arcot, Cuddapah, Kandanur, 
etc. places gave nazars to M. Duploix and 
salaamed to him at a distance of respect. But 
M. Godeheu neglected the honour thus secured 
and ordered salutes to be tired, and M. Loyrit 
did the same. M. Lally is not like them ; he 
is Lieutenant-General, so they must stand at a 
distance with folded arms.’ — ‘ Has ho much 
wealth ? ’ he asked. ‘ Large wealth,’ I replied. 
‘ He can give 30 or 40 lakhs if asked.* ’ — ‘ Then 
1 must ask him,’ ho answered. After talking 
thus, they departed at ten o’clock. 1 too then 
came home. 


^ Sc, ‘ of the Deccan.’ 

* Indian Princes, even when long dispossessed of power, seem to 
have been generally credited with great wealth, by their fellow- 
countrymen as well as by Europeans. 
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At sunrise this morning Kanda Pillai came 
to my house from Mdlugiri Pandit’s Choultry. 

I hear that the treasure at Daulatabad has 
been divided equally among M. Bussy, the 
Company, Salabat Jang and another (whose 
name I do not know), that Haidar Jang who 
was with M. Bussy has been killed by Sh4h 
Naw^z Kh&n along with his wife and children^ 
on learning which M. Bussy killed Shd,h 
Nawaz Kh3,n, his wife and children and 
fearing therefore that the Muhammadans 
would kill him, M. Bussy has written saying 
that he will return here. It is also said that 
M. Azam*, a Frenchman, and 50 soldiers at 
Ganjam have been killed by the poligar there. 

Wcdnesdaif^ Jane 14 .^ — Mysore Venkata- 
nA.ranappa Ayyan visited M. Lally the General, 
and Chand4 S4hib’s son gave presents to 
M. Leyrit, M. Desvaux, M. Delarche and others. 

As I was unwell, I did not go out this 
morning, but stayed at homo. I went out at 
five o’clock in the evening and ieturned home 
at seven. 

Afterwards I heard that Savarir4yan, 
Tandavaraya Pillai and many others in the 


‘ Haidar Jang was killed in Niz4m ’ Alt's darbdr ; Bussy resolved 
at once to seize and imprison Shdh Nawaz KhA,n ; and the latter was 
killed in resisting. See Orme, ii, 348-34;^. 

* Bugsy's third Mimoire (p. 60) states that he had been appoint- 
ed Tresori4»r at Chicacole, where he was murdered. 

4tk Anit Bakuddnya* 
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town attended Muttu MallA, Reddi’s son’s 
marriage. P4payya Pillai is said to have 
visited Periyanna Mudali and taken him to 
M, Desvaux ’ house ; and Param^nanda Pillai 
went to M. Mainville’s house and told him 
people were saying that PA-payya Pillai would 
be given the country management, but 
M. Mainville replied that nothing could bo 
done here contrary to what had been ordered 
by the King in Europe, namely, that both old 
and new countries should bo under ‘ Monsieur 
Rangappan, ’ that I was to bo present in 
council when affairs were 'discussed, that a 
jaghir was to be given to ChandA, SAhib’s 
son, but that no one else was to have a 
hand in anything, and that PApayya Pillai 
had boon released at the request of M. Duploix 
at the time of his departure. 

I also hear that, when our ships appeared 
off Negapatam, the people there fled in pfiiiic, 
that Sakkulu NAyakkan' has removed his 
money, and that the people of Conjeevoram arc 
deserting the place. 

I also hear that the day before yesterday 
Mysore VenkatanAranappa Ayyan presented 
M. Lally the General Avargal (through the 
Superior of the St. Paul’s church and M. Main- 
ville) with a Tcarchuby^ dress of honour worth 


* A former minister of I'anjore. Cf . ix. 350 and n. Mtpra, 
^ 'E}mbroidered, 
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600 rupees which he got from Paramd.nanda 
Pillai, but it is really worth only 400 rupees ; 
and he also got Param&nanda Pillai three 
dresses of honour which he gave to M. Main- 
ville, the St. Paul Monsieur^, and ParamA-nanda 
Pillai himself. I hear that Appu Mudali was 
saying that on the occasion of this visit M. 
Lally the General Avargal got 1,965 pagodas. 

I also hear that Chanda Sahib’s son gave to 
M. Lcyrit a dross of honour worth 1,000 rupees, 
to M. Desvaux one worked with gold worth 
,300 ruiiees, to the St. Paul Monsieur another 
and to M. Delarche a dress of honour and a 
jewel. 

I heard the following news: — Tlie night 
before last the Padr6 who came with M. Lally 
Avargal visited him, first alone and then with 
the Second of Fort St. David ; but when M. 
Lally saw him the second time, ho shouted at 
him angrily, and, seizing him by the neck, 
pushed him out up the steps, because the Gov- 
ernor of Fort St. David had not already sent 
the Second to Madras. M. Leyrit who was in 
his room laughed to see the Padre pushed out. 
When the Superior of the St. Paul’s Church 
was talking with M. Lally yesterday evening, 
the latter grow angry and dismissed him with 
loud words, so that the former returned to St. 
Paul’s church with dejected looks. 

^ Probably P^re La vaur, who gave Lally such bad advice a little, 
later. 
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The Europeans who came last night were 
saying that a great man would be Imprisoned 
in two or three days. I do not know whom 
they meant. 

At nine o’clock this morning, M. Lally 
Avargal and the councillors held a council till 
half-past eleven. I hear that for the last two 
days M. Lally has boon so angry about money 
that no Europeans or Tamils could go upstairs. 
As P&v^dai Nayakkan of K^rikal had 
murdered a Brithman and a woman at Tiru- 
v41ur, the RajA ordered the culprit to be blown 
from the cannon’s mouth. Negotiations are 
therefore going on with the Chief of KA.rik41 
through Sinappayyan who is at a garden there 
with a lakh of gold pieces. The Chief of K4ri- 
k&l has been given 2,000 mohurs, Sinappayyan 
4,000 rupees and Nainiyappa Mudali and 
Kulandaiyappa Mudali, 2,000 rupees each. I 
also hear that Pavadai Nayakkan is worth five 
or six lakhs.' 

Thursday, June IS? — M. Lally the Lieu- 
tenant [General] Avargal ordered to-day that 
no one on business should go upstairs until 
sent for. Ho has been impatiently consulting 
M. Leyrit, the Governor, and others about the 
provision of money, food, etc., for the attack of 
Madras. As the ship from Mascarcigne is about 

* For Pavadai *s earlier career see 5x, 359 mjn'Q, 

* Sik Ani^ Bahudant/a, 

27 
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to sail for Europe, he is busy writing letters 
and getting things ready, so I stayed at home 
ready to go if sent for. 

I hear that Vin&yaka Pillai gave him^ a 
nazar of 50 pagodas, his two sons 20 pagodas, 
Kuppaya Pillai his brother-in-law, Periya Para- 
surd.ma Pillai and two others (whose names 
I do not know) 10 pagodas each — 100 pagodas 
in all. 

Our ships chased an English ship and a 
sloop which had put in at Negapatam and 
captured the sloop which was brought here 
this evening laded with sugar and rice. 

Friday, June 16.^ — To-day’s news is as fol- 
lows : — Krishna EA,o, who is on the English 
side, appeared with 2,000 foot at Sankar4puram 
whore he seized Mah^ddva Ayyan’s son-in daw, 
killed many, and caused disturbances in Tiru- 
vannA,malai and Chetpattu ; 500 Europeans 
have marched from hero, but I do not know 
whither they are going. M. Aumont has 
marched to Wandiwash with 300 Europeans 
and foot. A chobdar with harkaras arrived 
this evening from Madras with letters for M. 
Lally. 

Saturday, June 17 ? — When I was at home 
to-day, I heard that the sentinel posted at 
M. Barthdlemy’s house had been transferred to 
M. Clouet’s house, as the latter disburses pay to 


• M. Lally. 


0th ^ni, Bahuddnya. 


7th Am, Bahuddnya. 
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Europeans and others ; and that ten of the 
vessels sent to Fort St. David after its capture 
and thence to Negapatam to the southward, 
had reached the roads at three o’clock to-day. 

At ten o’clock to-night I was astonished to 
learn that the European in charge of the casks' 
had gone to my office in the flower-garden with 
another European and ten sepoys, broken in 
the door, entered the house by force and posted 
guards there. When this house was built by 
M. Lenoir and M. Dumas, I owned land there 
on which several persons were living in huts. 
Ho® allowed me the use of the house and land 
whenever I wont there ; and I and several others 
received compensation for the site and the huts 
erected there. In those days, the town throve 
under such protection. After him, M. Dumas 
and M. Dupleix continued with due regard to 
justice ; but now men seize others’ houses, and 
none questions them. When I spoke to M. 
Leyrit, the Governor, about this house a Week 
ago, he said, ‘If you will point out a different 
site, you need not leave this ; I will tell M. 
Comet about it.’ But now though I have por- 
celain cups* and other goods there worth about 

^ The phrase— -Pi/i/K?/ Vellaikkiirafi — is ambiguous and may give 
either this me«aiiing or the tun-bellied European/ In the version 
adopted in the text, the * casks ’ would, I suppose, allude to casks for 
pickled pork, as the place was wanted for slaughtering swine. 

* i.s., M. Lenoir. 

* It may be remembered that Ratiga Pillai had occasionally offered 
tea to his European visitors there. 
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3,000 rupees, yet they have taken possession by 
force. 

Sunday, Jurw 18 .^ — When I was in my house 
this morning, the European, M. Clegg^ brought 
a petition *for me to deliver to council about 
the office in the flower-garden. I read and 
signed it and then sent it to M. Barth^lemy 
who, when he had read it, sent for me. Just 
then the European in charge of the casks, who 
last night seized the office, sent word desiring 
me to cut down the tamarinds, plantains, 
pomegranates and other flowering trees and 
remove them along with whatever else I had 
there. I sent a reply saying that there was 
nothing left for me to remove since he had 
entered by force, cutting down and removing 
everything, and that he might do what he 
pleased. 

•Afterwards I heard the following news : — 
M. Mallet* has returned from Vellore to 
Wandiwash, M. Lakkipadi* has taken posses- 
sion of Tiruvattiyflr and is now there, and 
M. Aumont is at Wandiwash. One thousand 

» Sth Ant, lBahii(lwii/a.] 

* I remember to have seen a reference (which I cannot verify) to a 
man of this name who was a watch-maker at Pondichery. He appears 
in 1752 as attesting a copy of the parole given by two English 
officers {^French Correspondence 1762, p. 102.). 

* A Company’s servant who had been sent to Vellore to raise 400 
horse. Mimoire pour Leyrit, p. 07. 

» I have not been able to identify this name. Leyrit says in the 
passage cited above, that Mallet occupied TiruvattiyAr. Landivisan 
(who accompanied Lally as Brigadier) may perhaps be meant. 
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Europeans are said to be at Tindivanam, 
and Europeans here aro going thither. Troops 
are being sent against UdaiyS-rpAlaiyam, Tan- 
jore, Trichinopoly and Arcot. M. Lally is 
going against Madras ; and the twelve vessels 
that have arrived aro being laden with cargo. 
The European blacksmith ordered by M. Lally 
to have 3,000 fetters ready in a week, objecting 
that they could not bo made in that time, was 
told to collect persons to make them, working 
day and night. The smith repeating that it 
would bo impossible to got them ready in a 
week, the other became so angry that ho 
stood up and gave him seven or eight blows 
with the cane in his hand, knocking the smith 
down. Peons have been posted both upstairs 
and down with orders to admit no one, Europ- 
eans are to be admitted only when sent for, 
and any Tamils who enter are to be shot. In 
consequence of these orders, he is in his room 
alone. M. Lcyrit also is in his room. 

Monday^ June 19 } — When I went to the 
Second’s house this morning, he said, ‘ It is no 
use to petition the council about the flower- 
garden office ; if you do, you will only be 
blamed. Have not we and the Padres given 
houses in this emergency ? Nothing will 
happen to your house, so agree.’ As he 


^ 9/A \^B(ihiiddnya \ . 
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advised me thus, I took away my petition 
and came home. 

M. Drouct, who took back from the Second 
all the receipts he had given him for the liquor 
godown, came to my house at eleven o’clock 
with a receipt for the whole sum and said, ‘ I 
have come to give you this receipt. Here it 
is. On the ship which brought M. Lally the 
Lieutenant-General was a sum otf nine lakhs, 
and a lakh and a half was got from Fort 
St. David. Of this 10,50,000, nine lakhs have 
been sent, leaving a balance of one lakh and a 
half. This is all the money left.’ Supposing 
that ho expected something, I gave him two 
rolls of velvet and a piece of tinsel. 

Afterwards I heard the following news : — 
K&ttigai of Tanjoro has ofEered through the 
St. Paul’s priests to pay 40 lakhs besides the 
expenses of the army, if Tanjoro wore cap- 
tured and given to him^ ; MuttayyA.r from 
Udaiy^rp&laiyam has ofEered to become a 
Christian, pay two lakhs, and defray the 
expenses of the army, if Udaiy^rp&laiyam 
were captured and given to him, and an ofEer 
of 1,50,000 has been made on condition that 
PApu Eeddi and his people are given Ariyaldr 
and Turaiyur. M. Lally has agreed to this *, 


' See the editor’s DupUix and CUre^ p. 165. 

’ But on the 27th Lavaur was still asking Lally to come to a deci- 
sion. See Lally's PUcea Juatijicatimea^ p. 62. 




1758 ] JlTAKDA lUmA PlLLAl 215 

£ind intends to proceed southwards. Mut- 
tayyan (M. Boyelleau’s duMsh)has been sent 
to M. Clouet, and has promised Nayin&thai, 
his dub^sh, gold bangles, car-rings and a 
palankin. 

Tuesdaji, June 20 } — When I was at home 
this morning, news came that MarudanA>yakka 
Mudali had not accepted my cultivators in 
Tirumangalam but appointed his own men,'and 
that the Guntdr people* who had been feeding 
my great elephant at ViUiyanalldr had refused 
to feed it from to-day. 

I heard this evening that M. Lally and 
M. Sou pi re had marched against Udaiy&r- 
p&laiyam and Tanjore to the southward. 

I drove out this evening and returned 
home at seven. 

Wednefidafi, June 21 } — When I was at home 
to-day, I heard that M. Leyrit, the Governor 
had remained in the Qouvernenient till eight 
o’clock this morning, talking with five or six 
Europeans, after which he had gone to see 
Mr. Wynch, the former Governor of Fort St. 
David, and had returned after making certain 
enquiries. Barrels [of gunpowder] have boon 
placed everywhere for the destruction of Fort 
St. David, and M. Lally has gone there to so© 


^ 10th Alii, Bahuddnya, 

’ 1 suppose Guntiir Yenkatdchala Chetti, etc. 
* 11th Ani, BahudAnya, 
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the trains of powder laid, and M. Leyrit is 
also going thither. 

As M. Lally had permitted the Chief of 
Tranquebar to strengthen the fortifications of 
Tranquebar, some people have been sent thither 
to assist, and I hear that walls are being raised 
accordingly. 

Saturday^ Jane 24 .\ — When I was at homo 
to-day, I heard that as to-day was a festival*, 
M. Leyrit, the councillors and others went to 
the church, and heard mass. M. Lally has 
marched to Devikottai ; owing to the freshes 
in the Cauvery, the troops that wore des- 
patched have returned, and M. Leyrit has 
ordered the NayinA,r to collect camels and 
coolies. 

Monday, June 26 .^ — I hoar that M. Leyrit 
went out this afternoon to see M. Soupire who 
is at K4ttumettu and that the latter marched by 
the Arcot road after the conference. M. Lally 
has gone to KarikM and his troops are on the 
march. 

Tuesday, June 27 .* — At seven o’clock this 
morning, the Comte do Montmorency came to 
my house. I took him into the hall and 
showed him a copy which I had made and 


^ Bahndanya. 

* The Nativity of St. John the Baptist. 
^ 16th Ani, Bahuddnya, 

^ 17th Ani^ Bahuddnya, 
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kept of the paper setting out my services to 
the Company, and which I had sent to Europe 
by M. Godoheu. After reading it, he observed 
that the Company would give me Chingleput 
as a jaghir when it had been recovered from 
the English. I sent him the two Muhamudi 
dresses of honour which he had asked me for. 
I heard that he went this evening to P^payya 
Pillai’s garden,, where he received a present 
worth 500 rupees that had been arranged four 
or five days ago through M. La Selle. 

M. Lally, the Lieutenant-Genertil, who has 
reached KS-rikS-l, has sent Sinappayyan to 
Tanjore to open negotiations ; R4ya Pillai and 
some Christians * through the Padr6s made an 
offer of going, but M. Lally refused and sent 
Sinappayyan instead. 

I also hear that M. Soupire, the General, 
has encamped beyond Valudavur. 

Wednesday ^ June 28 } — When I was at home 
to-day, I heard thatM. Soupire, after partaking 
of a feast at Pcruraukkal, marched and gave 
cowles to the farmers and merchants at Nagar* 
after he had hoisted the white fiag there. 


» I'ossibly Lavaur’s emissaries who had been employed in Tanjore 
at an earlier date. Lavaur to Lally, May 13, 1768. Lally's PUces 
Jvstificaiives^ p. 53. 

• ISth Ani, Bahuddnya. 

» In the Tindivanam taluk, South Arcot district. 

28 
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Thursday, June 29 } — When I was at home, 
1 heard that a eloop had arrived from Bengal 
with some Frenchmen on board to be landed 
here and exchanged for an equal number 
of those taken at Fort St. David^ ; the 
captain is reported to have seen a ship at 
a distance off Sadras on her way from 
Mascareigne. 

I drove out this evening and returned 
at seven. 

Friday, June 50.* —When I was at home 
to-day, I heard the following news : — M. 
Bussy having left Golconda with all his 
people, not leaving a single European behind, 
has reached the Kistna on his way hither.* 
The countries which were in Bussy’s possession 
have been seized by Vijayar&ma B&j&’s son 
and other poligars there who have joined him, 
and have beaten some of {our] people. M. 
Law’s elder brother, who visited the P4dsh&h 
at Delhi, accompanied his army against the 
Path^ns and J4ts and defeated them ; the 
P4dsh4h, overjoyed at this, has collected 


^ 19th Ani^ Bahuddiiya^ 

* On 10th May 1758. Pigot informed Leyrit that «oine FrencSi 
gentlemen had arrived from Bengal by the Drdke^ and would be 
allowed to proceed to Pondiohery — preaumbly on parole till ex- 
changed ; these are probably the persons intended. At a later date the 
prisoners on the Restitution reached the Coast and were exchanged* 

* 20th Ani^ [^Bahuddnya\ 

^ Bussy did not reach the Kistna till August. He was uecompa- 
nied only by his European horse. Lettres de etc., p. 13. . 
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forcos at thi© head, of which, he is maxching to 
attack Sengal. 

1 also hear that M. Mallet promised M. 
Leyrit to-day to supply 5,000 sheep and 2,000 
bullocks in two days. 

I drove out this evening and returned 
home at seven. 
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Saturday, July 1 ? — I heard this evening 
that M. Lally was returning having settled 
the Tanjore affair for eight lakhs. 

Monday, July 3 ? — I heard that M. Leyrit 
was at the harbour superintending the lading 
of ships with munitions, as M. [Lally] had 
written that his negotiations with Tanjore 
had fallen through. 

Tuesday, July 4 ? — I went early this 
morning to M. Clouet’s house and paid my 
respects to him. He returned his high compli- 
ments, and, in the course of our conversation, 
he asked if I had brought the izarapatta. 
I replied, ‘ The secretary has it and it may 
be seen among the records. But I also have a 
copy which you may see.’ So saying I gave it 
him. Ho read it and said, ‘ May I keep this 
for about two hours ? I will examine it and 
send it back to you sealed.’ — ‘ As you please,’ 
I said. 

Ho then asked about the accounts. I 
replied, ‘ They have been written and are with 
M. Lenoir who examined them with M- 
Dosvaux while I explained the details.’ — ‘ Very 
good,’ ho said. ‘ Have you informed M. le 

* tiat Alii, T Bahucliiiiifa'i. * t3rd Ani, IBakttddttj/a^. 

* tith Am, [Bahuddnyal, 
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Comte de Montmorency of this ?’ — ‘ By your 
leave,’ I said, ‘ I will.’ He said that he must 
be told, as ho was the Company’s master. 
I said I would toll him. Ho then asked if 
I wished to go home, so I took leave after 
a few words of compliment. I then went 
to M. Barthelemy’s house, and informed hini 
of my visit to M. Clouet and everything else 
except the delivery of my letter to him. M. 
Barthelemy replied, ‘ .Just ‘listen to what 
M. Clou6t has dono.^ At first he asked for M. 
Hesvaux and M. Lenoir ; but in council 
yesterday he asked for the appointment of M. 
Boyelleau and M. Duplant instead. M. Leyrit 
disliked this, so ho made no answer and 
rose, saying that it was late. This is how 
M. Clouet’s business stands.’ 

Afterwards I said 1 had hoard that a 
jaghir had been given to Chanda S&hib’s son. 

‘ True,’ he replied, ‘ Tiruvannamalai, Chon- 
gama and Chetpattu Jiave been given to him 
on condition of his maintaining 200 horse, 
accompanying our camp with them and his 
foot, and defraying his own expenses.* 

Afterwards I asked him about the tumour 
I had heard of M. Law’s invading Bengal with 

^ He was entrusted with the management of the revenues by 
special order of the Company; the latter complained that such 
difficulties were thrown in his way that he could not take up the work 
for some months. Company to Pondichery, March 19, 1769. (Lally, 
PUcea JuatificcUives^ p. 21). 

* Cf . p. 247 if0'a. 
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many men with the P&dsh&h’s permission. 
‘ No such thing,’ he said. ‘ Would not money 
be needed for that ? ’ 

I hear that M. Lally is staying at K&rikA I ; 
that Sinappayyan’s mission to Tanjore has 
failed ; that Man6ji is intercepting our people* 
on the roads with 2,000 horse and 5,000 foot ; 
that the poligars who have been set up are 
hindering men from passing, and stabbing 
and killing them ; and that M. Lally lacks 
money, even for his expenses.* 

I also hear that the following news has 
been written to Mysore Yenkatan4ranappa 
Ayyan : — ^D6varA.ja Udaiy&r, the Mysore dala- 
v&i, having died, Nandi E4jS>’s son, whom 
he adopted, is acting as dalav&i and is about 
to celebrate his marriage. 

Wednesday, July 5.'* — I did not go out this 
morning, but remained at home getting all 
things ready for SaubhS,gyavathi Ponndchi’s 
Simantham to-morrow.: 

The Comte de Montmorency came to my 
house to-day. I ordered a chair to be brought, 
and, after we had sat down, ho said that he 
had bought some cloth at a lower price than 
my offer. I replied that the price depended 


* convoys. 

* Lally's letters of this time are fall of complaints of the lack 
of money, with its inevitable influence on the discipline of his troops, 

* $5ik Ani^ [Bahud&iiya\ 
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on the quality, as he would perceive if he 
examined the cloth. He replied that he 
could not do anything more as the cloth had 
been purchased. 

He then said, ‘ M. Lally will bo here in a 
week and you had better make ready your 
letters both to him and to Europe. I will 
give M. Lally these letters after his arrival 
and discuss everything with him, and I will 
also take the letters to Europe and discuss 
them there. Rely on me as your friend.’ 

Ho continued, ‘Three English ships ap- 
peared off K4rik41, their captains hoisting the 
white flag, to which the K&rik41 people 
hoisted the white flag in reply ; the English 
then sailed on to Tranquebar whore they 
hoisted the Dutch flag. But while they move 
aliout at their pleasure, M d’ Ach4, in spite of 
his ten ships, does nothing.’ — ‘ Is that so ? 

I said, but did not continue the subject. Ho 
then departed. 

I hear that M. Loyrit remained upstairs 
after superintending the work at the harbour 
all the morning. 

Narasimha Chetti who came to the mint 
said that M. Desvaux and Savarir&ya Pillai 
had been removed from the country manage- 
ment but he could not say who would bo 
appointed in their place. 
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Friday, July 7/— I hear to-day that 
yesterday and the day before the Council 
discussed the provision of money, and that 
M. Desvaux is getting two lakhs ready. 
M. Lally is at TiruvMdr, not having come 
to terms with the Tanjore people. I also hear 
that PS,payya Pillai is going to M. Soupire’s 
camp and that the Comte de Montmorency 
who arrived the day before yesterday is 
saying that M. Lally will return in a week 
and that ho will sail for Europe two or three 
days after M. Lally’s arrival. 

Saturday, July 5.*— I hoard the following 
news to-day : — The Tanjore affair has not been 
settled. M. Lally is oppressing the people at 
Tiruv41ur, and the lld,j^ of Tanjore has for- 
bidden men to pass to and fro and [the whole 
country] is troubled. The Englishman at 
Trichinopoly’ has obtained reinforcements, 
and is encamped outside the fort with Manoji’s 
troops. Sinappayyan received presents for 
himself and M. Lally, but the latter has 
angrily returned the presents and is preparing 
for war. The English have captured Tiruvat- 
tdr and other places held by the French to 
the northward, driving them out and tying 

' Wtth ilw/, [Bahudanyd], 

* 28th yl/«, \^Bahudmiyd], 

• Gaillaud was in coinn/and there, but had received no reinforce- 
ments except a few men from DevikOttai. 
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toranams. M. Soupire has not marched be- 
yond EdaikkanMu, and P&payya Pillai is 
with him. 

Smidai/, Julij 9 .^ — T heard to-day that 
M. Leyrit, the Governor, had been too unwell 
to go to church to hear mass or leave his 
room. Of the ton ships for KA,rikal, the three 
that remained have now also sailed fully 
laden^, and two of those ships that had 
already gone have returned and are being 
laden again. 

In the course of his conversation yesterday, 
Muttu VenkatarAma Poddi said : — ‘ At the 
council that has been sitting these last two 
days, M. Clouet said, “ The Company ordered 
all countries, old and new, to bo in the posses- 
sion of Monsieur Pangaiipan, who would 
provide me with money for the expenses. I 
had a box of tlie Company’s letters about 
affairs here but the ship sank off Alambarai’. 
I have copies of the letters.” M. Leyrit did 
not relish these words and said you would only 
spend what you collected. M. Clouet said, 
“ How much did ho pay in the two years that 
the country was in his possession ? After 
you took away the country from him and 
gave it to another, how much has the latter 


* With tents, powder, etc., for Lally*s forces. 

* The Bien-Aime was run ashore there. 


29 
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paid ? ” M. Leyrit replied that all the money 
collected had been paid. M. Clou6t continued, 
“When he^ said that he would pay, you 
neither listened, nor enquired into his com- 
plaint, but took away the country from him 
without even telling him. How can you say 
what money has been collected ? ” 

I hear that when M. Lally’s troops reached 
Amm4p6ttai, about twelve miles east of 
Tan j ore, a battle was fought, in which the 
ll^jA> of Tanjore attacked boldly, and men wore 
killed on both sides, including M. Aumont ; 
but at last they retreated in panic, and the 
French marched on and encamped near 
MariammankdviP. M. Lally declares that ho 
will not return until ho has taken Tanjore 
city. I cannot say whether this nows is true, 
but I must await further reports. 

I also hear that four men -of- war have 
reached Madras, but must ascertain the facts. 

Monday^ July 10 ? — I hoar that M. Bussy 
has remitted 50,000 rupees through Tarwadi 
for the expenses here* and that the amount 
has been sent to the mint. 


* i.e., the Diarist. 

* Four miles east of Tanjore. 

* 30th Ant, iBahudtt/ij/a\, 

^ 1 do not recollect other references to this ; but in a letter, dated 
July 15, Bussy says he encloses a bill for a lakh and a half. (Lettres 
de Bussy, etc, p. 7.) 
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I have also heard the following news : — 
A gentleman who was giving a feast to 
M. d’Ache, the commander of the ships, com- 
plaining of the lack of money, asked his 
guest how ho was managing to meet his 
expenses. M. d’Ache, agreeing with him, 
replied, ‘ When I sailed, the King provided 
me with money enough for the voyage and 
for three years’ expenses, so that I need not 
ask anybody, and ordered me to pay only a 
small sum to M. Lally. He then summoned 
M. Lally and told him that ho would find 
money here, that ho should capture Fort St. 
David within 20 days of his landing, and that 
a squadron would be despatched later with 
money for the expenses of the army, and a 
gentleman to superintend affairs here. I was 
thus sent in advance to capture Fort St. 
David, and a squadron is coming with money 
and a great man.’ 

Tuesday^ July 11 } — When I was at homo this 
morning, I received the Council’s resolution, 
signed by all yesterday afternoon, accepting 
my valuation of the goods brought from Fort 
St. David. Having told the Company’s and 
K4rikS>l merchants to bo at the Fort at seven 
o’clock this morning, I went there, but learnt 
that M. Leyrit, the Governor, was unwell, 

* 31»i Ani, Bahuddnya. The text gives the European date as the 
Slst. 
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haying eaten nothing yesterday or the day 
before, and that to-day he was keeping his 
room, taking only broth, and had strictly for- 
bidden any one to be admitted. I therefore 
went to the sorting-godown where in the 
course of conversation, M. Boyolleau said, ‘ As 
I am in great need of money, you must settle 
the coarse blue-cloth business and sell the 
cloth.’ I said that 1 was seeking to do so. 

He then asked if the Comte do Mont- 
morency had visited me. I said ho had, and 
added, ‘ Besides him, Marechal de [^Camp] 
M. [ ] and Major-General M. [ ] ^ 

have visited my garden, where after the 
nautch I gave them fruit and two bottles of 
red wine, before their departure. [M. do Mont- 
morency] sent me a list of the cloth he 
wanted, and, when he visited mo, I gave him 
presents worth about 1,000 rupees. Afterwards 
ho asked mo to supply cloth on credit for 
about 10,000 rupees. But I told him that for 
the last throe years the merchants’ trade had 
not prospered and that I had no money. He 
therefore provided otherwise.’ 

He then asked if I had spoken to him 
about my affairs. I replied that 1 had, and 
added that, when I showed him my letter, ho 
said that 1 should succeed in my affair and 


^ The names in the original are Paina and Pumostri. They are 
probably intended for La Faire and Fumel. See above, p. 204 . 
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that he would confer with M. Godeheu about 
it when he returned to Europe. M. Boyelleau 
observed, ‘ He is no doubt a great man, being 
placed at the head of the Company’s affairs 
and belonging to the royal family ; that is why 
I introduced you to him, but as ho had no 
money, M. Leyrit, M. Dosvaux, and M. du 
Baussot provided him with some and arranged 
to get doth, so that ho is under their influence ; 
once in his presence, M. Leyrit spoke sarcasti- 
cally to me, and I rejoined that he was doing 
wrong to manage the Company’s business by 
his own dubash, and that if the Company’s 
dubA,sh was blameworthy, ho should be 
summoned before the council, examined 
and reprimanded ; otherwise he should bo 
entrusted with the management, unless all 
previous Governors had boon wrong to manage 
affairs by the Company’s dubash.’ Neither 
M. Leyrit nor the Comte do Montmorency 
made any reply. Meeting him afterwards, I 
asked why ho, the Company’s master, did not 
speak strictly when matters wore discussed ; 
but ho could make no answer as he had taken 
their bait. What can a man like that do ? 
You 8im.ply wasted what you gave him. How 
much did you give M. Lally ? ’ I replied, 
‘ M. Leyrit told mo to give a ring and nazar, 
and I gave them accordingly ; they were 
worth 500 pagodas.’ He replied, ‘You were 
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right to give him so much. Lot M. Lally 
come. M. Clouet is a fool, and M. Mont- 
morency’s desires have been kindled. But I 
will speak to M. Lally and settle your 
business.’ — ‘ Very good,’ I said. 

He then said in the presence of merchants, 
‘ The price of the white Salampores, Dutch sort, 
Patathikdri,' brought from Fort St. David, 
including bleaching, was fixed at 23 per corge 
for the first quality and 22 for the second ; 
as a third is to bo given to M. Lally, the 
Company will lose. So be careful about the 
price.’ I repeated this to the merchants. 
Twenty bales of Salampores of 15 kuiijaim (or 
7^ kdU) were offered at 20 pagodas a corge. I 
then came home at eleven. 

Afterwards I heard the following news : — 
M. Lally first gave a cowle for Nagoro and 
hoisted the white fiag, but afterwards with- 
drew the cowle and ordered the merchants’, 
Chettis’, and others’ houses to bo plundered ; 
and all the women’s cloths, arecanut and other 
things which were found have been bought 
by throe Europeans.^ There has thus been 


‘ Quere, hharakdari^ of fine quality. 

On the 5th Lally wrote to M. Leyrit that he had sold the Nagore 
plunder to Fischer (coinmaiidcr of the German corps) for two lakhs 
of rupees and a diamond worth 12,000 francs. Fischer was believed 
to be in partnership with the Danes in this venture {M^moire pour 
Leyrit^ p. 1()0). Lally had only 60,000 rupees in his military chest 
at this time. 
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wholesale plunder. Besides this the images 
at Kivalur and TiruvMur have been carried 
off. Sinappayyan has been ordered to accom- 
pany the army, as, when he was asked for two 
lakhs, he pleaded that ho had nothing. The 
Dutch at Negapatam have given a lakh of 
pagodas besides the provisions demanded.^ 
The people at Tranquebar are also supplying 
provisions. 

The Raja of Tanjore is said to be 
encamped at MA-riammankovil and our people 
at AmmApettai ; M. Soupire has been sent for 
and is about to start ; PApayya Pillai has 
returned from M. Soupire without settling his 
business ; and the booty taken at Nagoro is 
said to bo reckoned at nine lakhs. It is not 
known what will happen. 

Wednesdai/, July 12 ^ — This morning M. 
Boyelleau and M. Cornet went to the sorting- 
godown at the Fort, and ordered in the 
presence of the Company’s and the KArikAl 
merchants the price of the cloth taken at Fort 
St. David to bo fixed and the cloth baled. 
Thirty-nine bales of fine Salampores, Dutch 
pattern, were packed to-day at 20 instead of 
22 pagodas a corge, according to the rates 

^ On June 27, Lally demanded a loan of a lakh of rupeen and 
provisiona ; the Dutch Governor, Vermont, promised provisions but 
declined the loan. (Lally to Vermont and the latter's reply, June 27, 
1758, Mimojre pour Letfrit, pp. U3-94.) 

*32nd Aui\ Bahuddnya, 
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written yesterday ; 32 bales of white long- 
cloth, Dutch sort, were packed, at 38 pagodas 
a corgo instead of 45 or 43 pagodas at least. 
Thus 71 bales were packed to-day, and, 
inclusive of the bales packed yesterday, the 
total number of bales is 91. Each bale of tho 
Salampores contains four corge and each bale 
of longcloth contains a corge and a half.^ 
When the bales were being packed, the Comte 
de Montmorency arrived. These people at 
once brought and showed him inferior cloths, 
quoting their prices. He then departed. I 
think he has been shown the cloth because ho 
is to have a part of M. Lally’s share. When 
he had gone, tho councillors told me that they 
had resolved that, if M. Lally questioned mo 
about the prices quoted, I was to swear that 
they wore fair and just. I replied to; M. 
Boyolleau and M. Cornet, ‘ I cannot do that, 
even if he is entitled to a share by risking his 
life on tho battlefield. What should 1 gain 
by saying so ? Why make me take an oath to 
the price in this potty matter ? I declare that 
I will not take a false oath.’ They replied 
that matters would not go so far as that, and 
that they had simply mentioned what had 
been decided. 1 replied, ‘ Whether matters go 
so far or not, you cannot expect me to take a 

' These were the long-established rates of packing these varieties 
of cloth. {MiufroH Public CotimltatioHK, November 17, 1768, p. 780,) 
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false oath, and you may tell that to any one.’ 
I came home at noon. 

Friday^ July 14 } — I heard the following 
news to-day : — As the soldiers in camp com- 
plained to M. Lally, the General, of having 
been struck by M. Saubinet, M. Lally sent for 
him and told him sharply that the soldiers 
would be allowed to beat any one who boat 
them. It is said that M. Saubinet unable to 
bear such a reproof, retired to his tent and 
shot himself with a pistol.® 

Tuesday, July 18 } — The news to-day is as 
follows : — 2,000 horse and 10,000 foot of the 
BAja of Tanjore are encamped at AmmA<- 
pdttai, east of Tanjore ; M. Lally is at 
Kbvilvenni about five miles east of Amma- 
pSttai beyond Ammaiyappan and Pachakkadai 
with 1,000 soldiers and 2,000 foot. When last 
Friday the 2,000 horse and foot at Amm^pdttai 
advanced, the soldiers and sepoys at Kovil- 
venni opened fire with their cannon, whereon 
the former fired rockets ; five or six of Lally’s 
men were wounded and 15 of the BAj4’s 
horses killed, and as many wounded. After a 
few men had fallen, the B4j4’s troops retreated 
and fled, leaving two cannon and 30 match- 
locks in the enemy’s hands. Chokkalingam 

2jid Adi, Bahud&nya. 

* If true, not fatally, for he aerved in the siege of Madras, where 
he was severely wounded. 

* 6th Adi^ Bahuddnya. 

30 
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with 500 of the Tan j ore horse has attacked 
and plundered Tirumalrayapattanam and four 
mahmifi ; and Haidar Nayak, from Mysore, 
has passed Kardr, Nerur and Tottiyam with 
2,000 horse on his way to join M. Lally. 

It is said here that Baza Si\hib is enlisting 
troopers, foot and peons and DesM SA.ma BA,o, 
troopers, that MurtazA, ’Alt Khan of Vellore 
has sent his horse to M. Lally’s camp, and 
that Muhammad ’Alt Khan is about to enlist 
horse. 

Sunday, July 23 } — Varadappa Nayakkan 
who has come from KarikAl reports that, 
when M . Lally the General’s troops marched 
from AmmApettai and encamped at MAri- 
ammankovil, a jemadar with some troopers 
went to him from.Tanjore to open negotia- 
tions ; M. Lally detained them in his camp, and 
sent Sinappayyan and a Padre- to Tan j ore, 
who settled the affair for 30 lakhs with 10 
lakhs in ready money"*. M. Lally however 
wanted in addition the TirukkAttuppalli 
fort'*, and, the RAjA refusing to give it up, 
M. Lally is resolved to seize it somehow. It 

^ • 

^Itth Adi, Bahmlihiya. 

» The Jesuit, St. Esteven, who was accompanied by a military 
officer, Maudave. 

» The RA.ja does not seem to have risen above five lakhs. (Orme, 
ii, 324). 

* With a view to the intended attack on Trichinopoly. 
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remains to be seen what will happen and I 
will write it later. 

Tuesdat/, July 25 .' — The RajA, of Tanjoro 
himself and Mandji Appa have opened negotia- 
tions for peace. 

I also hoar that, when M. Leyrit was 
talking with some Europeans upstairs on their 
return from church after hearing mass, M. 
Clouet came and reported to the Governor 
that Viswanatha Reddi of the Devanam- 
pattanam country only offered to pay 13,000 
pagodas a year rent beginning from next year, 
but that three Christians had offei'ed through 
the Superior of the St. Paul’s church to pay 
14,000 pagodas a year, and ho added that kists 
should not be postponed till next year. On 
his tolling M. Leyrit that he had brought 
them®, they wore called in, given two yards of 
broadcloth as a present, and dismissed with 
the lease of the country. 

I hear that M. Boyelleau’s swelling is 
increasing, he can only breathe with difficulty 
and is in great distress*, taking physic as well 
as being bled, and his son-in-law has boon 
informed of his condition by letter. 

Wednesday, July 26 .* — I drove out this 
evening and returned home at seven. After- 
wards I heard that English ships had been 

* 13th Adi, Bahuddnya. * i e., the ChristianM. 

* He survived however until 1788. * I4tk Adi, \ Bahvddnya\ 
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sighted in the ofBlng, on which all the Europe 
ships in the harbour were sailing northwards, 
and the officers, soldiers, etc., who had been 
landed, had embarked again. Gn&naprak&sa 
Mudali and four other Christians are said to 
have obtained the Devan^mpattanam country 
for 13,000 pagodas, the same as Viswan4tha 
Eeddi offered. I also hear that Savarirdyan 
and Dairiyan^than have quarrelled. 

Thursday^ July 27 } — I hear that English 
ships appeared off the fort of Alambarai and 
fired a few shot at it, seized a sloop which was 
bringing fuel hither, and burnt five or six 
pannai} laden with fuel and faggots. In 
consequence therefore M Leyrit’s wife and 
others have returned hero, and M. Soupire 
came into the fort last night, having ordered 
his troops to Alambarai. I hear that Sayari- 
r4yan, when returning in a carriage last 
evening from Ariy4nkappam, saw a King’s 
officer on horseback who abused his man, and 
then dismounting beat both the driver and 
Savarir^yan ; on this Savarir4yan drove home 
as fast as ho could, and, returning with 
his peons, ordered them to arrest the officer, 
but he attacked them with a Moghul sword 
and made the peons fiy, one falling over 
the other, killing four or five. 

* ISth jidi, Bdhuddmyck. * Coasting Tfmnoln 
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I hear that M. Lally’s troops are at Ananda- 
valliyammankdvil and Man6ji’s Choultry oast 
of Tanjore, but the Tanjore horse are prevent- 
ing provisions from reaching our men, who, 
owing to this blockade, are entrenching 
themselves ; no agreement has yet been made. 

I also hear that, in fear of the officer, 
Savarirftyan’s house is being guarded by ten 
soldiers and foot, and that Savarirayan and 
Dairiyanathan are still unfriendly. 

Friday^ July 28 } — When I went to the Fort 
this morning, I learnt that M. Loyrit had gone 
to the harbour about the nine English ships 
sighted to the north-east ; he returned to the 
Fort after ten, when the ships had been laden 
with provisions, and hastily held a council 
in which it was resolved to give battle. M. 
d’Acho, the ships’ commander, was informed 
of this* and desired to put to sea ; so he went 
off at eleven o’clock ; a gun was fired when he 
embarked ; a white, a red and a black flag 
were hoisted ; and another gun fired when the 
flags were ready for hoisting. In all nine ships 
sailed according to the details given below : — • 
the Zodiaque^ captain d’Ach4 with 770 
men on board® ; 

^ 16th Adi^ Bahuddnya. 

^ See LeyriVs letter to d^Ach6 of this day. (Memoire pour Leyrii^ 
p. 129.) 

* D*Ach4 . (first M6moire^ pp. 32, etc.) says he had only 500 men on 
board, and the other vessels in proportion. 
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the Comte de Provence, with 710 ; 
the Ven-geur with 670, 
the D^uc dCOrUan^ with 580 ; 
the Jyuc de Bourgogne with 510 ; 
the Saint Louis with 500 ; 
the Moras with 450 ; 
the Vathuvishdm} with 160 ; and 
the Condd with 450. 

Thus the nine ships set out, equipped for 
war with 4,800 men® and provisions, and sailed 
to the south-east. Immediately the English 
ships also sailed eastwards. I then came 
home. 

Afterwards I heard that a Lorraine officer, 
serving under M. Soupirc, had received a letter 
from M. Lally at camp saying that the Tanjore 
business had been settled, but not mentioning 
the amount, and adding that letters were 
on their way to this place. As only one man 
has received this news, I do not think the 
Tanjore affair has been settled satisfactorily. 
The Sathamhiy^ in the roads has 40 or 50 
men on board. M. Soupire set out last night 
for Alambarai as the English were coming. I 
hear that Savarir^yan has been keeping his 


^ The Sylphide must be intended. 

* He sailed with 3,200 or 3,300 men. (Leyrit Lally July 27, 
1758, MAmoire pour Leyrit^ p, 126.) 

• The first part of the word possibly represents the French 
* Saint/ but 1 cannot guess the remainder, unless perhaps she was the 
Sainte Brigitte tSee Leyrit's Mimoire, p. 66). 
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house unable to attend to his business from the 
wounds of the beating he received the day 
before yesterday from the officers and ships’ 
people, and the fear of what they may do 
further. 

Saturday^ July 29 .^ — Hearing that M. Leyrit 
was in his room upstairs, I went to the 
sorting-godown ; but as 50 Eurojicans under 
M. Soupiro are quartered there to guard the 
Fort, I did not remain but went to the 
Second’s and told him, in the course of the 
conversation, that I had heard that the Tan j ore 
affair had been settled. The Second replied 
that no agreement had yet been made as, if one 
had been, a letter would have been received. 
I tlien took leave and came home. 

I returned home from my drive this 
evening at seven. 

Monday, July 31 .* — I hear various stories 
about the Tanjoro troops, but no reliable news 
has been received. 


* t7t?i Bahuddnya, 


l!Hh Adi^ Bahuddnya, 
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Tues\_day]^ August 1} — When I went to the 
Fort this morning, Kaz4 Sfi,hib (ChandA. S4hib’s 
son) presented M. Leyrit with two dresses of 
honour worth five or six rupees each and a 
horse worth five or six rupees,^ and took leave 
of him on his departure to join M. Lally’s 
camp at Tanjore, with 200 horse, 200 or 300 
foot, the naubat^ etc. M. Leyrit ordered a 
salute to be fired and gave him leave.* 

Afterwards M. Desvaux and M. [Le]noir 
visited M. Leyrit, so I came home. 

This is the news of to-day — Appu 
Mudali, Sinappayyan, the K4rikM priest and 
a European gentleman wearing the King’s 
Cross* entered the Tanjore fort, where they 
conferred and agreed with Manoji Appa for 

lakhs. The latter gave them 20,000 gold 
pieces, besides cloth and presents for M. LaUy, 
promising to send 500 horse and 1,000 foot 
with rice, etc. provisions, to attack Trichi- 
nopoly.® M. Lally accepted the presents and 

^ 20tk AM,\_Bahuddnya'. 

* In both cases * hundred ’ may be understood. 

* S^hib hoped to receive the command of Lally 's Native 
Cavalry. ( Mi moire pour Lei/rit, p, 1^,) 

* Perhaps Maudave. 

* The actual terms were : — The to pay five lakhs, of which 
one was to be paid at once, one on Lally 's marching, one at Trichi- 
nopoly, and two in the following October {.Lally's Mimoire, p. 69). 
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moved his troops to Man6ji App4’s Ottai 
Mantapam.^ 

I also hear that the St. Paul’s Padrd 
summoned Bazd. S^hib and handed over to 
him PonniyS,r and Muttayyfi. who have come 
from Udaiy&rp^laiyam ; BazS. SArhib sot out 
with his men this evening and is halting at 
Ariy &nkuppam . 

Wednesday^ August 2 .^ — I did not go out this 
morning, but, when I was at home, I heard 
that the Tan j ore affair had been settled for 
lakhs of rupees, that the troops wore to march 
against Trichinopoly, and that M. Leyrit and 
the councillors had gone to Ariy&nkuppam to 
despatch Chanda SMiib’s son on his way to 
the camp. 

Friday^ August 4.* — When I was at homo 
this morning, I heard that M. Soupiro’s troops 
had reached Kunimddu, that M. Soupiro had 
visited M. Leyrit, the Governor, at the Fort at 
nine o’clock, conferring with him for a quarter 
of an hour, and then marched towards 
Kffnimfidu without even halting at my 
agraJ^ftram ; no letters have been received from 
M. Lally’s camp, and some say and some deny 
that peace has been made, and some say while 


^ Perhaj)8 Manoji AppA ChAvadi, 9 milea north-eaat of Tanjore. 

* 21 Ht Adi^ [Bahuddnya], 

* 23rd Adiy Bahuddnya, 

31 
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others deny that a pitched battle has been 
fought. 

Since the people of the Bound-villages 
and Olukarai wore summoned to-day, and 
M. Lenoir gave 6,00() rupees to M. Drouct iii 
three bags, I think that must be on account 
of the 4,000 rupees promised to the Governor 
and 2,000 to M. Lenoir, and that something 
must be going on. 

The nine Europe ships that Were des- 
patched to attack the English returned to 
the roads at six o’clock this evening ; one of 
them had lost one of its two masts. I shall 
enquire about this and write. 

I drove out this evening and returned home 
at seven. 

Afterwards I heard the following news ; — 
There was a severe fight between the English 
and French ships off KA,rikM. The English 
lost many men, their hulls and masts were 
damaged, and the English commander’s ship 
was sunk. Thereon the English retreated 
towards Madras. One of our ships’ captains 
was killed.^ M. d’Achd’s ship lost a masj; and 
he himself was wounded ; by the bursting of a 
gun the powder caught fire, killing many. A 
powder magazine also caught fire. Many 


^ This was de Langerie, who commanded the St. Louis, instead 
of Joennis, who had been too unwell to sail, 
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ships’ officers, soldiers and sailors on the 
French side have been killed or wounded.^ 

- I hear that M. Clouet summoned Savari- 
r&yan, and spoke long in private with him in 
the presence of Dairiyandthan ; and as 
Dairiyanathan and Muttu, the packer, had 
been present in the kacheri^ Savarirayan took 
the two men to his house where he gave them 
a dress of honour each and dismissed them, 
and afterwards he set out for Ariyankuppam 
to see M. Desvaux. 

SatM'dafj, AuguM 5 .^ — I went to the Fort this 
morning. M. Leyrit the Governor’s palankin 
and other palankins in the town were 
employed from suniiso to sunset to-day in 
removing to the hospital all those who wore 
wounded, mutilated or burnt in the face or 
body in the battle at sea and who were landed 
to-day. A t the time of my arrival, M, Desvaux 
and Savarirayan came to see M. Leyrit ; I 
waited till ten and then went to Nannachi’s 
house to see her child, who has small-pox, 
and thence came home at noon. 

When I went to the Fort I heard the 
following news about the fight : — Last 
Tuosda,y nine English ships appeared about 


* D’Ache lost 492 killed and wounded (Waddington, La Guerre 
dee Sept, Am, iii, 393) as against Pocock’s 31 killed and IIG wounded 
(Pocock to Clevland, August 22, 1758, P.R.O,, Admiralty, 1—161). 

* 24th Adit Bahuddtiffd, 
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five miles out at sea off K4rik&l, stealing 
eastwards from Negapatam, so at once our 
nine ships in the K^rikal roads attacked 
them, and a battle ensued cast of K&rikM ; 
M. Analuvari,* captain of the Comte de 
Provence, a great vessel with 84 guns,^ 
advanced with great fury to attack the 
English ; three of these approached ours and 
throw shells filled with sulphur, the coconut 
fibre with which the cannon was loaded, also 
being smeared with it, (although both filings 
had strictly ordered that such shells should 
not bo used)* with the result that our ships 
and powder took fire, whereby many wore 
killed and wounded. In the thick of the 
battle, M. [do la Chaise]', who had advanced 
with his ship, being surrounded by the 
enemy and attacked on all sides, made signal 
for the Due de Bourgogne, the Zodiaque and 
the Saint Louis, to attack the English. The 
English could not withstand our fierce attack, 
and the English commander’s ship was sunk, 


* On August 14 dc la Chaise commanded the Comte de Provence^ 
and 1 think did so in the action. 

® According to d’Ach^’s first Memoire, the Comte de Provence 
was armed with only 6H guns ; the English reckoned her a 74. 

^ This seems inaccurate, though it was no doubt the current 
gossip* The use of * artifices’ in this action was so resented that 
Leyrit desired two English ship-captains to dine by themselves, as 
the French naval officers had refused to dine with them at Leyrit’s 
table. On August 20 the French were busy making fire-arrows^ 
etc., for their own use. 

* See above. 
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and the others fled in all directions.^ On M. le 
Chevalier d’Ache the commander’s ship, the 
Zodmque, a 24-pounder, burst setting fire to 
the powder and killing 16, and severely 
wounding 60. M. d’Achc also was wounded 
in the face and hand ; one of his elder sister’s 
sons lost a log and the other a hand.^ The 
Coffrcos fought with great courage, singing as 
they fought. Many on the enemy’s side lost 
their logs and hands ; about 1,000 were 
wounded and 600 killed.* Three ships wore 
almost burnt by the shells. About 200 English 
sepoys who wore killed have been put ashore 
in the Tranquobar harbour.* 

Sundui/, Awjvfit 6.® — I heard the following 
nows to-day : — After settling the Tanjoro 
affair, M. Lally diitocted his troops to march 
upon Trichiiiopoly, himself moaning to return 
hither ; but, ho received a letter from the 
Padre* who had gone into the fort of Tanjoro 
to make peace, saying that the Bd.ja of Tanjoro 
had proved false and warning him to bo 


^ Pocock’s ship, the Yarmouth y was not sunk ; and the French 
broke their line and fled, not the English. 

^ In a letter to d’Ach^, dated August 4, Lcyrit condoles with 
him on the ‘malheur arrives a M. de Senneville, votre neveu.' 
D’ Ache's first Memoire PieceSy p. 28. 

® See above, p. 243 n. 1. 

^ 31 were killed on the English fleet, 

* 25th Adi, Bahuddnyam 

* Saint Bate von. 
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on his guard. M. Lally therefore stood oh his 
guard; and on a certain night, M^n6ji App4 
with 2,000 horse fell upon M. Lally’s troops, but 
was severely beaten. About 150 of Man6ji’s 
horses were killed besides many horses and 
men wounded. When Maiioji’s troops had 
thus been put to flight, M. Lally plucked up his 
courage and collected his men, whom ho posted 
in two places on the high ground west of 
Sivaganga * and opened a fierce cannonade on 
the fort. Some say that the fort has been 
captured, others deny it. 

3/owdrt//, Angu.st 7.® — When I was at home — 
I did ‘not go out this morning — I heard that, 
at half -past six yesterday evening, Dairiya- 
nathan visited Savarirayan’s office to enquire 
the amounts duo from the atnaldara in the 
country management. 

I also hoard the following nows : — When 
Savarirayan was coming from Ariyankuppam, 
a quarrel arose between him and some ship’s 
officers. Five or six Europeans landed to-day 
after the sea-fight and at six this evening 
passed by M. Dosvaux’ house with pistols 
loaded and swords drawn ; seeing Savarmtyan’s 
younger brother standing there with ten men, 
they asked him if ho was Manuel. He replied 

^ This «apparently refers to the Sivaganga tank north-west of the 
big Siva temple at Tanjore. There are still traces of fortifications, 

* HQth Adi^ {Bahiiddnya'^, 
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that his name was Manuel, but he was not the 
Manuel who had beaten them. Having thus 
escaped, he put out his torches and passed on. 
Again when Dairiyanttthan was passing with 
about a dozen torch-bearers, ho was seized and 
asked if ho were Manuel. But a dubAsh boy 
said that ho was M. Clouet’s dubash, so he also 
escaped. Then the dancing-girl Muttu’s son 
was seized, but escaped when ho said ho was 
not the man. Again packer Mutta Pillai was 
seized but was let go like the others. On 
learning all this, SavarirA,yan is lying con- 
cealed in Kandappa Mudali’s house. 

I also hear that T&ndavarayan who was 
in the office has gone home. 

\_Tues}dat/, August ii ? — I returned homo 
after visiting the P’ort this moiming by^ way of 
the Second’s house, and heard the following 
news : — When M. Leyrit conii)laincd to the 
commander about Savarirayan's atfair, the 
commander replied that ho would do nothing 
since his men eating the King’s food had. been 
maltreated and beaten by the Tamils. 

I also hear that TiruvannA-malai, Chengama 
and Kalavakkam, which wore given to 
OhandS. SA,hib’s son for enlisting men for the 
army,* have been seized by Krishna EAo for 
the English with the help of 100 horse, 500 


' 27th Adi, IBahuddiij/a'}, 


* See p. 221 supra* 
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foot and 1,000 Carnatic peons ; as tdranams 
have been tied there, [EazA. S4hib’s] people 
numbering about 100 have quitted Tiruvannfi,- 
malai. 

Wednesday, August 9 } — When I wont to the 
Fort this morning, M. Leyrit the Governor 
had gone out, but the Second was examining 
the accounts, M. Boycllcau was writing and 
examining the Fort St. David accounts and 
M. Lenoir and others were sauntering about. 

I heard the folio wing news : — M. Desjardins 
who sailed in Purattasi^ of last year reached 
Mascareigne, delivered the Europe letters to 
the captain of the ship sailing for Europe 
and remained there. Afterwards six Europe 
ships arrived, besides three others which 
M. Lally on his departure had left there with 
600 soldiers and stores. Those soldiers and 
stores were despatched by these three ships 
along with six others — 9 shij)s in all — and 
Desjardins was ordered to go ahead with the 
news. When he was oif Negapatam, the 
English hoisted the white flag and hailed 
him in French through a speaking-trumpet. 
Supposing that ho was being hailed by a 
Frenchman, he brought his ship* nearer, and 
went aboard their ship, whore the enemy 
detained him, and on searching his ship, 


^ Ail*. ^ September-October 1757. 

’ The Jlubi9, 
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found bales of paper, some wheat, powder, 
shot, guns, etc., which they seized. A sailor 
on the French ship let himself silently down 
at night, got ashore and arrived here ; he says 
that nine ships which had been got ready at 
Mascareigne were to sail 15 days after his 
departure and would arrive in 15 days. Then 
I came home, drove out in the evening and 
returned home at seven. 

Thursday, August 10 } — When I visited the 
Second at his house this morning, he read to 
me the fine letter which he had had written by 
his writer to M. Godeheu and the Company. I 
then asked him the news about M. Desjardins. 
Ho said that he had left Mascareigne 40 days 
ago but had been captured by the English ofE 
Negapatam. I asked if any Eurojio letters 
had been seized. Ho replied, none could have 
been, because no Europe ships had arrived, 
and added, ‘ There wore only letters from Mas- 
careigne. I hoar that M. Godeheu has been 
removed from the Company’s service, but 
nothing was said of it in the Europe letters of 
Wovember 8 brought by the Tranquobar ships. 
Europeans say that M. du llausset and 
M. Delarcho are reporting the nows about 
M. Godeheu, but I must wait. You never 
come to me or talk to me, although my wife 


‘ 2Bth Adi, hakud&nya. 


32 
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regards you kindly. You had better come 
upstairs.’ So saying he took mo up, and his 
wife receiving mo very kindly and making me 
sit by her, said, ‘See what injustice reigns in 
the town. Periyannan, Appu Mudali and 
Kandappan who used to do kitchen work and 
Savarir&yan who used to remove the dirty 
plates, are now managing country affairs or are 
dubAshos in the town. That is why there is 
injustice here.’ The Second said that there 
was great injustice. I replied that injustice 
would now cease as he himself had learnt that 
there had been injustice. The Second’s wife 
and daughter then set out for Cuddaloro, 
while he himself went to attend the Council. 

After I had come home, I hoard that, on the 
Chotti merchants’ complaints that Europeans 
were plundering houses and ravishing women 
in Cuddaloro, the (lovornor had ordered them 
to report the matter to M. [Lally] and 
M. Soupiro. 

Friday^ Aiiymt 11 } — When I wont to the 
Second’s this morning, he was just going to 
the Fort to examine the white and the blue 
shirts, so I accompanied him. While ho was 
busy with the work, 1 remained in the sorting- 
godown. One of the principal councillors 
said that he wished to talk with mo at leisure, 


^ ^Oth AiU^ [Bakfuldnya'^j* 
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that one affair had prospered but that everj'- 
thing else was topsy-turvy ; ho then departed 
saying that ho was going to the ship. 

I hoard afterwards that the council sat 
yesterday afternoon and last night. I think 
that, as the council met twice in the same day 
and as the councillor spoke to mo thus, lack 
of money must have brought uj) my affair 
as well as the countiy management, and that 
M. Lally must have licen doing badly in 
camp. 

Afterwards packer Muttayyan came and 
said, ‘ M. Clouet wanted details of tlio lease 
account of the country given to you. 1 asked 
why he should want it. Ho replied that I 
was right and that he liad been mistaken. So 
I learnt from his idle talk that he was only 
making enquiries about the current year’s 
accounts as he thought ho had nothing to 
do with the last year’s. AVhon I went to 
M. Boj’clleau’s live or six days ago, ho asked 
me about M. Clouet and I replied tliat lie 
was always visiting M. Hesvaux’ liousc. 
M. Boyelloau replied that M. Clouet was a 
tailless ass, whom M. (lodeheu had sent out 
without writing to him ' and that ho would 
toll M. Lally, on his return, about his intention 


* i.e., Boj'elleuu. 
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of raising your matter in council as your 
agent.’ Then I came home. 

I hear that, as there is no money in the 
Fort, the goods brought from Fort St. David 
will bo sold. 

I also hear that in the hard battle between 
M. Lally’s army and Manoji Appa’s, many 
were killed on both sides. 

A European at the Fort gave me some good 
news and packer Muttayyan informed me of 
what M. Clouet had said when he asked him 
about the accounts. 

Sunday^ Avgust IS .* — When I was at home 
to-day, I heard that M. Soupire and his troops 
had returned to the Fort, that M. Lally (son of 
M. Lally’s elder brother) had had a two-hours’ 
conference with M. Leyrit at the Gouvernement 
after which M. Leyrit had shown tokens of 
despair, wringing his hands, writhing his 
body, sighing, and smiting the arms of his 
chair. 

I also hear that M. Lally who is at KS>rikM 
will arrive here to-morrow in time for dinner, 
that his troops have retreated and that Sinap- 
payyan and Eaza Sahib have gone to K^rik^l. 

Monday., August 14 ? — I hear that M. Lally 
is in camp and that M. Saubinet has reached 
Kfirik^l with 200 soldiers. 


* l%i Ai'anty Dahuddnya, 


* 2nd Avani^ [Dahuddnya]* 




1768] 


JyAmA tLAUlQA PlLtAl 




I heard this evening that our army had 
suffered heavy loss in the attack by the 
Tanjoro people last Wednesday \ although 
many of the latter had also been killed, that 
our army was retreating and nothing was 
known about M. Lally, that two of PA,payya 
Pillai's elephants and guns and matchlocks 
had been lost and that some of our people had 
reached Karikal in their retreat. I drove out 
this evening and returned home at seven. 

Wednesdfuf^ Auyiiat 16 .^ — This is the news 
of to-day — When at about three o’clock on 
the morning of August 9, M. Lally ’s troops 
were about to attempt to scale the walls of 
the Tanjore fort with the aid of heaps of 
straw, the Tanjore RAja’s troops opened the 
north gate and attacked M. Lally’s provision 
camp half an hour before our troojis wore to 
move ; a severe ^battle followed, in which five 
or six Europeans were killed on the Tanjore 
side and 500 or 600 Europeans besides three 
high officers on M. Lally’s.* In consequence 
M. Lally and our troops retreated to TiruvA.- 
lur leaving everything behind. IhizA. S4hib 
who has marched from XA.rikA.1 for Tiruvalur 


* the Biilly made by the TanjoreanH on August 9, when Lally 
was surprised and on the point of being killed when he was saved by a 
Coffree. 

• 4th Acani^ Bahmldnya, 

^ Lally stated the loss as two servants killed, and one Uussiir an d 
four soldiers killed and wounded. 
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and visited M. Lally at the latter place means 
to attack the fort a,gain with the help of the 
Setupati and Tondiman. It is not known 
whether the English ships have left K&rikA,!. 
Savarirayan is going about, prostrating 
himself before the ships’ captains in order to 
make his peace with them. 

Frldai/, Au(/uM 18.^ — The Dutch ship, 
which was intercepted and brought into the 
roads, on examination was found to have on 
board gold and silver worth two lakhs of 
rupees. The Dutch ship’s captain was there- 
fore told that the French had no money in the 
Fort and that the French King had made an 
agreement in Europe to the effect that ships 
belonging to any nation might bo seized and 
their gold and silver money taken in return 
for bills payable in Europe including the 
proftt. The captain being asked what profit 
he would make on his silver and gold, replied 
that it would bo 30,000 rupees and asked that 
an additional sum should be allowed for ex- 
penses. I hoar that a bill on Europe has boon 
given accordingly and the money taken over." 

* 67 // A rani, Bahuihintfa. 

3 She was the from Batavia for Negapatam, seized 

revenge for the Duteh inaction when the IMhh was taken in the 
Negapatam roads. The alleged agreement was moonshine. Leyrit 
wrote ou August 11 about the Utuirlem's silver that it Mras an item of 
her cargo aiiquel il me scmblc quil ne nous est guere permis de» 
toucher ; ccpeiidant e'est celui de tuutc la cargaison qui nous serait 
l,e plus necessaire . . . 8'il est des cas oii la iiecessite f ur'^e la loit 

nous nous y ti*ouvons aujourdiiui.'" Mdmoire jjour Leyrit^ p. 141, 
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I also hear that M. Lallv is coming here by 
way of Kd>rikdl and Ncgapatam. 

Saturday, AuyuM 19 .' — I hoar that the 
council which sat from eight o’clock till noon 
and again from four till eight at night, 
discussed what could bo done by M. Lally 
who having broken his cannon and burnt his 
tents and guns, is returning from camp, whore 
ho has loft his men, in great anger at not 
having been supplied with money for his 
camp-expenses or with provisions, powder 
and shot.^ The Europeans in the town are 
going about the streets, stabbing people, 
throwing stones at them, troubling women at 
the town gates, showing people the Company’s 
orders for their i)ay, quarrelling with them 
and demanding money of them for their 
expenses. 

Monday, August 21 ? — In the course of my 
conversation with the Second this morning at 
his house, where were also a few Europeans, 
he said, ‘M. Lally wrote »ingry comidaints 
against the councillors saying that, while ho 
had been lighting on the battlefield, and 


7//r Avan!, [Baltuddntj t]. 

» The principal mihject of diHcuHHioti was d’AchiVa intended 
departure, to the iHlanda. Bee Leyrit to Lally Auguat 18, 1758 and 
d'Achi! to the Council, of the aame date (Lally’a Piecen, pp. 81-82), 

’ 9th Avani, Bahuddnya, 



256 VIABT or [Atto. 21 , 


though he had come from Europe with full 
powers to control the conduct of all, they had 
been thinking that they need not supply 
him with anything, hoping that the troops 
would disband after a few days’ starvation, so 
that he himself would grow weak and die 
of his troubles and they, being no longer 
responsible to any one, could enjoy the Com- 
pany’s property that they had stolen, and that 
on his return he meant to ascertain why 
the army had been thus exposed to danger. 
M. Lally is wrong to blame all the councillors 
wholesale like this, for, before his departure, 
when he asked me whether Tan j ore could bo 
attacked, I advised him not to go, as the rivers 
and canals would bo full, tlio fields in cultiva- 
tion, and the ground so deep that the troops 
could only march with great difficulty. In 
spite of this, ho blames us all. Ho should 
blame only those who advised him to go.’ I 
then came home. 

Tiwsdai/, August 22 } — I wont to the Fort 
this morning where I hoard that on a report 
that six fully equipped English men-of-war 
had reached Bombay, the French were prepar- 
ing to send their ships away to Mascareigno 
in fear of what might happen when these 
six ships had arrived, as so much damage 


^ tOth Avani^ [Dahuddnya\. 
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had been suffered already from the ten ships 
[of the enemy] } 1 also heard that the English^ 
having been reinforced, were capturing Chin- 
gleput, Utramallur and Wandiwash countries 
northwards, that Krishna E4o was capturing 
Tiruvarangam, Tirukkoyildr, etc. places in the 
west ; and that the English were making great 
preparations. 

Wednesday^ August 23? — After I had 
returned home from the Fort this morning, I 
heard that, when M. Lally reached Karik^l, he 
spoke very angrily to M. Porcher, demanding 
why he had not sent him provisions, etc.,® to 
which M. Porcher replied that he was not to 
blame, for, although he had made all things 
ready, he could got neither coolies to carry them 
nor soldiers and foot to escort them for lack of 
money, the renters saying that they had none 
owing to the troubles. The renters have 
now been ordered to pay in money. 

Thursday^ August 24 .* — After I had re- 
turned home from the Fort this morning, I 
beard that, when Chanda SA^hib’s son visited 
M. Lally at Karikal, the latter received him 


^ This ramour does not seem to have been urged by d*.Ach^. I 
suppose it to have l)een popularly invented to account for his decision 
to depart. 

* 11th Avanif [.Ba^eie^dnya]. 

^ Lally complained bitterly of Porcher, as incapable and worn-out 
with age, saying that his wife would have done better. 

* 12th Avani^ \^Bahudanya'\, 

33 
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with much kindness, presenting him with a 
girdle, and being pleased to watch his riding a 
horse which he made go round and round in 
circles. They are expected here in four days 
with a few of those who accompanied them 
with their elephants, baggage, etc. 

Friday^ August 25 } — As to-day was the 
King’s Birthday, I went to the Fort at seven 
o’clock this morning with a bouquet. The 
Fort seemed empty and I heard that M. Lally 
had gone to visit M. Soupire and M. d’Ache 
the naval commander. It is usual on the 
King’s Birthday to parade the ti’oops at six 
and fire three salutes of 21 guns each, thrice 
repeated, after the hearing of mass, at the time 
of sitting down to table upstairs, at the time 
of drinking [the King’s] health and in the 
evening. But no salutes were fired at six. 
.When M. Leyrit came upstairs at eight, I paid 
him my respects with a bouquet. For the 
first time lately, he took off his hat, and 
smilingly returned my compliments. Then 
the Second and others came back from visiting 
M. Soupire and M. d’Ache. As to-day was the 
Second’s name-day, I paid him my respects 
with a bouquet, which he received joyfully, 
returning my compliments. Afterwards at 
nine o’clock M. Soupire and M. d’Acho came 


' 13th Arani^ {BahutU!inya\, 
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to the Fort, and all wont to church to hear 
mass, after which the troops were drawn up 
and 21 guns were tired. When all had gone 
upstairs, I paid my rospe(;ts to M. Soupirc 
with a bouquet which ho accepted, returning 
my compliments very joyfully. As to-day 
was my younger brother’s anniversary \ I then 
came home. 

Satm'dat/, August 26 .- — I hoard that a coach 
and six had been sent to meet M. Lally on his 

way. 

Monday., August 28 .^ — At six o’clock this 
morning, I heard that M. Lally who reached 
the Fort in a coach and six at throe o’clock 
this morning, was asleep in a room in the 
Oouvernenient and that M. Loyrit and othei-s 
wore waiting to visit him on his awakening. 
As I must also visit him, I immediately went 
to the Qouvernement ; but the Europeans there 
came to me and said that as M. Lally was 
asleep, M. Leyrit had ordered no Tamils to be 
admitted upstairs but that I might go and see. 
I replied, ‘ As M. Lally is asleep, and M. Loyrit 
has not allowed any of the councillors to visit 
him, what is the use of my going now ? ’ I 
waited at the sorting-godown. As M. Lally 

' He died September 8, 1754. Thene anniveraaries are determined 
by the phase of the moon , and so need not fall on the same day of the 
solar year. ^ 

• 14th Avani, Bahnddnya, 

* leth Avani, Bahuddnya. 
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was still asleep at eleven, no one visited him, 
and M. Delarche and the rest went home one 
by one. Thinking that it was useless for me 
to remain, I also came home. 

Afterwards the Comte de Montmorency 
sent word to mo by his dub&sh that he would 
visit me at my house at ton o’clock to- 
night. I agreed and dismissed the dubash. 
Accordingly at ten at night, the Comte de 
Montmorency came to my house and said, ‘ I 
spoke to M. Lally about you and your petition 
and the accounts, and he promised on his 
return to read your petition and examine your 
accounts. 1 shall be busy to-morrow and the 
day after, but I will take you to him afterwards, 
and we will confer with him privately so that 
your interview may not be known. You had 
better tell him plainly what you have given 
•to M. Leyrit, the councillors and command- 
ants.’ I replied, ‘ I have already given him 
accounts of all that is owing to mo ; but if 
I go to the Gouvernement and speak to him in 
his room, will not M. Leyrit who is there know 
of it ? ’ He answered that he would so arrange 
that M. Leyrit should not know it, and then 
departed. This is the news. 

Tuesday^ Augmt 29 } — Being unwell, I 
stayed at home this morning. M. Boyelleau 


* nth Avani, Bahuddmya. 
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sent word that he wished to see me this 
evening. When I went, he said, ‘ As the 
Comte de Montmorency told you yesterday, he 
came to my house at four o’clock ; he said 
that he had spoken to M. G6d6 ' about you and 
the letter, and that he would bring him to my 
house at eight o’clock to-morrow night, and 
then departed, telling me to bo ready with you. 
So come to my house at eight o’clock to-morrow 
night.’ I agreed and came home. 

Wednendat/^ AiiguM SO? — I, M. Lally, M. 
de Montmorency and M. Boyolleau conversed 
at M. Boyelloau’s house [ ]. 

This morning I sent for Ram&ji Pandit 
telling him to have all the accounts ready ; I 
then went to the Fort and returned home at 
ten. Bamaji Pandit was ready with the 
accounts which he had got written by the 
European, M. Clegg. In- the evening at half- 
past six I went to M. Boyelleau’s house. He 
was alone having sent his wife and the rest to 
M. [Bourdier ?]’s house. On my arrival, he 
told mo to wait upstairs while he went out 
and took a walk with the other people. I 
waited upstairs in an unlit room where 
four chairs were sot close together. At half- 
past seven, all three — M. Boyelloau, M. Lally 
and M. le Comte de Montmorency — entered 


^ L«lly mucit be intended. 


* t8ih Avani, [Bahuddnnya], 
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under cover of the darkness. I could not 
clearly see M. Lally who wore a black coat 
and held a walking stick ; but recognized 
him by his bright Cross worn high on the 
right breast, and by his voice. I paid my 
respects, and he returned his compliments. I 
then went aside ; but M. Boyelleau called me. 
When I approached, M. Lally said, ‘ Sit down. 
Monsieur Ranga Pillai.’ I sat down beside 
him. Then M. Lally said, ‘ M . Dupleix has 
lost everything. Since his return home ho 
has borrowed 50,000 rupees, having spent all 
his money in pursuit of glory. M. Godeheu 
was wrong to persecute and imprison PA-payya 
Pillai, M. Dupleix ’ man, as he had a release 
bond from M. Dupleix. M. Leyrit says that 
Monsieur Ranga Pillai owes him 18 lakhs of 
rupees.’ M. Boyelleau said, ‘ M. Dupleix 
returned homo with great wealth, and P&payya 
Pillai behaved with great injustice here. 
Monsieur Rangappan has brought his petition 
to you along with accounts of the money due 
to him from M. Leyrit and you may learn 
everything from them.’ M. Lally replied, 

‘ There is no need to look into them. I will 
settle his business ; but let me have an account 
of what M. Leyrit and others owe him, and I 
will see to the rest.’ He then rose and took me 
aside, and, patting me<on the back, said, ‘ Give 
me an account, and I will beat them like the 
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dogs that they are, and make them tremble at 
the sight of you.’ He then resumed his seat, 
jVi. Boyelleau took the papers to M. Lally and 
asked him to read them. M. Lally replied, 
‘ Need I read them ? Let me have the account 
I desire and I will settle his business.’ He 
again patted me on the back, and asked the 
revenue of the country in rupees. I replied, 
‘ The revenue of the countiy is ly lakhs ; that 
of Tiruvannamalai now acquired 3,30,000, and 
that of Devanampattanam 13,000 pagodas.’ — 
‘ What is the revenue of the Devikottai 
country?’ he asked. ‘ That I do not know,’ 1 
replied. Patting me on the back, he again 
desired me to give him an account and wont 
out into the darkness. I took leave of M. 
Boyelleau and came homo, 

Thurnday^ Augunt 31} — I wont to the 
Second’s this morning, and in the course of 
tlie conversation, he spoke indifEerontly about 
the letters to be despatched to Europe. On my 
asking why he did so, he replied, ‘ The Com- 
pany will bo ruined and we too.’ I did not 
like asking him why ho said this, so I took 
leave and returned home at ton. 

Afterwards I heard that there had been a 
long discussion in full council ‘ till noon, and 


* I9th Avani, [St^ud'hiya^- 

* Lally held a Council of war which discnsiied d'Ach^*a departure. 
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that B4machandra Bfto, B4pu E&o and the 
Tamils were to be asked to pay what they 
owe according to the accounts to be written 
up. It is said that on the news of M. Bussy 
and M. Moracin’s return from the north with 
their troops to attack Madras, the English 
horse and foot in Karunguli, Chingleput, etc. 
places have been recalled to Madras.* The 
messengers from Mahe who delivered letters 
to the Governor this evening say they heard 
from a ship’s captain that a Europe ship had 
reached Mah4 and that eleven more were 
expected, and that the Governor had read the 
letters. 


*They were only sent out to prevent reinforcements from being 
sent to the Southward and were recalled as soon as Lally retreated 
from Tanjore. 
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SEPTEMBER 1758. 

Friday^ September 1 } — T wont to the 
Second’s this morning, but, as ho had gone out, 
I went to the house of M. Boyolleau who 
asked if I had seen the Comte do Mont- 
morency. I said T had not, and asked him what 
he thought of ]M. Lally’s words. ‘ I do not 
know what to think,’ ho replied. I then asked 
him about letters to be sent to Europe by the 
ships. ‘ I know nothing about it,’ ho said. 
Thinking that ho must have been annoyed at 
M. Lally’s taking mo aside and talking to mo, 
I took leave and came homo. 

After I had come home, Gopalakrishnayyau 
said ho had hoard from the Comte do Mont- 
morency’s dubash that M Ijally had decided 
in council to give tlio country management to 
mo. 

Saturday, Srpteuiber 2} I visited the 
Second at his house this morning. He gave 
mo the Europe letters that he had had written 
by his writer. 

I then asked the news, and ho said, 

‘ M. Lally was unspeakably angry yesterday 
afternoon in the couiK*il, and he decided that 
M. Jjcyrit was not to sign or manage anything. 


.■{4 


20th Avani,, \^Dahndftmfn'\, 
iilst A rani f l^liahwi'unfal. 
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but that everything should be signed and 
managed by himself, so that now M. Leyrit 
is no more than I am.’ I then took leave 
and came homo. 

Afterwards T sent a shield and a dagger by 
Gopalakrishnayyan to bo given to the Comte 
do Montmorency who had asked for them, and 
who is about to embark. I got the letters 
sealed in the evening, and ordered a copy of 
the letter and account which I gave to M. Lally 
to be written and given to the Comte de 
Montmorency who has gone on board. 

Sunday, September — Ten Europe ships 
sailed for Europe this morning. The Comte 
do Montmorency was on board the Comte de 
Provence. I also hoar that M. Clouet has 
taken ship for Mascarcigne, 

Then I wont to the Fort and paid my 
respects to M. Lally the General who, after 
returning my compliments, went to church. 
M. Leyrit, who always used to head the proces- 
sion®, walked behind the rest looking very 
sour. Since yesterday all orders have been 
signed by M. Lally. Eaza SAhib marched to the 
army yesterday. M. Soupiro is not marching 
to-day, but it is said that he will to-morrow. 
I returned homo at ton. 

^ 22nd Avanit {Ihihndanifti^ 

^ Apparently this custom, which Governor Pitt had tried in vain 
to preserve at Madras (Hedge's Diary iii, 101), had survived at 
Pondichery. 
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I heard this evening that the coin obtained 
from the Dutch ship, as weighed off in the 
mint, proved to be 2,33,000 rupees’ weight of 
pure silver in coins from Donibay, Basra, Goa 
and Surat, and 23,900 pagodas’ weight of gold, 
mostly in coins struck with human figures 9-| 
fine, the total value being 3| lakhs [of rupees] 

I also hoar that the Europeans and others are 
being asked to provide money for the 
expenses, and that M. Bussy who sent a hnndi 
for three lakhs of rupees', is marching on 
Madras. I gave presents to Kasuva BAja, 
who had sent me presents besides granting 
Nesanur, and to AnnaswAmi Ayyangar ; 1 
also gave in charity to GopalayyangAr (Anna- 
swami Aj’^yangar’s man) property in Nesanur 
yielding 12 pagodas besides broadcloth. I 
then dismissed them all, after giving presents 
to my Kanda Pillai and tlioso who accom- 
panied them. This is the news. 

Mondatf^ S('pteinb(‘r 4 } — When I went to the 
Fort this morning, I heard that no one was 
being allowed upstairs, and that M. Ijjilly the 
General and M. l^icyrit were in two different 
rooms, so I waited at the sorting-godowii till 
ten and then came home. 

I drove out in a carriage this evening and 
returned home at seven. Afterwards I heard 

^ The amnunt wa8 1 i lakhs. See above p. 220 note, 

‘ SSrti Avwti, ] Bahtidanifo,], 
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that Chanda Sahib’s son and ’Ali Naqi accom- 
panying M. Saubinct’s troops were marching to 
M, Soupiro’s camp westwards by TiruvannA- 
malai and Chetpattu, and that M. Soupire had 
marched northwards at four o’clock this 
evening by way of my ayruhuratti. 

Tuasdat/, September o.' — This morning I 
wont to the Fort and waited at the sorting- 
godown till eleven ; but M. Lally the General 
did not come out of his room. 

Afterwards I heard that M. Bussy and 
M. Moracin had reached Nolloro on their way 
to Madras and that, on learning this, M. I^ally 
had written to M. Soupire and Ibiza Sahib 
asking them to come and confer with him, 
before ordering them and M. Saubinet to 
march with their troops upon Madras. 

Europeans say that Europe letters receiv- 
ed by way of Surat report that, in a naval 
battle between the English and the French, 
flve English ships wore sunk and the other 
nine taken by the French, that eleven 
French ships are coming hither, and that 
arrangements have been made to acquire the 
silver, gold, copper, redwood and teak planks 
and beams found on the Dutch ships in the 
roads hereabouts. I then came home. 


^ 2dth Acant, IBahudihtffa^, 
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I drove out in tlio evening and, when I 
was resting in niy palankin in the tamarind 
tope outside the Fort, a soldier who was very 
drunk, came towards me with his sword 
drawn ; Oopalakrishnay \’^an and others wont oflf 
in terror ; but I remained in my palankin and 
asked him to show me his sword-exercise. 
Although ho was entirely drunk, he showed 
mo due respect, playing with his sword for 
about an hour. When I returned in my palan- 
kin, he went in front of me playing with his 
sword, but, when we reached the gate, his sword 
was seized and he was beaten and imprisoned. 

After 1 had returned home, I heard that a 
Dutch sloop had come in this evening and put 
ashore four or live Europeans. 1 think that 
she must have been sent by tlic Negapatam 
authorities about the .seizure of their ships. 

I examined Nasir Jang’s rupees brought to 
the mint from the Negapatani ship. They 
bear a Persian inscription meaning ‘ May (lod 
preserve justice in my country,’ which is 
called chhdp just as the Pondichory 

rupees bear the inscription called ‘ Arcot.’ I 
ordered those two coins to be kc])t in a box. 


* As far as 1 can ascertain, the coin is unknown. Ratij^a Pillai is 
unlikely to have made a mistake in this matter ; and if he may be 
trusted, Nasir Jang did not follow the usual Nizami policy of preserv- 
ing all outwiu'd marks of dependence on Delhi. 
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Wednesday^ September 6 .^ — I heard this 
evening that it had been decided in council this 
afternoon that Rango Pandit should maintain 
500 troopers and 1,000 foot, with the Tiruviti 
Panchmahals and Sivapattanam as a jaghir. 

I also hoard that, as M. Desvaux had given 
in a letter saying that he wished to give up 
the country, M. La Selle had been entrusted 
with the management ; and that Raza Sahib 
(Chanda SA,hib’s son) and ’Ali Naqi Stihib 
had returned according to M. Lally’s orders. 

The Second said that the council met to 
consider Rango Pandit’s 

I'htirsdciy, iSeptemher 7.® — When I went to 
the Second’s this morning, ho said, ‘ In the 
council which was hold yesterday afternoon, 
it was decided that the Tiruviti Panchniahals 
and Sivapattanam should be given as a jaghir 
to Rango Pandit ; there was also some talk 
about the country management, during which 
your accounts were mentioned. M. Lally said 
that, though M. Loyrit claimed 18 lakhs as 
duo to him from you, you claimed largo sums 
from the Company, and he asked why your 
account was still unsettled. I observed that 
that was true, that I had lent you 20,000 
rupees on the security of the country manage- 
ment, that I had not recovered anything. 


aiith Acani^ \ BahudaHyii]^ 
Avanij [^Bakuddnya], 
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either principal or interest, and that, although 
you had given in your accounts a year ago, 
they were still unsettled. M. Lally asked why 
this was so ; I replied that M. Lenoir who had 
had them, had not settled them. He went on 
to say that tlie accounts should bo settled by 
M. La Solle and M. Duplant. 1 replied that, as 
money was due to me, I should liave a say in 
the matter ; then I came away. You need not 
therefore be anxious, but send mo word of 
what happens when you are sent for and 
questioned.’ M. La Sello then came, and tlio 
Secon<i asked him about my accounts. The 
other replied that M. Duplai.t would bo busy 
for the next four or five days, and that they 
would examine the accounts afterwards. The 
Second answered, ‘ You must do justice ; other- 
wise I shall interfere, as money is owing to 
me.’ T then took leave and came homo. 

Afterwards I hoard that SavarirAya Pi 11a i 
had summoned the amnldars tolling all of 
them to co.no as ho had given up the whole 
country, and then introduced tliom to M. La 
Selle, who told them that ho had M. Lally’s 
orders to get bullocks, sheep, and aramds 
‘paramci^ from them until the English troubles 


^ Explained ap, Wilaon's Glossary as gratuitous assistance afforded 
to respectable persons cultivating lent-free lands. If that explana- 
tion is correct, the phrase was evidently used in a very loose way 
in Southern India. 
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were over, and that they must pay the country 
revenue including the arrears and produce 
accounts. The anialddrs agreed. Savarirayan 
. told them that they might pay according to 
his account until their people apjjearod, and 
ordered them to give nazars to M. La Sello 
to-morrow, whereon all departed. 

I also hoard that M. Lally the General, who 
drove out in a carriage to Alambarai,. salaamed 
the people at m}’^ agraharam on being told that 
it was mine ; at KAlappattu the gardener 
supplied him with young coconuts, which 
M. Lally accepted, giving him two fanams and.' 
telling him to convey his salaams to mo ; ho'^ 
then wont to Kunimedu, whore a meal of roast 
beef was made ready for him, after which ho 
went on. 

I told hamanji Pandit to have all accounts 
ready. • !• 

Copy of the panvana granted to llango. 
Pandit for Tiruviti Panchmahal, etc., by 
Maharaja Eajasri Thomas Arthur Monsieiir. 
Lally Sahib Avargal, King’s Commandour, 
Grand Cross of St. Louis, and King’s Coun-' 
cillor who has been api^ointod master of the* 
King’s dominions in India : — ; * 

Having learnt that llango Pandit is ihe* 
gi'oatest of the sardArs and has won glory, . I 
hereby appoint him in the King’s service wi^li < 
power to maintain 500 horse and 500 foot whcK 
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shall receive pay from the Company like 
Ahe Carnatic troops. He shall abide by the 
perms of the deed granting him a lease of 
Tiruviti, etc. Dated September 6, 1758, and 
signed by M. Lally at Pondichery. 

Friday, September 8 } — When I was at homo, 

I heard that the ten Europe ships i*cturning 
to Europe had appeared in the Madias roads 
where they fired upon the sloops there, and 
rained shot upon the fort and the town, after 
which they appeared off .^Vlambarai. But I 
think this is false nows. . 

I hoar that my man, Vela Mutta Pillai, at 
• KarikAl, Muttayyan, the renter of Tirumal- 
rAyapattanam, and Wandiwash Tiruvengada 
Pillai’s son presented a petition to the Chief 
of KArikal, requesting an abatement as tliey 
had suffered losses through the plunder of the 
country ; yesterday M. Leyrit received their 
petition, which the Chief of KArikal had sent 
'.up with a packet of letters by catamaran- 
people ; but, packet of M. Lally’s letters 

‘was not found, and the catamaran-iioople 
being questioned replied that they had lost 
jt at sea, they were imprisoned. 

sent bread, butter, wine, fruit, sugar- 
candy, sugar, etc., to ray agrahdram for the use 
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of M. Lally the General Avargal to-day or 
to-morrow on his way back from Alambarai. 

Saturday^ September 9 } — I returned home 
from the Fort at ten o’clock this morning ; in 
the evening I heard that M. Lally the Genera] 
Avargal had asked for the horse-guards and 
soldiers at Pondichery to be sent, and that 

A 

they had set out for Alambarai. 

Sunday^ September 10 } — When I was at the 
sorting-godown at the Fort this morning, 
I heard that M. Mainvillc, RajagopAla Nayak- 
kan, and Param^nanda Pillai had been sent 
to Mysore for horse and foot and 40 lakhs for 
expenses. On September 6 in the matter of 
country management, it was resolved that M. 
Desvaux should have nothing more to do with 
the accounts or aramds paramds, but that these 
should bo managed by M. Duplant and M. La 
Selle ; but I hear that to-day the council 
decided that these should be managed by M. 
Duplant, M. La Selle and M. Earth^lemy — three 
persons in all— jointly and not severally. 
Afterwards I came homo. 

The note received from my agrahdram this 
evening says that M. Lally has left Alambarai 
for Wandiwash. 




• 99th Avjtni, Bakuddnya. 
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* When I went to the Fort this morning, M. 
Leyrit was in his room upstairs. When I, M. 
Guillard and five or six Europeans were in the 
sorting-godown, M. Guillard asked why he too 
could not have a share in managing the 
country along with M. Duplant, M. La Selle 
and M. Barthelemy who had been ajipointed 
on the 29tli.® ‘ Why not ? ’ I replied. He 
continued, ‘ M. Lally is a very bad-tempered 
man who will not brook the least delay in 
supplying cattle and men and money from 
the country, and so there will be troubles. So 
perhaps better not.’ I replied, ‘ Nothing worse 
would happen to you than to the others, so 
why do you hesitate ? If anything liappencd, 
the country might be divided into four parts.’ 
M. Guillard replied, ‘ True ; but there is no 
council to-day ; when it meets to-morrow or 
the day after, I shall be present.’ 

In the course of the conversation they said 
‘The Dutch speak of a news- writer’s i*eport 
that the French King sent one of his cousins 
with 10,000 horse and 30,000 soldiers who 
surrounded the King of England’s son and 
25,000 soldiers in an English fort ; they shelled 
it until the English could resist no longer but 
capitulated,'* so that the prince with his 25,000 

* I think a date-heading haa heeii omitted here. 

2 29th Avaiii, Septemlier 10. 

” Ihe capitulation of the Duke of Cumberland at Klosterscven in 
Hanover. 
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men, has been carried prisoners to Paris, the 
capital of Franco. The present English King, 
who has been on the throne for 50 years,^ 
before his accession ruled the country and 
fort of Hanovor, until, 50 years ago, the English 
King who then reigned in London (the capital 
of England), was murdered by the people and 
the present King set on the throne ; but he 
continued to possess the country of Hanover 
with its fort. The French King sent the 
murdered English King’s grandson, who was 
with him, with able ministers and agents, 
troopers, soldiers and munitions of war ; and 
they have captured the country and fort of 
Hanover, and set him up as King, and ho will 
be taken to London and made King there also 
when the English King has been defeated. 
When the 14 English men-of-war attacked the 
French, iivo of them were sunk and the 
remaining nine taken. Moreover Nidad&ni, 
etc. countries belonging to the King of Prussia, 
have boon taken by the French with the 
slaughter of many of the King’s people.’ 

At eleven o’clock when I wanted to go 
home, a European came and asked mo for some 
tcakwood. I told him that I could spare none. 


* A curious aiiialgam«ition of the first two Georges, like the confu- 
sion of Charles I and James II below. 

- NUhuluu apparently means the Netherlands, though not in 
Frederick’s dominions. 
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as I wanted it for my house. replied, ‘ I 
have all the timber and stone at Devanam- 
pattanam, and I will let you have them cheap 
or exchange timber for timber.’ — ‘Very well,’ 
I replied, and then came home. 

1 heard to-day that Bavariraya Pillai had 
been ordered to got cattle, fowls and every- 
thing ready against M. Lally’s arrival. 

I also hear that the English abandoned 
Chinglcput as soon as Al. Boupirc crossed the 
Palar and apprpachcd, and that the French are 
strengtlioning Chingleput, Jvarunguli and 
Chotpattu forts which they have taken, and 
that, when they took Tiruvannamalai, Chen- 
gama, etc. places, they had put all the people 
at Tiruvannamalai to the sword. 

Friday, Sf'pleniber lH ? — When I went to the 
Fort this morning, 1 heard that M. Leyrit, the 
Governor, was alone in his room, so I wont to 
the sorting-godown where I found M. Guil- 
lard, M. Lfi Greneo and M. Clouet. They wore 
saying that, in the council hold on the 25th 
of last month, “ it was decided to give the 
country management to M. Lenoir ; but M. 
Boyclleau observed, ‘ M. Godeheu’s nominee 
should bo continued ; M. Desvaux has been 
managing the country for two years and has 

» Std Vuraltdii, Bahwlunua, * 25th Avani, September 0. 
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learnt the business, but if M. Lenoir be given 
the management, it will take him three 
months to learn the state of affairs, and 
consequently no cattle, rice, or provisions will 
come in.’ This angered M. Lenoir who replied 
that they must consider him very ignorant or 
incapable ; and, in consequence of their quarrel, 
neither M. Boyelloau nor M. Lenoir attended 
the council of the 10th. Before his departure, 
M. Lally visited M. Boyelleau and talked with 
him upstairs for about two hours ; so at 3 'ester- 
day’s council only M. Boyelloau was present. 
M. Clouet then said, ‘ In j'^esterday’s council, 
M. Irfilly offered to beat and kick M. Leyrit 
about a hundred times, but in spite of all this, 
M. Leyrit does nothing. Can M. Leyrit live 
for a thousand years ? I do not think hO; can 
bo a true Frenchman, else he never could have 
borne it. After such insults to one who has 
been Governor here, ho should at least have 
declared that he would return to Europe, or 
since ho is a servant of the King, have faced 
death.’ M. La Grence said, ‘ The Company is 
gone, and Pondichcry is like a bird that has 
lost a wing, and, being unable to fly with the 
other, must perish in spite of every effort. 
M. Lally respects nobody, but beats, abuses or 
otherwise disgraces them ; so that sixteen 
officers have gone home by the ship which 
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sailed for Europe, and others say that they 
will do the same.’ I came home at eleven. 

Afterwards I heard the following news : — 
When M. Lally reached Wandiwash on his way 
from Utramallflr, Taqi Sahib gave him a 
nazar of six rupees,^ a dross of honour worth 
500 rupees and a chain and a tiirra worth six 
rupees each. M. Lally was pleased at this ; 
they exchanged head-dresses, and declared 
themselves brothers. 

I hear that Periyanna Mudali went to 
Valudavhr on learning of his* approach, and 
that the amalddr of Wandiwash gave him a 
nazar of 100 pagodas with which he was much 
pleased. 

I also hoard that the St, Paul’s priests told 
the Superior * that ho was hearkening to foolish 
words and devoting himself to political affairs 
which could only lead to the loss of the church 
revenues, that ho was wrong to behave thus 
instead of preaching, that he might do as ho 
wished, but that they would choose another 
Superior and thus seek the path of salvation^ 
that his conduct had alienated M. Loyrit, 
M. Desvaux and others, and that the result 
would be evil. The Superior replied that they 
were right and that he would behave differ- 
ently in future. 

^ Both here and below perhaps 600 should be understood. 

■ Lally's. 

■ Lavaur. 
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I also hear that P^payya Pillai is spreading 
a rumour that M. Soupire has written to him 
promising him the management of the new 
countries, and that ,hc has sent his man 
Krishna Ri\o to M. Soupire with a palankin. 

\^SatMrd<iy\ September IQ} — When I was 
in the sorting-godown at the Fort this morning, 
I heard tiiat M. Loyrit and M. Royolleau were 
talking confidentially in the innermost room. 

I hoar that the King’s six men-of-war with 
3,000 soldiers have reached Mascareigno, but 
that a small frigate sent back here with the 
ships’ commissioner who is in charge of the 
ships’ things and keeps accounts, with Europe 
letters and to report the nows hero, has 
been captured by the English ^ ; he however 
threw the letters into the sea and arrived here 
with others to-day, after giving their parole 
to the ship’s captain. 

Sunday, September 17 .^ — When I went to 
the Fort this morning, I heard at the sorting- 
godown that yesterday Leyrit and M. Boycl- 
leau talked confidentially till noon ; that) 
when M. Lally the General Avargal visited 
Wandiwash and other places, ho told several 
people that they need not render accounts of 


^ 4th Ptiraltthi, Bahwhhtya, 

■ This probably alludes to the capture of the JRubis already 
mentioned, p. 248 supm. 

^ 6th Piirattdsit [Bahtuldtiya], 
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the Tents paid or *the balance to any one but 
himself, that they should even give him the 
accounts which they had already given to 
others, that he would not tell anybody of this, 
and that they also should toll no one, and that 
they might raise horse and seize all the 
country they could, the cost of which he 
would pay on their rendering accounts ; it is 
also said that, on the complaint of Wandiwash 
B&malinga Ayyan that the commandant 
refused to do as he was told, the latter has 
been removed and another appointed. After- 
wards I came home. 


36 




382 


TBM DUBT OP 


[Jan* 2S« 


JANUARY 1769. 

Tuesday, January 23 } — There is news from 
Madras that Muhammad ’Ali KhA,n’s son who 
was in the fort has been killed by our fire and 
that all the Tamils and principal Europeans 
with their women have quitted it.* 

Wednesday, Ja/nuary 24 } — Loads of horse- 
gram, etc., of which our troops are in need are 
being despatched to-day to Madras, so bullocks 
and men are being seized for this purpose. 
There is no other important news. 

Saturday, January 27 } — A small French 
vessel which was sent up with powder and 
shot to Madras returned to-day with 200 
wounded men and officers. One of these, an 
officer, was brought ashore chained hand and 
foot, with his face covered.* He was shut up 
in the dungeon. One of the officers’ writers, 
who came to my house, said that he could not 
identify the man, or tell me his name, but 
that he would enquire and inform me later. 

^ 14ih Tai, Bahudanya. 

* Lally sat down before Fort St. George on December 14. 
Malleson (p. 537) misdates it. 

* 15th Tai, Bahuddnya, 

* ISth Tat, BdhwUhtya. 

A 1 do not know other references to this circumstance. If Ranga 
Pillai was correctly informed, it may have been connected with the 
intrigues which Lally believed were being carried on against him* 
Cf. his M&moire, p. 111. 
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M. Saubinet is said to be dead/ Do Tille- 
court,® the commandant of the Regiment de 
LorroAne and a few other officers are also said 
to have been killed. Mr. Caillaud* from 
Madura and the Muhammadan Yusuf Kh&n, 
having visited ’Abd-ul-wah4b Kh^n at Chan- 
dragiri, captured Tiruvallhr and other places 
with the help of some military and 300 horse, 
and then marched to Poonamallee. M. Lally 
sent M. Maudave* with 200 soldiers, M. Hussy’s 
Kallars, the Kallars attached to the German 
Hussars and a few sepoys to oppose their ad- 
vance. The English in the fort are determined 
to resist to the last, and not to surrender 
even though the walls are destroyed or 
scaled. Mr. Pigot, Mr. Lawrence and others 
among them mot in council and signed a paper 
to this effect. Europeans say that part of the 
northern works has been brought down, fetch- 
ing the curtain with it, that bur people have 
occupied the covered way, and that, in two or 
three days, the French flag will be hoisted in 
the fort. They say too that M. Lally fell in a 

^ In December, though desperately wounded, he was expected to 
recover {Journal of the Siege, p. 148) ; but in January Lally was 
despairing of his life (Leyrit’s Memoire, p. 283), and his wound 
proved fatal. 

* He will be found mentioned at the references noted above. 

^ Banga Pillai is mistaken ; Achilles Preston was the officer com- 
manding this detachment at the moment. Caillaud did not receive 
the command till February 7 {Siege Diary, p. 285). 

* Orme, ii, 40 X 9 mentions Soupire as in command* 




284 


TBW DIAUr 09 


[Jah.'27 


rage with M. Maudave for failing to scale the 
walls and capture Chingleput 15 days ago 
when it was defended by only 100 or 150 sepoys. 

I heard this evening that M. Leyrit sent 
for M. Miran about his dispute with M. 
Desvaux over the total collections in the Tindi- 
vanam, etc. pargannahs, and told him angrily 
that Krishna PAo had seized the country be- 
cause of his [Miran’s] carelessness. M . Miran 
replied, ‘ It is your duty to keep troops to 
protect the country and mine only to manage 
it. The villages under Villiyanallhr and 
Valud&vdr taluks and even the country right 
up to the Pondichery gates have been seized 
because you paid no heed to them. In these 
circumstances, what wonder if the country 
leased to me seven or eight leagues away is 
lost ? ’ This only made M. Leyrit the more 
•angry with M. Miran. 

Sunday^ Januxiry 28 ? — I hear that talaiyari 
peons and the Company’s peons are breaking 
into houses and shops and carrying away 
pestles, mortars, grind-stones and boxes of 
nut ; and that other like mischief is being 
done. 

Wednesday^ January 31 ? — I heard secret 
news this evening that the ship which sadled 
from here with shot, powder, provisions, etc., 


^ 19th Taij Bahudcinffa^ 


* 2Snd Tai, Bahuddnya* 
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"had returned and anchored this evening in the 
roads after landing 60 wounded ; the leaders 
who were sent here in irons with their faces 
covered, and who have been shut up separately 
in the dungeon by the West Gate because M. 
Lally had found proofs of their sending letters 
to the English, consist of M. le Chevalier 
de La Faro, Chambois, and a third whoso name 
is not known. I hear that M. [ ] was 

previously sent hero in the same way. I shall 
make further enquiries about it. 

I also hear that this ship has brought much 
plunder from Madras, and that people on the 
roads say that many things are being brought 
by road by Pariahs, Europeans and others.^ 


^ Lally makes the same statement and tolls Leyrit that he should 
have seized it on its arrival. Leyrit replied that it consisted of 
articles of great bulk and little value. Lally to Leyrit, February 
11, 1759, and answer of February 14 (Leyrit’s Memoire^ pp. 290 and 
293.) 
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FEBRUARY 1759. 

Thursday, February 1 ? — I hear that, al- 
though an English squadron of nine ships has 
reached Galle and Colombo, contrary winds 
and currents will prevent it from coming to 
the assistance of the English at Madras, as 
this is their time of misfortune ; the ships can 
only arrive when the south winds begin about 
PangunP, and before then, our people will have 
captured Madras. 

Friday, February 2 ? — At eleven o’clock to- 
day, Guntur Narasinga Chotti and Rangappa 
Chotti told Kandappa Mudali that, although 
Krishna R5,o’s people were cutting the harvest 
in the villages under Villiyanalldr, no sepoys 
had been sent to prevent them, and that tkoy 
could do nothing, not having boon supplied 
with sepoys, powder or shot and that therefore 
they could not pay.* Kandappa Mudali dis- 
missed them saying that he was helpless as 
the Governor had said nothing when he was 
told of this. I hear that Kdmuttis are very 
anxious and are saying that they cannot 
prosper in this unsettled state of things. 

Saturday, February 5.® — I hoard this after- 
noon that M. du Bausset and live or six Euro- 
peans had discussed matters with M. Loyrit 

^ 23rd Tai, Bahuddntfu, * March-April. 

* 24th Tai, Baliuihbtya^ * Sc* the rent. 

^ 23th Tai^ Bahudmya* 
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and then departed. There is no other import- 
ant news. 

Some officers said to-night that an English 
frigate bringing news to Madras was chased 
and driven out to sea by our ship which was 
carrying powder and shot, and a sloop which 
was in the roads, but that when our ships had 
returned, the English ship put back to the 
coast, and the 200 men on board her wont to 
Mr. Pigot and reported news to him as soon as 
they had landed.^ 

Sunday^ February 4 } — I sent Mdlugiri 
Chotti this morning to Savarir^ya Pillai to 
find out why ho had not visited mo as ho had 
promised. M^lugiri Chetti returned with a 
message from Savariraya Pillai saying that ho 
would come presently. About half an hour 
after, when I was sitting on my carpet in the 
hall, Savarir&ya Pillai came accordingly and 
stood before mo. I asked him to sit, and, 
after sending away Seshayyangar, M61ugiri 
Chotti, and five or six others who wore there, 
I asked Savarirtiya Pillai the news. After 
tolling mo in detail the atrocities committed 
by M. Miran in the management,’* ho added, 

^ The English vessel was the Shaftenbriry. She brought 31 sick 
men of the King's troops from Bombay, and news that six companies 
of Draper's regiment with the squadron had been off Ceylon on 
January 7. Siege Diary ^ p. 73. 

^ 26th Tai, Bahudthiya. • 

” Beading amul for abil. 
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‘ Krishna K&o has seized the country up to the 
Bound-hedge, carried ofE the crops, and sent 
Mutta Pillai of the dancing-girl’s caste as 
sard4r, with guns and an army, to drive away 
the Villupuram man who fled in fear to Gin- 
gee. If the times are such as to permit a 
dancing-girl’s son to wield the power of sard&r, 
surely affairs will prosper ! Many matters 
have been ruined in the like manner.’ When 
he had thus spoken of the feeble conduct of 
business, I asked him the contents of the 
letters. He said, ‘ I only heard what my enemy 
said, and made no reply. I do not know why 
you ask such a question. I sent S&mayyan- 
g&r (S6shayyang&r’s son) to you to get the 
letter translated into Tamil, but you returned it 
saying that nobody was on your side and that 
my uncle’s son had gone to Valud&vhr. [ 

]•’ 

Tuesday^ February 6 } — I hear that on a 
cowlo from M, Lally at Madras, une trouppe 
hussar de autrement 2,000 Pathd>n horse .and - as 
many foot are coming from Cuddapah and 
those parts. 

There are signs of the southerly wind. 

Wednesday^ February 7.® — Up to eleven 
o’clock [to-night] "the only news is that on 
M. du Bausset’s report to M. Leyrit of Krishna 


^ UBih Tai^ Bahnddnya, 


* 29th Tai, Bahuddnya. 
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B3.o’s people reaping the harvest in the Valu- 
d&vhr country, which is M. Dupleix’ jaghir, 
orders were given to the Villiyanallhr com- 
mandant to drive away the people from the 
several places ; he accordingly rode to Nellik- 
kuppam, etc. villages, and burnt Akkal 
Nayakkan’s jungles, etc. Thus our own people 
as well as the enemy destroy the crops, burn 
houses and cause other damage. 

Thursda t/, February 8 } — I have been hearing 
for the last ten days that the wealthy people 
in the town, including the Christians, are 
sending their goods secretly to Negapatam and 
Tranquebar, and that for the past month people 
have been going away on the pretext of 
visiting BUmdsvaram.® Now I hear that people 
are either not allowed to go out with their 
goods or asked to show their passes. 

Monday^ February 12 ? — At nine o’clock 
to-day, I heard that certain Europeans, MattM 
Roddi (the Masulipatam dub^sh; and M. Mora- 
cin were talking of the following nows : — On 
Friday the first of Mdsi* ’Abd-ul-wah4b KhS.n, 
his balchahi Muhammad Isarat Khan, Muham- 
mad Yusuf Kh4n, the commandant of Madura 
who has come from Trichinopoly, Mr. Caillaud, 


' 30th Taiy Bahmldnya. 

• Cf. Leyrit to Lally, February 28, 1769 (Leyrit’s MAmoire^ p. 
’ 4th Mdai, Bahmldnya, 

* February 9. 
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the commandant of the Trichinopoly fort, and 
his lieutenant Mr. Hamson who had gone from 
here — all on the side of the English — ^marched 
with 1,500 horse, 3,000 foot, 2,000 military and 
100 or 150 Europeans against the French troops 
that have been attacking the fort in four divi- 
sions for the past month ; the latter were 
obliged by want of provisions to retreat and 
take up a position at St. Thomas’ Mount ; 
thereon M. Lally^ himself advanced the same 
day to repel them, not trusting his subordi- 
nates who were incapable and always giving 
trouble, with 1,500 soldiers, horse, M. St. 
Germain [?] and others, the German Hussars, 
500 European troopers, 1,000 or 1,.500 Moghul 
troopers, and 2,000 or 2,500 foot in four 
divisions ; he surrounded the enemy’s troops 
at St. Thomas’ Mount and attacked them on 
■ all sides, scattering and inflicting heavy losses 
on them, killing about 400 horses, 800 men 
and 100 or 1,50 European soldiers. M. Aumont 
having seized Mr. Caillaud, formerly com- 
mandant of Trichinopoly, demanded his ring ; 
but the latter, saying that he would give it 
him, seized his pistol ; M. Aumont, however, 
got the mastery and shot the other dead with 
the pistol, and took the ring on his hand and 


1 Not Lally himself, but his relative, Colonel Michel Lally, 
Orme, ii, 443. 
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the mohurs, etc., in his bag. Moreover the 
Madura commandant Muhammad Yusuf 
Khan’s head was cut off and shown to the 
troops on the end of a bayonet. ’Abd-ul-wali4b 
Kh4n (Muhammad ’Ali Khan’s younger 
brother; and Muhammad Isarat Khan his 
hakhshi were made prisoners. .200 or 250 
horses and a few horse and men wore also 
taken, besides tents, provisions, guns, etc. A 
few other troopers and men escaped with two 
guns, some of them utterly exhausted.* I shall 
learn more details and write. 

Friday, Febrnary 16 .^ — At eleven o’clock 
to-day, 1 heard that M. Solminiac had carried to 
M. Loyrit, the Governor, at the Oouvernmnent, 
a letter that came by the small ship which 
arrived this morning from Madras with the 
wounded, etc., and departed after reporting the 
news ; afterwards Vinayaka Pillai’s elder 
brother’s son was sent for and told to supply 
wounded officers with what they needed. . 

I also heard that two sepoys bringing 
letters from Mahe were stopped at Attffr on 
the Mysore borders on suspicion that the let- 
ters were English, and the sepoys put in irons, 
until one of them, on declaring that he was 
bringing letters to the Pondichery people and 


^ Most of this story is fictitiouH— particularly the alleged deaths of 
Caillaud and Yusuf KhA.ii. The action was drawn — both sides having 
had enough and falling back. See Orme, ii, 443, etc., for a very 
detailed account, probably based on information from Gaillaud* 

* Sth Mdsi, Bahuddnya. 



292 


TBK ntART Of 


[Feb. 16, 


furnishing security, came on and reported the 
news to M. Leyrit, the Governor, who ordered 
ten rupees to be given to him for his expenses, 
[and wrote] that the letters were intended 
for the Mysore vakil Venkatan^ranappa 
Ayyan, that the people were well-known in 
Pondichery, that the letters should be sent on 
without delay, and that orders given not to 
allow such a thing to be repeated in future. 

I also heard that M. Duplani|t, M. du Eausset, 
M. Delarche, M. Desvaux, M. Cornet, M. Miran, 
M. Pichard, a few officers and a ship’s padre 
talked with M. Leyrit who retired to his room 
on their departure. 

Satui'duy, February 17 } — I hear that the 
Haarlem, a small Dutch ship, arrived from 
Madras with goods which our people had taken 
there. The captain was saluted by the Fort, 
and the ship is anchored in the roads. 

Europeans told me to-night that M. Lally 
had written to M. Leyrit saying that, as it was 
rumoured at Pondichery that the attack of 
Madras had been abandoned, the man who 
started the rumour should be found out and 
hanged and a reply sent, and that they thought 
that it was bettor not to say anything about 
Madras.* 

^ 9th Mdai^ Bahuddnya, 

’ Lally had actually beguu his retreat from Madras when the 
conversation took place. 
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Sunday, February 18 } — I heard this evening 
that the English sepoys, etc., who retreated 
from St. Thomas’ Mount had beset our Bangd 
Pandit’s horsemen, sepoys, etc., at Sadras and 
plundered the place. 

I hear that Appu Mudali and a few others, 
who were on their way from hero to Madras, 
have returned as they found the road unsafe. 
There is no smoke without tire ; but it is the 
way of the world to make much of a trifle. 

I also heard that two of Krishna Rdo’s 
horsemen went to Karukudikupxiatn to enquire 
about Para Nalliyaii’s house and then returned. 

I also heard that Father Lavaur was talking 
with M. Lcyrit, the Governor, from five o’clock 
to seven. 

'^Monday'], February 19} was jiroclaimod 
by beat of tom-tom in the town that the 
Governor in Council had ordered parchment 
rupees to pass current. I write below the con- 
tents of the paper as was proclaimed : — Bo it 
known to all that MaharAja Manyasri Poriya 
Dorai Avargal hereby informs the Company’s 
officials, sepoys and peons that henceforward 
they will receive parchment money bearing the 
French Company’s seal, and that none should 
refuse the new money at its face-value from 
one rupee upwards in exchange for their 


^ 10th Mdai^ Bdhuddnya. 


* tlth Mdii, [Bahuddnya], 
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goods ; and that tho parchment money will be 
accepted by the Company at its face-value. 
Dated this day Monday, llth Mdsi of Baku- 
ddnya corresponding with February 19, 1759, 
under the hand of Monsieur the Governor 
Leyrit Avargal.' 

At ten o’clock to-day I heard tho following 
nows M. Leyrit, the Governor, went to the 
hospital this morning and, after inspecting tho 
sick, returned to tho Fort at nine. Afterwards 
ho received a letter from the commandant of 
Gingoo saying that Mysore troops, consisting 
of 3,000 horse and 2,000 sepoys sent under a 
sard&r to his assistance, had passed through 
Sankar5,puram and P^ndalam, and joined 
M. Mainville. M. Leyrit, tho Governor, sent 
this news to M. Lally. M. Bussy, who had 
returned owing to ill-health, is staying at the 
Olukarai garden. This is the news reported 
to M. Leyrit. 

I heard to-day that, on the evening of 
Friday the 8th,* six or seven vessels arrived at 
Madras to relieve the English besieged in the 
Fort. I shall write again after learning the 
facts. 

^ This currency consisted of iO-mouth bonds carrying 12 per cent\ 
interest. However the Council was unable to redeem them as they 
matured, and they fell accordingly to a considerable discount. Some 
curious information about them occurs in the proceedings on ^a suit 
in the Mayor's Court in 1763 (Mayor's Couiii Pleadings, 1763, ppl 125, 
etc.). 

3 February 16. 
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I hear that Lieutenant-General M. Lally 
with our French troc^s besieging the place has 
reached Poonamallee with his troops on his 
way to Arcot. 

ITuesdai/, Februarf/] 20 } — At half -past 
seven this morning, M. Leyrit inspected 
the carpenters’ shops, the custom-house at 
the Beach, and the smiths’ forge, 
and the three ships laden with powder, shot 
and provisions to be despatched to M. Lally’s 
army at Madras. He returned to the Qouverne- 
merit at half -past nine. M. Barthelemy and 
M. du Baussot then came and, after talking 
with [M. Leyrit], departed. There is no other 
important news. 

In consequence of yesterday’s proclamation 
that parchment money should circulate in 
order to accustom people to its use, the 
shroffs’ and cloth merchants’ shops have re- 
mained shut since yesterday. When the 
shroffs, bazaar-men, merchants and others 
complained of this to M. Barthelemy the 
Second, he answered that he had nothing to do 
with the matter and told them to go to M. 
Leyrit. They accordingly went to him, but 
Kandappa MudaU told them that it was not 
the proper time to see him and thus sent them 
away. They then returned and reported the 


* 1 2th Bahuddnya], 
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matter to me. I told them to tell the Governor 
what the Second had said and dismissed them. 
In this town formerly abounding in gold and 
silver, rich gems and diamonds, parchment 
monev now circulates — a sure sign of the 
town’s decay. Men are no longer honest ; in- 
justice reigns everywhere ; small men receive 
the Governor’s confidence and are entrusted 
with the management of affairs as dubA.8hes, 
so that the Governor is now completely 
changed and does all these things. What do 
all these forbode ? The town will be wholly 
ruined unless a Governor like M. Lenoir 
arrives and re-establishes truth, justice and 
good government, putting down the present 
evils. Many say this, and add that these mis- 
fortunes will touch not only this town but 
the whole country. 

Wednesday^ February 21 ^ — At nine o’clock 
to-day when M. Leyrit was alone in his room, 
I went and paid him my respects. He asked 
if 1 had taken ’Abd-ul-rahmAn’s house. I 
replied that I had no right to take it, that, 
when he was occupying Perumukkal MiyA-n 
S&hib’s house, after the departure of the latter’s 
children and others, Miy&n S4hib had brought 
the matter to the notice of M. Delarche and 
M. Barth^lemy the Second, and got the house 


^ 13th Mdsi^ Bahuddnya. 
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b.ack, and that was all I knew of the affair. 
The Governor then gave me leave, which I 
accepted and returned homo. 

Monday^ February 26 .^ — I heard the 
following nows at half -past ton to-day : — 
When M. Loyrit left his room and went to the 
central hall, he was visited by M. Solminiac 
the chief of the custom-house, who wont away 
after talking with him. Then M. du Baussot 
visited the Governor. Afterwards M. Clouet 
and the head-surgeon came and talked with 
the Governor. M. Moracin then came and 
was talking with the Governor, so the ship’s 
padre went away as the time was not suitable. 

M. Lally is halting with his troops on the 
Arcot road at a place called Panap^kkam 
about ton miles from KA,v6rip&kkam. Two 
peons who brought M. Lally ’s letters to 
M. Loyrit at ten o’clock said that they had 
hoard that after M. Lfilly loft Madras, he 
marched towards Arcot by way of Tiruvalldr 
and Tiruppjtchdr. 

I also hear that, as M. Loyrit summoned 
the Choultry-writers and told them that the 
shroffs and the bazaar ‘men need not be com- 
pelled to accept the parchment money, the 
bazaars have been opened since yesterday. 
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At about seven this evening the Comte 
d’Estaing who was taken prisoner of war at 
Madras arrived here, having given an agree- 
ment according to custom that ho will not 
take up arms again and will surrender himself 
whenever ordered *. Two officers who have 
stood surety for him have also arrived on 
horseback, but I do not know their names. 

As M. Lally by misfortune attacked Madras 
for two months, without being able to capture 
it, Mr. Pigot, the Governor of the fort, has 
earned great glory. Formerly in the year 
Vibhava Mr. Boscawen, the Unlucky Admiral, 
attacked Pondichery but retreated without 
taking it, thus bringing dishonour on himself 
and great glory on M. Dupleix. In the like 
manner now Mr. Pigot has earned glory. 
However no one here is M. Lally’s equal in 
warfare. Madras was plundered, the fort was 
blown to pieces, the houses within it demo- 
lished by shells and levelled with the ground, 
the walls destroyed and beaten into the ditch, 
and the attack was so severe that those outside 
could see those inside the fort, and those within 
see those without, and yet, despite this 
fierce attack, the fort was not taken, so that 


^ His subsequent operations at Gombroon and Fort Marlborough 
were alleged to be violations of this parole. He replied thf^t it was 
limited to India. 

» 1748 - 1749 . 
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Mr. Pigot’s glory is proportioned to the diffi- 
culty of his task. Nevertheless the wise will 
perceive that M. Lally is not to blame for fail- 
ing to take the place, since destiny so decreed. 
Plainly M. Lally is not to blame. As Sit&r4ma 
J6sier foretold, Madras escaped this year be- 
cause Fort St. David was destroyed, but I 
think that, before the end of Ani, PramAdhi 
the French flag will certainly be hoisted over 
the fortress of Madras, because the Kingdom, 

I and the French have suffered good and evil 
up to MAsi this year according to Sit^rama 
.Tdsier’s predictions ; and henceforth I and the 
French will see better days. We ‘Shall see 
what, happens. Sit4rama Jdsier also said that 
the French could prosper only if I wore with 
them. It is because they have treated mo ill 
and made me an enemy that they have been 
reduced so low as to bo obliged to issue 
parchment money. It is but just that their 
misfortunes should coincide with mine. Wise 
men know that, as soon as I receive the 
management and am well treated, the French 
will gain victories and conquer kingdoms. I 
say this from my past experience and from 
what had happened to the Governor. 

Tuesday ^February 27.- — M. Bussy visited . 
the Governor this morning and had a long 


^ Juuo' July 1759. 


^ t9ih Bahudfinya. 




Jioo tilARt 01' [Feb. 2?, 

conversation 'with him. When M, Bussy had 
taken leave, two vakils of Najib-ul-lah Khaii 
(a Muhammadan whose name I do not know, 
and Kango Pandit) wore sent for and imprison- 
ed at the Choultry ; but on M. Moracin’s 
pointing out that, although the Muhammadan 
had first boon sent as vakil of Najib-ul-lah 
KhA>n, ho had afterwards been removed from 
that service, he was released. Najib-ul-lah 
Kh&n was formerly on the side of the French, 
but has since joined the English and betrayed 
the French. The two vakils wore imprisoned 
because it is said that ho has beheaded some 
Frenchmen. I hear that M. du Baussot, M. 
Duplant and M. [Guillard] ^ talked with the 
Governor as usual to-day. 

[^Wednesday, Februari/] 28 .^ — Some of my 
people who have returned from Conjoeveram 
reported the following news to me : -From 
the 12th to the 14th * (that is, from Tuesday 
up to Thursday last), 4,000 Maratha horsemen 
who had boon sent by Gopal Hari as desired,* 
began to plunder Conjoeveram and other 
places, forcing people to say whore they had 
.hidden their treasures, and cutting to pieces 


‘ The text has ‘ KishySlr,’ but I think Guillard is intended. 

* 20th [MiUi, Bahmhhiya]. 

® February 20 to 22. 

^ If we reiid tjada for kettat, we should get the meaning 
* at the gada ' or passes. This would agree with Orme, ii. 424 and 
4(>4, and is, 1 think, what the Diarist probably meant. 
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those who refused. Kaz4 S&hib’s men who 
were in the temple at Con jeeveram all the 
time, were afraid to do anything and shut 
themselves up in the temple. The Marathas 
then passed through Ld.lS.pettai. M. Lally who 
was encamped near Tirupp&chur, Takkolam 
and Porambakkam with the German and 
M. Aumont’s troopers, on hearing that the 
Marathas had carried oft’ the goods and palan- 
kin of llaza SAhib who had boon sent In 
advance, immediately despatched the German 
and M. -Vumont’s troopers to fall upon the 
Ma ratha army, who retreated abandoning their 
booty and taking refuge in the (jada. [They 
say] about 500 Maratha horses fell into our 
hands and 200 were slain ; but their real loss 
cannot be more than half as much. The 
English are said to have summoned the Mara- 
thas. As our people have loft Madras for 
Arcot, the Maratha troopers have returned to 
the (jada. I hear that they have plundered 
Sholinghur, Lalapettai and other places, and 
even seized and ravished women. 




302 


tHJ6 DiJBr OP 


[Apk. 11, 


APRIL 1759. 

This dafter contains the diary from first 
Chittirai^ Pratnddhi constellation Vttiram^ 
Chaitra Suddha Trayddani or 10th April 1759 
to the 28th Vaigdsi} 

Details of the four ministers of the King 
of Franco : — One has control over the military, 
the second over marine, the third over 
finance and other matters and the fourth over 
foreign affairs. The chief minister was Cardi- 
nal Fleury, but, when his place became vacant, 
the King did not appoint any one else, as ho 
intended to manage affairs himself. After- 
wards the Chancelier and Oarde des Scemix, 
[? exercised the] Contrdle Oen&ral. 

Wednesday, • April 11.^ — At night M. 
Moracin set sail on the Haarlem with two small 
frigates for Masulipatam. The Governor, who 
had ordered M. Bussy to proceed to Masuli- 
patam, subsequently cancelled this order and 
sent M. Moracin. There is news from Madras 
that eight English vessels are to the south- 
ward off K&rikA.!, Negapatam and those parts. 
The winds are favourable, so people say that 
M. Moracin will reach Masulipatam safely in 

^ It is not app«ireiit why this passage occurs here. The diary was 
written in rough drafts which no doubt were tied up in the usual 
manner in romals. This seems to be the description on one of the 
labels attached to the bundles, copied into the fair volume by inadver- 
tence. / 

* 2 mi Chittirai, Pramddhi, 
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three days. Even if any English vessels 
happen to be at Masulipatam, Moracin can 
attack them with the help of the troops on 
board his ship. 

Thursday, April 12 } — heard this morning 
that one or two English vessels wore sighted 
last night in the roads, and one of our small 
ships fired a gun at twelve ; they say that 
guns have been mounted on the sea-wall 
battery and loaded ready for firing, and that 
the sepoys wore on the alert the whole night. 

Saturday, April 14 } — I returned home this 
evening from Sd.ram after taking an oil-bath. 
M. Moracin with some troops was despatched 
by ship to Masulipatam on the night of the 
11th in consequence of news that the English 
and Ananda (Vijayar&ma EajA.’s son) had 
advanced against Masulipatam, plundered the 
suburbs and built batteries from which to 
attack the fort. I now hear that, owing to 
some dispute between the English and Ananda 
the former have departed with their 
forces. I write this news because I think it 
must be true. 

Being unwell, I did not go out to-day. 

Wednesday, April 18 } — The following news 
was reported to me to-day : — -The English 
army and the troops from Madura under their 


' 3rd Cliittiraif Pramddhi. * 5th Chittirai, Pramddhl, 

“ Bth Chittiraij PramddhL 
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commander,^ who were besieging Mnzaffar 
Bdg* and some Jemadars with the French 
troops in the Conjeeveram fort, scaled the 
walls, seized Muzaffar Beg and slew his 
mother, wounding some of his men and 
capturing their guns. The wounded escaped. 
E4malingam (Vin^yakan’s servant) was also 
wounded, but escaped with a few others. 
Abu Muhammad, the amalddr, was killed. 
The English troops have occupied the place." 
M. Soujiirc and his forces have reached 
Tiruvatti and taken possession of it. M. Lally 
who has left Wandiwash fort is now at 
TiruvattiyAr. There is much privation for 
want of nioney for the expenses. Baza S&hib 
was sought for all night long, but I hear that 
lie wont out yesterday evening and is 
encamped outside. M. Dolarchc will go 
to-morrow morning. 

The news of Conjeeveram is as follows : — 
When the English attacked our troops, Bama- 
lingam (Vinayaka Pillai’s man) was wounded 
but escaiicd with some earth-diggers. Abu 
Muhammad, formerly amalddr of Tiruk- 
koyilhr and then of Conjeeveram, under 


‘ Brereton. 

* A partisan who ha<l served Preston and then joined the 

French. Cambridge, War itt Indta^ p. 

• According to Brere ton’s letter dated April lb {^Military Con^ 
mltatioHS, April 19, 1759) the storming party was led to Caillaud and 
overcame an obstinate defence from 100 Indian horse and .300 sepoys. 
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B4malingam, was killed by the explosion of 
some gunpowder, and VenkatS,chala Mudali, 
a poet from the south, who was wearing a 
fine dress and going about with Vin^yakan, 
and another man (whose name I do not know), 
both had their ears cut off. Three or four 
Brahmans wore severely wounded. This is 
the news about the English troops. 

Thursday, April 19 .^ — Ayyaii S&stri who 
had taken leave to join Baza Sd.hib at the 
latter’s request came to me and, after narrating 
Kandappa Mudali and Periyanna Mudali’s 
complaints against him, said, ‘ M. Leyrit 
warned and advised them to bo more cautious. 
Periyanna Mudali who intended to celebrate 
his son’s marriage has had to put it off. 
Kandappa Mudali, Periyanna Mudali and 
Savarir^ya Pillai are all become downcast.’ 
After reporting the Conjeeveram and Arcot 
news, he added, ‘ As Krishna Rfi-o’s troops 
have carried off the cows from Villupuram, 
Tiruviti and other places, the people in these 
parts are flying in panic. We must suppose 
that only those who do nothing will prosper.’ 
He then wont away. 

Friday, April 20 ? — At eight o’clock 
to-night, I heard the following nows : — The 
officers, sergeants and corporals at the North 


^ loth Chittirai, Pramthlhi, 

39 
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Gate having closed the palmyra door let out 
only the women, but threatened with their 
drawn swords all who wore turbans, or cloths 
and duppattis, and compelled them to give from 
six fanams to five rupees for permission to 
go out. When questioned, these ofiScers com- 
plained that they had received no pay from 
the Company and had nothing to live upon, 
and so were reduced to demanding money from 
people with throats. Four or five persons 
who passed, wearing fine gowns, were allowed 
through the gate on paying four or five rupees 
each. The others were allowed to pass for six 
fanams or a rupee. Those who had no money 
with them were accompanied by some Topass 
foot to their houses where they paid them. 
Till now I have never heard of the townspeople 
being molested because pay was in arrears. 
Other mischief has been done in the past, but 
never before have the four gates been closed 
for the plunder of the town. Men tremble, not 
knowing what this portepds, and wondering 
why they have remained under the white flag 
for so long. This is what I hear, and I have 
written it. 

Sunday^ April 22 } — I left my house at 
seven o’clock this morning, meaning to go to 
the Fort. On my way I went to M. Duplant’s 


^ 13th Qhittircii^ PramMhi, 
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house as he sent for me yesterday, but his 
dubS,sh said that he was unwell. Leaving 
word that I would visit him to-morrow, I went 
to the Fort which was almost as empty as a 
gram threshing-floor.^ After half-past eight, 
M. Clouet, M. du Bausset, the greffler 
M. Noual, four or five writers and two Com- 
pany’s officials came, and with them I went 
upstairs. M. Leyrit was just setting out for 
church at nine and his face was like that of 
a fiour doll,^ without any sign of cheerfulness. 
To him I paid my respects and he bowed his 
acknowledgment. When he was besieging 
Madras, M. Lally seized two foreign ships ® in 
the roads laden with rice, etc., and sent them 
hither. On learning that they were merchant- 
men bound for Pondichery, M. Lally and 
M. Leyrit three months ago ordered that they 
should bo released. When they were told to 
go to M. Leyrit,* the latter referred them to 
M. Lally who, in turn, said that the greffier who 
had been told about the matter would pay 
them, and thus got rid of them. On being 
asked, the greffier said that they must await 


' Presumably the gram threshing-floor is compared with a paddy 
threshing-floor which would be much more crowded. 

’ I suppose we should understand this * as pale.' 

” See Siege Diary, pp. 15 and 27. They seem to have been grain- 
vessels, probably from Bengal. 

^ Sc, about payment for their cargoes. 
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tho arrival of the squadron after which the 
amounts duo would be paid. In spite of their 
importunities, they were told through me that 
they need not go to him. When they raised an 
outcry upstairs in M. Leyrit’s presence, I was 
told to tell them that all but one might go to 
Madras, and that their money would bo paid 
on the arrival of tho Mascareigno ships. After 
this he went to church. When I informed tho 
foreigners, they said, ‘We know M. Loyrit 
when ho was in Bengal, so you need not tell us 
about him.’ After describing him completely, 
they added that ho ruined that town before he 
came hero, and that they were sure that he 
yrould ruin this place also. I said that they 
should not speak like that, and then went to 
the sorting-godown whore I met M. Guillard. 
After talking with him about what is going 
on, I came homo. 

At five o’clock this evening I heard that 
tho Governor had read and shown to tho 
councillors a letter from an European at 
Gunthr saying that tho English and Ananda 
li&jA. had seized Masulipatam.^ I shall learn 
what tho Europeans say and write it in detail. 

Peons who have come say that they heard of 
M. Moracin’s ships reaching Masulipatam and 


' Stormed on the night April 7/8* 
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then putting out to sea*, ‘and that they know 
nothing more. 

I hoard the following nows to-night : — On 
Saturday or Sunday the 28th or 20th Panguni 
corresponding with the 7th or 8th April, tho 
English scaled tho walls of tho fort of Masuli- 
patam and captured it at dead of night. The 
100 soldiers and 1,000 sepoys in tho fort did 
not flro a single gun at tho enemy. Tho 
Marquis do Oonfians was outside with 800 
soldiers and 2,000 foot, and whon tho fort 
ha[l boon taken, Salabat Jang’s flag was 
hoisted thereon. He has entered into an 
agreement with the English and has come to 
Bezwada. No deflnito news has yet come 
from our people in tho fort. As a Eronchman 
living in Guntur, about 30 or 40 miles distant 
from Masulipatam, has written about tho 
capture of tho fort, the news must bo true. It 
must also be true that a flag has been hoisted 
in Salabat Jang’s name. The two or three 
ofiicors who informed mo of this, said that they 
knew no more details. I shall write more if I 
hear more. 

One or two Europeans whom I met to- 
night informed me of tho following news 
As to-morrow is M. Leyrit’s name-day, 

^ After unsuccessfully engaging the Company's ship Ilardwicke, 
Forde to Madras, April 17 {Military Consultatio?t8, April 28, 1751)), 
and Orme, ii, 491. Moracin sailed up to Ganjam where he landed. 
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the priests and the European ladies and 
gentlemen will visit him this evening ; but 
he, remoinboring the indignities put on him by 
M. Lally on a former occasion, does not wish 
to celebrate the day. Last year he found that 
the respect shown to his predecessors was not 
to bo shown to him ; he did not celebrate the 
day, but went to M. Barthelemy’s house at 
Perumbai ; as ho finds the same disrespect 
this year also, he has kept his room with 
closed doors ingi’oat dejection, having ordered 
his servants to inform the visitors coming to 
offer their congratulations that ho had gone 
out. They say ho will do the same to-mofrow 
also. 

Mondat/, April 23 } — As it was M. Leyrit’s 
name-day to-day, I resolved to go to the Fort, 
so I came out at six and ordered my palanhin- 
boys to get ready. M. Dolarcho who was sent 
to Wandiwash to meet M. Lally * was passing 
along my street towards the Fort. I sent to 
find out where ho was going, and I learnt that 
ho was returning homo. I wont to the Fort 
at half-past seven whore I mot M. Leyrit’s 
dubiish, son of engineer Mutta Pillai and 
asked why the doors upstairs were closed and 
no one was to bo seen. He replied, ‘ Yesterday 


^ 14th Chittirai, Pramadhi, 

* Lally had frequently demanded his assistance to collect revenue 
round Madras during the siege, but he had put off his departure on 
the plea of ill-health. 
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the Governor ordered the doors to be closed 
and said that visitors were to be told that 
ho was not at home. He also forbade the 
usual throe salutes of 21 guns bo fired at five 
in the morning, or the flag hoisted, so no 
salutes have been fired nor has the flag been 
hoisted ; moreover he ordered the church to bo 
closed ; so it is of no use for you to wait. You 
had better go.’ When wo were talking thus, 
M. Barthelemy, MM. du Bausset, Clouet and 
Guillard — seven or eight persons altogeiiber 
—came, and M. Loyrit’s dubash told them 
that M. Lcyrit was not at homo but had gone 
out. After waiting about an hour, they went 
home. M. Guillard said, ‘As your /^hastran 
foretold, Masulipatam was taken at sunrise on 
Sunday April 8, and Salabat .Tang’s flag hoisted ; 
your astrologer must be very clover. Tell mo 
what else will hapiion.’ I replied, ‘ By the 30th 
Panff imi ^ last all evil influences had waned, 
and after the first good days returned. 

Ships will arrive with a now Governor under 
whom Arcot or Gingoo in the west will become 
an important place, and the country will bo 
governed with Pondichory as its sea-port. 
From the 20th of this month and in the month of 
Vaigasi^ some good fortune will occur. From 
the month of Adi, prosperity will increase and 


* April 9,- 
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victories will bo won on all sides with kingly 
glory ; and besides this, troubles will besot the 
enemy which I will relate to you in detail on 
another occasion. ’ l-thcn took leave of him ; 
and on the waj'^ I met [RAma](;handra Ayyan 
of the Beach and his younger brother Srini* 
v&isan, who has come from K4rik&l. They 
said, ‘Wo wanted to see vou. M. Clouet and 
others say that they cannot explain the capture 
of Masulipatam with its 600 military and 3,000 
or 4,000 foot, except by ill-luck ; on receipt of 
this news last evening, M. Leyrit wrote to 
M. Lally at Wandiwash sending him the letter 
that had boon received, and that the recall 
of M. Bussy and M. Moracin has lost us Mon- 
sieur Salabat .Tang’s support so that the 
countries have been lost and M. Lally has 
ruined the French Comj)any.’ I made no 
answox to these speeches, and arrived home at 
half-past ton. Afterwards I heard that 
M. Leyrit had ordered his door to bo opened 
at twelve, and had gone to dine with ^1. 
Desvaux. 

Tuesday, April 24 } — When I was asked if 
the Masulipatam news was true, I did not 
admit it, but obsciwod that certain reasons 
rendered it doubtful, and added, ‘ The Marquis 
do Conflans wrote to M. Lallv twentv days ago 


* tath Chlttinii, PramiUlhu 
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that, as the i'rench had 600 military and 3,000 
foot, they could face the 400 English soldiers 
and the troops of Ananda Raja, son of Vijaya- 
r^ma Moreover the Bunder fort is 

surrounded by level ground,^ so it is not easy 
to capture ; the news therefore is probably 
false ; or though the fort is strong, it may 
have been surrendered by mistake. ’ When 
I replied indefinitely, adding that all believed 
it to bo true though no letter about it had 
come, [ho] replied, ‘ There is a place called 
Guntur thirty or forty miles west of Bunder 
whore a Frenchman is stationed, and perhaps 
ho may have written to say that Bunder has 
boon lost. The loss of Bunder would bo a 
serious blow to the French and I myself should 
lose as much as 25,000 I’upocs. M. Lally has 
only come to ruin the English and French 
Companies, I must attend the council to bo 
hold to-day. Owing to his fear of M. Lally, 
M. Dolarcho who had gone half the way is 
returning on the plea that the English are 
about and has written to that ofi’ect. You 
know the camp. ’ After talking thus about 
half an hour, and after inspecting the liquor- 
godown, I came homo at half-past ton. 

I hoard the following nows to-day : — When 
M. Lally reached Arcot, the merchants and 


40 


• »See Orme, ii, 478. 
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others complained that the French commander 
and Jiazk S^hib had levied about 30,000 
rupees on their own authority. When 
M. Lally enquired under whose authority they 
had demanded the money, they replied that 
they had taken the amount as they had no 
money to pay the mbbandis. M. Lally asked 
how they had dared to levy money without his 
permission and demanded an account of what 
had been received and expended. It was 
found that the commandant had appropriated 
a certain amount, and the elder brother’s son 
of Devaiiflmpattanam VenkatA-chala NA.yak- 
kan, the commandant’s dubdsh, had kept the 
rest. Thereon the commandant was impri- 
soned, his property conflscated and another 
commandant appointed ; the dubash was 
hanged in the public street, and RazA, Sahib’s 
man ordered to bo arrested and brought in. 
As ho was reported to have fled to Vellore, 
two horso-mossongors wore sent to Vellore to 
seize and bring him. What will happen 
remains to bo seen. 

Wednesday, April 25 } — I heard yesterday 
that the gate-people at the Madras and Villi ya- 
nallhr Gatos had been stopping those who 
passed saying that, as the Company had not 
issued pay, they wore starving ; some wore 


' JOth Pram Ulhu 
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threatened with naked swords, a few were 
beaten and some rupees were extorted at each 
gate, amounting in all to 40 rupees. 4’o-day 
the drinking- vessels of women going to fetch 
drinking-water were seized, and only returned 
when four or livo rupees had been paid. 
When the Second was informed of this, he 
ordered it to be reported to M. Leyrit the 
Governor, but, when this was done, the Gov- 
ernor said nothing. From sunrise to sunset, a 
few European writers and officers -seven or 
eight Europeans in all — went breaking into the 
houses in the Dancing-girls Street, the Kaik- 
kolars Street, the Seda Street and the Porumal- 
koil Street, etc., boating on the doors, cutting 
the male members with knives, and doing 
other indescribable things. The three troupes 
of Jlommalattam Papayyan and certain 
dancing-girls arc secretly helping the Euro- 
peans. The state of things is growing worse. 
Till Mdsi last, the Eurojieans’ dancing women 
kept within proper limits, but since Pony uni 
they have broken all bounds. People say 
that, if the Europeans Inul not gone to camp, 
the situation would have boon worse, for, had 
they been here, worse still would have occur- 
red, and that therefore no one knows what yet 
may happen. Whether yet stranger things 
will come to pass, 1 must wait to learn. 
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2'/iursda{/, April 26 .^ — I heard to-day that 
the Europeans had forcotl people passing the 
gate with drinking-water vessels to pay them 
money, nnd that, when Narana Ayyangar 
(Wandiwash Tiruvengada Pillai’s gumastah) 
was Classing by Muchiya Nambulu’s house 
with seven or eight .others, one of the Euro- 
pouiis liad drawn Iris sw^ord and cut him .in 
two, on which the rest had -fled, but I Xlid 
not hear whether any one else was killed. \ 

* ITi/t Chittira*^ PramthUu, 
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MAY 17o{). 

'Tiiesdttif, Mat/ 7.*— Europeans say that, 
Avlicn M. Loyrit rctuniccl from church this 
morning, some catamaran-people from Karikal 
delivered to him at nine o’clock a letter from 
M. Porcher saying that 12 English ships had 
been sighted yesterday off Kfirikal. The 
Tamils say that the catamaran -people told 
them that they had soon the same in the after- 
noon. Thereon M. Loyrit wrote to the captain 
of the ship with the Comte d’J’istaing on board-, 
which sailed last night, but had not got far as 
the wind was contrary, warning him to be very 
careful as the Ihiglish ships had bcjon sighted 
off Karikal. 

jVftorwards I hoard that M. Soupire had 
returned to Pondichery to-daj" from the camp 
at .iVreot. 

I also heard the following news : — Raza 
Sahib (Chanda Sahib’s son) and ’Ali Kaqi 
having been taken to task by M. irfilly, have 
therefore come here from AVandiwash without 
telling anybody. After M. Soupire had taken 
away Raza Sahib’s xiower over Arcot, ho 


Cluttlrai^ Pram'hlhi, 

® D'Estaing, as we have seen, had returned to Pondichery on parole* 
The French offered to exchange him for XichoJas Morse and other 
civilians seized during the siege of ^fadras at Hie Outeli factory <»f 
Siilras. The Englisli declined this offer, as they denied the validity 
of the seizure of their people in a neutral factory : so d'Estaing 
proceeded to the Islands. 
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appointed one Eamalinj^a Pillai (Vinayaka 
Pillai’s man) to inana«?o tlie affairs of that 
place, and imprisoned Raza Sahib’s men at 
Arcot, Formerly A root was managed by a 
subahdar or by the Padshah’s mansabdar of 
5,000 or 7,000 horse, but is now in the hands of 
the servant of one avIio supplies cattle, fowls, 
sheep, etc., to the trooi^s*. He is besides the son 
of a servant- woman. Such things happen in 
times of misfortune. When parchment money 
circulates in the place of gold, silver, copper, 
etc., it is no wonder that M. Lally has appoint- 
ed that servant fellow, Ilamalingam, to manage 
the Arcot affairs. In times of decay, order 
disappears, giving i)lace to disorder, and justice 
to injustice. Men no longer observe their 
caste rules, but transgress their bounds, so that 
the castes arc confused and force governs. . One 
man takes another man's wife and his prop- 
erty. Everyone kills or robs another. In 
short, there is anarchy. Who among the low 
is lower than a Pariah beggar ? and what worse 
can be imagined than for such a one to rule ? 
Unless justice returns, the country will be 
ruined. This is what men say, and I have 
written it briefly. 

Wedn/^sdai/, May 2.-—1 did not go out to-day, 
but I heard at ton that M. Leyrit, and the 


‘These were pari of Vinayakairs functions as AromboUti, 
Chittirai, Pniuu ilhu 
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councillors held a council at the Fort. I do , 
not know why it has boon hold, but the follow- 
ing occurs to mo : — M. Moracin’s letter from 
NarsApdr ro(!civod hero the evening of the day 
before yesterday says that the English have 
captured Masulipatam. Moreover the nows of 
the sighting of the English ships oif KA,rikal 
was received from Monsieur [Porchor] j’-ostor- 
day. I think that the council must have boon 
hold about this and to decide about the des- 
patch [of ships]. If I learn anything, I shall 
write. 

I hoard from some Europeans tliis evening 
that the council liad decided tliat writers and 
others (including the councillors) should do 
sentry-duty at the Fort, that guns should bo 
mounted and kept loaded on the Fort- walls 
and on the sea-wall battoiy, that the necessary 
orders had boon given to the master-gunner, 

. and that, as English ships were off Karikal, 
the council had resolved what i^recautionary 
measures should bo taken in case Pondichery 
should bo attacked. I also hoar that M. 
Guillard has boon appointed as chief captain,’ 
and that ho is very pleased at it. 

Fr/dai/, May 4?--l hoar that TOO French 
prisoners have arrived from Trichin opoly in 


* of the militia. ■ tUth Chittirai, Pram hlhi . 
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exchange for the 100 English prisoners who 
have been released. 

People wearing ear-rings have had their 
ears cut off in the streets of the European 
quarter, and pcoi'le passing the gate with any 
money are made to give it up ; and the bazaars 
are being plundered. 

I hear that, in addition to M. Lally’s giving 
the Arcot subah to Ramalingam (VinA.yaka 
Pillai’s gumastah) about which I have already 
written, a roundel, an elephant and a dress of 
honour have been given along with a pr/raY?>?// 
for the Arcot subah. 

Saturdat/, May .5.’— Either with or without 
the Second’s approval, it was resolved the day 
before yesterday to give a bribe of 15,000 rupees 
through Kandapiia Mudali. A cloth will bo 
presented in any case, and ho* may sliare the 
. credit of having reeoinmcndcd it. The amount 
to be given to M. Loyrit has been decided, but 
I do not know what sum Kaudappa Mudali is 
to got. I shall learn that later. 

Sunday^ May G.^- T heard this morning that, 
at nine o’clock, tlic ( Duncillors went to church 
with jM. Tjcyrit, heard mass, returned to the 
Gouvememeut as usual, and then wont home. 
As it had been arranged that the principal 
Europeans, public officials, councillors, writers, 

^ :2(ith Chittivai, Pram hUti. * The Second. 

* 97th Chittirai, PramiUlhL 
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etc., should assemble at the Fort at three 
o’clock this afternoon on the firing of two 
guns and the hoisting of a red fiag, all assem- 
bled at the Fort accordingly. The names of 
the Europeans who were to bo posted at the 
Fort, the Sea-gate, the ramparts and the four 
gates surrounding the town, wore written 
down, and their number including the Govern- 
or was upwards of 960.‘ Some were appointed 
captains, some majors and some commandants; 
his place was assigned to each ; and they were 
ordered to assemble at the firing of two guns 
and the hoisting of a rod fiag. 

In broad daylight Europeans are seizing 
the ear-ring.s of those who pass along the 
European streets, cutting and otherwise molest- 
ing them. Tlio evil infiuonco of Saturn is 
seen in the street^* daily. It remains to bo soon 
what unkingly and unjust things will (;ome to 
pass. 

Monday^ May — The shops in the town 
wore closed this evening. The Europeans are 
chasing people in the streets and cutting off 
their ears and seizing their oar-rings, turbans. 


* The number seems to be very high. When Pondichery surreii- 
deredf there were 108 Company’s servants of v.ariouH ranks and 28H 
European inhabitants (Madras Military Conmltafiowt, February 2. 
1761). A considerable number went to the various neutral niet tie- 
ihents, and others joined various parties of adventurers ; but I should 
have expected so high a proportion as two-thirds. 

• 98th Ckittirai, Pramthlhi. 
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duppattis, etc., so that the towns-people have 
ceased to wear ear-rings. I cannot say what 
evil will happen. The influence of Saturn is 
indeed cruel and deadly. 

Thursday^ May 10 } — After eleven o’clock 
Imam Sahib’s son* visited the Governor with 
five rich dresses of honour on two salvors and 
showed the papers relating to the dispute 
between him and Zuhiar Khan’s son. A salute 
of nine guns was fired. Ho was told that the 
case would be decided justly and dismissed 
with pda- mpdri. The two violijatumvarH,. rich 
upper-cloth, rich turban, and a Guzarati sash 
— five pieces in all — are worth, it is said, 200 
or 250 rupees. 

Friday, May 11 } — I hear that a letter has 
been received saying that, as M. Lally has 
taken Conjeovoram from the English, the 
latter have retired to Madras ; Muhammad 
Yusuf Khan has returned to Trichin opoly ; 
Haidar N&yakkan who advanced from Mysore 
with troops, has captured the countries between 
the two rivers and is attacking the Trichino- 
poly fort ; Salabat Jang has written to M. 
Lally requesting him to send M. Bussy, but M. 
Lally replied indefinitely about it, saying that 
ho would bo sent after the capture of Madras, 

Chittirai, Pramddhi, 

* Hasan *Alt KhAn, jaghirdar of TyAgar, vol. vi, pp. 248 and 299 

Bupra, 

^ lit Vaigdii, Pramddhi, 
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and that, when the soldiers in M. Lally’s army 
threatened to lay down their arms as they had 
received no pay, they were given two months’ 
pay and pacified with a promise of receiving 
balance of live or six months’ pay. I have 
written what I have hoard. 

Saturday^ May 12 .' — I hear that two mes- 
sengers have brought letters from Traiiquobar, 
and that, as meii-of-war are reported to be 
coming from Mascareigne, M. Leyrit has been 
busily collecting all that they will need. 

I also heard the following nows : — When 
M. Lally’s troops attacked Conjeoveram five 
days ago, 180 soldiers wore killed. Murtaza 
’All Khiin of Vellore is to be given the Arcot 
subah and the Padre who formerly went as 
vakil from Karikal to Tan j ore and was 
imprisoned,"' and has now gone to Vellore to 
negotiate, agreed to give a sanad sealed with 
the King’s seal for 25,000 rupees ; but Murtazd. 
’AJi Kh&n wanted the sanad not onl}’^ to beai 
the signature of M. Lally and his seal, but also 
the signatures of the councillors and the 
Company’s seal as well. M. Lally has agreed • 
to this and wants the amount to bo paid. It is 
also said that the sanad is demanded in 
advance. This is all, and tlio business is still 
unfinished. Thus from misunderstanding the 


^ tnd VaigiUi, PramdtUii, 


* P^.ro St.. Eh te veil. 
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course of events and the state of affairs in^ 
different places, M. Lally is mismanaging 
business, showing himself to bo indiscreet and 
unaccustomed to positions of responsibility. 
People say that our period of misfortune has 
turned men’s minds. I have written it accord- 
ingly- 

Wednesday, May 16 } — At nine o’clock to- 
night one or two officers who were going to 
the festival in the Vishnu temple came and 
told mo what follows : — M. Loyrit and M. du 
Baussot received letters from Bengal at seven 
o’clock to-night saying that M. Law (the elder 
brother’s son of M. Law who is hero)® who 
visited Delhi after Mr. Clive had taken by 
deceit the French town of Chandernagorc in 
Bengal in Panguni of the year Dhdthu^ made 
friends with a son of the vizier and advanced 
with a small body of troops to the Pd,dsh4h’s 
town of FatehA-bM. The NawA,b of Bengal 
and his son having quarrelled, the latter said 
that the English should be dismissed, but the 
former did not agree to this. Thereon the son 
murdered 300 Englishmen who were there, and 
summoned M. Law who was at Patna. There- 
on M. Law at Patna joined the NawA.b’s son, 

* 6th VaigtUi^ Pramtulhi. 

* A mistake. Jean Law in Bengal was brother of Jacques Law, 
the officer at Pondichery, who resigned the service in 17G0 and retired 
to a neutral settlement. 

■ March-April 1757. 
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Blow some of Mr. Clive’s Englishmen, 
imprisoned the rest and the Nawdb, and, 
having installed the Nawab’s son on the 
throne, seized the Kiiglish town of Calcutta 
and the French town of Chandornagoro. This 
is the glad nows I have heard and shall write 
more details to-morrow.^ I believe that from 
to-day the French will gain victories and that 
my affairs will prosper. Henceforward low 
people will not exorcise authority. 

T/nf)\Hdo//, Mai/ 17 .^ — I stayed at homo to- 

<lay, ?is it was the anniversary of my father 

who died on the sixth day in the dark lielf of 

Vaisdlio. I performed the ceremony as usual 

this year also by moans of BrA,hmans. Besides 

my father’s ceremony I performed 84 others. 

The ceremony has been performed with 

increasing splendour year by year, but I do 

not know liow it will go on hereafter. 

According to Sitt\rama Josior’s examination of 

my horoscope, and his written opinion, I do 

not think I shall perform the ceremony next 

year at Pondichery, foi* I shall be master of a 

fortified town outside and perform it there in 

arrandour. We shall see. 

” # 

I heard to-day that, in an engagement 
between M. Lally, who was encamped with his 


^ This fantastic story appears like a translation into the past tenae 
of what good Frenchmen were hoping in Bengal. 

« 7th Vaigati^ Pramddhi, 
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troops on the banks of the Sarvatirtham tank 
at Conjeeveram, and the English who were 
close by, there were losses on both sides, but 
about 50 or 60 French troopers deserted to the 
English, besides a few soldiers and officers, and 
as the French troops are far in arrears, they 
have quitted Conjeeveram and marched to 
Tiruvattiyur and Wandiwash, whence the 
whole body will march to Pondichery ; 
M. Lally is expected to arrive here to-night. 
I shall enquire and write further details. 

Friday^ May 18 } — Periyanna Mudali said, 

‘ llegarding the guns heard at eight o’cloek 
last night, harkaras who were sent to find out 
the cause, have returned and say that a salute 
of 21 guns was fired on the killedar’s giving a 
nazar to M. Lally on his arrival at Perumukkal, 
and that M. Lally will reach Valudavfir fort 
this afternoon. The German soldiers and all 
the Hussars have returned by reason of their 
arrears and no longer caring to serve. Some 
ten or twenty empty-bellied Europeans have 
also returned and the wounded are also 
coming.’ Periyanna Mudali then departed. 

To-night an almirah decorated with flowers 
carved in ivory which stands in Chiranjivi 
AnnAswami’s room, fell over, knocking 
down but' not injuring Bebbuli Muttan 


* Sth Vai(jd»9^ Pranuidht. 
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who was meddling with it, and not breaking 
itself. Chiranjivi Ann^sw^mi escaped being 
hurt, because he had been waked up and 
gone to supper. From the 6th to 8th Vaig^si * 
owing to the influence of Saturn, I incurred the 
displeasure of the ruler. For the last five 
years two persons have died every year, but 
it is said that these events will now cease as 
the influence has declined. In M. Duplant’s 
business this morning, the profit of 1,000 
rupees which I expected was lost. During 
the predominance of Saturn no dangei' threat- 
ened my life, nor was my chest broken into ; 
thus its influence was mild. SubbA Josicr on 
being questioned, told me that he had already 
mentioned this and added, ‘ From to-night, the 
town and the Europeans will be seriously 
affected by the influence of Saturn, but you 
will be only slightly affected nor will your life 
bo in danger. But though the town and the 
Europeans will undergo perils extending cv(ai 
to life, there may not be much troubhs in 
your quarters. [You know that] west of the 
liquor-godown, a stream runs down into the 
engineer’s tank, then forms the canal flowing 
southwards and then divides into two 
channels, one of which passing south of the St. 
Paul’s Church flows westward by M. Dumas’ 


> May Ifi to 18, 1759. 
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garden, and then turning south, broadens and 
empties itself into the sea, while the other 
running west of the mint, flows into the arm 
of the sea [like] the canal which runs west of 
the mint. Only those Tamils under the 
influence of Mercury who live by the canal 
south of the St. Paul’s Church and the canal 
on the west, and those who live east of the 
canal and in the north-east, were affected by 
the evil influence of Saturn on Friday and 
Wednesday. They will not be affected in 
future. As to-morrow is Saturday, those 
under the influence of Mercury and living 
south of the canal, may fool something.’ 
When I said that only those in MiiApalli 
should bo affected, ho said that they would be 
affected first and added, ‘You will see. some 
•loss of life. During Saturn’s influence which 
began to-night, you had some trouble in your 
own house. M. Lally arrives* to-night and 
from to-morrow ho will bring trouble to those 
under the influence of Venus and Mercury.’ 

I replied that the nows was that M. Lally 
would arrive to-night and that the result 
could be watched from to-morrow. 

I hoard at midnight that M. Lally had 
entered the Fort in a covered palankin at half- 
past eleven. 
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Saturday, May 19 } — At eight o’clock this 
morning I went to the Fort to see M. Lally the 
General, but M. Guillard who was standing by 
the sorting-godown came up to me, and said, 
‘ What do your Shdatras say ? You said that 
M. Lally would return and that the astrologers 
predicted evil to certain Europeans and Tamils 
at his hands. What do you say now ? ’ I 
replied, ‘ Last night Saturn entered the Fort. 
Those Tamils living south of the channel 
which passes south of Dumas’ garden will 
suffer, and those living in the Fort beyond the 
houses, and the Europeans living in the south- 
east, As an indication of this, there will bo 
a fire in Mir&p»11i, and small logs of wood in 
the garden will be burnt, after which a now 
Governor will arrive in the month of Adi}, and 
then the town and the King’s people will pros- 
per. In the months of Avani and Purattdsi}, 
Madras will bo captured ; our flag will fly 
over Trichinopoly, and thus the King of 
France will exercise authority from Trichino- 
poly to Golconda. It is certain that 
Pondichory will bo the port and Gingoo will 
be the capital of the ruler. As the former 
predictions have been fulfilled, so this will bo 
also.’ To this M. Guillard replied that the 


* 9th Vaigasit Pramddhi, 

* July-August. 

* August* September and Septeinber-Ociober. 
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crocodile’ that had gripped the town had not 
yet let go its hold/ I replied, ‘ A now 
Governor will arrive in Adi and though till 
then the old state of things may continue, 
M. Loyrit, instead of benefitting M. Desvaux 
and the others, will only suck their fortune and 
the Company’s affairs will suffer. As I have 
said, the King’s people will exercise authority ; 
but after Adi, oven this will come to an end, 
and a new authority will arise.’ When we were 
talking thus, the officer of the Fort gate came 
and said that as M. Lally the General, had 
ordered the sentry not to admit M. Leyrit and 
the councillors without his permission, when 
M. Loyrit went last night to see the people, 
the sentry turned him back on the authority of 
this order, which had alarmed M. Leyrit, • and 
he was secretly conferring with M. Desyaux, 
M. Delarche and others. M. Guillard said 
that this only conformed with what the 
ShAstras said, and that he must go and find 
out [what had happened]. So saying ho went 
home without visiting M. Leyrit. 

* Near the hospital in Mirftpalli is the 
powder factory whence the powder made day 
by day is put in a new vessel and sent to the 
washing-place. This is the practice. At 
eleven o’clock to-day, when powder was being 


^ Reading muthalai for muthah 
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ground, a small stone got under the pestle, 
producing a spark that set fire to the powder. 
The sulphur, saltpetre, etc., also took fire 
producing an explosion like thunder. The 
neighbouring houses were burnt down and 20 
or 22 coolies (boys, men and women) working 
in the factory were killed. When they learn t 
that the powder factory had blown up, all the 
people deserted their houses with their children 
and women, fearing lest their houses also 
should be burnt down. The Europeans seized 
the opportunity of entering the houses on the 
pretext of bringing water to put out the fire, 
plundering whatever was to be found in the 
houses, ravishing women and committing 
other outrages. Europeans’ servants were 
seized to fetch water ; the sky was covered 
with smoke. On hearing the sound, M. Leyrit 
kicked and beat two or three who were with 
him, to drive them out to fetch news. I heard 
the sound too and saw the sky covered with 
smoke. According to Vaippur Subb4 Jdsier’s 
prediction, I was to see an accident by fire on 
Saturday south of the channel. The influence 
of Mercury had already been felt by people 
there, and that of Saturn and Mars is to be 
seen and afterwards that of Venus. 

At seven o’clock this evening I heard that 
M. Lally had resolved in camp before his 
return, to imprison M. Leyrit, M. Desvaux, 
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M. Delarche, M. du Bausset and also the Tamils 
under them, namely, Kandan, Periyannan, 
Savarirflyan, etc., seize their houses and prop- 
erty, look into the accounts, and confiscate 
their wealth to the Company, while he made 
himself master of the town and country and 
managed all affairs. When this was known 
in camp, European gentlemen wrote to M. 
Leyrit about it. On M. Lally’s arrival last 
night at half -past eleven, he ordered the two 
sentries to admit no one without his orders, 
even M. Leyrit and the councillors. I do not 
know what else ho ordered. 

M. Leyrit summoned M. Dosvaux, M. De- 
larcho and M. du Bausset this morning and 
discussed matters with thorn, after which 
Savarirftya Pillai was told by M. Desvaux to 
leave the town. Ho therefore about an hour 
before sunset sot out with his two sous, his 
younger brother Ttlndavarfiya Pillai, and his 
sons, meaning to go and remain in Brahma- 
ddsam, Tindivanam and those parts and not 
return until matters improved. As soon as I 
heard this, I concluded that this must be true, 
because, when M. Lally thrice sent to M. Leyrit 
from the camp to obtain a lakh of rupees for 
the pay of the army from Kandan, Poriyanna 
Mudali and SavarirS-ya Pillai, they made 
excuses. Moreover I have heard that proof has 
been secured of the money which these people 
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have made, and that the intention was to 
drain their masters of their money. I have 
hoard European gentlemen speak of M. Lally’s 
intending thus after his return, so I think 
that SavarirA-ya Pillai must have run away. I 
shall learn and write further details to-morrow. 
There is already the influence of Saturn and 
moreover the day of the week is Saturday, so 
the good fortune that Mercury brought to the 
district south of the canal in MirApalli is 
to come to an end and the people there are 
destined to suffer. The SMstras and my 
expcidence alike lead me to think all this must 
be true. 

/Sun dm/, May 20 } — ^Whon I went to the 
Fort at eight o’clock this morning, M. Guillard 
said, ‘None of us, not even M. Leyrit, was 
allowed to visit M. Lally yesterday. It is said 
that ho has taken physic to-day, and that 
therefore ho has told the sentries to admit 
nobody. I hear that M. Soupire alone had 
a talk with him yesterday evening, and then 
visited M. Leyrit, and I think therefore that 
some political affair is being discussed.* 
Everything will bo known to-day.’ When M. 
Guillard was thus speaking, M. Soupire, 


^ 10th Vaigdai^ Pramddhi. 

* According to Leyrit {Mimoire, p. 361), Lally’s object in return- 
ing WAS to obtain 40,000 rupees urgently needed for the pay of the 
army ; of this amount, Leyrit adds, Lally set Leyrit’s share at 20,000, 
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M. Leyrit and three or four officers, M. Clou8t 
and another councillor wore coming down to 
go to church ; M. Soupiro alone had a roundel, 
and, when ho offered it to M. Leyrit, the latter 
declined it and followed M. Soupiro like an 
ordinary man without a roundel, nor did 
the others use theirs. M. Leyrit looked at mo 
as he passed. M. Guillard said that he also 
would go to church. After hearing mass, all 
returned upstairs as usual at nine o’clock. M. 
Guillard said, ‘ After our conversation yester- 
day the powder factory caught tire, a European 
was killed and Manuel (M. Desvaux’ dubdsh) 
has gone. Thus the Shdstras have proved 
true, and other things are taking place as you 
said. Will the other predictions be fulfilled ? ’ 
I replied, ‘ Things have happened according to 
the Shdstras as I told you. The samp will 
happen in the future. You may loam this 
from experience.’ M. Guillard said that every- 
thing would be known in two or three days, 
and then took leave. I came home at ten. 

Tuesday^ May 22} — Two or throe Euro- 
peans say to-day that M. d’ Andres, Lieutenant 
of the Bataillon de Vlnde^ M. St. Marceau, 
Marchand de la Compagnie^ who has come 
from Bengal and is employed in M. La Gren^e 
the Secretary’s office, and M. Corail who is 


12th PramddhL 
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supercargo and commander of a China ship — 
throe people in all — wrote to their friends 
in camp saying that the Marquis de Con flans 
had been bribed to deliver Masulipatam up to 
the English, and making false complaints 
against M. Lally ; but the peons carrying 
the letters to camp were seized by the English, 
and the letters delivered to Mr. Pigot, 
Governor of Madras, who, on opening them, 
and finding that they contained nothing about 
the war but accusations against the Marquis 
de Conflans for having been bribed to surrender 
Masulipatam and abuse of him and M. Lally, 
sent them to M. Lally with his compliments ; 
on reading them M. Lally ordered M. d’Andros, 
M. St. Marcoau and M. Corail to be seized and 
imprisoned; and others are being sought for 
and their names will be known afterwards.^ 


* There is little improbability about this story t but I cannot 
confirm it. In the following year, 8t. Marcesiu was active in opposi- 
tion to bally. Lally*s Afemoire, p. 169. 
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JUNE 1759. 

Sri ll4majayam, Krishnasah&yam, Krishna- 
sah&yam.^ 

This is the diary written by Waz4rat 
Vijaya Ananda Banga EAyar Avargal with his 
own hand ; whoso reads it, will become wise 
and learned, and will secure the eight kinds 
of wealth and children.® 

Friday^ June 5.®— The misconduct of the 
Europeans in the town, their plundering, 
ravishing women, and other misdeeds have 
gone beyond all limits. Men say that in- 
justice daily increases. I cannot describe 
their sufferings but only mention them briefly 
here and there. The parchment money has 
already been sold at a discount of 15 to 50 
per cent ; but to-day I myself saw one dr two 
persons selling it at a discount of 60 or 65 
per cent, so 1 write it, and I have heard that 
ten or twenty persons have sold it at that 
rate. Those who have to pay the Company 
and the lessees gain much, and the Europeans 
also. The Arumpdtai's people have made 


^ An invocation of the blessing of B^ma and Krishna on the con- 
tinuation of the work. 

cannot explain this and foregoing interpolations, unless they 
constitute the descriptive label on a new bundle of the diaiy. See 
above, p. 302. 

^29th VaigdAi^ PramdtdhL The original contains a note that the 
'' diary was commenced on this date. 
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lakhs by cheating the Company. Others have 
suffered much loss and are broken-hearted. 

Sunday, June 10 } — I hear that the Council 
decided to-day that the decision formally 
given in Kang6 Pandit’s affair, that he should 
be given the Panchmahal consisting of Tiru- 
viti, Bhuvanagiri, Venkat4mp6ttai, etc. places 
for the maintenance of 700 horse and 1,000 
foot should be cancelled, that Rango Pandit 
should have nothing to do with raising troops, 
and the country should be taken away from 
him, that M. La Selle and M. Dubois® should 
be in charge of the country and the horse and 
foot, and that RangO Pandit should bo impri- 
soned at the Choultry till the accounts had 
been examined. I do not know what other 
matters were decided. I hear that the Council 
broke up at noon to meet again at five, and 
that my affair has not been talked about. 

1 write in to-day’s diary the contents of 
the letter of Mattel Reddi !N3.yakkan, dub4sh 
at Masulipatam written on the tenth day in 
the dark fortnight of Vaisdka and received 
here on the 30th about the capture of Masuli- 
patam. The news of that place may bo 
known clearly from this writing.® 


Vaigdsi^ Pramddhi. 

* He was Intendant of the army. See p. 339 below. 

* It does not occur. Banga Filial probably intended the letter to 
be entered when his autograph rough draft was written fair, 
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Tuesday^ June 12 } — I hoard the following 
news to-day : — Tho of Tanjore has sent 

presents of cloths, horses and pendants to 
M. Lally, M. Loyrit, M. Bussy and me by^B&pu 
RAo (older brother’s son of my B^m^ ll&o), on 
the recommendation of Rudraji Pandit, the 
Tanjore R4j4’s vakil. Bapu R4o having 
reached M^lugiri Pandit’s agraharam south 
of tho Bound-hedge, told tho St. Paul’s priests 
who informed M. Loyrit who ordered Kan- 
dappa Mudali to go and receive tho vakil and 
escort him in. Accordingly at five o’clock 
this evening Kandappa Mudali, Nayinar tho 
head-peon, Kondri N4yakkan, Guntur Nara- 
singa Chotti and Vonkatanarasu escorted tho 
vakil in and lodged him in Nardndra Chetti’s 
house in the Komutti Street. Afterwards the 
vakil gave Kandappa Mudali a dress of 
honour, Vcnkatanarasii and the Nayin&r a 
small lacod-upporcloth each, and E&mayyan 
(G6palayyan’s son) six rupees being thp value 
of two yards of broadcloth, together with 
pdn supdtt ; after which they returned and 
informed M. Leyrit. When tho St. Paul’s 
priests informed M. Lally on his return to the 
Fort from Olukarai at six o’clock, they were 
told that ho would give orders about the 
reception of the presents. Afterwards I heard 


Aju, Pran\ddhi. 
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that M. Lally had gone to M. Barth41emy’s 
garden at eight o’clock. 

A richly embroidered dress of honour, a 
pendant, a horse and a letter wore given to 
M. Lally, and a rich dress of honour, a pen- 
dant, a horse and a letter to M. Leyrit, a rich 
dress of honour, a pendant and a letter to 
M. Bussy, and a rich dress of honour and a 
letter to me. Their values have to bo seen. 

Wednesday^ June 13 } — As M. Dubois, Com- 
missaire et Intendant des amides du Roi has 
been suffering from an ulcer in the neck, I 
visited him this morning and paid him my 
respects when ho was talking to M. the 
Chevalier Kennedy® who still limps from the 
bullet- wound he received before Madras. Both 
of them rose and paid their respects to me and 
made me sit down with them. I enquired 
after the health of M. Dubois and Lis ulcer 
in the neck, and then said that, b}" God’s grace, 
ho would soon be completely cured. Ho 
thanked mo saying that ho should, as I 
wished for his recovery from the bottom of 
my heart. 

He then said to M. Kennedy, ‘ You fought 
in many battles in Europe at the head of 
lakhs of soldiers but wore not wounded in any, 
to the astonishment of the King of France ; 


• t7rc/ Ani^ PranidilhL 

* He was Colonel in Lall^'s Bcgiment. 
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blit I am surprised to see that you have been 
wounded in the skirmish at Madras.’ M. Ken- 
nedy replied, ‘When a river is full, a man 
may swim across to the opposite bank easily ; 
but when the water is only thigh or knee 
deep, he may tumble in a hole and die or be 
lost. I have been wounded attacking a small 
army, though I escaped when fighting against 
heavy odds. So also you who managed 
[affairs] and oarnod glory in the battles at 
Madras and against Anwar-ud-din KhS,n and 
N4sir Jang, are now confined to the house.’ 

It was then said that ships would arrive in 
ton or fifteen days. I replied, ‘ They will 
arrive botweon the 28th and 30th Arii corre- 
sponding with your July 10 or 11*. When they 
arrive, you will capture Madras ; there will be 
no difficulty for money ; and all affairs will 
prosper.’ R6.ya Pillai observed, ‘The Tamils 
can foretell the future and six or seven times 
out of ton they are right.’ After talking thus 
for about a quarter of an hour, I took leave 
and came homo. 

Thursday^ June 14} — M. Lally and M. Ley- 
rit gave Mir S4hib who has come from the 
N4nd. their replies to the N&nd. (BhS<ji Bfto’s 
son) besides two pieces of broadcloth, a few 
bottles of Hungary water, a pair of scissors, etc.. 


> Sic* ^ The equivalent dates were the 8th and 10th« 
^4th Ani^ Pramddhi* 
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and daily batta up to to-day. After taking 
leave, he visited me to-night, and took his 
departure. I gave him a dress of honour 
worth 100 rapeos together with a reply to the 
Nand>. 

Friday^ Jims 15}— \ hear that in exchange 
for 200 English prisoners, 200 French soldiers 
imprisoned ini the Trichinopoly fort have 
been released. The officers are trying to seize 
dancing-girls in the town, plundering the 
bazaars and boating the passers-by. 

Sunday^ June 17 } — I heard the following 
news this morning : — The day before yesterday, 
Friday, N4g6ji Nayakkan (M. Bussy’s diwan), 
took leave of M. Bussy, and also wont to M. 
Leyrit and took leave of him before departing 
with his goods, horses, etc., for his homo at 
Golconda. But when he had almost reached 
Padir&ppuliyur, M. Lally’s harkaras stopped 
him saying that their master wanted him : 
and then 50 soldiers and 100 foot from Pondi- 
chery overtook him with orders to imprison 
him in the Valud^vur fort. He was im- 
prisoned accordingly, and the 50 soldiers and 
100 foot who were sent under an officer are 
guarding him in the Valuddvdr fort. When 
the officer asked N&goji N&yakkan to show 
him the letters he was carrying to Salabat Jang, 

• 7th Ani, Pramddhi, 


^ 6th Am^ Pramddhi, 
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the ISrSna and others, N&g6ji N&yakkan re- 
plied that he was carrying no letters for them, 
but gave up to him his qalamddn' and a packet 
of letters, after which ho and his people were 
put in custody in Valudavdr fort, and the 
letters sent to M. Lally. M. Bussy himself at 
eight o’clock was put under arrest at his house.* 
M. Bussy is much annoyed and alarmed ; 
people say that his words will no longer bo 
regarded by Salabat Jang or tho N&na ; and 
that M. Leyrit and tho councillors also are 
alarmed. 

Wednesday^ Jane 20 } — I did not go out to- 
day. I hear that Father Noronha, Bishop of 
Mylaporo, having received instructions from 
M. Lally to summon Morari B,ao with his 
troops, took leave of M. Lally, agreeing to meet 
the expenses of the journey to and fro, and; has 
baited beyond tho Bounds. Mir A’azam also 
accompanies him, in great pomp which will 
cost about 4,000 or 5,000 rupebs. In the siege 
of Madras and tho plunder of Mylapore, about 
15,000 rupees’ worth of temple property* was 


^ A case for pens and ink, worn at the girdle as the insignia of. 
civil office. 

■ In the previous February Lally was already complaiuing that 
B.assy was concealing his correspondence with Salabat Jang. (Lally 
to Leyrit, February 22, 1759, Mimotre pour Leyrit ^ p. 303). I suppose 
this alleged arrest refers to Lally's order that Bussy was no longer to 
visit him. 

* Wih Ani^ Pram&dhi, 

* Perhaps church property may be intended. 
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seized, of which 4,000 or 5,000 may have been 
spent already ; the rest will be spent on' this 
journey. 

Thursday^ June 21}-^ At noon to-day and 
this evening, M. Lally was feasted at M. 
Guillard’s house and spent the night at M. 
Barth61omy’s garden. When I was at M. Guil- 
lard’s, the Europeans said that letters had 
come from Mah6 saying that, in Arppisi} last, 
four Europe men-of-war had taken and carried 
into Mascareigno an English ship from China 
which they sighted off the Cap de Bonne Es~ 
pirance^ that those four ships and those already 
at Mascareigno were sailing hither, that the 
English prize had on board gold and other 
goods worth 1 J lakhs of pagodas,® that the four 
Europe ships wore bringing much treasure, 
and that all of them would arrive in five or 
six days. I shall write the details later. 

Friday, June 22 .* — A sloop® arrived this 
afternoon from Mauritius. She fired seven 


* 11th Ani^ Pramddhi. 

* October-November. 

* She was the Grantham, with Orroc and Wynch as passengers, and 
had been despatched from Madras in the previous September. She 
had on board a considerable quantity of diamonds which mere sent 
back to the Coast for sale. Orme, ii, 511 ; and Mimoire pour Leyrit, 
p. 376. 

' * t2th Am, Pram Ulhi, 

* La Gracieuse. M^moire pour Lally, p. 127. She brought in- 
Btructions from the Company to Lally to take cognizance of the 
financial management of the Council. See Lally's P^kceu No. 7, 
Company to Lally, March 20, 1769. 
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guns, and seven guns were returned from 
the shore. Lieutenant-Colonel Fontaine' has 
arrived by her with Europe and Mascareigne 
letters which he has delivered to M. Lally, M. 
Leyrit and others. It is said that to those who 
asked him the news, he replied that he had. 
been forbidden to say anything. The sloop 
escaped the English ships® which were at Siva 
Munai* near Negapatam, and arrived after 
putting in at Porto Novo ; she is said to have 
made the passage in 40 days. Some Europeans 
.say that the news is to be kept secret till our 
men-of-war are nearer, so that the enemy may 
not learn of their coming. As a mark, a light 
has boon hung from the flag-staff for the last 
two or throe days, but to-day two lights were 
shown. 

I hoar that M lioyrit dined at M. Lally’s 
garden outside, and that my green howdah has 
been taken, as M. the Comte de la Tour du Pin 
wanted to ride an elephant in it. 

Saturday^ June 23 .* — The Council-of-war 
held to-day decided that the eight French 


' POntfin, 

* She was chased by the Weymouth (Pooock to Pigot, etc. June . 
29. ap. Military Co/isultatious, July 12, 1759.) 

* t.e., Siva Point. At Point Calimere, which I take to be the 
place referred to, is an important Saivite temple. But it is possible 
that for Seva we should read Kella, as the place may have been known 
as Kella Point. 

* 23th Ani^ Pramddhi, 
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soldiers who were found among the 30 English 
soldiers captured in the fort of Ty4gar should 
be hanged as deserters in arms in accordance, 
with M. Lally’s orders. As the released 
soldiers reported that one of the condemned 
men had been beaten two or three times by the 
English for helping the French prisoners at 
Trichinopoly, he was released, but the remain- 
ing seven were ordered to be hanged on four 
gallows to be erected opposite the old Gouveme- 
ment north of the Fort occupied by M. Barthd- 
lemy, two each on throe of the gibbets and one 
on fourth. The seven soldiers were hanged 
this evening north of the Fort instead of south 
of it as usual, as a bonfire had been built there 
for the eve of St. John. 

I returned homo at half -past six this 
evening from the feast outside to which I was 
invited this afternoon by Kandappa Udaiy&n. 

Afterwards M. Delarcho sent by his man 
a message from M. Lally to the following 
effect : — ‘ Salabat Jang’s presents, brought by 
Coja Zuhur ul-lah Khfin (Coja ’Abd-ul-lah 
Eh4n son) who is quartered at the VikravA,ndi 
man’s house near the comer garden, should be 
received to-morrow. Toll the NayinSr to bo 
present at the Fort at eight o’clock to-morrow 
morning with dancing-girls, pipers and lancers. 
You should also come to the Fort and get his’ 


' ije., Lally’s. 
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orders.’ Therefore I sent word to the Nayin&r 
about it, and dismissed M. Delarche’s man. 

Nayin^r, the head-peon, came to me and 
said that M. Leyrit, the Governor, had told 
him to inform me that, as the of Tanjore 
had seUt presents of cloth to M. Lally and 
others, I should instruct dancing-girls, pipers, 
etc., to be present to-morrow morning at the 
East Gate, and that I should see him at eight 
o’clock in the morning. At ten o’clock to- 
night, Kandan (M. Leyrit’s servant) also sent 
word to me about it. 

Monday, June 25 } — Although I did not go 
out to-day, I hear that, at eight o’clock this 
morning, M. Lally, who remained at M. Barthd- 
lemy’s garden, sent M. Barthelemyto confer 
with M. Leyrit, which M. Barthelemy did 
accordingly, but the object of his visit is not 
known. When the Tanjore E4j&’s and Salabat 
Jang’s presents were brought yesterday, 
[M. Lally] said that, as he was master, the 
presents’ intended for M. Leyrit should not be 
brought, and his name and country should not 
even be mentioned. Moreover he ordered that 
no Tamils should appear upstairs wearing 
boots, shoes or slippers, and that, while he sat, 
all should stand in his presence. Also, before 
he left for M. Barth61emy’s garden, he was very 


^ ISth Ani^ Pravfkddki, 
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angry with M. Leyrit, and sent M. Barth^lemy 
to him. All these lead me to think that he 
means to reign supreme in his valour, unaided 
by others, and that, as, according to the S/ids- 
traSy M. Leyrit’s fortune will expire this month, 
M. Lally is doing what will lead to M. Leyrit’s 
removal. I think that is why he sent him.‘ 
I shall see what happens. 

Thursday^ Jmw 28 .^ — At half -past one this 
morning, my aunt (my mother’s elder sister) 
reached the supreme feet of God at the ago of 
83, retaining her full vigour till^^the moment 
of her death. She has died in the 47th year 
after my mother’s death. 


^ , .BarthiSlemy, 


lS(h Antf Pramdfihi. 
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Monday, July 16 } — I heard this morning 
that Baz5, S4hib (Chand5, S5,hib’s son) would 
be given a dress of honour and a parwdnu for 
the Arcot subah. Eaza S^lhib sent me a mes- 
sage with compliments saying that, as M, Lally 
the General would personally bestow on him 
a dress of honour for the subah, I should see 
that Murtaza S^hib who married Mir Ghul4m 
Husain’s niece offered him congratulations, 
forgetting all past differences®. I replied 
plainly, ‘ What position do I hold to deserve 
any attention ? If I had the power to do any- 
thing, there would be reason in his* praising 
me and I should be justified in going. But, as 
matters stand, my going would bo unwelcome 
nor would it bo honourable.’ As I was pressed 
in spite of what I said, I sent word that, 
to-morrow and the day after, the constellations 
being Bharani and Kruttigai, I would think 
over the matter and communieate my decision. 


‘ 4th Adly Pramddhi, ^ 

^ Mtr Ghulilm Husain was that rather colourless person who, 
having been adopted by S’aadat<uMah, subsided into the position of 
nominal diwiln to D6st 'AU and killedar of Gingee. He is usually 
mentioned in the English records as * EbA.n BahddAr.’ He married 
a daughter of ChandH Sflhib ; hence the relationship betwe& Baz& 
S/lhib and 'Al! Naqi SUhib, and the former evidently wished to be 
recognized as head of the family. Ovme MSB, Various^ vol. 15, 
pp. 5-10. 

* Baza sahib’s. 
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I went to the Fort this morning to see the 
presentation of the dress of honour. I saw no 
Europeans there ; M. Leyrit’s room was closed, 
and M. Lally’s room open with one or two 
Europeans walking up and down on the east- 
ern side. I waited till ton in the central hall 
upstairs. Murtaza S4hib then came and I 
asked him the nows. . Ho said that all would 
bo made known on M. Delarcho’s arrival, 
so I waited again. M. Delarche at last came 
and went into M. Lally’s room, and, after 
talking with him, came out at half -past ten 
with Murtaza S4hib, I then came home. 

At seven o’clock to-night, I heard that Eazd, 
S&hib and ’Ali Naqi went to M. Delarche’s 
house, and received M. Lally the General’s 
parwdna for the A root subah, and that Peri- 
yanna Mudali, Kandappa Mudali and others 
who have been expecting offices, wont and gave 
nazars, after which the nauhat was beaten in 
honour of the grant. 

Monday^ July 23 } — When I asked why 
orders had been given about the appointment 
of the subahdar of Arcot, ho® replied, ‘ Eaz4 
S&hib will be the prince like OhandS. S&hib 
and other Naw4bs, and ho will enjoy a 
jagl^ir ; and the revenue from the country, 
the poligars’ and killedars’ peshkash, etc., 

* Itth' Adi, Pramddhi. New Moon Day. 

* Who this was does not appear. 
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will belong to Baz4 Sd.Mb except in Trichino- 
poly. and Tan j ore, and he will pay the 
Company after meeting the cost of the 
sibbandi' I replied, ‘ Hidayat Muhi-ud-din 
Kh4n and Salabat Jang gave a parwAna for 
the title of Coynmandeur-O&ndral and M. Dup- 
leix was given the Arcot subaP itself. Owing 
to disturbances, neither^ could enjoy the 
country, and disorder prevailed. Moreover 
the Muhammadan management failed, and 
there was confusion everywhere. I have 
never heard of any one who was master of 
the country appointing another master to lord 
it over us.® No doubt these things have been 
done after discussion with all the councillors 
in Council, but none of them has paused to 
enquire if such a thing can bo done. It is 
very astonishing.’ Ho continued, ‘ M. Leyrit 
and M. Desvaux did not concur, and three 
would not sign, but the council’s deliberation 
was recorded.. M. Lally is 06n6ral and can 
take a decision though the council do not 
agree. This decision is M. Lally’s.’ I asked on 
what grounds M. Leyrit had refused to sign. 
He replied that M. Leyrit had observed that 
the present time was not suitable and that the 
matter should be deferred. I observed, iM. 


^ i.e , neither the French nor the Muhammadans. 
* As by the new appointment of Baz& SWb. 
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Leyrit should have replied differently, but ho 
must have thought that, if he replied other- 
wise, M. Lally would get angry and say that 
his signature was unnecessary. The matter 
should have been stated in a proper way and 
then left.’ He answered, ‘ Who cares for such 
things ? He ^ disagrees because ho has not 
received anything. What does he care for 
justice or the honour of his race ? ’ I said that 
he remembered those things only when 
convenient. Just then, on hearing that his 
carriage was ready, ho took leave saying 
that he was going to Ariyankuppam. I came 
home at half -past eight. 

Tuesday, July 24 } — I wont to the Beach 
this morning, but, as I did not llnd M. lo 
Beaume, I returned home at eight. 

I heard this afternoon that harkaras with 
letters from Basalat .Tang (Salabat Jang’s 
younger brother) for M. Leyrit, M. Lally, M. 
Bussy and officers who had served under him, 
report that the Arcot subah and the country 
south of the Kistna have been given to him,® 
and that he is coming to settle affairs at Arcot 
with 10,000 horse and 6,000 foot, by way of 
Cuddapah and Nellore. What will happen 
remaihs to bo seen. 


‘ Leyrit. 

* 12ih Adi, Praniddhi, 

* i,e,, to Basalat Jang apparently. 
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For the last two or three days I have been 
hearing that Ramalingan has been urging 
M. Bazin to speak to M. Lally and get him the 
dorais' work * to be done in the Arcot subah 
which has been given to Razfi, Sahib, offering 
a present of three lakhs of rupees, and that 
M. Lally has agreed to it, so that Mmalingan 
has been very joyous, giving dancing and 
musical entertainments at night for the last 
three days on which he has spent 4,000 or 
5,000 rupees. 

Sunday, July 29 ? — I write below the news * 
which has been written to me ; — ‘ Niz&m ’All 
KhA,n who has been living in Sh&h Naw4b ® 
Khan’s house, wont to his elder brother Salabat 
Jang’s and said that he would not depart 
unless he was given the twenty lakhs of rupees’ 
worth of property belonging to his * wife, and 
then sot guards on his house, attempting to 
impi'ison Salabat Jang, seize all the property, 
and rule the country. But the amir-ul- 
umar&s^ under Niz4m ’Ali Kh&n, the jema- 
dars, etc., disapproved of such treatment of 
Salabat Jang and told Niz4m ’Ali Kh4n that 


* f.«„ I think, the management of the revenue, etc., on behalf of 
the Europeans. 

^ 13th (sic,) Adi, Pramddhi. Ihe day of the month should be 
the 17th. , 

• Quere, Naw&z. 

^ e.e., Salabat Jang's. ^ 

^ The principal nobles are meant. 
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they could not countenance such unjust, be- 
haviour as they had vowed not to raise a finger 
against Salabat Jang. The latter will either 
kill NizA,ni ’AH Khan or bo killed by him. 
The two brothers have thus quarrelled even 
to the point of murder. Owing to the atroci- 
ties committed at Golconda, the merchants 
and inhabitants are leaving it, and people 
say that the town will bo destroyed, anarchy 
will prevail, and the destruction of the MusHm 
power is at hand.’ 

M. Lally dined with M. Soupiro at Olu- 
karai. 

Monday, July 30. ‘ — I hoard the following 
news ; — Im^m Sahib’s son requested to be 
allowed to enjoy Tyagadrug with its jaghir as 
his father had done,’* for which he offered 
a nazar of 30,000 rupees to the Company, to bo 
deducted from the money owing by the Com- 
pany to Imam Sahib * for which he would give 
a receipt to say that the Company had paid 
back the amount in ready money. Moreover 
he promised 10,000 rupees to M. Lally — 5,000 
immediately and 5,000 in fifteen days after 
receiving the parwdnn. Ho has also agreed to 

‘ ISth Adi„ PramdfihL 

* Imllm 34hib had died in 1749, and his son Hasan AH had 
succeeded to his ja^hirs (see vol. vi, pp. 248, etc. and 299 nupra). He 
was perhaps now securing restoration or confirmation. 

^ This was a sum deposited with the Company on condition of 
paying an annual allowance to his son and daughter. 

45 
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give 3,000 rupees to M. Bazin and 2,000 to his 
dub4sh Savarir&yan, besides paying a yearly 
peshkash of 7,000 rupees for the jaghir. He 
visited M. Lally at eleven o’clock to-day with 
a rich dross of honour, a diamond ring pur- 
chased from Coja Johannes for 2,000 rupees, 
and a horse. He was asked to sit on a chair 
facing him, and there followed a conversation 
in which M. Bazin’s dubA,sh, Savarirayan, 
acted as interpreter. M. Lally then gave Imam 
Sahib’s son the parwdna for Tyagadrug. As 
ImA,m Sahib’s son sat still to receive it, M. 
Bazin told the chobdar to lift him by the hand 
and press his nock down to make him bow. 
But when ho was about to bo treated thus dis- 
respectfully, M. Lally observed that he was 
only a boy who did not know the mode of 
salutation, and that the chobdar should 
instruct him. Imi\m SA^hib’s son, being then 
given leave, rose to receive the panvdna and 
retired after bowing. An old man who ac- 
companied ImAm SAhib’s son, knowing what 
had happened to his master, bowed his head 
to the ground. After his departure, a salute 
of seven guns was fired, I have written this 
from the report I heard from people who were 
present on the occasion. 

I hear that M. La Selle returned last 
night from inspecting the Fanchmahal, leav- 
ing affairs there in such a state as to make 
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men say that the unjust administration of the 
pargannahs by M. Miran was better than M. la 
Selle’s which had made them forgot the 
former’s injustice. Wo shall perceive the 
difference ourselves. 

ImA,m Sahib’s son’s presents to M. Lally 
consisted of two rich dresses of honour worth 
400 rupees, a horse worth 1,000 rupees, and a 
diamond ring worth 2,000 rupees, — in all 
3,400 rupees. 

Tuesdai/, July <il } — At eleven o’clock to-day, 
Chanda Sahib’s son Kaza Sahib, was sum- 
moned to receive his dress of honour as 
subahdar of Arcot according to the resolution 
of council on Saturday, 2nd Adi^ It was 
yesterday resolved when ho should receive the 
dress of honour and the [pargannah],* and so 
M. Lally sent for M. Labat his Secretary, and 
told him to inform M. Leyrit, M. Bartholemy, 
and the other councillors at their houses that, 
at eleven o’clock to-day, Tuesday, July 31, 
BazA, SA.hib would receive a dress of honour 
and th .0 parwdna^ for the Arcot subah, and that 
they should attend the ceremony. Accord- 
ingly at eleven o’clock to-day, M. Leyrit, the 


* loth Adi, PramAdhi. 

* July 14. 

* I am not sure whether this is a copyist’s error for ‘ parw&na’ or 
whether Banga Pillai means the jaghir which was to be given to Razft 
SAhib. See above pp. 348-349. 

^ Beading parwAna for kurawAna. 
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Governor, the councillors and other Company’s 
servants, assembled in M. Lally’s room. 
M. Bazin and M. le Maire, who went to bring 
BazS. Sahib, received a rich dress of honour and 
a rich Muhamudi dress of honour, respectively; 
and EazA. S&hib and ’Alt Naqi S4hib got into 
their palankins and accompanied them to the 
Fort with a very small following.^ When 
Chand& Sahib’s son went upstairs, ho was kept 
waiting a short time, being told that it was not 
yet convenient for M. Lally to see him. Then 
M. Dupleix’ wheeled-chair* which was 
brought from Europe, and which has been kept 
at M. du Bausset’s house, was ordered to bo 
brought. M Lally sat in it, and M. Leyrit 
in an ordinary chair next to M. Lally, while 
M. Barth^lomy and the other councillors -stood. 
Then Baza S&hib and ’Alt Naqi S4hib 
accompanied by M. Bazin and M. le Maire 
entered, and were offered chairs. Before 
Chand& SAhib’s son took his scat, ho gave 
M. Lally a bdjiiband and a pendant set with 
precious stones as a nazar. When ho had 
taken his seat, ho was asked if he had sent 
his people to Arcot to which he replied 
that he had. Thereon the flag was ordered 
to be hoisted, and a salute of 21 guns fired. 
When a man climbed the flag-staff to hoist 


^ Literally * with ten persons.' 

* Does this mean a chair on castors P 
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the flag, the rope broke in the middle and 
a new one had to be tied before the flag 
was hoisted. Baza SS.hib was then presented 
with a dress of honour and the pargannah,’ 
and ’Ali Naqi with a dross of honour. 
Both received them standing, salaamed 
and resumed their seats, on which a 
salute of 21 guns was fired. They then 
exchanged a few words of compliment and 
took leave, M. Bazin and M. lo Maire being 
told to escort them home. They went accord- 
ingly. Troops were drawn up at the Fort gate, 
and the tambour beat as is done for the Second. 
When they reached their house, M. Bazin and 
M. lo Maire each received a dazzling dross of 
honour. The former was given a diamond 
ring as well and the latter a sapphire ring. 

1 also hear that M. Lally on being requested 
to visit his house this evening, agreed to go. 

People say that the breaking of the flag- 
staff rope signifies his* death or imprisonment 
within a few days. 

^ See above p. 355, n. 4. 


1.^., Raza S^lhib's. 
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AUGUST 1759. 

Wednesdaij, August 1. ' — After I had reached 
the Fort this morning, ChandA, S4hib’s son and 
Taqi S4hib’s son arrived in two palankins from, 
which they descended and went upstairs. M. 
Delarchc was in M. Leyrit’s room on the west. 
When Taqi Sahib’s son and Chanda S4hib’s 
son entered, they were invited to sit, and, after 
they had offered a present and a turra as their 
nazars, they were dismissed with compliments 
and a rich dress of honour each. No salute 
was fired, nor did any Europeans escort them ; 
thus the usual ceremony was omitted. I think 
that, as M. Leyrit has not agreed to M. Lally’s 
grant of the Arcot subah, yesterday M. Lally 
did what ho wished to do, in the presence of 
him who refused to sign ; and told the two inen 
to visit M. Leyrit to-day. They accordingly 
visited him, and ho was thus obliged to accept 
their nazars and give presents in return — 
otherwise M. Leyrit would not have sent for 
them, nor would they have visited him. Thus 
Itaza SA.hib paid his visit and returned, all in 
about ten minutes. 

Ijetters have been brought to M. Lally by 
harkaras from Salabat Jang. They say : — ‘ M. 
Bussy knows this place, and the nature of the 


* tOth Adi, Pramddhi. 
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poligars, Marathas, killodars and others of this 
country, and can speak to each according to 
his deserts, collect peshkash, send troops to 
punish the obstinate, seize their killas and take 
fines from them. Ho dismissed the worthless 
and appointed others. Thus he dealt with the 
poligars and Marathas, held the people in sub- 
jection for seven years, and maintained order. 
Moreover twice he drove the IST^nA. to retreat 
with his army, so that the Marathas fear to 
enter where his name is mentioned. Moreover 
although the PMshdh of Delhi wrote to 
M. Bussy half a dozen times asking him to 
come to his assistance, the PadshAh acquiesced 
when ho replied that, if he visited Delhi, the 
Marathas would seize the Deccan countries. 
None but M. Bussy can keep the poligars, 
Marathas and killodars in order. Send him 
therefore, or come yourself with a small part 
of your army. If you will do neither of those, 
your troops and Jemadars who enjoy countries 
etc., hero will bo dismissed, and I shall seek 
English help and manage affairs as I think best. 
I have sent Coja Zuhur-ul-lah Khan and Salabat 
Jansr^ about this. Como therefore without 
delay.’ I hear that no reply will bo given until 
a letter is received from Niz&m ’Ali Kh&n, but 


^ Sic, The name really intended does not appear. 
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that he will he given help. We shall see what 
happens. 

M, Lally with four or five officers and 
M. Dolarche and other councillors went to 
Eaz4 SA.hib’s house this evening, and conducted 
him to the Fort with the naubat, music and 
other marks of honour. Afterwards Baza 
Sahib gave M. Lally a turra and a sarpdeh set 
with precious stones, a pendant and a rich 
dress of honour, and M. Delarchc a rich dress 
of honour and a pendant set with precious 
stones. After accepting these they departed. 

Friday^ August 3 } — I heard to-day that 
Bishop Noronha of Mylaporo, who was sent as 
vakil to Mor4ri Rtio, after conferring with him, 
had written the following proposals to M. 
Lally ;~ 

‘ Morari Rao will send 1,000 horse and 
musket-people, 100 soldiers, 100 Cotfrees and 
Topassos ; before they reach Kadappanattam 
gada^ M. Lally should send a lakh of rupees as 
a present ; four sard^rs — Sivarama Bhava, 
Mulhari Rtlo, Innis Kh&n and Narasinga Rfto 
Ghorpad^ — ^are coming ; when they visit M. 
Lally, two large-tusked elephants, three horses 
and four guns, should bo given to them besides 
cloth. When they return to their country after 
having rendered service, they should be given 


* 22 nd Adi, Pramddhi, 
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another lakh and the above-mentioned presents. 
Although it was formerly arranged that each 
horseman should be paid one rupee a day, since 
arriving here, I have reduced this to three- 
quarters of a rupee each. ’ 

Saturday^ August 4 } — ^At sunrise this morn- 
ing, 16 or 17 English vessels, that had been 
cruising off Negapatam, arrived off tho Pondi- 
chery roads. A red piivdP flag was immedi- 
ately hoisted on the flag-staff and two guns wore 
fired. All the Europeans came to the Fort 
with their guns ; shot, powder, all munitions 
of war, match, etc., were made ready at the 
Beach and the ramparts round the ditch, and 
all were ready to fire.= Innumerable people 
Went to tho Beach to witness the sight. At 
noon the English vessels put out to sea and 
disappeared. M. Soupire was in command, 
and it is said that ai letter has been written to 
M. Lally.* 1,200 soldiers, 2,000 foot and 1,000 
horse have reached Conjoeveram from Madras 
on their way to attack Arcot. 

Sunday^ August 5 .* — At eight o’clock this 
morning, I went to tho Fort, but did not see 
any one there. I then went to the Beach. 
English ships wore cruising north and south 
off Virftmpattanam, firing single guns now and 

' 23rd Adi, PramAdhi. 

. . * Can pCtvdl be a corruption of pavilion ? . Cf. p. above. 

^ Who had joined the army at Chidambaram. 

* 24th Adi, Pramdtlhi. 
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then. Our men posted on the ramparts were 
on the alert. There were at the Beach only 
half as many as were present yesterday to wit- 
ness the sight, and I think there will be fewer 
still to-morrow. I talked about general matters 
with two Or throe officials who wore there, and 
took leave and returned home at ten. I heard 
no other important nows. 

Monday, August — I heard to-night that 
M. le Marquis de Conflans, who surrendered 
Masulipatam to the English, having signed an 
agreement as prisoner of war according to 
Ehropoah custom to the effect that he would 
liot boar arms against the English, had arrived 
at Olukarai at two o’clock this morning with 
his camp equipage ; but learning that M, Lally 
was at Chidambaram, he set out thither. 

Tuesday, August 7.* — I heard that ChandS. 
S&hib’s and Taqi Sahib’s sons who loft this 
place for Valud^viir at six o’clock yesterday 
evening with ten or fifteen troopers and 100 
foot, had set out to-day. All say that, although 
the French were in possession of Arcot before 
Baza S&hib was appointed Naw4b, the English 
will certainly capture K3,vdrip3<kkam and 
other places and that Eaz& SS.hib and his 
people will be running back to Pondichery 
within. the month. 


* SSth Pramddhi. * S6th Adi, Pramddhi, 
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Wednesday^ August 8 } — I have heard no 
news because all my people are busy about the 
Stmantham Kalydnaw? of Muttuvalll’s 
daughter 'Kulandai. 

Two officers came to me to-night and said, 
‘ The frigate [Qracieuse] * which left France . in 
ChitHrai * last arrived at Mah4 after a passage 
of three months and nine days. The Com- 
pany’s letter was delivered to the Directeur 
of Mah4 who despatched it hither ; it reached 
M. Leyrit this evening, having been eleven 
days on the way. The letter addressed by the 
Cornpany to the council contained only 
accounts, and no details will be kno wn until 
th© letter has been copied. The Gazette says 
that the war is stiU raging in Europe and that 
the King of Denmark has declared war against 
the King of France. Mr. Lasuk ® is coming, to 
Madras with eight ships and orders from . the 
English. The English have captured the 
important French town of Louisbourg in 
Canada. M. Montcalm, a lieutenant-general 
like M, Lally has defeated 4,000 soldiers who 
have been made prisoners and sent to France. 

* S7th Adi, PramMhi. 

■ Vide vol. ix, p. 139, n. 1. • 

* Kanga Pillai calls her the * La Gulori * probably confusing her 
with the Gloire. 

* April-May. 

^ The name is evidently corrupt. 1 think Rear-Admiral Cornish 
is probably meant* In the previous May he was sent out to reinforce 
Pocock. . 
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A Director of the Company (I do not know 
his name) having paid two crores and forty 
lakhs of rupees to the King, requested him to 
make ready men-of-war, whereon the King 
supplied him with 40 ships, and more are 
being built. The Company obtained from the 
King eight Crosses^ of St. Louis for the eight 
persons — MM. Saubinet, Mainville, Dusaus- 
saye, Baldic, and four others who are dead. 
These Crosses have been sent to India by the 
frigate. It is not known what has been writ- 
ten in the Company’s letters to M. Leyrit, 
M. Lally and the councillors *. I have written 
the above, but it remains to be seen what other 
important news has been written. As this 
frigate sailed from Europe after M. Mont- 
morency had arrived, the Company and. the 
ministers must have received news from here. 
I think that, as this frigate reached India in 
three months and nine days, something impor- 
tant must have taken place. We shall learn, 
hereafter. 

Thursday^ August 9 ? — I heard the following 
news to-day : — When they have captured the 
fort of K&Vdrip&kkam, the English intend to 


* Reading muthirai for kudirai, 

* The principal points in the orders now received were: — (1) 
orders to Lally to superintend the Company's finances ; (2) orders 
recalling most of his staff and appointing Bussy second in command 
under Lally 

* 28th Adit Framddki 
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inarch on Arcot and have encamped with their 
troops at LM^pSttai and Ed,nipdttai. Another 
detachment is marching to Utramallhr and 
other pargannahs. The French commander 
who is encamped near Wandiwash sent this 
news to M, Soupire, complaining at the same 
time of the want of provisions, on which M. 
Soupire summoned M. Miran and spoke angrily 
to him. He, in turn, spoke angrily to (Ihinnayya 
Pillai, the lessee of Wandiwash, and ordered 
him to proceed to liis pargannahs and supply 
the army with provi sions, Chinn ayya Pillai is 
proceeding to W andiwash accordingly. 

Friday^ August 10} — To-night M. BoyeUeau 
sent a letter for me from M. Godeheu at Paris 
despatched by the frigate the [Oracieiise] *, from 
Mahe. It says ‘ I have received all your 
letters and accounts, and have delivered your 
Tetters to the Company. I have also delivered 
your letters to the minister called the 
Comptroller-General of Finance. At present 
no one has any leisure owing to the war ; but 
as your business has precedence over every- 
thing else, I asked the Company and the 
ministers to tell M. Lally* and the Council to 
settle your affair a^nce and report what had 
been done. Their letters about you with 



’ On'thiB occasion VLiigUTdriyds.' 

* 'Kdnsti H. Lally,* in the Tamil. 
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fayonrable orders are on the way.’ I was 
much gratified with this kind and polite letter. 
We shall see what happens when the other 
letters and the orders to the council have h^n 
received. 

I hear that Eazfi S4hib who was on his way 
to Arcpt has halted at Chdtpattu on seeing the 
preparations of the English, and that M. 
Delarche has left for ChMambaram in order 
to confer vrith M. Lally. 

Saturday, August 11 } — I went to M. Boyel* 
lean this morning with M. Godeheu’s letter 
received last night in order to thank him for 
sending me the letter and to enquire after his 
health as he has, been suffering from asthma. 
I paid him my respects in the presence of his 
wife, his son and his son-in-law. Having .told 
his wife, who was sitting on his bed, to sit on 
a chair, he asked me to sit by him and then 
enquired after my health. After expressing 
my regret at his illness, I gave him M. Gode- 
heu’s letter to me from Europe and added, * My 
affair has prospered and a favourable letter 
has been received by reason of your kind letter 
to Europe on my behalf. I thank you very 
much for this and for whatever may come out of 
it, and I will not forget your kindness so long 
as life remains in my body.’ Thus I expressed 


> mk Adi, PtarnddOU. 
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my gratitude to him as Usual. He read the 
letter ouce, twice and even thricC and return- 
ing it to me said, ‘ You are very fortunate 
indeedj for you wrote to a country which is 
6,000 leagues away and settled your business 
without leaving this place. Even the Govern- 
ors and the councillors here could not expect 
such orders, or that all the complaints of the 
Governor against you should end in nothing. 
On the contrary, he has been blamed, and a 
commission' has been appointed. Your 
fortune equals that of kings.’ Thus M. Boyel- 
leau, his wife and M. Dusaussaye, his son-in- 
law, all congratulated me adding that M. Lally 
would be afraid of me after seeing the letter, 
and what then would the rest feel ? Though 
M. Boyelleau’s asthma was bad, yet he forgot 
his bodily troubles and talked to mo about my 
letter for an hour. He said that M. Godeheu 
had written strongly about me and desired 
him not to forsake mo, and even showed mo 
his letter. I thanked him suitably and talked 
about other matters. On his telling me that 1 
might go as ho was tired, I took leave aUd 
came home at ten o’clock. 

Tuesday y August 14 } — heard the following 
ne'ws to-day : — The English attacking Tirupati 
having been beaten by the Marathas, retired 


* tnd Avam, Pratnddhi 
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towards Arcot, intending to take K4Tdripd.kkam 
and Timiii forts and then attack Arcot on 
receiving reinforcements from Madras. Being 
forewarned of this, the French in the fort and 
those on their side completely evacuated the 
fort so that the English should find nothing to 
plunder in the Chettis’ and merchants’ houses 
and no women to ravish. After their first 
disgraceful retreat, the English again advanced 
to capture the fort, but being attacked by our 
troops at night, they retreated to Conjeeveram,. 
Now, hearing that the English are preparing to 
attack Arcot, 500 or 600 soldiers ,and some 
officers have been sent thither from here. Qn 
M. Lally’s arrival to-day, M. Soupire will be 
sent to-morrow. Owing to want of money for 
the expenses, a council was held this morning 
by M. Loyrit, M. Barth41omy and other coun- 
cillors. M. Barthdlemy proposed to ask the 
lessee of the Villiyanallfir country to give 
15,000 rupees in advance, which ho might 
deduct from this year’s rent, but that, if he 
refused, Appu Mudali should be given the 
lease of the country for five years. M. Loyrit 
summoned the Guntfir people and told them 
that, if they provided money, they would be 
allowed to continue, but otherwise, they 
would be removed. 

I also hear that it wa-s , decided , in to-day’s 
council that M. La Selle should settle the 




1759J JlfAtrOA BANOA PlLLAl ,%9 


dispute between Appu Mudali and other n4<- 
tdr.% and Guntdr Narasinga Chotti, Eangappa 
Chetti and others, instead of M. Barthdlemy 
who had been first appointed. 

Wednesday, August 15 } — At two o’clock 
this afternoon, M. Soupire and some officers 
marched for Arcot with 200 soldiers. 

Thursday, August 16 } — I heard that a 
council sat to-day till noon and I write below 
what I have seen and what I have heard from 
people who were present at it. As lakhs will 
be needed for the expenses of the army, both 
soldiers and sihbandis here, and of the men-of- 
war expected from Mascareigne, it has been 
decided that M. Leyrit, the Governor, M. 
Barthelemy the Second, the Councillors and 
the others, shall each contribute according to 
his riches, that the houses of those who refuse 
to do so will be liable to plunder by the 
troops, and that M. La Selle has been appoint- 
ed to collect money from the Tamils in 
proportion to their wealth. M. Desvaux who 
has temporary charge of the country that was 
in my management, is to collect from the 
renters about ten lakhs of rupees which he 
states to be due from them. Besides this, M. 
La Selle has been appointed to collect all 
arrears due on trading debts of the last sixty 


> 3rd Avemi, Pramddhi. 
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years since the hoisting of the French flag, the 
peshkash due from M. Dupleix’ time, and the 
balance due from Chand4 Sahib. The King’s 
minister in Europe has written to M. Lally 
shying that M. Loyrit, M. Desvaux, the coun- 
cillors and others have ruined both the 
Company by stealing its money, and the 
towns-peoplo who live upon its land by 
forcing them to give bribes, and that he must 
enquire into those matters, and decide them 
properly, M. Lally will do so accordingly. 
Till a new Governor arrives to replace M. 
Loyrit by a ship now coming, the latter and 
the councillors will continue nominally in 
office, with the honours to their position but 
without powers I heard this from respect- 
able Europeans when 1 was driving out of the 
Fort this evening, so I have written it. 

At seven o’clock to-night I heard that 
M. La Selle had ordered Tiruchelvaraya 
Mudali the Choultry-writer and others and 
some peons, to bring two mahdnd^tdrs from 
each caste to-morrow, which the poligars’ 
peons and Choultry-writers’ ddroghas are 
preparing to do. 


> 1 he e«irlior part of this version is in tolerable agreement with 
the Company’s orders (Company to Lally, March 20, 1759. Lally’s 
Mimoire^ Pieces, No. 7). The conclusion however is merely plausible 
but inaccurate conjecture- 
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Friday^ August 17} — To-day M, La Selle 
assembled the mahdndttdrs of the town and 
told them to give in a list of the property of 
the towns-poople according to M. Lally the 
General’s orders. The mahdndttdrs saying 
that they knew nothing about it, M. La Solle 
gave TiUai Maistri two or three stripes, and 
shut the mahdndttdrs up till midnight in a 
room in his house, without even allowing 
them their food. The mahdndttdrs however 
raised such an outcry that they were allowed 
to go for their food on the security of the 
Nayind.r. 

Saturday^ {^August 75].® — The mahdndttdrs 
had directed the people to close the shops in 
the town to-day and to assemble in the Mutti- 
rai Choultry. M. La Selle having sent for the 
Nayinar and the Choultry monigar, told them 
to bring the mahdndttdrs assembled at the 
Choultry. On receiving this order, the mahd- 
ndttdrs said, ‘ When we were sent for yesterday, 
he said that he was making a list of the 
property of the towns-people and asked us to 
sign it. When wo replied that we did not 
knew the details of each man’s property, we 
were shut up in a house without being 
allowed to get food or answer the calls of 
nature. We are therefore afraid to appear 


' ith Avatti, PramAdhi. 
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before him.’ When this answer was reported 
to M. La Selle, he said, ‘ If they are frightened, 
tell them to come with Pillai Avargal. You 
had better go and tell Pillai Avargal to pacify 
the mahandttdrs and bring them to mo at four 
o’clock.’ I sent for and pacified the malidndt- 
tdrs accordingly, and took them to M. La 
Sello’s at four o’clock. On our arrival, M. La 
Selle wrongfully abused them for agreeing to 
make out a list of property and not doing so. 
They replying that they had never agreed, he 
said that ho had spoken well of them to M. 
Lally Sahib and that I was to bring them back 
to-morrow afternoon. 

Sunday^ August 19} — M. Lally S4hib sent 
for me this morning and said, ‘ Why have all 
the shops in the town been closed ? If they 
are opened, well and good ; but otherwise I 
will punish the [bazaar-people] severely. 
All this has been done at the instigation of 
the Nayin&r who has been doing whatever he 
pleases. As you are the man with authority, 
you had better issue the necessary orders to 
the bazaar-people to have the bazaars opened.’ 
I therefore sent for the mahdndttdrs and the 
Nayin^r, and told them that they might make 
a representation, but that the Governor would 
be angry if they refused to open the shops 


^ 7th Avanif PramddhL 
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at his desire. 1 then took them to M. La 
Sello, explained matters to him, and then had 
the shops opened. 

At five o’clock this evening I went to 
M. Lally Sahib with the mahandttars and 
discussed matters with him. He said, ‘ Don’t 
bo anxious because the money you have lent 
already has not yet been repaid. You may 
rest assured that whatever you lend now may 
be considered as money in your own hands. 
1 will prove this to you to-morrow and you 
shall understand everything. Don’t hesitate, 
then, but make up your minds and inform 
me to-morrow.’ 

Monday^ August — Under the orders of 

M. Lally the General, M. Pouly, six soldiers 
and N ayin^r the head-peon, went to Periyanna 
Mudali’S house and brought him to the Fort 
under the escort of two soldiers. They then 
went to Kandappa Mudali’s house and sent 
him also to the Fort under the custody of two 
soldiers. Thence they went to Savariraya 
Pillai’s house and sent him also to the Fort 
escorted by two soldiers These three have 
been shut up in separate cells near the West 
Gate (the Porte Dauphine), and six sepoys 
were posted to guard the houses of each. At 
one o’clock by M. Lally’s orders, M. Guillard 

^ Sth Avatu, Pramddhi. The trauBcript gives the European day of 
the month as the 19th. 
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and M. de "Noual (the greffler and notary) 
searched the houses of the three persons, 
noted their property, and deposited the keys at 
t\ict Or effe. At two o’clock M. Leyrit the old 
Governor sent for the Nayin^r anil ordered him 
to go with his butler to M. Pouly (Provost- 
marshal) to explain to M. Lally and get his 
permission for the three persons to go home 
for their food, saying that he would stand 
surety for their not running away. He went 
to the General with the Nayin^r and explained 
matters to him. The General gave a note to the 
Nayinar with instructions to him to deliver it 
to the people at the gate. The Nayin4r, taking 
the note, gladly thinking that permission had 
been given for the three persons to go out to 
take their food, delivered it to the sergeant 
at the West Gate, but he, after reading it, 
imprisoned the Nayinar as well. 

At four o’clock I went to the General with 
M. La Selle, the mah&nCittars and the Com. 
pany’s merchants. The General said to the 
mahduattdrs, ‘Those who formerly exercised 
authority in the town, took bribes, behaved 
unjustly and maltreated people to the detri, 
ment of trade. Consequently their injustice 
was written to the glorious and valorous 
TCing of France who ordered me to protect the 
people from injustice and to promote trade. 
So you need not be anxious ; you may carry on 
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your trade as you please, make money and 
pass freely in the streets. Should any, in 
ignorance, behave unjustly, be he prince or 
Pariah, let the matter be reported to me, and I 
will enquire into it and punish or line the 
culprits. I will bo impartial to all alike, 
whether they be poor or mahar^j^s. Don’t 
think there is any other hero who can exorcise 
authority over you.’ Holding up the lusu^ in 
his hand, he added that ho would act impar- 
tially, saying, ‘ During these troublous times, 
it is my duty to protect people from danger. I 
therefore propose to build ramparts round the 
Fort and make other preparations ; but you 
should join together to lend eight or ten lakhs 
of rupees which shall be returned to you with 
interest at 12 cent. I will mortgage for 
this amount the Villiyanallhr or Yaludavhr 
country, or any country you choose. You may 
choose a few from among yourselves to be 
chiefs and manage the country. Should a lakh 
be repaid in the meantime, you must allow 
counter-interest on that amount ; but should 
the amount be loss, you need not allow any. 
Should ships arrive before your loan is entirely 
repaid, I will pay the balance, and you need 
not fear any obstructions in the mortgaged 
lands. Pest assured that what I write, sign 


^ Qaere, the Loqm, his cross of St. Louis. 
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and seal will be as firm and lasting as a writing 
cut on stone, nothing loss. Besides remember 
that such a sanad is as valuable as one from the 
King of France. M. Godeheu made certain 
arrangements, but, after his departure, the 
people here did not perform what ho laid down, 
but took bribes and managed affairs as they 
pleased. Don’t fear that I shall do like that. 
Whatever I do, you may take as the King’s 
deed and no one can prevent me from doing 
what I like. Henceforth I shall give the orders 
as to what shall be done here ; and from them 
you will learn everything. So come to a con- 
clusion about the money matter, and let four of 
your chiefs come to me with Waz^rat Kfiyar' and 
tell mo. Youneednotallcome but four willdo.’ 
M. La Selle interposed and said, ‘ Should you 
say “ To-morrow,” they will delay; so tell them 
to come to-morrow morning.’ — ‘No,’ he re- 
plied, ‘ If they can’t come to-morrow, let them 
come the day after.’ Then turning to the 
mahdndtUtm ho said, ‘ Should you fail to come 
to mo to-morrow and delay, the hungry soldiers 
and oflBcers will enter your houses and carry off 
whatever they may find or do worse. Don’t 
then blame me.’ M. La Selle asked the General 
about the imprisonment of the Nayin4r. He 
replied, ‘The Europeans are entering the Tamils’ 


the Diarist. 
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houses in the town and seizing and ravishing 
women besides entering their temples, causing 
damages and committing other atrocities in the 
town. Seeing that he is the poligar, such things 
should have been reported to me on the spot, so 
that I might have punished them on the spot. 
His neglect has brought about all the injustice 
and infamy in the town ; and who will be 
blamed ? That is why 1 have imprisoned 
him and propose to appoint M. Dupleix’ 
poligar at Villiyanallur, the one-eyed man 
who wears a badge but who is said to be 
clever.’ The mahanattcirs replied, ‘ This Nayi- 
nfi.r has been poligar here by right of birth for 
a long time, so ho cannot be removed. Please 
therefore consider this.’ He answered, ‘ In 
that case suggest an honest and able man who 
will be good to all, and I will appoint him.’ 
Thereon M. La Selle asked why they should 
disapprove of the Nayin^r of Villiyanallur. 
The General Avargal replied, ‘ The man pro- 
posed must be acceptable to all.’ M. La Selle 
pointing to Tillai Maistri then said, ‘ He is a 
proud and impertinent man. He was only a 
cooly working for a fanam a day, and yet ho 
does not respect me.’ The General said that 
it was no time for such unbecoming talk. 
Then he remained silent. Seeing the very 
considerate way in which the General spoke 
48 
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to-day, I think that the Governor and the 
councillors here will bo unable to answer him 
When I had finished my meal, M. Boyelleau 
sent for me at two o’clock and said, [ ' ] . 

At five o’clock on the evening of Wednesday 
the 20th Adi,^ M. Lally visited Eaz4 Sft-hib’s 
house with M. Delarcho, the councillors and 
otficers. 'Che following presents were given 
to them : — 

To M. Lally : — 

A turra set with precious stones ; 

a turra and a sarp&ch set with precious 
stones ; 

a pendant sot with precious stones ; and 
a rich dross of honour ; 

To M. Delarcho; — 

A pendant sot with precious stones and 
a rich dross of honour. 

Two elephants with good tusks, three 
horses and four guns wore given after the 
visit was over. 

When they left after finishing their 
business, a lakh of rupees, two elephants, 
three horses and four guns were given. 

* ‘ T had arranged that each trooper should 
bo paid at the rate of one rupee; but Dilarshthu 


^ 1 . 

* This appears to he a portion of a letter from Noronha who had 
been sent to arrange for the supply of help by Mor&i i RAo, Se^ 
above p. 2500. 
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Jang ^ wrote saying that, as he had known 
the French for a long time, he had arranged for 
12 annas, that the troopers, Europeans and 
Coffrees, the foot, earth-diggers, lascars, 
bullock-people, etc., should bo paid at the rate 
of 12 annas a day, according to his former 
agreement with M. Duploix, and desiring that 
I should sign and send an agreement to that 
ofiBect. I have not yet replied to it.’ 

Morari ll^o has written to M. Lally saying 
that before his troops consisting of 3,000 horse, 
1,000 foot, 100 Coffrees and 10 guns arrived at 
Kadappanattam passes, a lakh of rupees 
should be sent, and that the four sardars - 
Sivarama Bhava, Mulhari llao, Innis Kht\n 
and Narasinga Eao Ghorpade — are being sent 
to visit him. 

Thurjidai/, August 23 } — I loft my house at 
se\en o’clock this morning and wont to 
M. Barthelemy’s in order to tell him that 
M. La Selle was trying to got six or eight 
lakhs in cash from the tax, having told 
M. Lally the General that the mahdnatUhrs 
could find that sum, in which matter I also 
had been told to assist ; but that ho * was 


^ Unidentified. Morilii ll4o is the name one would expect to 
find here. The only guess 1 can hazard is that it is a corruption of 
some Persian title held by Morari BAo. 

• llth Avani^ PraniddhL • 

* i.e.. La Selle. 
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complaining that I had encouraged them, 
and that should such things go on, no 
money would come in, and people would raise 
an outcry. I therefore wished to desire him 
to explain matters to M. Lally in those troubled 
times. When I arrived and paid my respects, 
M. La Sollo and M. Barthdlomy were talking 
together. They returned my compliments. 
M. La Selle asked me if arrangements liad been 
made to collect the amounts which the tna/id- 
ndttdrs had agreed to pay. I replied that I 
had sent word about it last night and at day- 
break this morning, and that twice they[ ]. 

Fridaij, Augmt 24 } — When I went to 
M. Barth61omy’s house this morning, ho was 
alone, and, after paying me his compliments 
and asking mo to sit down, enquired the 
contents of Poriyanna Mudali’s letter. ' I 
replied, ‘As the troops in the north were 
marching to Udaiy?irpA,laiyam, orders were 
asked for the supply of powder and shot 
which they lacked, and for the entertainment 
of sibbandi peons, a list of whom 'will be sent 
shortly. The cultivators are being sent for 
and given cowlos, so that they may carry on 
the cultivation. This is all and there has 
been no other important news.’ He said that 

* 12tk A rani, Pramd/ihi, 
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this news should be reported to M. Lally the 
General and told mo to give the letter to 
Louche his Topass sei’vant. I did accordingly. 

I then went to M. Lally’s house whore 
M. La Selle asked me the news. I said that 
everything was all right. He added, ‘The 
mahdndttdrs have not yet paid the amounts, 
so I have sent peons to them. ’ — ‘ That is right, ’ 
I replied, and added, ‘ But they should not 
be hurried, for many are concerned in this 
affair, and some delay must bo allowed. They 
have to collect their shares from several people 
and no single person is responsible for the 
amount, so that the sum should bo collected 
without severity. ’ Thereon ho told me to take 
the mahdndttdrs to M. Lally the General 
whither ho also would go. So I wont to the 
Fort. M. Loyrit had desired M. Lully to go to 
church and hear mass, but he had replied that 
M. Leyrit might go on and that he would 
come shortly. M. Soupire and M. Loyrit 
therefore wont to church first and M. LaJly 
set out at half -past ten. The troops were 
drawn up and the tambour was beaten. He 
returned at eleven o’clock from church and 
went into his writing-room. He then sent for 
the mahdndttdrs^ Kanakasabhai Mudali, Tillai 
Maistri and the Komuttis Krishnama Chetti 
and Dharmasiva Chetti. When they arrived 
these four, 1, M. La Selle, M. Lally and 
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Savarimutta, the Choultry- writer went into 
a room together. He asked if they had 
brought the bill. M. La Sello replied, ‘ How 
can you expect them to pay ? They told me 
last night that they can find only one lakh out 
of the eight lakhs of rupees you want. So 
they cannot pay. Unless you put a few of 
them in custody and appoint the Choultry- 
writer, my man and hanga Pillai’s man to 
collect the tax, you will never get the money.’ 
Thereon M. Lally turned to the mahdndttdrs 
and said, ‘ We need two laklis of rupees for 
the repairs to the walls that surround the 
town, and more besides is required for paying 
the soldiers and sibhandis. If you talk thus, 
how can affairs prosper? ’ M. La Selle said, 
‘ You must insist on the eight lakhs ; if you 
talk as you do, you will not get even one.’ 
Then they talked in private and M. La Selle 
said among other things, that the [;mahdndt- 
spoke thus on the advice of M. Leyrit, 
M. Desvaux, M. du Hausset, Kandappa Mudali, 
Periyanna Mudali, and Savarir4ya Pillai. 
M. Lally then said to me, ‘I shall have to 
hang Kandappa Mudali, Periyanna Mudali 
and Savariraya Pillai before they realize their 
position. If they set to work and pay the 
amount in four days, well and good ; otherwise 
they will share the same fate.’ I repeated 
this to them and added that, if they would 
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pay 10,000 rapees immediately, I would 
arrange for their paying the balance in ten or 
fifteen days according to their convenience. 
Thereon they said that they would try to pay ■ 
the amount in four days. M. La Sollo observed, 

‘ They will not pay if they can help it, and 
people should be appointed to collect the 
amount.’ — ‘ Then, what do you want me to do? ’ 
ho asked. Again ho and M. La Solle conversed 
aside and afterwards told them that they must 
pay the amount to-morrow, and gave them 
leave. They then departed. As I was taking 
leave, ho told mo to bring the accounts of the 
Bound -villages soon. I agreed and took leave. 

When I wont out at three o’clock this 
afternoon, I hoard that Siyalain, the Choultry- 
writer, Savariinuttu and Chidambaram, the 
goldsmith who works under him, had been 
told to write aii account for twice the sums 
shown in the lists prepared according to 
castes. 

Sunday, August 26 } — The council’s resolu- 
tion in French to the effect that 12 per cent. 
interest should bo allowed on all sums which 
the mahdndttdrs and others might lend, that 
the houses, etc., of those who refused to lend, 
would be confiscated to the Company, and 
that the council would manage this affair, was 


’ lAih Avani, Pramddhi. 
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ordered by M. La Selle to be translated into 
Tamil and sealed. But when he learnt that 
the Br&hman who had the seal was absent, he 
ordered it to be sealed afterwards and brought 
to him. 

Afterwards M. La Selle told M. Lally that 
I would do nothing to assist him in this diffi- 
cult business ; so ho said sharply to me, ‘ When 
M. La Selle is working night and day, why 
are you so inactive ? How can money be got in 
and affairs prosper ? ’ I answered, ‘ You have 
given all authority to M. La Selle, who 
manages everything, and I can only do what 
ho tolls mo.’ But ho would not listen to me, 
and ordered me angrily to help in the collec- 
tion. I said I would do as he said ; as I was 
leaving, he said that the letter must be sealed. 
I agreed. 

M. La Selle said to M. LtiUy, ‘ I told Banga 
Pillai that two of the Choultry-accountants, 
one of my men and one of his should be 
ordered to accompany the rnahdnattdrs to 
collect the money.’ He then wont to the 
Choultry, telling mo to got it^ sealed and sent. 
When this had been done, ho said, ‘ Appoint 
one of your men, and yourself accompany M. 
La Selle day and night, and do your utmost to 

' i.e,f the Tamil translation of the Council's resolution mentioned 
above. 
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get the amount.’ He also spoke of secret news 
which will he known to-morrow morning. I 
took leave and went to M. La Selle’s place in 
the Choultry. 

M. La Sellc summoned the Choultry- writers 
and the m(r//(}/7d/Mrsnn(l said, ‘ You have been 
apportioning each man’s share ever since 
yesterday Imt have only done half. Try to 
finish the other half to-day.’ I took to the 
Choultry the Tamil writing, which M. Lally 
had signed and given mo after it had boon 
sealed, and road it there. It says, ‘ M. La Sollo 
has arranged for the amounts. I will mortgage 
country in the Oingoe or Tiruviti country for 
the amount with 12 per cent, interest. If 
each man does not pay according to his prop- 
erty, ho will bo punished and liis property 
confiscated to the C’ompany. The amounts 
borrowed by M. Loyrit will bo included in the 
bond, and country will be mortgage I for the 
principal and interest. This may bo relied on, 
and the amount mentioned above should bo 
paid without delay.’ 

About the bribes given to M. Loyrit, M. du 
Bausset, M. Desvaux, Kandappa Mudali, Pori- 
yanna Mudali and li^avarirtya Pillai, Zuhflr 
Khan’s son presented a petition at eleven 
o’clock to-day. M. Blanc sent it to M. Lally 
bv M. Lallv’s servant. 

49 
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Monday^ August 27 } — At eight o’clock this 
morning, I went to the Fort, paid my respects 
to M. Lally as ho was going from his room to 
the bath-room * opposite, and reported that the 
Nayinfiir’s people had imprisoned NayinS,thai 
(Kandappa Mudali’s younger brother) 
M. Lally replied that that had been done by 
his orders. 

I was then asked when the mahdndttdrs 
would pay. I said that they would visit him 
to-morrow. He then wont to bathe and 
returned at nine. M. Boyelleau and the other 
councillors then came and I paid my respects 
to them. [They said] that a council would be 
held to-day, Monday, and wont homo at eleven 
after some conversation. M. La Sollo remained 
behind and on his report, M. Lally told me that, 
although M. Loyrit only admitted having 
received 9,000 rupees from 40 individuals, the 
townspeople wore prepared to prove that 
they had subscribed 30,000 pagodas, and that 
I should therefore go to their place of meeting 
and make them write in the proper manner, 
after which I might go home. I and M. La Selle 
then took leave of M. Lally. M. La Selle said on 
leaving that, although ho had hoard that I had 
said that the dancing-girls should not be taxed, 

* ISth Ai'ani, Pramddhi. 

* Lally insisted on being provided with a bath, and would not have 
water merely poured over him. Mimolre pour Leprit, pp. 31 and 33, 
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he had ordered the tax to be collected from them . 
I replied, ‘ The collection of this tax is dis- 
honourable enough in itself, but if the dancing- 
girls are made to pay it, it will bo yet worse. 
As we are well-wishers of the Company, such 
dishonour should not bo brought on it. They 
only receive people for a fanam or two to 
obtain their daily bread. That is why I say 
this.’ He replied, ‘ Let those luxurious follows 
who keep them pay it.’ Not caring to press 
the matter further, I went to the Muttirai 
Choultry whore I summoned the mahdn attars 
and directed them how to collect as much as 
possible with the least delay ; and after spend- 
ing about two hours there, came home at one 
o’clock. 

I hoard this afternoon that the amaldars 
and others at the Second’s house, on being asked 
by M. La Sello and M. Barthelemy if the 
accounts wore ready, replied that they wore 
not yet completed but would bo finished in 
three days. 

Tuesday, August 28 } — When I wont to the 
Muttirai Choultry this morning, I summoned 
the several mahdndttdrs, the Choultry-writers 
and my writer Mutta Pillai, and asked if the 
apportionment of tax had been made and the 
list written. They replied that the names of 


' tSth Avani, Pramddhi. 
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only a few had been written and that those of 
the rest were being written. I told them that, 
if they delayed, the Governor would got angry, 
and advised them properly that, as the Com- 
pany’s affairs must bo cjfrried on, they should 
bring the list without delay. A few com- 
plained that though they had no property, their 
names had been entered in the list for the levy 
of the tax. 1 replied, ‘ What I have told you is 
the Company’s business ; you must do as the 
nattara say.’ After staying at the Choultry 
about an hour and a half, I left it and came 
homo at ton. 

M. La Selle, liaving written a list of persons 
who were in arrears to the Company, went to 
M. Barthclomy the Second’s house, and after 
discussing several matters with him„ wont to 
he Muttirai Choultry at eleven o’clock with 
Shaikh Dukki, the commandant ahd ten or 
fifteen sepoys for the purpose of collecting the 
arrears. Ho asked the niahdndttdrs, the 
Choultry- writers, SiyMam, Savarimu tu and 
his man Chidambaram a goldsmith, if the 
apportionment of the tax was complete. They 
replied that it had been finished except for 
the Christians and Jdnakans ^ He continued, 
‘ You said yesterday that it would be ready 
to-day ; and M. Lally will be angry if it is 
unfinished. Lot it bo written up quicldy and 


^ Muhammadan Lubbays. 
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brought with the amount collcctcrl.’ They 
mentioned that the names of some who had 
no property had bejn included to which M. La 
Selle replied, ‘ Lot a list of the property of all 
persons bo taken, levying a tax of live in 
twenty, but omitting tlio names of those who 
have no houses or othoi property or who have 
property worth only ten pagotlas.’ lie then 
departed. 

I hear that Kandappan (son of llhhmi yap- 
pan, older brother of Kandapx^a* Mudali) has 
been shut uj) in the dungeon. 

At half-X)ast live this evening, I wont to 
the Muttirai Choultry, told the ma/tanafMrs 
and the others to hasten the comi)lotion of the 
list, and then came home. 

At six o’clock this evening a Dutch i)oon, 
on his way from Negapatam to Sadras and 
Vulicat, said, ‘ Of seven Euroi)o shii)s which 
were on their way to Negaiiatam, one was 
taken by Vermont who was Governor of 
Negapatam and who was going to Vattala' ; 
the remaining six reached Negapatam ; and 
of those one sailed north towards Pulicat, and 
400 soldiers and 700 Ispangi boys on board the 
remaining five ships have landed There are 
19 English ships in the Negapatam roads.’ 


* Probably a copyist’s ermr for VaMri, i.e„ i3atavia. 

* This was the armament prepared by tlie Dutch for the purpose 
of driving the English out of Bengal. Sec the editor's Dupleix and 
Clive, pp. 151, etc. The peon’s account is very inaccurate. The 
'Ispangi* boys must be the Malay troops who took part in the 
expedition. 
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Wednesday, August 29 ? — At nine o’clock 
this morning, a peon came and said that 
M. Lally wanted me. I wont accordingly. 
M. Soupiro, M. Elias, M. Barthelemy, M. De- 
larche, M. du Baussot, M. La Selle, M. Bazin, 
M. Abeillo and a few others were with him. 
I paid my respects to M. Lally who returned 
my compliments. I then paid my respects to 
M. Barthelemy and others who did the same. 
M. La Selle then asked why I was so careless 
about money matters. 1 replied, * Your people 
are writing accounts showing the apportion- 
ment of the tax and are managing the 
business. Moreover you give ten orders a day, 
and so they tear up the accounts and write 
them anew. At this rate it will take a month 
or forty days. I am not oven allowed to know 
the amount, for I am treated like a cooly. 
What answer can I give ? Am I to go to the 
Choultry and make enquiries ? ’ ‘I shall tell 
M, Lally,’ ho answered. I replied, ‘ If you do, 
I shall also tell him my story.’ He then went 
in and spoke to M. Lally who stared at me 
thrice. I concluded that M. La Selle was 
making mention of mo. Ho then talked about 
a quarter of an hour. 

M. Abeillo was asked why provisions had 
not been sent to camp and ho replied to it. 


I7tk Avani, Pramddhi. 
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He then had five or six Tamil letters 
written by the engineer and gave them to him 
after sealing them with his Persian seal. I 
think these are about the blacksmiths’ and 
carpenters’ business, but I will enquire later 
on what the business is. 

Then the conversation turned for half an 
hour to the accounts which are being written 
of the arrears duo to the Company for the last 
40 years from the several merchants and 
others. Tlien M. Barthelcmy, AI. Dolarcho, 
M. du Baussot and M. Lii Scllc, the councillors, 
took leave and departed. At. Bussy and 
M. Soupiro were talking together, M. Lally 
then called me to him and said that the 
services of the peons at tho Bound-hedge 
might bo dispensed with from KSeptombor 1. 
I said I would toll them so. 

When I then asked if there was any 
business to attend to, I was told that there 
was nothing else and that I might go homo. 1 
took leave, wont to the Choultry, called tho 
mahanattdrs and having urged them to hdston 
the list of the tax, came homo at noon. 

Thuraday^ Aucf ust 30 } — When I wont to tho 
Muttirai Choultry this morning, tho mahd- 
ndttdrs said, ‘ Tho amount written thus far is 
75,000 or 80,000 pagodas. Wo have been 


‘ lath Avani, Pramiidhi, 
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ordered to increase the amount and get it 
copied by Europeans at his house.’ — ‘ Do so,’ 
T replied. The mahdndttdrs, Choultry -writers 
and my Mutta Pillai then went to M. La Selle’s 
house at eleven o’clock. 

I heard the following news to-day : — M. 
Chambois, and the Chevalier do Crillon took 
sloop for Europe ^ on the 21st Adi,^ but when 
they had boon five or six days at sea, and put 
out to the eastwards, the sloop sprang a leak. 
Instead of putting in to Achin or those parts 
for repairs, without which the sloop would 
have sunk had they proceeded on their 
voyage, they unluckily returned, intending to 
touch at Alambarai as the English squadron 
was at Pondichery. But when the sloop 
appeared off vSadras, she was captured by two 
English ships and her cargo consisting of 
goods and treasure wortli five or six lakhs 
was landed at Madras. [The two Frenchmen] 
having given the usual agreement not to take 
up arms, reached Pondichery to-day. 

I also hear that, when the St. Paul’s priests 
requested M. Lally’s leave for people to go to 
AriyA/nkni^i^am for the ton days’ festival * 
which began to-day, they were told that orders 


' I suppose in consequence of the orders recalling the staff. See 
above, p. 3(U n. 2. 

* August 2. 

* At the church built for the Jesuits by KanakarAya Mudali. Cf. 
Gaudart, Catalogue dee manuecrite de VInde F^ranCaise, vol. ii, p. 474. 
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had been given foe all the chairs, tables, 
planks, etc., at M. Barth^lemy’s and other 
Europeans’ gardens outside to be^brought in, 
and that therefore they should defer the 
festival till next year ; the priests replied that 
the festival was a Tamil one and should bo 
celebrated ; on which explanation M. Irfilly 
gave a half-assent. When the image was.being 
carried out by the Villiyanallhr Gato^ this 
evening, five or six of M. La Selle’s peons 
warned the Christians that they could not 
pass the gate. Ignoring their opposition, the 
people attempted to pass, whereon the peons 
boat them and prevented them from going, so 
that a disturbance arose and blows wore 
exchanged. 

Two officers who arrived at six o’clock said 
nine ships which sailed from En^dand last 
year had reached Madras with a regiment of 
troops, ^ some say 1,500, others 1,200 or 2,000 
soldiers of the King’s army, and that more 
ships were coming. I also hear that the ships 
have brought little treasure, but some broad- 
cloth and other things from Europe. 

I heard this afternoon that to-day being 
Thursday, there was a council which decided 
that all arrears due to the Company should be 
got in, and that M. Barthdlemy should enquire 


50 


* This was Coote's regiment. 


394 


TBM DIABT Ot 


lAua. M 


about the arrears due from me, in which 
matter M. Delarche and M. La Selle spoke 
strongly against me, while the others said 
nothing, but M. Lally, saying that there must 
have been some reason for it, asked them why 
they had let the matter lie over without 
making demands on mo. 
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Saturday^ September 1 ? — I did not go out 
to-day as I was busj’’ with the accounts. 

I heard to-night that M. La Scllo, having 
assembled all the mahandttdrs at his house, 
ordered them to sign for an extra sum making 
in all a lakh of pagodas, although they had 
already signed and given in an account for 
upwards of 69,000 pagodas ; after Kanaka- 
sabhai Mudali had been struck on the chest 
with a shoe, and the others abused and beaten, 
all signed the writing and were dismissed at 
one o’clock tliis morning. 

I copy below for roferenco the account for 
the lakh of pagodas which they were forced 
to sign. 

Monday^ September [5].* — I went to the Fort 
at nine o’clock this morning, and paid my 
respects to M. Lally on his way to attend the 
council. He returnetl my compliments and 
said, ‘ I told you to settle the accounts of the 
sepoys at the Bound-hedge. Why have ypu 
not done so ? ’ I replied that I had been busy 
these two or three days but that I would 
settle the account to-morrow or the day after. 


* 20th Avani, Pramdtlhi. 

* 22tid Avani, PramAdhi. The Madras transcript reads the 2nd of 
the European month, by error. 
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‘Very well,’ he said, and went into the 
council-room. M. Leyrit, ’M. Barth41emy, 
M. Boyellcau and others also entered with 
him. As he was entering the council-room, 
M. La Selle called me and said,] ‘ Send a peon 
to fetch the mahdndttdrs at myfhouse, and, 
when the councB is over, I will compliment 
them with pdn supdrt and rosewater.’ So I 
called Sonachalam and told him • to have pdn 
supdri and rosewater ready, and repeated the 
orders to dubA,sh RA<mA. Nayakkan ; afterwards 
I sent two peons to fetch th.e’niahd ndttdrs from 
M. La Sollc’s house and 1 remained upstairs 
with them. When the council had broken up 
and M. Lally was coming out, M. La Grende* 
said to me, ‘ The petition you gave in about 
your villages atiKarikM has been disposed of 
by the council which decided that M. Porcher 
should examine the matter, and if he reports 
that the loss is real, it will bo accepted. The 
petition has been given ‘ to M. Porcher.’ 
M. Boyellcau said the same. I thanked M. La 
Groneofor his kindness in having been pleased 
to lay the matter before the council. 

Ho* then said angrily that they need not 
pay anything. When all had departed, ho sent 
a peon to take them to his house, and, telling me 
that ho would settle their affair as they wished, 


* The Secretary. 


* Apparently La Belle. 
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asked me to come too. He added that M. Lally 
had been angry enough to eat the town of 
Pondichery, but ho had pacUiod him. He 
then took mo to his house and when the 
■mahanattars were summoned and questioned, 
they replied that the amount they agreed to 
was 70,000 and not a lakh. Although he tried 
his utmost, using both threats and promises, 
they persisted. Ho then told mo to explain 
the matter to them ; but, in spite of all my 
efforts to convince them, they stubbornly said 
that thej' could agree only to 70,000. I said to 
M. La Selle, ‘ The General needs the money 
at once, but you are causing delay. Lot the 
70,000 now promised bo collcctod^and brought ; 
they are in our hands, and wo can deal with 
them afterwards in the proper manner and got 
the amount.’ M. La Selle replied, * We 
should only 1x5 cheating them by saying one 
thing now and another afterwards.’ When 
I had explained this to them, they replied, 
‘ We first agreed in writing to pay 50,000 
rupees, which ho afterwards changed to 50,000 
pagodas and then again to a lakh of pagodas. 
We have'never come across such a man of his 
word ! ’ I was '■ then told to inform M. Lally 
that they had refused to agree to anything 
beyond 70,000 pagodas. When I went to 
M. Lally who: was sitting on his cot after 
his meal, 1 paidimy respects and he returning 
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my compliments, asked why I had come. I 
replied, ‘Though the mahdndttdrs signed for 
a lakh of pagodas, they now say that they 
cannot agree to this and that they can only pay 
the 70,000 which they first agreed to. M. La 
Selle has sent me to toll you tliis and say that 
ho will do as you order.’ M. Lally replied, 
‘ They say that they cannot pay more than 
70,000 pagodas ; what do you think ? ’ I 
answered, ‘ Inasmuch as the inhabitants have 
agreed to pay 70,000 pagodas, let them be 
allowed to pay it ; we can collect later the 
balance of .SO, 000 pagodas. By eating a little 
at a time, one can consume a groat deal.’ He 
agreed, and aslced when they would pay, if he 
allowed them to do as they desired. I replied, 
‘ In a month, if once a week, we collect at the 
rate of 10,000 or 15,000.’ — ‘Let them do so,’ 
he said. I then took leave, but had scarcely 
taken four stops when ho called mo back and 
said, ‘ Try to got 80,000 pagodas. If they 
agree, well and good ; if not, settle it as you 
think best.’ I took leave, went to M. La 
Sollo’s house at a quarter past two and related 
to him what had passed. ‘ Did ho say that ? ’ he 
answered. ‘ You need not go to the mahdndt- 
tdrui now, but go home and come back after 
your meal, and we can then discuss matters.’ 
After my departure, ho told them to sign an 
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account for upwards of 81,600 pagodas ; and 
when they replied that they could not agree 
to more than 70,000 pagodas, he imprisoned 
Kanakasabhai Mudali, Mutta Pillai and Tillai 
Maistri in the dungeon and kept the rest in 
custody at his own house. At five ho sent 
men for me. On my arrival he said, ‘ You 
said that M. Lally mentioned 80,()(K) iiagodas as 
what should bo collected. When I wanted 
them to sign for this sum, they refused, so I 
have put three men in the dungeon.’ — ‘ Yes,’ 
I replied. He then asked the rest to sign, but 
they replied that the three should first bo 
released as they wished to consult them. 
M. La Sello observed, ‘J5ut tlio throe who 
refused and the three who incited them not to 
sign shall bo sent to the gallows to-morrow. 
I will not let them off.’ But thougli ho 
threatened them again and again with the 
gallows, they still declared that nothing could 
be done without the others. Till seven I was 
busy seeking to persuade both parties j but 
both remained unmoved. M. La Sello at last 
said to me, ‘ You had better go to the Choultry 
and obtain from them the 81,600 and odd 
pagodas by means of the Choultry-writers 
according to the agreement.’ So I went to the 
Choultry, told the several people to bring the 
money, and came home. 
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The Madras people' have ordered their 
shops to be closed in alarm at the imprison- 
ment of the several yidttdrs. 

Tuesday^ iieptemher 4 .^ — The Second and 
M. La Solle sent for me this morning. 
Kandappa Mudali had received from Pillan- 
tA,ngal 15 pagodas and a cad j an letter. I had 
sent to the Second the sepoys at the Bounds 
who had been brought to me. Wlien I went 
to him on his summons, he asked the contents 
of the cadjan letter. I replied that it related 
to the villages and had been sent by the 
amaldars about the revenue collections. He 
said, ‘ Pay the pagodas into the Choultry and 
bring mo the writer’s acknowledgment.’ I 
agreed to do so. 

He then said, ‘ Muttu Vonkatara;ma lieddi 
has given in a complaint against. Srinivasa 
Pillai and Papayya Pillai ; and Muttu MallS. 
Reddi has also given in complaints. What 
are they about ? But never mind, wo will see 
about them afterwards. Kanakasabhai 
Mudali, Tillai Maistri and Mutta Pillai are to 
be hanged ; and the gallows is being put up 
at the Choultry. I will come shortly ; you 
had bettor go first and get the rnahdndttdrs 
ready.’ I wont to the Choultry and waited 


^ 1 suppose persons who, like the Diarist himself, had come from 
Madras to settle at Pondicherv. 

* §3rd ./Ivcmi, Pramddhi* 
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there with the rnahdndttdrs. Presently he 
came with 20 sepoys, who brought two of 
the gibbets lying opposite his house. On the 
way, he met crowds of people, crying some 
one thing, some another ; and fearing lest he 
should bo attacked, he hurried to the 
Choultry. The shops in the town had not 
boon opened since yesterday and largo crowds 
had gathered near the Second’s house, and 
north and east of the Fort, raising a groat 
uproar in order to attract the attention of 
M. Lally, M. Leyrit and M. Soupiro. When ho ' 
reached the Choultry with the gibbets, the 
whole crowd came tiiitlier. lie then told his 
dubash Krislinama Nai'akkan and ten sepoys 
to fetch the three men shut up in the dungeon. 
They wont accordingly and returned with tlio 
prisoners, escorted iiy ton sepoys from tlio 
Fort— 20 sepoys in all — with bayonets fixed. 
Both coaxing and threats of the gallows wore 
used to induce them to sign the writing for a 
lakh of pagodas ; but they replied that they 
would only sign for 70,000 jiagodas as they 
had promised, and not for a lakh. This dis- 
cussion wont on from half-j)ast nine to twelve. 
As Mannappa Mudali interrupted now and 
then, he was ordered to be imprisoned, fie * 


51 


^ i.«., La Selle. 
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at last said, ‘If they agree to this lakh of 
pagodas and sign, very good ; but otherwise 
keep thoin in prison till to-morrow, when I 
will return with M. BarthOlemy.’ So saying 
M, La Selle gave me the paper and went home 
at noon. But the people shouted that the 
gallows had been brought for him, abusing 
and throwing earth at him. Fearing to be 
beaten, he wont to M. Lally with a downcast 
look and said, ‘ The Tamils have gathered in 
groat crowds and threaten to boat me and I 
only escaped with great difficulty.’ M. Lally, 
fearing that the Tamils would prove dangerous 
if they had any weapons, ordered their houses 
to bo searched and all guns, swords and other 
weapons to bo seized and brought to the Fort, 
except those that might be found in my house. 
I waited till two o’clock urging them to sign. 
As they refused, I ordered them to bo detained 
at the Choultry and came home ; after eating 
and taking some rest, I wont back to the 
Choultry at four o’clock and stayed there till 
eight at night urging them to sign for the 
80,000 pagodas demanded by the General. 
They did not give way till two o’clock, when 
at last they signed in the accounts for 81,000 
and odd pagodas. Thus the townspeople were 
treated from sunrise to two o’clock in the 
night. 
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I write below the details of the treatment 
meted out to Kandappa Mudali, Periyanna 
Mudali and Savariraya Pillai : — 

When Kandappa Mudali, Savariraya Pillai 
and Periyanna Mudali who had been shut up 
in the dungeon were led through the streets in 
which they lived by eleven soldiers at seven 
in the morning on their way to Villiyanallilr, 
their women and children shed tears at the 
sight. But wdien the three looked back, they 
were pushed on with the butt-ends of the mus- 
kets and made to walk faster. When, passing 
through Kattumettu and Pcrunibai, they fell, 
being unable to walk fast enough, they wore 
dragged along by the leg, struck within uskets, 
and again thrust forward with tlie butt-ends. 
Between one and two thousand people, who 
followed as far as Villiyanidlur, which they 
reached at seven in the evening, witnessed all 
this. Butter-milk oifered to quench the 
[prisoners’] thirst was spilt or drunk by the 
Europeans. Never has such atrocity and 
injustice been displayed in this town for these 
fifty or sixty years ; nor have I ever seen the 
like. I have heard of two or three Euroxieans 
being treated like this in Arcot, Tanjoro and 
Trichinopoly, but I have never seen such a 
thing myself, and men are saying that the town 
can no longer prosper. A single man, Papayya 
Pillai, is at the bottom of it, and has brought 
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all this trouble upon Kandappa Mudali, 
Periyanna Mudali, Savariraya Pillai and other 
renters, by telling M. Lally through M. Bazin, 
M. La Selle and M. Barth61omy the Second, 
that ho could collect 15 or 20 lakhs. Each 
man will suffer according to his sinful actions. 
Papayya Pillai has behaved according to the 
proverb, ‘ That Kdmutti is the fittest man for 
the gallows.^’ I cannot tell what troubles are 
in store for him. Others are saying the same 
and predicting evil to M. La Selle who has 
been the cause of all the trouble and who 
ordered the gallows to be set up. I also hear 
that Vonkatan5,ranappa Ayyan the Mysore 
vakil here is trying to rival Papayya Pillai by 
telling M. Bazin and M. La Selle that, if the 
townspeople wore under his control, lie would 
raise 60 or 70 lakhs. Thus these evil men in 
the town are adding to the sins of the people. 

Wednesday^ September 5 .^ — Both I and 
M. La Selle went to the Fort this morning, and 
visited M. Lally who asked me if the Tamils 
had agreed. I replied, ‘ Half have signed and 
I have asked them to collect the amount which 


^ * A certain man was to be impaled for a crime, but at the last 
moment he pointed out that a certain fat merchant (K(>mati) would be 
better suited for the instrument of punishment, and so escaped. The 
proverb is now used of a person who is forced to suffer for the faults 
of others/^ Thurston Castes and Tribes, s.v, K^mati, iii. 348. 

* 24th Ava7ii, Prarnddhi. The Madras transcript has the $th of the 
European month by error. 
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has to be got in.’ — ‘ When -will it come in ? ’ he 
asked. ‘ In a week,’ I replied. La Selle could 
not bear my talking with him, so, in M. Lally’s 
presence, he gave me a paper still unsigned 
by a few, and told mo that 1 should exert 
myself more and go to the Choultry. So I 
took leave, arranged for everything at the 
Choultry and came homo. 

I hear that M. Pouly who sot out for 
Villiyanallur last evening in order to see 
Kandappa Mudali, Poriyanna Mudali, and 
Savarir^ya Pillai shut up in prison there, 
warned them quietly but severely that, if they 
failed to pay the amount shortly, they would 
bo punished and perhaps hanged. Ho re- 
turned after beating them once or twice with 

EL C3;IX0a 

I went to the Choultry this evening also, 
told the several people to collect money 
promptly, stayed there till seven, and then 
came homo. 

I hoard the following news : — M. Barthe- 
lomy, M. La Selle and P4payya Pillai have 
made Ayyan S^stri and Ponn&^thur Sd.m^ K&o 
write the accounts of the country manage- 
ment at the Second’s house. While the 
accounts were being written, M. La Selle struck 
Skmh E4o twice on the cheek, declaring that 
he had given large bribes to M. Leyrit, 
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M. Desvaux and Savarir&ya Pillai in the Chi- 
dambaram affair, and not 10,000 or 18,000 as he 
had written, and saying that Ayyan Sastri was 
to write the amount correctly. 1 hear there- 
fore that accounts are being hurriedly written 
in the Second’s house. The affairs of Kan- 
dappa Mudali, Periyanna Mudali and Savari- 
rftya Pillai and the renters are being thus 
improperly dealt with owing to the inter- 
ference of P&payya Pillai. 

Thursday^ September — I went to the Fort 
this morning where the councillors had 
assembled to attend the council which is 
usually held on Mondays and Thursdays. 

An English captain.who brought hero from 
Madras 150 [soldiers], wont to M. Lally and 
after taking his leave, departed with the 150 
soldiers ho ha,d got in exchange. 

Father Lavaur then came and talked with 
the Governor for a long time. Afterwards at 
nine o’clock, M. Lally went into the council 
with the councillors and discussed matters till 
eleven o’clock, when all wont home. 

When M. La Selle came out, he turned to 
me and said, ‘ When I showed the council the 
paper which the mahdndttdrs have signed for 
80,000 pagodas, the councillors and M. Lally 
ordered the amount to be collected and paid to 


25th Avani, Pramddhi. 
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the Company. You had bettor therefore go to 
the Choultry and arrange for the collection 
and payment.’ He then departed. 

M. Desvaux then came and said, ‘ My 
Manuel has boon imprisoi.ed, so need my 
writers also bo kept in custody ? What have 
I done to this Plipayya Pillai ? ’ I replied, 
‘ You both know better than I.’ He then went 
away. 

M. Barthelemy who followed, seeing me, 
said that ho had spoken to M. Lally about the 
sepoys and peons at the Bound-hedge and 
that I should also speak to him. He then 
departed. 

M. Lally was talking with M. Very ’ in a 
room till half -past twelve ; as I could not see 
him, I came home. 

At five o’clock this evening, the mahd~ 
ndttdrs and others presented a petition when 
Father Lavaur and M. Lally wore driving out 
by the Villi yanallur Gate complaining that 
M. La Sello had ordered gallows to be brought, 
imprisoned people in his house, struck 
them with his shoes, taken signatures by force 
for upwards of 81,600 pagodas which they had 
not agreed to, for they had signed the appor- 
tionment of tax only for 70,000 pagodas which 
they were willing to pay, and that because of 


* Sic, Perhaps Lejrit is intended. 
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their poverty they could not pay more. After 
reading the petition he asked if he^ had 
ordered the collection to be made from the 
poor. Father Lavaur replied that the towns- 
people were very poor, that they had be- 
come poorer owing to the decay of trade 
during the last five or six years, and that 
therefore their consent for 70,000 pagodas 
should be accepted and orders given accord- 
ingly. As the Padre spoke strongly on their 
behalf, [M. Lally] said that they might come 
to him to-morrow. 

Friday, September 7 .^ — When I went to the 
Fort this morning, M. Lally sent for La 
Solle and talked with him in a room about 
several matters. While returning home he* 
said to the 50 or 60 people who presented a 
petition yesterday evening and who were 
waiting, that ho was going to the Choultry 
and that he would enquire into the affair there 
in their presence. He also told me to see him 
at his bouse. As those people instead of de- 
parting raised an uproar, the General ordered 
them to bo sent away ; but as •they still did 
not go and kept on shouting, one of them, a 
Komutti, was seized and kept in custody, and 
immediately all the others hastened to depart. 


^ La Salle. 


• :S6th Avanit Pramddhi* 
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When I went to M. La Selle’s house, he read 
the petition to me which, he said, was a 
complaint against himself, and, giving it to 
me, added, ‘Go to the Choultry and enquire 
who wrote the complaint. The ndttdrs, it is 
said, have taxed the poor inhabitants more 
than the latter can pay. So enquire into it 
and pass the necessary orders.’ He also told 
me what should be done. Therefore I went 
to the Choultry, sent for the mahdndttdrs and 
inhabitants, and asked who had written the 
complaint. They replied, ‘ How can we say, 
when many joined to make the petition ? Have 
we refused to pay ? We have given a state- 
ment to th,e effect that we will pay the 70,000 
pagodas wo have agreed to. Wo hoped that 
the additional demand of 11,600 and odd 
pagodas, which was afterwards made, would 
be withdrawn, so we petitioned to M. Lally. 
If ho is not pleased to excuse us, but persists 
in collecting the amount, what can we do ? 
We petitioned hoping that thus our heart-bum 
would be cured. If it bo asked who wrote the 
complaint, we admit that wo all wrote it.’ 

Having made the necessary enquiries, I 
came home at half-past twelve. I went to the 
Choultry again in the evening, arranged for 
the collection of 81,600 and odd pagodas to- 
morrow as decided upon, and returned home 
at seven. 

52 
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When I reached home, M. Bazin visited me 
to discuss certain matters, and, having received 
a dress of honour from me, then departed. 

P&payya Pillai went to-day to Villiyanallhr 
in order to confer with Kandappa Mudali, 
Periyanna Mudali and Savarir4ya Pillai about 
the money affair. The European in charge of 
the clock-tower and the Choultry-writer with 
peons have been searching houses for the last 
two days and making out a list of the arms 
found therein. 

Sunday^ September 9 } — When I went to the 
Fort this morning, I hoard that M. Lally had 
ordered the European Hussars and the Ger- 
mans to seize the horses in the town. There 
was nothing else of importance. 

I went to the Choultry at eleven o’clock. 
Erishnama N4yakkan, M. La Selle’s dub&sh, 
showed me a note for 5,000 pagodas written as 
due from me, one for 3,000 pagodas as due 
from [P&]payya Pillai and one for 5,000 pago- 
das as due from Chinna Mudali — three notes in 
all — and gave me my note. I replied, ‘ When 
the mah&ndttdrs wrote 2,500 pagodas, I men- 
tioned to M. La Selle that I had nothing with 
which to pay, and did nothing more, as I 
feared that, if I objected, the mahdndttdrs 
would not pay. How can I pay 5,000 pagodas 


88th Avani^ Pramddki^ 
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now ? In the month of KArttigai^ I paid 

10.000 rupees by melting my wife’s and chil- 
dren’s jewels at the mint. Besides this, I am 
indebted to M. Barth61emy, M. Melon and 
M. La Tour, and 1 have no money. He has 
ordered money to be collected only from the 
wealthy. I lived happily here for 30 or 40 
years, but, as I have had no appointment for 
the past three or four years, I have hardly 
been able to maintain my household. However, 
as the Company is suffering and in need of 
money for its expenses, I must do what I can. 
I own an elephant, two or three horses, a few 
bullocks, a house and gardens. Let these be 
sold for the money.’ Dub&sh Krishnama 
Nd.yakkan reported this to him accordingly, 
to which he replied (as the dub^sh told me at 
one o’clock) that he know my straits, and that 
he would excuse me from paying the 5,000 
pagodas if only I made the mahandttdrs pay 
speedily. 

I meant' to go to M. La Selle this evening 
to thank him, but, as it rained, I stayed at 
home. 

The Second sent word to me about the 

34.000 rupees due from S6nS.chalam in dubash^ 
Muttayyan’s affair. I sent word saying that. 


^ Noyember-December. 


* Beading Duhdshi for Duhdkki. 
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as it was raining, I wQuld see him to-morrow 
morning. 

Monday, September 10 } — I hear that letters 
arrived from Kfi-rikM by catamaran for M. 
Lally, M. Le Beaume, M. Solminiac and one or 
two people at the Beach®, and many Europeans 
say the news is that a French squadron of 
17 ships has been sighted off the K^rik^l roads. 
The townspeople and Europeans are rejoicing 
at the news of the ships ’ arrival ; and the 
mahdn&ttdrs hope that now the vexed collec- 
tion of the tax of 80,000 pagodas will not be 
enforced. 

M. Abeille who conferred with M. Lally 
through M. Miran about the affair of the 
imprisoned Periyanna Mudali, obtained the 
release of EUmi Eeddi and was sent to 
Periyanna Mudali at VilliyanaUur to discuss 
matters with him. Formerly M. Barth^lemy 
who sought to negotiate with P&payya Pillai 
through M. La Selle, failed, because he’ said 
falsely that he had negotiated for 70,000 rupees. 
When Periyanna Mudali was formerly put in 
prison, M. du Bausset mentioned to M. Lally a 
nazar of 20,000 rupees and a loan of 30,000 
rupees — 50,000 rupees in all — but the latter 
would not agree to anything less than a lakh 
of rupees, and sent him to be kept in custody 

^ 29th Avani Pramddhi, * the Custom-house. 

* PApayya Pillai . 
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at VilliyanallAr. Now Periyanna Miidali 
having offered 50,000 rupees, it was concluded 
that P^payya Pillai had behaved falsely in the 
negotiations. He therefore grow angry with 
him, ordered the release of BA-mu (sic) Reddi, 
and is conducting the negotiations through M. 
Abeille and M . Miran. 

Tuesday, September ii.’ — The rain which 
began last night continued after day -break. 
M. La Selle sent for me at eight o’clock. On 
my arrival, he said, ‘ The mahandttdrs, Vell&las, 
Idaiyans, Agamudaiyans and various other 
people agreed to 70,000 pagodas, but I changed 
the amount to 81,600 and odd pagodas. They 
have given the following particulars ; — 56 
Vell^las have agreed in writing to pay 7,550 
rupees : 113 Agamudaiyans 7,800 rupees; 45 
Idaiyans 900 rupees; 91 Komuttis 6,000 rupees ; 
28 Kavarais 600 rupees; 33 Sh4n4rs 600 rupees ; 
13 Elav&niyans 800 rupees ; 9 Muchiyars 400 
rupees ; 169 Chettis 12,000 rupees ; 5 KammMas 
500 rupees ; 32 Pallis 1,600 rupees ; 26 BrAh- 
mans 8,000 rupees ; 12 individuals 2,215 

rupees ; 71 Christians 7,500 rupees ; Venkatft- 
chala Mudali 750 rupees ; Ayyamperum&l 600 
rupees ; Mir ’Ali N4yakkan® 150 rupees ; and 
Mir A’azam 750 rupees. Let the amounts be 
collected according to this list.’ He then 


* SOth Avani, Pramddhi, 


* Quere M!r *Ali Kh&n* 
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asked why the name of Pir Muhammad (Mir 
Asad’s elder brother) who died 20 years ago 
had been included, and struck off his name. 
Although Mir GhulUm Husain’s name had 
been at first included, afterwards it was 
removed because yesterday he gave a dress of 
honour worth 200 or 250 rupees. ‘ When I went 
to-day, he said, ‘ Mir Ghul&m Husain’s name 
has been mentioned, but he lent the Company 
a lakh of rupees of which ho is expecting 
repayment, so his name has been omitted.’ I 
replied, ‘ Did I not tell you at first that his 
name should not be inserted as ho was still 
expecting payment of the amount ?] Besides 
Mir A’azam, who wants to get his money, is 
Mir Ghulam Husain’s son-in-law, so he should 
be excused.’ 

If ho also presents a dress of honour, that 
will bo done. But the Tamils do not know 
this trick and so their contributions are fixed 
higher. He troubles the mahdndttdrs and 
others, and has fixed the amount at over 
70,000, hoping that, in alarm, they will give 
something. That is why he does not allow 
the amount to be collected, and gives about a 
dozen orders a day. 

He then said, ‘From the persons whose 
names have already been written, 81,600 
pagodas will be collected. Tell the Choultry- 
man to prepare, in addition, a list of the money 
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to be collected in small sums from others. 
We may collect it separately and remit it to 
the Company. Go to the Choultry, make 
arrangements accordingly and then you can 
go home.’ I went to the Choultry, sent for the 
mahdndttdrs, told them to give a writing to 
writer SiyMam and goldsmith Chidambaram 
showing particulars of the individuals men- 
tioned already, and to have a list made of the 
miscellaneous people similar to that which 
they had made already, and then came home 
at one. 

Afterwards he sent a note asking mo to 
make out another list including the amounts 
deducted for dancing-women, washermen, 
barbers and Pariahs. He also wrote to me 
asking me to excuse certain dub^shes. Thus 
he varies his orders every day, making 
concessions to such as approach him and in- 
creasing the tax against the rest ; he has fixed 
the total at over 80,000 for his own purposes, 
expecting the contributors to approach him 
secretly about their high assessment, so that 
he will have an opportunity of making some- 
thing. As a result of all this, the collection 
is delayed and the common people are alarmed. 
God’s mercy remains to bo seen. 

Although he sent a note the day before 
yesterday for 5,000 pagodas, to-day ho sent 
word by his dubUsh, Krishnama N&yakkan, 
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asking me to arrange for 3,000 pagodas. 
1 sent him back telling him, as I had told him 
yesterday, that my young elephant, house, 
garden, grocery-shop, godown, etc., might be 
takon. The dub&sh returned and said that 
I was to get the amounts ready as ordered the 
day before yesterday. 

Venkatan^ranappa Ayyan, the Mysore 
vakil, has been saying that he would raise 70 
or 75 lakhs of rupees if the affairs of the 
townspeople, the Aru7npdtai^ the Company’s 
writer, Kandappa Mudali, Periyanna Mudali, 
and Savarir^ya Pillai and of the officials and 
respectable people, and the collection of the 
Company’s dues in arrears were entrusted to 
his management. He sent men about this 
some days ago to negotiate with M. La Selle, 
with a nazar of 250 pagodas, but nothing came 
out of it. Afterwards ho obtained the release 
of Kondri NA,yakkan who was in custody, and 
took him to M. La Selle, before whom he told 
him that he had been imprisoned for refusing 
to state the sums given to the Europeans and 
to Kandappa Mudali and Periyanna Mudali 
among the Tamils, and that he was to write 
them now. He therefore wrote what had been 
given to the Europeans and Tamils. M. La 
Selle took no notice of what had been given 
to the Europeans but made a note of what had 
been given to Kandappa Mudali, Periyanna 
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Mudali, and Savarir^ya Pillai among the 
Tamils. 

But as Yenkatan&ranappa Ayyan in spite 
of his offers to arrange for money here, re- 
ceived no encouragement, he obtained a 
passport, and set out for Villiyanalliar to-day. 

The Br&hmans’ share of the tax -was 
written as 12,000 pagodas* — [ll4ma]chandra 
It4o, writer at the Beach, 6,000 rupees ; B4pu 
B&o of the tobacco-godown, 2,000 rupees ; and 
other Brahmans 4,000 rupees — but M. La Sello 
sent a note to the Choultry-writers, chang- 
ing this rate of distribution and fixing 4,000 
rupees for IMmachandra B4o and B4pu B4o, 
and 8,000 rupees for the remaining Br&hmans. 

I went to the Choultry this evening, 
ordered money to bo collected and returned 
home after eight. 

Wednesday^ September 12 } — I hear to-day 
that M. Abeille and M. du Bausset, having 
conferred with M. LaUy about Periyanna 
Mudali’s affair, obtained the release of B&ma 
Beddi and sent him to Villiyanallfir where 
the matter was settled for a lakh of rupees, 
which is to be considered as a loan on the 
mortgage of the Valud&vfir country and that 
Periyanna Mudali has returned on being 


53 


^ Sic. * Rupees * is probably meant. 
*3l8t Avani^ Prarnddhi. 
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summoned after some discussion. I shall 
learn what happens and write. 

K6n4ri N^yakkan, the Turaiyur vakil, who 
was shut up in the dungeon yesterday and was 
released by means of M. La Selle, has returned 
home. I hear that he wrote a statement bef ore 
M. La Selle about what was given to M. Leyrit, 
M. Barthelemy, M. du Bausset, M. Desvaux 
and M. Marion among the Europeans, and to 
Kandappa Mudali, Periyanna, Savarir4ya 
Pillai and others among the Tamils ; some 
deny that any statement has been written ; 
but I think that it is sure to have been taken. 
The truth remains to bo seen. 

Saturday, September . i5.*— Commander 
d’Ach4 who left this place last year and sailed 
with 17 of the King’s ships®, attacked the 
English ships out at sea ofE Negapatam, and, 
after fighting for two or three days, defeated 
them, and captured a Dutch ship that had been 
sent .with powder and provisions to the 
English® ; he. was sighted at sun-rise, sailing 
south-east with the Dutch ship he had taken 
and his own 17 ships, and anchored in the 
roads at eight this morning. 

^ 3rd PurcUtdsi, Pramddhi, 

.. *.Heliad appareiitly only- 15 ships, 11 of the line, 2 frigates and 2 
store*Bhips. 

* Neither Pocock's nor d* Ache’s m^rratives mention her* 
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The mahdtidttdrs and sundry people paid 
to^-day to M. La Selle 2,157. rupees and 294 
rupees, 43 pagodas and 3 f anams^ 

As M. La Selle sent for me, I went as he 
was coming back with a- telescope from the 
ramparts, after watching the ships come in. 
He said, ‘ Our French ships are bringing an 
English ship they have taken, for the top-mast 
is French and the lower one English. Two or 
three ships have their masts injured, so they 
really have attacked the English ships.’ Aiter 
speaking cheerfully about the fleet, he added, 
‘ You had bettor go and seo the ships come in, 
and then go to the Choultry and arrange for 
the collection of money without delay, after 
which you may go home.’ I said I would do 
so, and went to the custom-house at the Beach. 
M. Boyelleau and M. Duplant went off in a 
chelinga to the fleet, and afterwards, M. Leyrit, 
M. Nusi,* M. Soupire and M. Law. Two 
officers who had just come ashore said, ‘ Our 
17 French ships encountered 11 English 
ships.® The fleets sighted one another about 
five iniles out to sea off Nagore, Kfi,rik41 and 
Tranquebar, and a short engagement followed. 


^ i think the 2,157 rupees were collected by the mahdnditdrs, and 
the other sums paid in by individuals. 

* Sic. Probably an error for Bussy. 

*Pocockhad nine ships in his line against the French eleven. 
PoGOck to Clevland, October 12, 1759 (P.B.O. — Adm., 1>161}. 
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after wliich both put out to sea. When our 
ships had a southerly wind, our fire damaged 
the masts and shattered the hulls of two of the 
English vessels, killing and wounding many. 
As the two captains could resist no longer, 
they hoisted the white flag in token of surren- 
der^ ; but just then the captain of a frigate 
brought up his vessel with three more ships 
which pressed in behind the two disabled 
ships and gave battle. Then the north wind 
set in ; the smoke from the English cannon 
enveloped the French ships ; two or three 
ships were damaged, their masts injured 
and some men killed and wounded. As it was 
then dusk, our ships returned, while theirs 
lay where they were®. Their two disabled 
ships were burnt, and people from K4rik41, 
Tranquebar, etc., said that they saw the light 
of the burning ships.® A letter also says 
that this news is true. One of the English 
ships that was captured on the voyage con- 
tained powder, shot and provisions, sent by the 
Dutch. An English ship which put into 
Negapatam having lost her sails and masts, is 
being repaired with stores supplied by the 
Dutch. Lieutenant-General M. d’Ach6, the 


^ These vessels were the Tyger and Newcastle. D'Ach4 does not 
claim that they hoisted the white flag, nor does any other witness that 
I know of. 

* With this may be compared Ormo’s narrative, ii, 512. 

* This was untrue. 
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commander of the French squadron, is said 
to have been slightly wounded in the thigh by 
a grapeshot, but is recovering. It is also said 
that these ships have brought 63 chests of 
silver. Passing the Cap de Bonne EspSrance^ 
they captured an English ship belonging to the 
Government of Fort St. David but which 
hoisted the Tranquebar flag and had on board 
some treasure, diamonds, rubies and other 
gems. She afterwards hoisted the English flag 
when she thought that the French ships were 
out of sight, and so was captured and brought 
into Mauritius with a chest containing some 
rubies.' This is what the Europeans say, but 
I shall learn further details and write. 

This evening 1 went to the Choultry, sent 
for the necessary people, told them to collect 
money and deliver it to M. La Selle according 
to the amounts flxed for each, and came home 
at nine o’clock. 

These ships brought four letters — one from 
M. Godeheu, another from M. Dupleix, the 
third from M. Duvelaer’s wife and the fourth 
from her younger brother — besides 1,000 
soldiers, 1,000 Coffrees and 300 wounded men. 
First a salute of 21 guns was fired by the Fort 
which was returned by a like number from the 
commander’s ship. 


^ She was the Grantham, See above p. 343, n. 3. 
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Sunday, September 16 } — Wlien I went to 
M. La Selle this morning, he said, ‘ Let the 
various officials alone ; the Chettis and 
Kdmuttis are to pay first ; then the VellMas 
and Agamudaiyans ; and two castes should be 
made to pay at a time. As the ships have 
arrived, a council will be held to-day. M. Lally 
has sent for me, so I must go. You had better 
go to the Choultry, arrange as I have ordered, 
and then go home.’ I then went to the Fort 
and paid my respects to M. Lally and M. Leyrit 
on their way back from church. They return- 
ed my compliments. Thence I went to the 
Beach. Powder barrels, shot, casks of wine, 
etc., were being landed. Twenty small chests 
of silver and chests of a different size — 27 chests 
of silver in all — and a chest of gold were 
landed. 

Later on M. La Selle said to me, ‘ As money 
is now being collected from only two castes, 
there is no need of 150 sepoys ; 30 sepoys Will 
do. Send the rest away.’ So I went to the 
Choultry and, keeping 30 sepoys to collect 
money, sent the remainder, away, ordered 
money to be collected from two castes, and 
then came home at noon. 7,800 marcs of silver 
landed from the ship were sent to the mint and 
will yield about 1,60,000 rupees. Moreover 


^ 4th PurcUtdaif Pramddhu 





1759] 


JlTAJTDA JUmA PJLLAI 


i23 


gold weighing about 1,800 pagodas has been 
brought by the ship, but I do not know if 
the rate of exchange has risen. The mint- 
people said that they could not say more. As 
M. d’Achd the captain of the ship and M. Lally 
have not agreed but quarrelled, M. Leyrit and 
M. Bussy were summoned to attend to the 
business, but, as M. d’Ach6 would not see them, 
the discussions were continued by M. Soupire. 
However the Monsieur would not yield and 
said, ‘What is it to you whether I go to 
Mauritius or some other place ? I shall do as 
I think best, and will neither inform you nor 
listen to your words.’ He was asked if he 
would go and attack the English ships at 
Negapatam. He replied, ‘ Whether I attack or 
not, what has that to do with you ? I will do 
as I please, and shall sail to-night.’ Nor did 
ho allow all his people to land, but recalled 
those who had come ashore. To this M. Lally 
and the others here replied, ‘ If the ships 
remain hero a month they will serve some 
useful purpose, for we may attack Madras or 
Negapatam, where English ships are lying.’ 
Some Europeans assert that they are thus 
quarrelling. 

According to the petition of M. du Bausset 
and M. Desvaux to the council, asking that their 
accounts might be settled by the Company in 
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Europe, M. Lally decided this afternoon that 
leave should be given to M. Desvaux. Euro- 
peans say that M. Desvaux’ goods have been 
put on board a ship, and his wife went oh 
board this evening. 

The Europe ship which reached Mah4 after 
a passage of three months and nine days, 
brought for M. d’Ach4 the kdpum ^ for the rank 
of Lieutenant-General and a red badge such as 
M. Lally wears called the Or ande- Croix vflaich. 
is generally worn stitched onto the coat and 
sent by the King with a parwdna. M. Lally 
gave this to M, Soupire to be sent on board as 
the other had not landed when desired. 

Tuesday, September 18 .^ — When I went to 
M. La Selle’s house this morning, he said, 
‘You know that the council sat till nine 
o’clock last night besides sitting in the after- 
noon.’ I asked liim ‘ why ’ as if I knew 
nothing. He replied, ‘ Just as differences arose 
between M. Dupleix and M. de La Bourdpnnais 
both ashore and afloat, so also M. Lally and 
M. d’Achd are at variance. M. d’Ach4 is 
unwilling to reveal his designs to M. Lally and 
says that he will do what he thinks best. He 
set sail last night with the ships and I think 

^ Possibly an error for patente or perhaps a copyist^is error for 
Chhdp, 

* 6th Purattdai, Pramddhii 
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that he means to attack the enemy\ It took 
till nine o’clock last night to write letters to 
Europe and obtain the signatures of those 
concerned.’ I said, ‘ When formerly Madras 
was captured, M. Dupleix did not agree with 
M. do La Bourdonnais and the latter was 
first imprisoned in Europe though after- 
wards released. Will this man be treated 
similarly ?’ — ‘ No,’ he answered ; ‘ oven if such 
a thing should happen, ho would escape, for 
he is of [good] birth. Men are being tortured 
between sticks and made to kneel and carry 
stones ; women are being dragged out of their 
houses which are afterwards sealed up. 
Should complaints be made to the Governor 
of this, you, being master of the Tamils, will 
be held responsible to the Council.’ ^ I replied, 
‘You ordered those who did not pay to receive 
100 stripes each and be put in the dungeon. I 
thought that you had given similar orders 
to the Choultry- writer, the Nayindr and the 


^ There are several printed documents on this topic. See d^Achc 
to Lally, September 17, 1769 (d’Ach^’s Letters, p. 29) ; Beprdsenta- 
tions faitea • . . par le Conseil Sttperieur de Pomlichiry au noin de la 

nation^ September 16, 1759 (d’ Ache’s PUcea, p. 72) ; opinions of the 
Conaeil de Marine^ same date (q/?. p. 76). D*Ache avers that he 
had not intended to quit the coast but to sail northward and seize 
Masulipatam and that he kept the project secret for fear of enemy 
spies, (d* Ache’s first Mimoire^ p. 54). He returned to Pondichery 
on receiving the National Protest. 

54 
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ndttdrs. Yesterday and the day before, I direct- 
ed people to be urged to pay but not treated 
like this.’ — ‘ It must be stopped,’ be said; ‘ you 
bad better go now and arrange for the money 
to be collected by gentle methods.’ I agreed, 
and, going to the Fort, visited M. Lally whom 
I informed of this. 

I then summoned the ndttdrs^ the Choultry- 
writers, and the Nayin^r and asked them why 
people were being tortured between sticks and 
made to kneel and carry stones. They said 
that no money would be collected to-day. 
‘ Never mind,’ I said, ‘ for this is only a matter 
of a loan,’ and told them to collect money 
speedily and to keep in custody those who 
would not pay, but not to ill-treat them. I then 
came home. 

This evening App4ji E&o, vakil of G6p41 
Hari who is the NS.na’s gumastah and a sard&r 
of Maratha troopers, visited M. Lally with an 
elephant, a horse and a rich laced dress of 
honour under a salute of 15 guns. He was 
afterwards given pdn supdri and rosewater and 
told to go to his lodgings. 

I went to the Choultry this evening, gave 
orders to the Choultry people to collect money 
without delay and deliver to M, La Selle the 
285 star pagodas or 995 rupees collected to-day. 
1 then came home. 
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Thursday^ September 27 } — The Beach peon 
came to mo at sunrise this morning when I 
was walking up and down at half -past five and 
said, ‘After the battle, the English, having 
refitted their twelve ships at Negapatam, 
anchored in our roads in tho second or third 
watch last night. When tho ships lie at anchor 
and show no flag, it is the custom not to fight, 
so he * did nothing.’ I sent two men to find 
out and report to me. They returned saying; 
‘As the English commanders want to fight, 
guns were fired as a signal to our marines, 
sailors, Coffrees, etc., who were ashore, 1,000 in 
all, to embark without delay. So they put off 
in boats and went aboard. Thirteen of our 
ships in semi-circular formation set sail south- 
east and north-east whereon tho English ships 
disappeared to tho east.’ I went to the Beach 
to see what took place. Tho council did not 
meet to-day though it was Thursday and a 
council-day, because M. Lally and tho coun 
cillors were watching the fleets, which hindered 
business’. I came home at ten o’clock. 

I drove out in tho afternoon and watched 
the ships. Tho English ships were far out at 
sea to the eastward, nor could the ships of 

^ 15th Puraitdsi, PramddhL 

* t.€., d'Ach^, who had returned to Pondichery on the 23Fd in 
consequence of the protests sent him after his departure. 

* No action followed. See Orme, ii, 525. 




iiS Tas DIABTor [Sbp. 2?^ 


either side be seen. We shall learn what 
happens. 

I wont to the Choultry this evening, told the 
nattars and Choultry-writers to hasten the 
collection of money and returned home at nine. 
I directed the 210 star pagodas or 624 rupees 
collected to-day to be delivered to M. La Selle. 

Sa,turday^ September 29 ? — I wont to the Fort 
this morning. As M. d’Achd, the ship’s com- 
mander who wears a rod ribbon like M. Lally’a, 
was to come ashore, M. Leyrit, M. Bussy and 
others waited at the Beach till he landed and 
conducted him up. As he had been wounded 
in his log in the engagement with the English, 
he was carried in a palankin, and a salute of 
21 guns was fired on his landing. When troops 
wore drawn up, the tambour called taliipeng * 
used for M. Lally was beaten. M. Lally received 
M. d’Acho at the foot of the stairs, embraced 
him and paid his compliments. x\s he had 
been wounded in the leg, the palankin put him 
down close to the door of M. Lally’s room. 
Both then talked a little while. A cot was put 
in the room close to M. Lally’s where porcelain- 
ware is arranged. The counciilors, officers, 
Armenians, etc., paid their respects and he 
returned his compliments. Ho wBl stay ashore 


' nth Purattdsi, Pramddhu 

^ Apparently a corruption for the ajtpel to which Lieutenant- 
Generals were entitled. 
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two more days and sail the day after to- 
morrow. As M. Soupire and other King’s 
officers hare been recalled to Europe, they will 
take ship for Mauritius. I hear that M. Soupire 
went and inspected the accommodation on 
board and that all are preparing to embark 
to-morrow or ‘ the day after. I came home at 
eleven. 

I went to the Ohoultry this evening, arrang- 
ed with the several people to pay money with- 
out delay, and returned homo at nine. I 
ordered the 124 star pagodas and 820 rupees 
collected to-day to be paid to M. La Solle and 
then came home. 

Sunday^ September BO } — I wont this morning 
to M. La Sello’s house. Ho asked if to-day was 
not a Tamil festival. I replied, * When our 
sepoys and peons are demanding money of 
them, and they are wailing as for deaths in 
their houses, what festival can there bo ? There 
is no sound of music in the town. Usually for 
these eight or ten days, people are joyous and 
there are crowds in every house ; from the 
evening till four o’clock next morning, the 
crowds at the temple gate are so thick that not 
even a sesamum seed can fall to the ground ; 
the' streets are full of noise, and men conduct 
business according to their wealth ; there are 


^ IHth PurcUtdsi^ Prarnddhi, 
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crowds at each man’s gate. People exchange 
visits, going from house to house for the 
festival ; there are unceasing sounds of music 
and dancing, so that no one sleeps for these ten 
days; and as I am master of the Tamils, larger 
crowds are at my door than elsewhere. But 
to-day nobody came. There are only the four 
or five people in my house. What festival 
then ? Besides, sepoys close the doors, drag out 
and boat women, beat men and threaten every- 
one. It is the Tamil custom to walk round a 
corpse weeping and beating the mouth with 
the hands; there is mourning like that in every, 
house, so what festival ? Moreover many have 
gone to Tirupati on pilgrimage ; and whereas 
only a few Brfi,hmans used to go to bathe in the • 
waters of the Cauvery, now many have gone- 
thither, A few have gone to Wandiwash;taking 
advantage of the troops there. So the town is 
in a state of affliction. Usually people would 
bedeck themselves and go abroad. Have you 
heard of anything like that to-day ? Indeed 
not. Or you may send your men to find out 
the truth. 

‘ Is there (I continued) a sowcar or mer- 
chant here worth a quarter of a lakh or oven 
10,000 ? From the time of M. Lenoir the town 
prospered so much that merchants traded 
with Madras and Arcot and mud-houses were 
re-built with stone. But from the tjune the 
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present troubles began, people have lost their 
wealth. There are houses, but without 
inhabitants.’ — ‘ Is that the case with your 
house ? ’ he asked. ‘ Four times worse,’ I 
replied and continued, ‘ If the ships will 
remain here for only fifteen days, each man 
will sell his‘ cloth, his women’s cloths, etc., 
and pay in something ; but otherwise money 
will be very scarce.’ — ‘ If you say that,’ he 
replied, ‘ I cannot expect any money. If you 
are not acting sincerely, I will declare before 
the council that you have shown no zeal in 
^attending to this affair and toll M. Lally that 
I do not want this appointment.’ — ‘ Should 
you do that,’ I replied, ‘ I can bring a hundred 
proofs about the fewness of’ men and of my 
;zeal in attending to this business.’ As I spoke 
thus, he listened to me patiently, which ho 
had never done before, and said, ‘ In that case, 
I shall say that you advised mo not to demaijd 
money these two days. But let them collect 
money on Tuesday and pay it in without delay.’ 

He then observed, ‘ The peons at the 
Bounds have not received their pay, so they 
say that they will not continue. Tell the 
Nayin^r and B&jagdpaia N^yakkan to keep 
their men in good control. Three months’ pay 
can perhaps be found,, and their arrears made 
up when the ships arrive, but those who stay 
away will lose their pay. Let 100 men be 
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enlisted and paid for a month or two at the 
Company’s expense, and when money comes 
in, they can be paid in full. Just do this.’ 

I took leave and went to the Fort. M. Lally 
and others went to church for mass, M. d’Ach4 
being carried in a palankin. After hearing 
mass, all returned to the Oouvemement. 
M. Lally and M. d’Achd are like cat and rat. 
As M. d’Ach6 is a little superior in rank to 
M. Lally, all sorts of requests were sent to 
induce him to land, saying that if he did not, 
the Europeans here would be dissatisfied. 
But when he did land, he was not received 
properly, so he is dissatisfied. Europeans say 
that, as soon as ho has dined, ho will embark 
without speaking to M. Lally. To-day^was the 
Mahdnavami festival, so I came homo. 

At seven o’clock this evening, when 
M. Lally had gone out, ho ‘ went to the Beach, 
and, without informing any one, went on 
board by boat, and ordered the ship’s ofBcers 
to sail at noon to-morrow.® As M. Dosvaux’ 
wife is going to Europe, her goods have been 
put on board. When Madame Dosvaux took 
leave of M. Leyrit, the latter asked M. d’Ach6 
to take charge of her, and she also has gone on 
board. This is the news I have heard. 


^ d*Ach£. 


* Cf. the editor's Dupleix and Clive^ p. 182. 
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The English troops fell upon ours at 
Wandiwash last Saturday night and there was 
a hard fight in which about 300 or 400 of our 
troops were killed and M. Debov^^ fell into 
the enemy’s hands. EAya Pillai and E&ma- 
linga Pillai escaped ; the English lost 700 or 
800 men and their commander was captured, 
besides a few soldiers. Their troops having 
been beaten, retreated to Tiruvattfir. On 
receipt of a letter containing this nows, 
M. Lally ordered some 200 guns to bo fired 
from the walls round the Fort at seven 
to-morrow morning.’® 

M. d’Achd landed about 800 European 
sailors with their captains and 400 CofFrees — 
1,200 men in all — as M. Lally wanted them. 

I went this evening to the Choultry and 
came home after having ordered the 79 rupees 
that had been collected to be delivered to 
M. La Sello. 


^ This is Banga Pillai's ordinary transliteration of Dubois. But 
the only prisoner made by the English on this occasion was a captain 
of the Lorraine Regiment (Orme ii, 516) whose name seems to have 
been Brucamp (List of prisoners at Madras, February 5, 1 760). 

• This incident was Brereton’s rash attempt to seize Wandiwash.' 
The English losses, killed, wounded and missing, were 12 officers and 
195 rank and file (Orme, ii, 523). The English losses would have been 
far heavier had the French horse taken advantage of their opportunity. 
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OCTOBEE 1759. 

Monday^ October 1 } — On account of the 
news received from the troops at Wandiwash, 
200 guns were fired from the walls in salvoes 
of fives. 

I went to M. La Selle’s house- at seven this 
morning and offered him my congratulations 
on the birth of his son at midnight. 1 then 
went to the Fort and offered my congratula- 
tions on the success gained by our army at 
Wandiwash. Europeans did the same and 
held a feast to-day. At noon M. d’ Ache’s 
13 ships sot sail with .the Europe letters. 

Wednesday^ October 3 } — Two peons came at 
seven o’clock this morning and told me that 
M. Lally wanted me, so I went to the Fort. 
M. Bazin came to the head of the^ stairs to 
meet me, and said, ‘ M. Lally wants four good 
horses for four of&cers going to Wandiwash 
and ho will pay for them.’ — ‘Very well,’ I 
said, and sent word to the Nayin5,r about it, 
besides sending my own men. They brought 
five horses. M. Bazin also sent word to M. La 
Selle who in turn sent word to the Choultry- 
writers and the Nayin&r that eight horses 
were wanted. They are therefore busy about 
this affair. 


^ 19th J*'ttraf(ihin Pravunlhi. Vijayatlanami [10th day of J9<wa7*a]. 
• 5?/x/ Puratta»t, PramCidhi. 
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As the Company’s letters have been 
received from Europe ordering that M. Bussy 
should take command of the troops if M. Lally 
left India for Europe by M. d’ Ache’s vessels,’, 
though M. Lally did not sail for Europe, 
M. Soupire his second did so. M. Bussy has 
been appointed the second and ordered to 
take command at Wandiwash with the 800 
Europeans and 500 Coffrees, guns, arms, 
munitions, powder, shot, foot, troopers, 
bearers, etc. ^ 

Thursday^ October 4} — M. La Selle sent for 
me this morning, but I sent word that I had a 
cold, and could not go out. 

A council was held to-day and sat till noon. 
When the councillors were going home, they 
were talking about some secret matters and 
smiling together as they went down the stops. 
Even M. Barthelemy the Second who is usually 
severe in expression, and M. Boyelleau, smiled 
as they came out whispering to each other. 
I shall learn later on what has been discussed 
at the council to-day. 

I heard this afternoon that M. Barthdlemy 
had been ordered to look after the s&laf^ 

^ Bussy was appointed second-in-command tinder Lally, and would 
have succeeded to the command in the event of Lally’s death or 
absence ; but it was not expected in Europe that Lally would come 
home. 

* 22nd Furattdsi, Praniddhi. 

* What this was does not appear ; perhaps we should read tanka- 
§dlai^ mint. 
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business which is M. du Bausset’s but which 
M. La Selle had been asked to attend to, that 
M. Desvaux had been ordered to take charge 
of the Arcot country, etc., in place of M. Bussy 
and that M. Desvaux is therefore setting out 
with amalddrs. 

In the letters received from Europe there 
is a packet not to be opened till October 15, 
and its contents will only then be learnt. 
There is also another packet to be opened on 
the 2nd or 3rd January 1760, and its contents 
still remain to be seen. Earopeans say that 
the packet to be opened in January will contain 
more important matter than that to be opened 
in October. I think that they must contain 
orders to inquire into the roguery and corrup- 
tion of the Europeans.^ 

Friday^ October 5? — M. Lally asked the 
people with him if there was no respectable 
and willing person among the Tamils to look 
after business ; on being told that there were 
such persons but that he got angry with them 
when they went to him, he said that he would 
not get angry hereafter. ‘ Then such men may 
be found, ’ they replied; I hear that Virar&ghu 
Ayyan who serves under M. Lally, and his 
writer Kum4rasw4mi Pillai, have been relating 
this news. 


^ I do not know of other allusions to these alleged secret orders. 
• 23rd Puratfdsi, Pramddhi, 
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Saturday, October 6} — I heard to-day that 
Father Noronha, Bishop of Mylapore, who 
went to Morltri Eao and is returning with 100 
men and the present of an elephant and a dress 
of honour had reached Vellore, whence he 
promised to send the amount which has not as 
yet been sent; The nows already received that 
their troops® have captured Conjeevoram, etc., 
is false. 

Wednesday, October 17.^ — Lally’s soldiers 
called the lUgiment de Lally who were at 
Wandiwash, the soldiers of the Regiment de 
Lorraine and all the soldiers who have come 
from Europe wore about to desert because they 
had not received their pay, but perceiving this, 
the King’s officers and the Company’s soldiers 
and officers sought to prevent them ; whereon 
they turned with the guns they were dragging 
with them and prepared to resist. The King’s 
officers, etc., retired thinking that it was not 
proper to attack them. The deserters, who 
had gone about ten miles declared that they 
would not return unless they received their 
pay, otherwise they would desert to the 
English. On receipt of this news which was 
written from Wandiwash, M. Lally thought 
over the matter and sent about a lakh or a 


* 24th Purattdti, PramAdhi. * MorJlri B&o'a troops. 

• 4th Arppiai, Praittddhi. 
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lakh and twenty-thousand rupees which was 
then ready^ At first the councillors were 
excused and only the Tamils were made to 
pay ; but now the former were summoned and 
told that the council had decided that collec- 
tions should be made according to the plan 
formerly agreed upon. I hear therefore that 
their property will be melted at the mint 
to-day. 

Saturday f October 20 } — I hear to-day that 
the soldiers of the Regiment de Lally and of 
the Regiment de Lorraine who were at Wandi- 
wash and who had deserted as their pay was 
in arrears, attacked Wandiwash and plundered 
the camp and the country, ravishing wot^c^ 
and indicting other losses on which Taqi 
of "Wandiwash fort closed the gates and 
remained within the fort together with 
M. Miran, M. Dubois and other sard&rs while 
the am aiders and others fled. , 

I also hear that the Europeans have sent 
their plate to the mint — M. Leyrit the former 
Governor sending articles weighing 31 marcs 
of silver or 600 rupees. M. La Selle is said to 
have had Tillai Maistri tied up and beaten, but 
M. Guillard the Second grew angry with him 
and asked him if he had authority thus to 
usurp his powers*. 


^ For this mutiny see Orme, ii, 528, etc. * 7th Ar;itpi8i, Framddhu 
* Le as judge of the Choultry Court usually annexed to the offtce 
of Second. 
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NOVEMBER 1769. 

Thursday^ November 1 } — I went this morn- 
ing to M. Barth^lemy and paid my respects 
to him when he was talking with M. Lhostis 
who has lost one of his hands. They rose and 
returned my compliments and offering me a 
chair, asked me the town nows. I replied that 
he must know everything. ‘ True, ’ he replied. 
‘ I hear that many of the townspeople have 
fled and that therefore the town will be 
nothing but mud-walls.’ 1 replied that, as he 
.ilmew everything, there was no need for him 
gpwibh'me. He continued, ‘ The town which 
sprang up in M. Lenoir’s time has declined in 
M. Lally’s. According to Europeans, the one 
had the glory df making the town and the 
other that of ruining it.’ — ‘ Need you ask mo 
when youdchow everything?’ I asked, and 
after talking% little while, I took leave and 
came home. 

Friday^ November 9 .^ — The 200 Frenchmen 
who were captured by the English at Bunder 
and have been released, arrived at Alambarai 
to-day, so 200 English soldiers who wore in 
prison here have been sent to Madras. There 
are now ho more English prisoners hero. 


* 19th Arppini^ PramddhL 


• 87th Arppifi, PramAdht 
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Sunday^ November 11} — Lally, seeing a 
Tamil letter on his table this morning, gave it 
to M. La Selle and asked him if he knew 
Tamil, and how it came on his table, and then 
told him to read it. M. La Selle read it and the 
contents were as follows : — ‘ Why are the poor 
in the town troubled ? The town is in a 
panic and the people are in great distress. 
What affair can prosper with money got by 
thus torturing people*? Let not the poor 
be troubled in future, and let men act as in 
the sight of God. As for the money that may 
be needed for the army, there are three men 
about you who may be asked, instead of 
your worrying the poor. If these three are 
summoned and asked, they can find lakhs 
for the camp and sibbandi expenses. Should 
you do thus, you will acquire virtue and 
glory, but should you trouble the poor, you 
will bo committing a groat sin.’ Thus M. La 
Selle road the contents. 

Lavaur, the St. Paul’s priest, then came, 
and ho also read the letter, and they discussed 
it together. M. La Selle was then told to get 
the letter translated into French.^ I hear that 
M. La Selle took it homo, translated it into 
French, and gave it to M. Lally. The names 


^ 29th Arppisi, PramddhL 

* Or * Will the money got by thus torturing people be enough 
to serve a great purpose ? ’ 
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of the three men are B^pii EAo of the mint, 
his younger brother Bd,machandra Il4o of the 
Beach, and his youngest brother Srinivasa R4o 
who is at KdrikA.1. Although they are one, 
yet their names are separately written as their 
professions are different. The name of Bd.pu 
B.&0 of the tobacco -godown was also written, 

1 went to the Choultry this evening and, 
having ordered the delivery to M. La Selle of 
the 125 pagodas and 88 rupees that had been 
collected, I came home at nine. 

Thursday, November 15} — M. Boyelleau 
asked this morning if half the towns-pooi)le 
had gone out. I replied, ‘ Not half, but three- 
quarters.’ He said, ‘ Should M, Lally continue 
to govern the town like this for another two 
months, not a single Tamil will remain. I 
also shall leave and M. Lally will bo loft 
alone with the soldiers, and perhaps even they 
will not stay with him,’ Afterwards I came 
home at eleven o’clock. 

Sunday, November 18} — I hoard to-day that 
M. Fumel, Major-General, with the troops that 
marched from here had retreated to Samaya- 
varam. 

Sunday, November 25 } — I heard this morn- 
ing that a letter had been received saying that, 
when our troops approached Samayavaram, 

* ^fd Kdrttigai^ Prarnddhi, * 0th Kdrttigai, Pramddhi, 

* 13th Kdrtiujai^ Pramddhi^ 


5G 
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the English troops attacked them, and that 
therefore our troops had retreated to ^tatdr, 
having no money for their expenses.^ 

Monday^ November 26^^ — I heard this morn- 
ins that the council had ordered M. La Selle 
to collect the property of the rich Tamils and 
Europeans in the town, because the Company 
is at the point of sinking and has no money 
to pay the sihbmidL 

Tuesday. November 27 .^ — This is the news 
of to-day": — Our troops which marched to 
Srirangam, advanced from tftatur under the 
command of Major-General M. FumeP and 
attacked the English troops near Samaya- 
varam, killing 600 and taking 200 prisoners 
and two guns, " on which their troops retreated. 
Our troops then seized Srirangam and plundered 
two streets ; but the Br&hmans, B^r4gis and 
DA-saris “ in the temple closed tlie gates and 
refused to open them, declaring that they 
would rather cast themselves down from the 
walls and perish than open them. Two streets 


^ This report was inaccurate. Fumel had been recalled by Lally, 
after which Smith sent a detachment out of Trichinopoly in order 
to seize the country the French had occupied. Cf. Orme, ii, 535. 

® 14th Kdrttigai, Pra/nddhi. 

® 16th Kdrttigai, Pramddhi, 

^ This is a mistake. The French were now commanded by Crillon. 

* Smith had posted in Srirangam three companies of sepoys and a 

number of irregular troops On this occasion, no quarter was given. 
Of. Orme, ii, 541 and Smith's report, November 1759, ap. Military 
Consultations, December 3, 1759. ' 

• See Thurston, Castes and Tribes, s. 
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were plundered and women were ravished. 
M. Lally ordered a present of ton rupees to bo 
given to the harkara who brought the letter 
saying that troops had reached Srirangam. 
But since the English loss was so heavy, I 
think our losses will bo heavy too.’ 

I went to the Choultry this evening and told 
the mahmidttat's to collect and pay in money 
without delay. I also ordered the 140 pagodas 
and 10 rujioes ; that had been collected, to 
be delivered to M. La Sellc. Then I came 
home at eight. M. Bronier has been sent as 
commandant to Srirangam. 

Wednesday, November 28 .^ — I heard to-day 
that, as the French had captured Srirangam, 
the English at' Conjoeveram and Chingleput, 
thinking that, if they threatened Wandiwash, 
our troops at Srirangam would be recalled 
thither, had surrounded Wandiwash, plunder- 
ing a street and setting lire to a few houses. 
On receipt of a letter to this effect, a detach- 
ment of our troops before Srirangam is said to 
have been recalled. ■* 

* This is not alleged, even by English writers. The remark 
suggests the depression of mind prevalent at this lime in Pondi- 
chery. 

• 16th Kdrttigai, PramddhL 

» On December 9 Smith reported the march from Srirangam of a 
party of the French {^Military December 24, 1759). 



444 


HlARf OP 


[Dec. t, 


DECEMBER 1759. 

Saturday^ December 1 } — As M. Lally heard 
yesterday that rice could not be had in the 
town at one measure and a half a fanam, and 
that therefore many were starving, he had a 
cowle written to-day and, having signed it, 
gave it to M. La Sellc with instructions to 
have it published by beat of tom-tom. It 
says that the merchants in the town can bring 
paddy and other grain from outside and sell 
it hero, that neither their bullocks nor their 
men shall bo seized, and that if any are seized^ 
he will deal severely with the culprits as soon 
as complaint is made to him, and that there- 
fore the merchants need not fear, [to bring 
grain in]. 

At eleven o’clock this morning Europe 
letters were received from Mahe, having been 
nine days on the way. I hear that 25 ships 
have touched at Mahe and are on their way 
here.® The several Europe letters to private 
gentlemen have been distributed to them. I 
shall learn more about the letters and will 
write in detail. 

When M. Lenoir asked M. Lally for money 
to meet the pay, the latter replied angrily 
that he had none, that the renters of the 


» l^ih Kdrttigai^ PramddhL 


* A false nimoiir. 
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Bound-viUages might be asked and the 
expenses met out of their collections, and that 
M. Lenoir was incapable of managing business. 
As M. Lally spoke thus, M. Lenoir summoned 
the Bound-renters and kept them in custody 
till the evening to make them pay their 
arrears. He -only released them after they 
agreed to pay 2, 000 rupees in a week. M. La 
Selle told the Choultry monigars to write a 
list showing the arrears due from the Muttirai 
Choultry, and directed tiie mnh&nattara to 
collect money speedily. 

Those who sot out for Tiruvannfi,malai did 
not reach that place, as a battle was threaten- 
ing with the English there, and many returned 
after going half-way. At four o’clock this 
evening, I heard that M. l^ally had received 
nows of the English having captured the fort 
of Wandiwash.^ 

Sunday, December 2 } — It was cloudy to- 
day. People say that, as provisions are scarce 
in the town, neither bullocks nor men were 
impressed yesterday ; but they arc being collect- 
ed to-day by beat of tom tom. As the Chettis 
who had gone out were summoned and given 


^ Coote, who now commanded the English, took Wandiwash on 
November 30. It only contained 50 French troops with a number 
of sick. Pigot*B Intelligence ap. Military ConBultations, November 1 9, 
1759 ; and Coote's Journal, Orme MSS, India, viii, p, 1903, etc. 
Kdrttigai, Pramddhi. 
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cowle, they had paid money according to the 
cowle. It is said that M. La Selle yesterday 
again ordered money to be demanded of them^ 
and the Choultry-writers summoned the 
several people and made demands on them, 
not caring whether they could or could not 
pay over again. They replied that they had 
already paid according to the cowle and that 
they could not pay again. The Choultry- 
writers therefore attempted to take them 
before M. La Selle yesterday; but they could 
not do so as he had gone to Olukarai. They 
were sent to him at seven o’clock to-night. 
I went to the Muttirai Choultry and thence 
came home. 

Monday, December c?.‘--As the English' have 
captured the fort of Wandiwash, powder and 
shot with some soldiers and Coffrees were 
despatched from here to-daj’^ in order to 
strengthen Gingee and other places. There is 
famine in the town as there was no rain in the 
month of Kdrttigai? No rice can be had in 
the town at a measure and a half the fanam 
and people are therefore in great straits. 
When at Madras and thereabouts rice could 
not be had at a seer the fanam, and conse- 
quently there was famine, two or three ships 
brought rice from Bengal to Madras, until rice 


^ 219% KArttigai^ PramddhL 


* Novembcr-December, 
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sold there at one and a half or two measures 
a fanam and people could live at ease. I hear 
that there is famine from Cuddapah to the 
northward as far as the banks of the Kistna 
and Nellore. Taxes are imposed not only here 
but also in Cuddapah, Kandanur and the 
countries on the banks of the Kistna to the 
northward. Moreover in the Muhammadan 
palaiyams as far as Sdtu’ to the southward, 
the poligars levy taxes proportionate to the 
wealth of the inhabitants. When the whole 
country is thus under the fatal influence of 
Saturn, no wonder that the people here are 
forced to pay dear. 

Tiiefiday, December 4 .^ — The weather was 
cloudy, but it did not rain heavily, only a 
drizzle. I did not go out. 

M. Manilla La Tour* who visited the Mis- 
sion church opposite to my house, called me 
and said, ‘ I have no money for my expenses. 
Kindly let me have IOC) pagodas. I am not 
justified in asking you now, but 1 ask you 


^ B^mesvaraiu. 

^22nd Karttigai, Pramddki, 

^ The French papers use with a fine indiscrimination the names of 
La Tour and La Touche ; and as there were more than one of each at 
Pondichery, it is often difficult to assign the references to a definite 
person. But 1 believe the person here referred to is the son of a 
doctor mentioned in the Pondichery despatch to the Company of 
December 31, 1741, as having been of great service to French captains 
and supercargoes at Manilla. This son was appointed to the 
Company's service, and in 1750 had gone to Manilla to secure his 
deceased father's estate, See above vol. iv, p. 155, n. 
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because I am in need. Please therefore 
manage to oblige me.’ Thinking that 1 could 
not refuse his request, I said that 1 would 
manage to pay him by December 30. He 
replied that that would not do, and that, as 
his servants had no money for the expenses 
of the festival,^ I should manage to pay him 
by the 20th. I agreed. Then M. La Tour, 
Father Mathoii and two or three Fathers 
talked together to the following effect: — 

‘ The officers and soldiers of the army have 
written to M, Lally saying that they 'have no 
money for their camp expenses, that, if money 
will be sent, they will continue to serve, but 
otherwise, they must plunder the country and 
depart. As this letter was addressed to 
M. Lally who is entrusted with the control, he 
went immediately in great anxiety with 
M. Ba^sin, disregarding even the heavy rain, to 
the St. Paul’s church in order to get a loan. 
M. Lally has no money for the expenses, so he 
thinks ho cannot prosper in anything. He is 
so alarmed that ho has been passing blood at 
the stools.’ I was present at this conversa- 
tion. M. La Tour then said to padre Mathon 
in allusion to me, ‘When the patent was 
received from Europe appointing M. Lally 
Governor, the King also sent an order under 


' Presumably Christmas. 
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his seal giving Eanga Filial all powers. This 
order will be read before the council in 
the month of Tai}' Padre Mathon replied, 
‘ Formerly in the time of M. Dupleix, an order 
under the minister’s signature was received 
conferring all powers on him. I have road 
the order.’ I -observed that it was true, and 
that I had the order with mo. M. La Tour 
said, ‘Gentlemen say that an order Las been 
received under the King’s seal conferring 
greater power.’ I then took leave and came 
home. 

M. La Sello sent a message to me this 
evening by his dub^sh Krishnama N&yakkan 
as follows: — ‘You did not come when I sent 
for you to discuss matters. I am going to 
Srirangam, and P4payya Pillai says that you 
have some tent-poles in your house. Send 
them.’ I sent the following reply : Every 
year, in the month of Karttigai^ I suffer from 
piles. I am suffering this year in the same 
way, and I cannot therefore go out. 1 will 
see you in two or three days when I am 
better.’ I gave the poles with this message. 

I heard to-day that the English troops had 
appeared before Cheyyffr, Chffn^mpattu, 
Alambarai and those parts, tying toranams 
there, seizing the cattle of the cultivators who 


» January-February, 

57 


’ November-December^ 
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had fled, and posting their own men there, 
after which they departed. 

At one o’clock this morning the report of 
four guns was heard. 

It was decided at yesterday’s council that 
no more money need be levied from the^ahd- 
ndttdrs. 

Friday^ December 7 .^ — I heard to-day that 
M. La Sello had sent for the several mahd- 
ndttdrs and told them in the presence of M. La 
Gronoe to examine the accounts and And out 
how much tax had been paid, and that 
M. La GrenOe would give them the council’s 
receipts for the amounts. The mahdndttdrs 
said, ‘You say you will give the council’s 
receipt for the amounts we have paid. There 
is another matter, and if you will do as wo 
desire, you will gain much glory. Grain 
cannot bo had in the town, so if you will 
please cause it to bo announced by beat of 
tom-tom that no duty will be levied in future, 
grain will bo brought in and sold here for the 
benefit of the people, whereby you will win 
glory.’ M. La Selle replied, ‘ True ; you have 
almost paid your money ; but the Brahmans 
and Christians still owe large sums, so it is 
not advisable to proclaim by beat of tom-tom 
that the duties have been removed. I have 


* S^Sth Kdrttigai, Pramddhi. 
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told M. La Greii4e to collect the money from 
those two classes. I cannot therefore do any- 
thing now, but I will toll M. La Gren^e to 
explain to M. Lally and have the matter 
notified by beat of tom-tom.’ The mahdndt- 
tdrs came and reported this to mo. 

I hear that the ships have brought the 
news of the death of the Kings of Spain and 
Portugal,^ that as the King of Spain is the 
uncle of the King of Franco, and as two of the 
three sons of the King of Spain have married 
into the French King’s family, the latter is 
trying to secure the throne of Spain for one of 
these two sons. Thus there are troubles 
there. 

Sunday, December 9 } — Europeans have 
been saying those two or three days tliat, at 
the council hold on Thursday, M. Loyrit told 
M. Lally that the soldiers, officers and sepoys 
had complained to him of their pay lx)ing ton 
or eleven months in arrears, and declared that 
though he^ had been managing all affairs and 
receiving money from the Tamils and culti- 
vators, and from the country and other 
sources, he could not explain what had 
become of all this money, and why the 


^ Ferdinand VI of Spain died in August 1769, and was succeeded 
by Charles III who had married the daughter of the Saxon King of 
Poland The King of Portugal, Joseph I, did not die until 1777. 

• 27th KArttigai^ PramAdhi. ■ i.«., Lally. 
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sibbandis complained so much, and said that 
it would be but proper to give accounts of 
this money. M.'Lally replied that it was not 
M. Leyrit’s place to question him and that he 
would have him beaten like a dog and sent in 
chains to Europe. M. Leyrit, who had been 
quiet thus far, replied that the pther had not 
the power to do it, on which M. Lally rose, 
but after this exchange of words those 
present pacified the pair. Such were the 
proceedings of the council that day. 

I hear that M. Leyrit is arranging to 
remove to the house in which M. Desvaux 
lived. 

All this time the Animpdtai has been 
charging the Company with the cost of 
M. Lally’s and M. Leyrit’s food, but I hear 
that since Thursday M. Lally has ordered that 
they should both bear the cost themselves. 

Monday^ December 10 } — The council did 
not meet to-day. At five o’clock this evening 
I heard that M. Lally and M. Leyrit had 
driven out in a coach and six to inspect the 
work going on round the Fort. 

I also hear that the French have beaten 
and driven oft* the English troops who 
attacked Karunguli*. I have heard no other 
important nows. 


^ 2i<ih Karttigaij Pramddhi. 

* A mistake. See Orme ii, 544-546. However Cootc observed in 
his letter of December 8 {Military Coiimdiafiom, December 10, 1769) 
that O * Kennely was defending the breach like a soldier. 
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I hear that M. Lally has received a letter 
from Wandiwash, saying that the English 
who captured the fort reached Madras last 
Friday with Taqi SA,hib and his property in 
the fort worth four lakhs of rupees, including 
122 small chests containing jewels and other 
things and 43 carpets. On receipt of this letter 
M. Lally sent for M. Delarche and smd, ‘ The 
Muhammadans are not to bo trusted, for when 
we asked them for money for our expenditure, 
ho* said he had not a single cash, though he 
was on our side ; but now the English have 
carried off four lakhs of rupees as they wore 
destined to*. The Muhammadans are not to 
be trusted.’ Thirty palankin -bearers were 
sent with Murtaz^ SAhib, vakil of Baza SA,hib 
(Chand^ Sahib’s son) who is starting 
immediately to-night for S&tghar. 

Wednesday^ December 12? — M. Moracin 
who wont to Ganjam fell out with Kalingattu 


^ Taqi Stlhib. 

* All this rumour was the exact reverse of fact. Waiidiwash was 
entered, owing to the surrender of the French party there, while 
Coote was waiting to see whether Taqi SAhib would carry out the 
terms which Coote had offered, (Coote’s Journal, November 30, 17/39 
•a/?. Orme India^ viii, p 1903, etc.). The troops claimed the 

place and all it contained as prize, and their expectations ran so high 
that Coote had to issue a special order, declaring that he had entered 
into no private bargain with the killedar. (Order of December 3 and 
Coote’s letter of December 5, ap. Military (JonsxiltationH% December 10, 
1759). Taqi SAhib seems to have sent off all his valuables before the 
siege was formed ; and be was handed over finally to the custody of 
Muhammad Alt. 

^ l9t M&rgaliy Pramddhi. 
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K4r4yana Bes, so he took boat and reached 
Pulicat with three Europeans. The chief at. 
Pulicat gave him passports, palankins and 
other things, and M. Moracin arrived here at 
seven o’clock this morning.^ 

A few guns and bags of wheat were taken 
to-day out of the Diligenf whicln tryi ashore 
yesterday. 

M. Bussy arrived from Arcot at eight 
o’clock this morning to get money for the 
troops he had brought, and to discuss the 
future course of action. 

The diamonds, which wore found on 
the English ship taken some time ago,® and 
which wore kept in the Fort, were sold to-day 
to Nilakanta Tawkor, a Madras merchant* for 


^ This contradicts Orme who says (ii. 558) that Moracin sailed 
from Cocanada on the 19th and reached Poiidicherj^ a^few days after. 
The fullest account of this unlucky expedition is to be found in 
Barba’s litlind Madec, pp. 1 7, etc. 

* DaUndranHum. Perhaps the name should be DMivrance. 

* The Grantham, see above p. 34.H n. 3 and p. 421 n. 1. 

* Probably acting on behalf of the English owners. The Tawkers. 
to whom Nilakanta belonged, are a subdivision of the BA,j Khedaval 
subcaste of Gujarati Brahmans Enthoven, Cantes and Tribenof Bombay, 
i. 232) From documents and information communicated by the 
courtesy of Mr Nanabhoy Davay and Mr. MallikUrjuna Dugget, the 
second of whom is himself descended from a brother of the Nilakanta 
Tawker in question, it appears that Nilakanta and two brothers traded 
jointly in precious stones at Madras, Poona and Munimadugu. They 
opened a joint house at Madras in 1761, though from the reference 
above they must have traded to Madras earlier ; Nilakanta survived 
both the other brothe^^s and died in 1779. In the following generation 
the family died out in the male line ; and the widows of two of 
Nilakanta’s nephews founded in 18t)7 a temple and charity at the vil- 
lage of InAvaram alias YiswanAthapuram near Madras. This charity 
still exists, and is under the management of Mr. MallikArjuna Dugget* 
Besides maintaining the temple-worship and feeding BrAhmans, the 
charity is also intended to feed and lodge GujarAti travellers. 
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54,000 pagodas payable in 40 days. These 
diamonds were formerly valued at 90,000 
pagodas, and 77,000 pagodas wore ofiEerod in 
cash first, then 70,000 pagodas, and lastly 60,000 
pagodas. But after all they have now been 
sold for 54,000 pagodas payable in 40 days. 

Thursday^ December 13 } — I hoard that 
Brigadier M, O’Konncly, who was in the fort 
of Karun'^uli attacked the English in spite of 
the bullet- wound he received at the siege of 
Madras, but at last delivered the fort to them, 
and has reached Alambarai fort with his 
soldiers. 

I heard at eight o’clock to-night, that 
M. Lally, M. Loyrit and M. Bussy-* discussed 
affairs from eight o’clock this morning, and 
after dining together again discussed matters 
till eight o’clock to-night without allowing 
any one else to bo present at the discussion.® 

Tuesday, December 18 .* — I hoard to-day 
that the Dutch wore scornfully saying in 
public that whereas they had supposed this 
town to belong to the French, they now 
perceived that it was not so but that it belong- 
ed to the people, since they all had been forced 


^ 2iid Mdrgali, Pramddhi. 

* The text reads Munesi, A syDable has, I think, dropped out by 
a copyist's error. 

” At this point is repeated the substance of the paragraph about 
O'Kennely with which the day's entry begins. 

* 7th Mdrgali^ Pramddhi* 
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by the Government to pour conjee^ and that 
the letters written by people there had been 
read before the council. 

I also hear that Europe letters which 
reached Goa and arrived here last night by 
way of Mahe were read at the council to-day. 
Their contents are said to bo as follows : — 
M. Lally and the King’s people are to return 
to Europe, leaving M. Bussy to command in 
place of M. Lally ; M. Leyrit is to remain here 
until a new Governor arrives from Europe 
when he is to return to Europe after handing 
over charge of Government ; the Europe mer- 
chants have lent the Company forty-thousand 
millions of silver ; 30 or 40 ships are coming 
with goods and treasure from Europe with a 
Governor and councillors to do justice*; the 
Dutch, who first helped the English with 300 
ships and money, are now quarrelling with 
them and have written to the King of England 
saying that they will not help the English 
any longer with either ships or money and;that, 
if for this reason the English should attack 
them, they will join the French in attacking the 
English ; the French are said to be powerful in 
Europe ; after the death of the King of Spain, 
his eldest son ascended the throne, and both 


^ I suppose, to provide tbe arm^^l^with rice-water. 
* This news was merely bazaar rumber. 
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the Spanish and French armies are besieging 
Gibraltar ; as the English have lost the Dutch 
help, they have been considerably weakened ; 
moreover the King of Prussia, who joined 
the English and fought with his army against 
their foes, has suffered great losses of men and 
territory, and* is consequently much weaken- 
ed^; it is therefore said that the French King’s 
affairs are prospering in Europe. The Com- 
pany has raised great sums of money, and is 
sending 30 or 40 ships to India with plenty of 
goods and treasure. Such is the happy news 
I have heard. 

I also hear that 1,500 of Mor5,ri B.5.o’s horse 
have reached Arcot, and that Raz5. S5>hib 
(ChandlL Sahib's son) and the Padre of 
Mylapore* have reached Vellore on their way. 

Thursday^ December 20 ? — As Nilakanta 
Tawker, the Madras merchant, purchased the 
diamonds in the Fort through Guntffr B&li 
Chetti for 54,000 pagodas, promising him 
brokerage of 2 per cent, and M. Duplant who 
negotiated the business 1,000 pagodas with 
300 pagodas for his wife, 15,000 pagodas were 
paid to M. Lally to-day besides the 1,000 and 


^ Alluding to Frederick's defeat at Kunersdorf in the previous 
August, and the invasion of the Bussians. ^ 

* Padr^ Noronha. 

* 9tk Mdrgali^ Pramddhu 
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the 300 pagodas promised to M. Duplant and 
his wife. I have already written that Mordri 
Edo’s horse have reached Arcot ; I now hear 
that 1,000 of them, after plundering Oonjee- 
veram and those parts, have retired to Ddmal 
and thereabouts. a 

Friday^ December 28 } — I hear that our 
Europeans at Srirangam have reached Utatdr 
where M. La Selle and others have been halt- 
ing and that the English are in force.* 

Monday^ December 31 } — At nine o’clock to- 
night, Siydla Pillai, the Choultry monigar, 
reported to me that, when the mahdndttdrs 
were taken to M. La Gren6e, the latter said 
that, if they would pay 1,000 star pagodas in 
eight days towards the balance of their tax, 
they would bo given a bond signed by the 
council for this sum and for wha^ they had 
already paid, and that, if the twenty castes 
managed to find this 1,000 pagodas, they would 
not be asked to pay any more of the tax. The 
mahdndttdrs agreed in writing to pay 1,000 
pagodas accordingly in eight days, and this 
writing was signed by Kanakasabhai Mudali, 
KullaiMaistri,"* Mutta Pillai, Krisbnama Ohetti, 


^ 17th Mdrgaliy Pramddhi, 

* On the 9th Smith reported that Grilloii had marched from 
Srirangam leaving behind only 250 Europeans and 100 Cofihress. 
(Letter ap. Military ComultatioM^ Deceml^r 24, 1759.) 

* fSOth Mdrgali^ Pramddhi. 

^ Probably we should read Tillai Maistri. 
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the head of the Kdmuttis, and the heads 
ofj the. Chettis. Thus the heads of 20 castes 
signed a writing agreeing to pay 1,000 pago- 
das on condition that no more tax should be 
demanded of them. M. La Gren^e confirmed 
his promise by striking hands and assured 
them that they might depend upon his word. 
The mahdndttdrs having given this agreement, 
went home much pleased. The evil from 
which the town has been suffering, is declining 
and will disappear this month. 
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(See above, page 85.) 

LBTTBB from ANABDA RaNGA PILLAI to TI(B 
Chbvalibr db Soupibe, Novbmbbb 17, 1757. 
(Gallots-Montbbun Collection, 
Pondichbry. Copy.) 

A Mr. Lb Chbvalibr Db Soupibb, QbnIiral db la 
NATION FBANCAISE AUX InDES ORIBNTALES. 

Si je ne me sais pas presente jasqu’a present devant vons 
ce n’a ^te que par la crainte de faire quelqiie demarche dont 
Mr. de Leyrit peat faire un crime et m’attirer de sa part 
qaelques nouvelles disgraces ; accontum4 depuis I’enfance 
a la plus aveugle obeissance envers Mrs. les Gouvernenrs, 
n’etait-ce pas a Mr. de Leyrit a me [prescrire ?] mon devoir 
a votre egarde ? Ce sont les raisons de mon retardement, 
dans lesquellhs j’esp^re que vous voudres bien entrer, 
Monseigneur, par indulgence pour la faiblesser et timidity 
naturellement attach^ & ma nation : mais la violence qu’on 
me fait anjourdhui me force k passer par-dessus tonte 
consid4ration bumaine pour reclamer votre autorit4 et vous 
demander justice. 

Je suis Courtier de la Compagnie depuis pr^s de 13 ans : 
je pense que vous n’ignorez pas, Monseigneur, quelles sont 
les fonctions de cet employ. 

En Janvier, 1755, Mr. Godebeu, qui 4tait venu Commissaire 
pour le Roi et qui 4tait oharg4 de s’informer des malversa- 
tions qui s’4taient commises dans la r4gie des domaines de la 
Compagnie, ayant reconnu qu’elles ne tendaient qn’an 
detriment total de ses interSts, a jug4 convenable qu’4tant 
par ma charge Tbomme de confiance de la Compagnie, ils ne. 
pouvaient 8tre mienx confi^s qn’entre mes mains, et en 
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consequence par deliberation du Conseil me les a affermd 
pour 5 ans et m*en a fait passer le bail devant notafre k mon 
corps deflEendant, parceque je lui representai alom toute la 
difficulte qu’il y avait dans cette regie, et les inconvenients 
qui proviendraient chaque jour par le mauvais etat oii etaient 
les terres, dont la grande partie etait en friclie, et qu'en 
donnarft les 150 mil roupies d’augmentation qu’il voulait 
que je donnasse de plus, il ne me serait guere possible de me 
retirer par les frais considerables et par les avances que je 
serais aussi oblige de faire pour faire revenir les habitants 
qui s’etaient retires par les guerres continuelles (pii avaieiit 
rSgne dans le pays et pour les mettro en otat d’exploiter les 
terres qui leurs seraient concedees avec avantage pour eux 
et pour la Compagnie. Mr. Godeheu, n’ayant pas voulu 
gouter mes representations, quoique je lui eusse represonto 
qu’il y avait dans la Colonie gens aussi capables que moy, 
employa toutes les bonnes manieres pour me charger do 
cette adjudication, en me promettant et m’assumct quo par 
les soins que je prendrai et les ordres qu’il avait donne 
relativement, j’aurais lieu d’etre content. Pour prouver le 
•/Me que j’ai toujours eu de la * servir, je me suis rendu aux 
instances qu’il m’a fait et a ses solicitations reiterees, sur la 
permission et la liberty qu’il m’avait laisse de regir et de 
gouverner les provinces de la mdme facon que les Maures 
avaicnt gouvern^. Par les precautions que j’avais pi*is de 
faire revenir les habitants en leur faisant deS avances taut en 
argent qu’en bestiaux, toutes choses se sont passees en r^gle 
dans le commencement. J’ai soufferme chaque province a 
diff^rents feriniers qui m’ont donn4 pour caution plusieurs 
messieurs de cette colonie, auxquels je connaissais un capital 
considerable. J’ai peuse que les interfits de la Compagnie 
ne pouvaient pas condos en meilleurs mains, mais mes 
esp4rances ont ete infructueuses ; une fois qu’ils ont ete 
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muni dll bail qua je leur al passe, ils i^e sent rendua en 
chaque province . . . [Troubles with the securities and 

commaiKlants, etc. ; and fruitless complaints to Leyrit ; cf. 
Appendix to vol. x] . . . ce qui m’a mis dans le cas 

d’emprunter dans diverS bourses pour faire des remises a la 
Compagnio, voyant qtte lea fonds ne rentraient pas. 

Je recidivay mes plaintes a Mr. de Leyrit et lui remis les 
comptes de chaque fermier qui me devaient chacun des 
sommes considerables. II me promit et se chargea d’en faire 
le recouvrement ; sans avoir fait aucune diligence, ensuite il 
prit le parti d’envoyer trois messieurs du Conseil en tournee 
en chaque departement pour constater les comptes ; je lui 
representai alors que Tannee etait pr6te d’etre revolue, que 
e’etait le temps de finir le comptc des habitants, de les 
contraindre a payer, et do prendre des arrangements avec 
oux pour I’ann^e suivante ; d’ailleurs e’etait le t^mps 
d’etisemencer les terres, que Ton commengait k la \illegihle\^ 
mais que pourveu que ces messieurs tardassent deux mois k 
faire cette demarche, les coniptes se rendraient an vray et 
les fonds rentreraienti au lieu que I’arrivee de ces messieurs 
dans un temps aussi precieux suspendrait toutes mes opera- 
tions et apporterait un prejudice considerable aux interets 
de la Compagnie. A ces representations Mr. de Leyrit 
repondit qu’il les considerait, et sans me faire part de ses 
intentions fit partir ces messieurs pour les d^pm^ements 
qu’il leur avait a«signe, et il a verifie que je n’avais rien 
avance que de vray, tant a I’egard de Mrs. les Cautions que 
de Mrs. les Commandants. Mr. Desvaux k son retour rendit 
compte k Mr. de Leyrit de I’^tat de la province, lui rapporta 
que les terres etaient mises dans toute leur valeur, et que par 
I’estime qu’il avait fait Ton pourrait retirer 27 lacs, ce qui 
I’engagea k lui remettre la Direction 04nerale des fermes 
des domaines de la Compagnie. Une personne du Conseil 
ayant repr^sent^ k Mr. de Leyrit qu’il y avait de I’injustice 
de pie* retirer la ferme puisque le bail pi’en etait pass4 
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pour cinque ans par deliberation du Conseil, il repondait 
qu’il retirerait 25 lacs ; il s*en faut de beaucoup qu’il les ait 
retire, comme il est ais6 de vous en informer. Monseigneur, et 
de voir dans quel etat sont les aldees dont se sout retires 
aujourdhui beaucoup d’habitants pap les vexations que Ton 
commet envers eux. 

Je ne s^ais pour quel raison Mr. de Leyrit' me demande 
aujourdhui 200 mil roupies sur cette ferme et m’a dit que si 
sous 8 jours je ne les payais pas il me ferait arrStep et 
emprisonner. Suivant le compte que j’ai foumi, ce qui est 
conforme a celui de Mrs. les Commissaires du Conseil et qui 
a ete examine par Mrs* Desvaux et Le Noir, je redois environ 
4 lacs et il m*est deu par les fermiers 13 lacs et davantage 
dont Tetat detaille est annexe au compte ; par consequent il 
m'est deu 9 lacs pour le recouvrement desquels je comptais 
que Mr. de Leyrit m’aurait prete la main et m’avait 
donne Tautorite necessaire pour contraindre mes debiteurs 
a payer ce quMls me doivent ; ce qui peut vous prouver, 
Monseigneur, qu’il pense bien que les sommes dont je lui ay 
remis I’etat me sont dues legitimenient, c’est qu’il y a un an 
passe qu’il ne m’a faite aucune demande. Permettez-moy 
de vous rapporter deux seuls traits de la conduite qu’oii a 
tenu a mou egard pour cette ferme, et vous deciderez vous- 
m6me. Monseigneur, si je ne me suis pas dt^enu de tous mes 
engagements envers la Compagnie, mais m3me si cette 
conduite nie me met pas en quelque fagon de repeter des 
iommages^et fnterdts. 

(1) D6s le mof$ de Fevrier, 1756, je n’etais charge de 
cette ferme que depuis un an ; me trouvant alors en deifaut 
de payement envers la Compagnie par rapport au deffaut de 
payement de mes fermiers et autres, car quel est I’homme 
dans cette colonie ny dans aucun des etablissments de la 
Compagnie qui puisse de son propre fond ou capital faire 
face a de pareilles affaires ? Je ne me suis jamais donne 
pour tel a Mr. Godeheu et lui-meme ne m’a jamais pris ny 
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. 3 ri^gwd 6 pdtir comme tel ; Men au eontraire ii conna toujbe 
* .ma d^tresse et mpn pen de fortune, et j’ose' dire qu^il- nV a 
' eu qne la bonne foy et la confiance qui nous a fait agir I’un 
et I’autre dans pette occasion, lui I'our me remettre.cette 
ferine et moi pour m'en digger, dans Tesp^rance l-un et 
Pautro que j*en retirerais . le mon&bt pat* la voye de la 
souf erme et que mes souf ermier&iihe* payeraient exaetement.'. 
Je ne dirai rim de toutes les conversations partiopilidres 
(quolquei^en pqurrais produrye les ^moins les plus* fifrepror 
chables) que j^ai eu avec Mr. de f-eyrit, des tous les 
commencements au sujet de tons mes creanciers et soufbr-* 
miers* qui ne me payaient pas. D'en le mois de PeVrier 
1750, je lui presentai et remis lin 6 tat de tous les soufermiers 
qui me devaient, me flattant qu’il me pr^terait et emplbyei^it 
son autorite pour les faire payer. Ne m^etait [elie] pas 
Men due, cette autqrite, si ce n’ 6 tait pas pour moy, du 
moins pour la Compagnie affin de lui procurer larentr^e de 
ses deniers ? Ce qu^il y a de certain, c'est que je n^ay ete 
appuye et favorise en rieii vis a vis et a I’^gard de ,ceux qui 
me. devaient; aucun n^a ete presse et poursuis commie il 
l!aui*ait dfi etre ; enfin aucun ne m^a pay4 et iqas'me doivent 
encore. . ' ; \ • 

( 2 ) Depuis plus de 16 mois Ton ne m’a laiQse qiK le vain 
et' litre inutile de -f eripiei* ; on m'a ote toute.admihistratioii 
et jusqu'a la plus petite inspection et la plus indirecte' de ma 
ferme sur mes soufermiers, regisseurs, et autres ; . jade veux.. 
rien dire ny repeter des avantag’es que naturellement j’ai ..pn 
et de droit dd esperer an me chmrgeant d’une pareille : entre^ 
prise. - V ■ ■ ■ ■' ^ 

Mais apres cela parait^il juste, Mons^gneurj de jjMrendre 
responsable de Tevenement ? Ne m’a*t-on pas m contiuire ' 
delie de tous mes engagements anciens, dettes etc: ? NemVi^r’ 
on pas refuse et ote tous les moyens d’y^satiefaire > Mon be^^ 
avail enecs'e trois ans a oourir lorsqu-on radlnipis^*?.!^ 

tiondo ma ferme ; je ne I’ai eu que 18. mois en* maniejQ^t- 
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Qtti qvie se soit m ohai^g^t-U <ie,*p«tr«ille8 elit^priaeill po^dr 
nn si court espace d& temps ? Les banx se font en ce >pasn3- 
cy pour 5 ans dans I’esperance. pour celay tinia’en. charge. 
qii’une ou deux bonnes annees lo d^ommageront des 3 ati 
mSme les 4 manyaises ; et je peu]^,dire n’avoir eu le manie* ' 
■ ment; gestioq, et.adm^istration,. de ma ferme que dans le ‘ 
' mauyaip temps ou- la plna, mauvaise annee ; qn’ji peine les 
l%bon|^Urs; habitants et autres que les troubles de la guerre 
: avmeAt- iloign^B, cOmmen^ientii. se raprocher etareprendre 
- qUOlque eonfiance. . • 

. Au surplus, Monseimieur, je craindrais de vons enunyer 
ai ' je vons faisais ici nn. plus long detail snr oette affaire ; 
mais si Vous vouliez me faire venir devant votis et .on 
particulier, je pourrais vous en plus, dire et mieux vous 
instrnire* que je ne peux. faire par ecrit; d’aillenrs tons le 
moyens me manqnant pour le ponvoir faire, I’ignorance od 
je suis de la langue franeaise, des usages de Ja procedure, et 
m.|.me rimpossibilite- de ponvoir trouver dans ce pays-cy 
qiielqu’un capable de le faire et entreprendre ma deifence 
par ecrit, car ce n’est qn!en cachette et avcc le plus grand 
secret qqe j’ai pu obtenir la pr4sente. Si vons voulez m6me 
jj^ondelcpicinr; coQsnlter plusienrs personnes des Messieurs du 
iDonis»ilt,et eutre autres Mr. Boyellcan, sur cette affoire, j’es- 
p&ire qhe luiir tSinoignage ne me sera pas d4savantagenx. 

je pe orois.pas manquer au respect. Monseigneur; an 
^ coni^dre je crdis dqvoir vons declarer ici que telle* chose, tel 
ti'altemeiqt.'qd® .I'dP fasse, il- n’est pas en inoy de foumir 
les .SOO^mil roupies^^^ qu>e me demande Mr. de Leyrit ; si je 
4^;'ainds, M^ lo les-ensse en, je n’ensse pas attendn a 1’ 
je su^ rednit pour les donner et avancer a la 
<^mpa^e independamment des sommes qui me sont dues 
..parjes ^hfermiors ; qnqique de la part et eonfiance que je 
d?ytds avoir (Urns les \a£Mres de mon poste de Courtier, [je 
. qrasMgemis des b^ins de la Compagn|e...et de I’extr^mitd 
. qi^'^Ba.. mins toouvez reduit. Je voudiais^ponvoir Stgr en 
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etat d’y remedier par moi-mSme de mon propre fond ; je s^ais 
que je le dois par bien des endroits, comme siijet du Roy, mais 
plus encore par mon litre et ma qualite de Courtier, dont ce 
sont les principaloa fonctions ; mais le discredit et le 
mepris general dans lequel Mr de Leyrit depuis son arrivee 
m’a fait tomber, m^me par rapport aux fonctions de Courtier 
qu’il a fait exerce par son dobacliy, me met dans Timpuis- 
sance d’avoir et de pouvoir employer aucune ressource k cet 
egard, dont je suia veritablement et sensiblement p^netre, et 
de ne pouvoir dans pareille occasion donner des preuves du 
z^le et de Tattachement dont j'ai et6 et suis tou jours anime 
pour la Compagnie et la patrie. 

J’ose me flatter. Monseigneur, que vous voudrez bien avoir 
egard aux representations que j’ai Thonneur de vous faire 
dans le present expose, et me rendre la justice qui m’est due, 
en vous faisant informe des faits cy-dessus allegues ; si vous 
ne voulez pas en connaitre avant I’arrivee de Mr. de L’Ailly 
que vous attendez, je vous supplie de m’accorder la permis 
sion de passer on France par la premiere occassion plfltdt 
que de Tester ici plus longtempSt od faute de protecteur et 
d’avocat pour mettre nies droits au jour, et de tribunal pour 
les faire entendre, je ne puis esperer aiicuhe justice ; il y a 
trop longtemps que je souffre de mil fagons (par rapport a 
I’entreprise qui m’a ete confie de Tagr^ment du Conseil) 
sans je I’ose dire, I’avoir merits par aucun • endroit et par 
aucun reproche prouve centre moy et ma conduite, pour 
ne pas chercher les mpyens de discuter aupr^s de la Compag- 
nie les points ou chefs d’interSts d’eile a moy et d’en obtenir 
ainsi que de I’indulgence de Sa Majeste le Roy mon Maitre, 
des .dedommagements et reparations proportionn4es aux 
torts et dommages qui m’ont et6 faits, aux mortifications et 
affronts que j’ai essuye en tout genre j’ai d’autant plus lieu 
de I’esperer que Tervangadonpoulle mon p^re, que je pour* 
rais. dire .Stre en partie fondateur de cette colonie par la 
^quantite des iqarchands de dehors qu’il y a rassembl^. 
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et Naniapoalle mon oncle, ayant en des snjetB de se 
plaindre de la condaite qu'avait tenn envers eux Mr le 
O^n^ral Hubert, Gourapoall4 son fils alia en France se jetter 
anx pieds de Monseignenr le Due d'Orleans Regent de 
Royanme, qui ayant 4coate dans le conseil royal les raisons 
qu’il y expose, condanna Mr Hubert & une forte peine, et fit 
rhonneor a Gouraponll4 et le d4cora dn Cordon de 
St Michel ; toute la France et toute I’lnde ont connaissance 
de cet example de justice qm a 4t4 rendu k un Indien. Si 
vous souhaitez vous en mieux 4claircir, Monseignenr, les 
m4moire et factum ont 4t4 d4pose icy an Secretariat. ... 

17 Novembre, 1757. 
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'Abd-nl-lah KhAn, Ooja. 846. 

*Abd-al-n»bi Kbfta, 89. 
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’Abd.ul.rabmAri, 296. 
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Aohin, 68, 121, 892. 
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Alagappa Hndali, 182. 
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Amm&pdttaiy 226, 281, 233, 234. 

Amsterdam, 35. 

Analavari, M.,.244. 

Ananda K&]A, 303, 308, 318. 
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61,68,68,0.H, 79,85, 103, 141, 168, 184, 186, 197,207,211.226, 2( 2, 
^ 269, 282, 283, 336, 337, 855, 363, 872, 376, 332, 384, 433, 449, 460. 
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Aoanta TirthAohAri, or Ananta TirthAchArijAr, 3, 105. 

AndrAs, M. d’, 884, 385. 

Andrews, John, 19. 

Anjengo, 116. 

AnnAswAmi, 118, 120, ISA. 186, 195, 196, 197, 32G, 827. 

AnnAswAmi AyyangAr^ 267. 

Anwar-nd-dtn KhAn, 38, 53, 840. 

AppAji RAo, 426. 

AppAvn, 53, 118, 186, 165, 162, 189, 196, 196, 197, 198, 199, 204. 

Appn Mndali, 18, 147, 264, 177, 208, 240, 250, 293, 868, 860. 
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Aaafjdh, 160. 

Aatruo, M., 68, 66. 
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Anmont, M., 81, 167. 178, 189, 210, 212, 226, 290, 301. 

Aarangabad, 92, 160. 

Autenil, M.d’. 61, 65. 
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Ayyi. Mndali, 78. 

Ayyan SAstri, 24, 89, 163, 305, 406, 406. 

AyyAswAmi, 12U, 136, 193, 196, 197. 

Aaarn. M., 206. 

BAhA#, 18, 19. 
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Baldio. M., 364: 
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Balwanta HAo, 20. 26, 32. 89, 88, 119, 129. 
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BApu RAj, 202, 417, 441. 

BApo BAo, 203, 264, 8.88, 441. 

Barakkut-ol-Iah, 66. 

Barbd, U. Emile, 454. 

Barnewelt, M., 33. 

Banh^ieniy, M., 17, 21, 23. 25, 26, 27, 29, 80, 46, 46, 47, 69, 88, 98, 94, 
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Basra, 267. 
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Bengal, 2, 17. 85, 89, 106, 114, 116, 116, 119, 189, 218, 219, 221, 807, 
808, 824, 825, 884, 389, 446. 

Bertrand, Bf., 85. 

Beswada, 309. 

Bhftji B&o, 88, 199, 202, 340. 

BhfLnii 3 *appaD, 889. 

Bhuvanagiri, 64, 387. 

Biobftnd&rk6il, 14. 

(ebip), 146, 225. 

Bombay, 26, 99, 236, 267, 287. 

Bosoawen, Admiral, 69, 298. 

Bonrdier [P j 1C., 261. 

Bouret, M., 44, 45. 

Bowrey, Thoman, 148. 
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161, 168, IRO, 182, 183, 18R, 215, 221, 228, 229, 23l, 232, 235, 248, 231, 
260,261, 202, 263, 2d6, 277, 278, 2f0, 365, 360, 367, 878, 386, 396, 419, 
486, 441, 465. 
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Brenier, M., 10, 28, 33, 38, 66, 68, 62, 443. 

Brereton, Major, 304, 433. 

Bridgewater (6hip\ 145, 173. 

Brogdon, Samael, 86. 

Brnoamp, 483. 
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Burhanpnr, 6, 131. 

Bussy* M., 6, 10, 29. 91, 119, 188, 160, 206, 218, 226, 264, 267, 268, 283, 
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Chidambaram, 383, 388, 415. 

China, 80, 336, 343. 

Chinglepnfc, 24, 65, 217, 257, 264, 277, 284, 448. 
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Cond4 i.ship), 238. 
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Daulatabadf 160, 206. 

Dann, Marshal, 87. 

DebovA, M«, see Dubois. 

Deooan, 65. 206, 359. 

Delarobe, M., 6, 7, 9, 34, 38, 40, 42, 77, 88. 90, 92, 110, 123, 126, 130, 168, 
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D6st ’All KhAn, 348. 
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Gandart, M. Edmond, 892. 
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Triplioane, 82. 

Tripnraanndari, 41. " . 

Triton (ship), 29, 145, 173. 

Turaiyftr, 66, 65, 202, 214, 418. 

Tylgar or Ty&gadiiig, 822, 345, 353, 354. 

Tyger (ship), 420. 

UdaiyAr, the, 192. 

Udaiy&rp&laiyam. 48, 55, 60, 64. 213, 214, 215, 241, 880. 
ifrtatilr, 442, 468. 
ntramaimr, 189, 267, 279, 365. 

Vaidiavarankbyil, 99* 

VaippAr, 60, 331. 

VAlapanthal, 24. 

Valud&ydr, 6. 12, 15, 59, 61, 66, 67,09, 76, 180, 1S2, 124, 157^ 190, 

279, 284, 288, 289, 326, B4\ 842, 862, 876, 417. 
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YAniyambftdi, 20, 27, 106. 

Yaradappa Chetti, 18. 

Yaradappa Ndyakkao, 834. 

Fat&avtfMin (ship), 238. 

Yattala, 889. 

Y61a Matta Pillai, 278.' 

YdlAjudham Pillai, 128. 

Y ellore , 20, 26, 40, 212, 234, 314, 828, 437, 457. 

TS89^1iS(Bhip), 288. 

Yankatkchala Chetti, GodaTarthi, 30. 

Yenkat&ohala Chetti, GuntifLr, 1^, 216. 

Feokataohdla Chetti, Siilaia, 202. 

Yenkat4ehala Mudali, 306. 

YankatAohala Madali, 413. 

Yenkatftohala N&yakkan, 3l4« 

YenkaiAmpdttai, 837. 

Yenkatsnarasu, 838. 

YenkatankrAyanappa Ajryan er Yenkatinkraaappa Ayjan, 8, 9, 63, 65, 
118, 202, 206, 207, 222, 292, 404, 416, 417. 

Yenhatapati NAyakkan, 129. 

Yenkatapati Beddt, Chilkala, 18. 

Yenkatapati Beddi, Ohokkampatta, 18. 

Yeakatar&ma Chetti, 164. 

Yenkata lUb, 162. 

Pankatdsa Chetti, 102. 

Yexmont, Stephen, 231^ 889. 

. Yersaiilea, M. 

Va»y, M., 407. 

YdttaTalaniv 76. 

Yijayarima B4ja, 218, 808, 813. 

YikraT4ndi, 845. 

YilUyanallAr, 8, 16, 18, 19, 69, 118, 119, 134, 169, 174, 183, 189, 194, 199, 
201, 215, 284, 286, 289, 814, 368, 875, 377, 893, 403, 405, 407, 41C, 412, 
418,817. 

Yillnpiiram,'888, 805. 

Yinkyaka Pillai or Yindyakan or Arnmpktai Vinkyakan, 2, 6, 6, 22, 23, 
60, 65^ 71, 72, 78, 74, 78, 79, 186, 141, 142, 143, 148, 151, 189, 210, 
201, 804, 805, 318, 820, 286. 

Ytr4 Ohettl, 81. 

Tirainar4J4, 178. 

Ylrdmpattknam, 68, 861. 

YUarAghaya Chetti, 18. 

YtiatAghaTa Chetti, KangipAtf, 179. 

YtraxAghn Ayyan, 486. 

Yirinehiparam, 27. * 

lOmaitha Beddi, 285, 226. 

Tittekkatel, 14, 15* 
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Yizagapatam, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 

Vriddhaohalam, 18, 189. 

WaddinKtoD, M., 243. 

Wandiwazh, 4, 7, 8, 11, 19, 21, 24, 32, 67, 100, 139, 210, 212, 257, 
274. 279, 280, 281, 804, 810, 312, 317, 326, 365, 430, 433, 484^ 486, 
437, 488, 443, 446, 446, 463. 

Weymouth (ship), 344. 

Wilks, Mark, 9. I 

Wilson, 271. 

Wynoh, Alexander, 34, 161, 106, 191, 216, 348. 

Y&cliama NAyakkan, 90, 91, 203. 

Y&ndm, 68. 

Yarmouth (ship), 246. 

Ynsnf Kh4n, Muhammad; 283, 289, 291, 322. 

Zo Xiaque (ship), 237, 244, 245. 

ZuhfLr Khftn, 322, 386. 

ZahAr-nl-lah Kh&n, Ooja, 845, 359. 
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